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Residents of Galston awoke to an unpleasant surprise on Sunday 21st June, 

discovering a recently opened business in the Galston Village shopping centre ablaze. 

Local homeowners rushed to extinguish the fire before emergency services arrived on 

the scene. Neighbouring food premises, Thai Square Cuisine escaped relatively unscathed 

except for some apparent smoke damage to the front facade.

NSW Police provided the following statement:
About 5.40am on Sunday (21st June 2026), emergency services were called to a business 

on Galston Road, Galston, following reports of a fire.

Officers attached to Ku-Ring-Gai Police Area Command attended the business and found the fire 

had been extinguished by residents nearby.

There was minor structural damage to the building with no injuries reported.

A crime scene has been established with an investigation into the cause the fire underway.

Inquiries continue.
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COMMUNITY

Google Rating

The clinic your
neighbours keep
recommending. 

Galston Village

All Major Health Funds
Accepted

(02) 7253 8288www.motivhealth.com.au

CHIROPRACTIC MASSAGE REHAB



C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

2 Galston Community News | JULY 2026 Read online at www.galstoncommunity.com.au

It was a day of celebration, reflection and 

plenty of cake on Friday 12th June, 

as Sydney’s very first Community Bank—

the Galston Community Bank—marked a 

monumental milestone, injecting over 

$4 million back into Galston and the 

surrounding districts through sponsorships, 

donations, and grants.

The joyous occasion was shared over cups of 
tea, bringing together the people who make 
this community thrive. The celebrations were 
attended by esteemed donation recipients, 
Bendigo Bank representative Tom Woods, 

Hornsby Shire Mayor Warren Waddell, 
alongside the branch's dedicated staff and 
board members.

During the event, Chairman of the Board, 
Ralph Steele, took to the floor to reflect on 
the remarkable success and growth of the 
community branch since its inception. 
His sentiments were echoed by the Branch 
Manager, who emphasized that such a 
monumental achievement would simply not 
be possible without a dedicated collective 
effort. Heartfelt thanks were given to the staff 
for their tireless and excellent work behind 
the scenes, to the proactive Board members 
for their guidance and most importantly to 
the customers who choose to bank with their 
local community branch.

The profound impact of this $4 million 
contribution was highlighted through moving 
testimonials. Representatives from the 
Galston Garden Club spoke warmly at the 
event, sharing that their beloved club would 
find it hard to exist if it wasn’t for the vital 
financial support provided by the Galston 
Community Bank.

Hornsby Mayor Warren Waddell also 
addressed the gathering, praising the 
milestone as an incredible result for the 
community. He emphasized the tangible, 
widespread benefits these funds bring to 
local clubs, sporting grounds, schools and 
various other consortiums across the shire, 
cementing the bank's role as a crucial pillar 
of local support.

As the Galston Community Bank continues 
to grow, so does its unwavering commitment 
to the region. The team is already looking 
forward to the future, eagerly anticipating 
the day, hopefully very soon, when the 
$5 million donation cake will be cut.

Congratulations, Galston, on a 
remarkable achievement!

Celebrating $4 Million: A Historic 
Milestone for Galston Community Bank

Everyday Account

$0 monthly fees,
everyday.*

With 24/7 fraud monitoring and easy access to your
money, you'll love our Everyday Account.

Join us in-branch or online today.

Community Bank • Galston & District
9653 2227

*Other fees may apply. Read the T&Cs on our website. Bendigo & Adelaide Bank Ltd. ABN 11 068 049 178,
AFSL 237879. (2330807)(05/26)
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Dural Tyrepower

236a Newline Rd, Dural

Ph: 9651 4000

E-mail: dural@tyrepower.com.au
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Frames�&�All
Custom�Picture�Framing

ABN Number: 91 127 973 813

Dural
&

Surrounds

Carin Naudé
04 1516 8810

framesandall@gmail.com

A picture without a frame is like a body without a soul

Fr
Cusames�&�All

H I L L S I D E
ME TA LWORKS

WELDING  

AND CUSTOM  

FABRICATION

0409 861 607
info@hftr.com.au

 www.hftr.com.au
Hillside Metalworks Pty Ltd

Trading as Horse Float and Trailer Repairs

128 Cattai Ridge Rd, Glenorie NSW  

Winter has arrived at Netherby and 

the camellias in the house garden 

are opening their white, pink and 

red flowers.

Garden beds surrounding the house 
feature both roses and camellias, 
in particular the sun loving 
camellia sasanquas. On the east 
side is a rare camellia, known as the 
Waratah camellia, grown from 
seedling plants brought to 
Australia in 1831, grown on by 
William Macarthur in his propagating 
nursery at Elizabeth Farm. The deep 
pink/red flowers resemble the 
native Waratah.

If anyone knows how our Waratah 
camellia came to Netherby, we would 
love to hear your story!

Slightly further afield, visitors who 

venture down the brick path towards 

the road will find a treasure trove. 

The beautifully shaped flowers of 

Camellia japonicas need shelter from 

harsh sunlight. Here in the protective 

shade of big old trees dozens of camellia 

japonicas are in full flower right now. 

It’s the perfect time to see them.

There’s a new section of this garden 

to visit too. The Friends of Fagan 

volunteers and Council staff have worked 

together to clear an overgrown area, 

and replant with camellias, hydrangeas, 

and spring bulbs. We have been lucky 

that we have had some good rain 

since planting. Council staff have put 

down a thick mulch, and the young 

camellias are flowering already.

If you are wondering what will grow 

well in your garden, and flower in winter, 

now’s the time to see camellias, small, 
medium and large, growing in a natural 
environment. It’s good to know just how 
big your favourites are likely to become.

by Angela Morgan

Winter Camellias at Netherby



MORE ARRESTED IN 

BAGHSARIAN MURDER CASE

Robbery and Serious Crime Squad 
detectives have charged another two 
men following an investigation into 
the alleged kidnapping and murder of 
Chris Baghsarian.

Just after 5 am on Friday, 
13th February 2026, officers from 

Ryde Police Area Command received a report that an 85-year-old man 
had been kidnapped from his home in North Ryde.

Local police attended before detectives attached to State Crime 
Command’s Robbery & Serious Crime Squad began a coordinated 
response to recover the man under Strike Force Chabot.

Early inquiries established that Chris Baghsarian was not the intended 
target of the kidnapping and had been taken in a case of mistaken identity.

Mr Baghsarian’s remains were located about 8 am on Tuesday, 
24th February 2026 near a golf club in Pitt Town.

Four people have previously been charged and remain before the courts.
Following further extensive inquiries, about 7.15 am on Tuesday, 

16th June 2026 strike force detectives, with assistance of Northwest 
Metropolitan Operations Support Group, executed a search warrant in 
Shalvey, where they arrested a 19-year-old man.

A short time later, strike force detectives arrested a 21-year-old man 
in Silverwater.

Both men were taken to Mt Druitt Police Station, where they were 
charged with murder and take/detain in company with intent to ransom 
occasioning actual bodily harm.

The 19-year-old man was also charged with failing to comply with a 
digital evidence access order direction.

They were refused bail to appear at Mt Druitt Local Court on 
Wednesday, 17th June 2026.

Strike Force Chabot inquiries are ongoing.
Anyone with information that may assist investigations into organised 

criminal activity is urged to contact Crime Stoppers: 1800 333 000 or 
https://nsw.crimestoppers.com.au

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE

Police are appealing for information after 
a suspicious vehicle was seen near a 
Mid Dural school in the early morning 
hours of about 2.35 am on Tuesday, 
17th June 2026.

Officers from The Hills Police Area 
Command were patrolling Old Northern Road when they spotted a 
vehicle parked outside Mid Dural Public School at the intersection of 
Mid Dural Road.

As police approached, two juvenile males wearing black hoodies, 
black tracksuit pants and face masks allegedly got into the vehicle 
before driving away at speed.

The vehicle travelled along Old Northern Road before turning left and 
was later sighted by another police crew on Castle Hill Road heading 
towards Pennant Hills Road, where it was lost from view.

Police described the vehicle as a cream-coloured Ford Falcon XF.
Investigators are urging anyone who owns a vehicle matching that 

description and believes it may have been stolen to contact police.
Residents and businesses along Mid Dural Road, Old Northern Road 

and Castle Hill Road, as well as in the Galston, Dural, Mid Dural and 
Castle Hill areas, are also being asked to review CCTV footage recorded 
from around 2am onwards.

Anyone with information is urged to contact Crime Stoppers on 
1800 333 000 or Police Assistance Line on 131 444.

CASTLE HILL MURDER

On Sunday, 14th June, Detectives investigating the death of man at 
Castle Hill last month have charged a fourth person with murder.

Strike Force Sunbach was formed to investigate the death of a 
44-year-old man, who was found critically injured outside a unit complex 
in Crane Road about 2.40 am on Sunday, 17th May 2026.

The man was treated by NSW Ambulance paramedics at the scene; 
however, he could not be revived.

Officers attached to The Hills Police Area Command and North West 
Metropolitan Region, assisted by State Crime Command’s Homicide 
Squad, commenced an investigation.

Since then, detectives have arrested and charged two men, aged 30 
and 38, and a 34-year-old woman with murder; they remain before 
the courts.

About 2.45 am on Sunday, 14th June 2026, officers attached to 
Kings Cross Police Area Command arrested a 31-year-old man on 
Forbes Street, Woolloomooloo, on an outstanding warrant for the 
offence of murder.

He was taken to Kings Cross Police Station and has now been charged 
with murder.

He’s been refused bail to appear at Bail Division Court 7 on Monday, 
15th June 2026.
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If you have any information on 

any of the above, 

please contact Crime Stoppers NSW 

at 1800 333 000

http://www.scamwatch.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/TrafficServicesNSWPF?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXsI-njhErGWHzJvlZcnBX5PF_UUDOCIu6BlToLOQp4wWUIwUzEpCHsnMT1zhcta9FGK4sG_Cq1NUZedVj8rfEUn1YfPa-Fxc7O0R9Jhv0TH5ONaXdgmYrAHZEcMY6TFwQC6uGDhY_iB_5l35aLDDtb9Vl7acim3hRlFdPgPckGhyoFmegVJpfBnUbYnWaIxs4&__tn__=-%5DK-R
http://www.scamwatch.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/TrafficServicesNSWPF?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXsI-njhErGWHzJvlZcnBX5PF_UUDOCIu6BlToLOQp4wWUIwUzEpCHsnMT1zhcta9FGK4sG_Cq1NUZedVj8rfEUn1YfPa-Fxc7O0R9Jhv0TH5ONaXdgmYrAHZEcMY6TFwQC6uGDhY_iB_5l35aLDDtb9Vl7acim3hRlFdPgPckGhyoFmegVJpfBnUbYnWaIxs4&__tn__=-%5DK-R
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Glenorie: The Rural Jewel in 
Sydney's Crown

Those of us who live in Glenorie know how 

blessed we are. Surrounded by open spaces, 

rural landscapes and a strong sense of 

community, Glenorie remains one of 

Sydney's most special places to call home. 

It is truly the rural jewel in Sydney's crown.

What makes Glenorie unique is not just its 
beautiful environment—it is the people. 
Our community is built on volunteers, local 
businesses, sporting clubs, schools and 
residents who care deeply about where we 
live. Whether it's supporting local events, 
helping neighbours, or contributing to 

community projects, Glenorie has a proud 
tradition of people working together.

A great example of this community spirit 
is the Community Bendigo Bank Galston—
the people's bank. By supporting local 
organisations, clubs, schools and 
initiatives, the bank has now returned more 
than $4 million back into the community. 
This extraordinary contribution has helped 
strengthen the social fabric of our district 
and demonstrates the power of local 
people supporting local organisations.

As our area continues to evolve, it is 
important that the voices of local residents 
are heard. The future of Glenorie should 
be shaped by those who live and work in 
our community.

That is why the Glenorie Progress 
Association exists—to represent local 
interests, advocate for our community 
and help preserve the character and 

lifestyle that make Glenorie 
so special.

If you care about the future of 
Glenorie and want to Have Your Say 
directly to both Councils and Government 
on the issues that affect our community, 
we encourage you to join the Glenorie 
Progress Association. To discuss your 
thoughts with us at the Glenorie Progress 
Association meetings, come to the Glenorie 
RSL Club at 7:15pm on the second 
Thursday of each month.

Join the Association at only $20, $40 for 
2 years or $80 for 5 years. Go to https://
www.glenorieprogress.org/membership

Or preferably join by Direct credit (no fees):

“The Glenorie Progress Association Inc”:

BSB 633 000 Account # 159 557 131

You can contact us at 
president@glenorieprogress.org.au or 
call 0418 432 587.

New members are always welcome, 
and together we can ensure that 
Glenorie remains a vibrant, connected and 
uniquely rural community for generations 
to come.

http://www.scamwatch.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/TrafficServicesNSWPF?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXsI-njhErGWHzJvlZcnBX5PF_UUDOCIu6BlToLOQp4wWUIwUzEpCHsnMT1zhcta9FGK4sG_Cq1NUZedVj8rfEUn1YfPa-Fxc7O0R9Jhv0TH5ONaXdgmYrAHZEcMY6TFwQC6uGDhY_iB_5l35aLDDtb9Vl7acim3hRlFdPgPckGhyoFmegVJpfBnUbYnWaIxs4&__tn__=-%5DK-R
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YOUR GOLD. YOUR DIAMONDS. YOUR DESIGN.

CRAFTED BY HAND REIMAGINEDREFINEDYOUR TREASURES

Our master jewellers
transform your materials into
a bespoke design,
handcrafted in our workshop.

A beautiful new piece
designed exclusively for you,
ready to be worn, loved and
passed down for generations.

We carefully recover and
refine your precious metals
while preserving the
memories that matter most.

Every piece tells a story.
Whether it's an heirloom or
forgotten treasure, your
jewellery deserves a second
life.

BOOK YOUR COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN CONSULTATION
Round Corner, Dural | Castle Towers, Castle Hill

RCMJ.com.au

Custom Design Specialists Since 1984
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ADVERTORIAL

BATHROOM
Renovation Services

Empire Bathrooms are a local family run business.

Our team of professional tradies have been delivering quality 
bathrooms in the local area for over 15 years.

We take the stress out of your renovation process. 
Call now for an obligation free quote.

8919 4681
info@empirebathrooms.com.au

27/252 Newline Road Dural

www.empirebathrooms.com.au

At Empire 

Bathrooms, we 

make renovating 

simple. With over 

18 years of 

experience and a 

stunning new 

Dural showroom 

stocked with 

hundreds of tiles, 

fixtures and 

tapware, we're 

your true one 

stop shop for 

bathroom renovations across Sydney.

Whether you're starting from scratch or refreshing 
an existing space, our expert team will guide you 
every step of the way — from design and selection 
right through to installation.

Visit us in store and let's bring your dream 
bathroom to life.

27/252 New Line Road, Dural NSW 2158

+61 416 191 476 empirebathrooms.com.au

Sydney's Bathroom 
Renovation Experts — 
All Under One Roof

Dural and District Historical Society Inc.

There is not doubt of the increasing 
interest in our local history. More than 
100 were in the audience at the Society’s 
meeting on the 13th June, to hear member, 
Judy Horton give the story behind those 
stone cottages, cenotaphs and fences that 
are a feature of our landscape. They are 
the work of Joseph Aaron Booth.

Judy’s meticulous research took her down many “rabbit holes” as she 
made connections between this local resident and master mason; his family, 
his clients, his search for the perfect stone and long gone residents, 
whose influence reached far beyond our community. A most informative and 
entertaining afternoon.

The guest speaker for the 11th July meeting will be the ever popular 
Malcolm Johnston, who will tell the story of The Round Corner Dural. 
This junction of roads was an important setting off point for the early settlers, 
with Coach changes, supplies and early settlement making it a place of 
interest for all local history.

A date for the diary is the June Roughley Memorial Lecture on the 
8th August. Dr Michael Griffith, will tell of the life and work of Francis Webb, 
whom Les Murray described as “one of Australia’s greatest poets”. Webb lived 
for a time in our community and wrote a quartet of poems set in Galston.

Meetings starting at 2.00pm, are held in the Galston Uniting Church, School 
Road, Galston. Entry is free with a gold coin for afternoon tea. All welcome.

Cottage research openday 28th June between 1.00 and 4.00pm. Visitors welcome.

Enquiries: Michael Bell 02 9653 1365

Speaker, Judy Horton, right and 
Elyssa Fraeme with the 
magnificent Sonter’s maidenhair 
fern that has its origins in Galston
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Binet Homes- Head office and Design Studio

If you’re passionate about caravanning, camping, and outdoor 

leisure, the Greater Sydney Caravan & Outdoor Leisure Roadshow 

is the event you don’t want to miss! Taking place at the 

Hawkesbury Showgrounds, Racecourse Road, Clarendon this 

roadshow brings together some of the biggest names in the 

industry. This event is the perfect opportunity to explore a vast 

range of caravans, camper trailers, motor home, motoring and 4×4 

accessories, and camping gear. Whether you’re looking to upgrade 

your current setup or just browsing for inspiration, you’ll find plenty 

of options to compare, touch, and buy. Beyond the exhibits, visitors 

can enjoy live entertainment, demonstrations, and free activities for 

kids, making it a fun-filled experience for the whole family.

There over 70 major brands on display including Jayco Caravans, 
Motorhomes & Campervans, A Van, Crusader Caravans, Design RV, 
Newage, Millard Supreme, Nova, EasyTrail, Mars, Snowy River, and 
lots of Accessories. Look compare and buy at show only prices.

Whether you’re in the market for a new caravan or simply 
want to explore the latest innovations, these exhibitors will 
provide expert advice and top-quality products. Mark your 
calendar and get ready for an exciting weekend of outdoor 
adventure and exploration!

Adventure Awaits the Greater Sydney 
Caravan & Outdoor Leisure Roadshow is 
A Must Visit Event for Adventure Enthusiasts

ADVERTORIAL

Dates: July 24th – 26th

Location: Hawkesbury Showgrounds, Racecourse Road, Clarendon NSW

Time: 9am – 4pm each day

Admission: Adults $16, Concession $12, 

Accompanied Children under 16 free

Free Parking: Free on-site parking available

Pet-Friendly: Yes! Dogs are welcome
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Multi-Award Winning
Designers & Builders  

of Exceptional  
Custom Homes

19 Winkinson Street  
Pitt Town

1 Ayling Street  
Pitt Town

4 Ayling Street  
Pitt Town

Inspection times for all our new display homes is 

Saturday and Sunday 11am – 4pm

DISPLAY HOMES

3 Carlingford Road, Epping NSW 2121
02 9868 3222 | info@binethomes.com.au

www.binethomes.com.au

Binet Homes- Head office and Design Studio
Serving Greater Sydney, The Hills, North Shore, Northern Beaches,  

Central Coast and surrounding areas.
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PAID ADVERTORIAL

A successful sale requires careful planning, strategy and execution.
A successful property sales campaign relies on four key 

components: sale method, marketing strategy, property 
presentation and pricing.

Sale method

The three main options are auction:

Sale by auction creates excitement, drives competition 
among buyers and can help achieve a strong sale price.

Sale by tender is generally reserved for unique or high-end 
properties. Buyers submit their offers by a specific date.

Sale by private treaty involves marketing the property with an 
asking price and negotiating with interested buyers. This gives 
vendors flexibility to negotiate.

Marketing strategy

A strong marketing campaign is essential to attract serious 
buyers and can include:

Professional photography, copywriting, video and floor plans, 
signboards, printed brochures, advertising on Domain and 
Realestate.com, social media, email marketing and drop cards.

An important tool in modern campaigns is First to see, 
Belle Property’s digital sales platform. First to see gives 
registered buyers early access to new listings before they reach 
the wider market.

Property presentation

Presentation helps buyers connect emotionally with the home, 
significantly influencing the sale price.

Removing personal items and decluttering, ensuring gardens 
and outdoor spaces are tidy and well-maintained, 
considering professional styling, even small details, like curb 
appeal or staging an open home, can have a big impact on 
buyer perception and engagement.

Pricing your property

When setting the right price agents consider recent sales of 
comparable properties, current market listings, your home’s size, 
condition and features, the type and volume of potential 
buyers and broader market conditions.

Pricing your property correctly from the start is one of the 
most important decisions. A well-considered price maximises 

competition, attracts serious buyers and supports the overall 
strategy of your sale campaign. It’s also important to remain 
flexible and listen to market feedback to maintain momentum.

Take the first step

Selling a property can feel complicated, but you don’t have 
to navigate it alone.

If you’re ready to sell, speak Belle Property Dural – 02 9129 2882 
today. With the right strategy and expert guidance, you can start your 
campaign with confidence and maximise your property’s potential.

The four keys to a 
successful property 
sales campaign
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ADULT FICTION

THE INFORMANT BY CHRISTINE GREGORY

Chaos erupts in the town of Hopeville 
when Silas Ziccone, president of a notorious 
bikie gang, is murdered. Silas’s son, Anton, 
steps into his role planning revenge and police 
fear an all-out bikie war. Journalist Lars Nilsson 
wants to cover the story and pursues a lead 
that takes him into the centre of the gang 
rivalry. Meanwhile, Silas’s girlfriend, Ashley, 
wants to escape but Anton is keeping her close.

The Informant is a simmering thriller about outlaw 
motorcycle gangs, organised crime and police corruption that 
will keep readers gripped until the heart-stopping end.

YOUNG ADULT FICTION

ONCE UPON TOMORROW BY KAREN COMER

Miri, an 18-year-old Jungian student, 
discovers she's pregnant in 2025. Aleita, 16, 
shelters in the library, the one place free of jolts 
to her digital implant in 2125. Interwoven 
between them stands Sylvie, who exists in the 
pages of a mysterious fairytale and spins 
tapestries to save her life. All three are 
connected through time by heartbreak, 
a battle to save the environment and a search 
for community.

This is an expansive verse novel about the parallel journeys of 
three girls carving out their own histories and each other's.

Reserve your copy at hornsby.nsw.gov.au/library, 

via the Hornsby Shire Libraries app or call Galston Library 

on 02 9847 6160.

Cutting the ribbon on new classrooms marks a 
milestone for Warrah students

Warrah is one of those special 
places in our community, 
providing a specialist school, 
housing and support services 
for children and adults with a 
range of disabilities.

I was honoured to attend the 
official opening of two new 

purpose-built classrooms at Warrah Specialist School on 
12th June. This well attended event marked the culmination of 
renovations at Kaltenbach Cottage to create custom-designed 
classrooms to support students’ sensory regulation and enable 
small group learning and high staff-to-student ratios.

Investments like these enable Warrah to continue its 60-year 
vision to forge an exemplary community, way of life and 
education for people with intellectual disability. The rooms will 
help staff better meet the multi-faceted needs of their students 
and have a lasting impact of the entire Warrah community.

Full circle moment

It was particularly special for the many current and past school 
families, students, teachers and community members present to 
meet Hannelore, one of Warrah’s original founders. In 1965, 
Hannelore and Karl Kaltenbach established a suite of 
educational and vocational programs to provide support for 
adults and children with disabilities on a bushy block in Dural. 
Today, Warrah continues to create a welcoming space for its 
community and advocate for their needs.

Stronger together

Part of what makes representing the Hornsby state electorate so 
meaningful to me is witnessing the impact of what a community 
of values-driven individuals working together can achieve for 
the betterment of those around them.

Without the enthusiasm, sacrifice and dedication of those 
who contributed their time, expertise, finances, in-kind support and 
at times – weekends, these classrooms simply wouldn’t have been 
built. This service to the community means 14 more students and 
their families will have access to Warrah – along with the respect, 
integrity, community and excellence that are its core values.

I encourage everyone to drop in and visit the Warrah organic 
farm shop and Waaia café soon.

By Appointment 

31 Arcadia Road, Galston, NSW 2159 
(next to the Galston Club)

Dr Graham Campbell  •  Dr Joyce Beardsell
Dr. Mohammed Ansary •  Dr Sinĳa Rodrigues

Galston Medical Centre
since 1980

Fully Accredited Practice

Online Appointments

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8.30-6PM | SATURDAY 8.30-12PM

FLU VAX 

NOW 

AVAILABLE

Do you love books about amateur crime sleuths and 

intriguing mysteries? Join us at Hornsby Library on Tuesday 

28th July at 10am for Book Chats @ The Library. Each month 

we discuss a different genre, and our next chat will be all 

about cosy crime. If you enjoy stories like The Thursday 

Murder Club, The Tea Ladies and Miss Marple, come along 

for a cup of tea and meet fellow crime fans. Visit our events 

page at hornsby.nsw.gov.au/library to book.
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Community spirit was on display at 
the Hello Hornsby Knit-In at 
Hornsby Library, bringing residents 
together for creativity, connection 
and friendship. A highlight was 
hearing from Marilyn Pryor of Wrap 
with Love, which makes and 
distributes handmade blankets to 
people in need across Australia and internationally. The event 
also showcased the Hornsby Knitting Group, whose volunteers 
knit and crochet blankets for people experiencing hardship, 
highlighting the vital role of volunteers in strengthening 
community support. Residents interested in joining are welcome 
at Hornsby Library (Fridays 10am–12pm), Pennant Hills Library 
(Thursdays 10am–12pm) and Berowra Library 
(Mondays 1.30pm–3.30pm).

At its recent meeting, Council expressed concern about 
proposed statewide planning reforms, emphasising the 
importance of local community consultation in planning 
decisions. Council also endorsed progression of the 
Glenorie Village Planning Proposal. The Glenorie Village 
Place Plan sets out a long-term vision for sustainable growth 
while protecting its rural character, promoting greater housing 
choice, improved services, enhanced public spaces and 
pedestrian links, and opportunities for local business, 
ensuring a vibrant and resilient community.

Planning is also progressing for the Galston Village Plan, 
which aims to create a more vibrant, accessible and sustainable 
centre while retaining its semi-rural character. Improved 
pedestrian connections and traffic-calming measures will make 
it safer and easier for older residents and people with disability 
to move around and enjoy upgraded public spaces and 
landscaping, while additional parking improvements will support 
local businesses and future growth.

I recently attended the Ku-ring-gai Police Area Command 
Community Safety Precinct Committee meeting at Hornsby 
Police Station. The meeting was well attended by various 
community groups. While 2025–26 crime statistics show no 
significant overall increase in reported crime, assault, domestic 
violence and stealing remain areas of concern across some 
areas of the Shire. Residents are reminded that statistics reflect 
only reported incidents, making community reporting vital. 
Police also provided practical safety advice, including the 
‘9 o’clock lock-up’ routine and use of sensor lighting and se-
curity cameras as deterrents. The NSW Police Marine Area 
Command also presented on its important work, including 
search and rescue, missing persons investigations, 
counter-terrorism operations and combating drug smuggling, 
alongside its waterways policing role.

The Brooklyn Public Wharf upgrade
is another welcome development, 
improving safety, accessibility and 
functionality while supporting tourism, 
recreation and local connectivity along 
the Hawkesbury River, with benefits for 
residents and visitors.

Our residents are encouraged to 
stay engaged with local projects and 
participate in consultations that help 
shape the future of their 
neighbourhoods. Community feedback 

plays a vital role in guiding Council priorities and ensuring local 
needs are reflected in planning decisions across the Shire.

Community Leaders Come Together for 
New Line Road Upgrade

I recently brought 
together community 
leaders and representatives 
from local schools, 
sporting clubs, cultural 
organisations, churches, 
and community associations 
to discuss the long-awaited 

widening of New Line Road.
While the organisations represented different parts of 

our community, the message was remarkably consistent: 
congestion on New Line Road is worsening and the impacts 
are being felt by everyone.

School representatives spoke about the challenges families face 
during peak drop-off and pick-up times. Community groups 
highlighted the difficulties many seniors experience travelling to 
activities and events, while sporting organisations described the 
impact traffic has on members travelling across the region for 
training and competition and how it restricts their growth potential.

A key concern raised throughout the discussion was the 
growing pressure being placed on local roads as surrounding 
areas continue to develop. Participants also highlighted how 
worsening congestion is creating "rat runs" through residential 
streets, with motorists increasingly diverting through local 
neighbourhoods to avoid traffic delays. This is placing 
additional pressure on roads never intended to carry significant 
through traffic and raising concerns about safety for local 
families and pedestrians.

Safety was another recurring theme, with concerns raised 
about pedestrian access, busy intersections and increasing 
traffic volumes. Many attendees also noted that congestion now 
extends well beyond traditional peak periods and affects people 
throughout the day and on weekends.

The meeting reinforced what local residents 
have been telling me for years: our community 
has waited long enough for action. That is 
why I am continuing to advocate for the 
widening of New Line Road and encouraging 
residents to support the community petition 
calling for this critical project to be prioritised.
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When was your last
pumpout??

When was your last
pumpout??

We recommend a pumpout 
every 3-5 years depending on how many 

people reside there. 

We recommend a pumpout 
every 3-5 years depending on how many 

people reside there. 

Staples Premier Pumpouts is an Australian owned family business 
- we live local - we work local -

We offer you a friendly, reliable and thorough septic tank
pumpout service at a competitive price. 

When you book with us you can be sure that you 
will receive professional service with the utmost respect for you

and your property.

Staples Premier Pumpouts is an Australian owned family business 
- we live local - we work local -

We offer you a friendly, reliable and thorough septic tank
pumpout service at a competitive price. 

When you book with us you can be sure that you 
will receive professional service with the utmost respect for you

and your property.

PREMIER PUMPOUTSPREMIER PUMPOUTS

02 9457 877702 9457 8777Not sure what you need?
We are always in the area to help 

Not sure what you need?
We are always in the area to help www.premierpumpouts.com.auwww.premierpumpouts.com.au

It’s what we have 

been doing successfully

 for over 30 years!

The winter months bring a busy playing calendar 

for the Dural Bowlers as described below.

Consistency Final
The Consistency Final took place on Tuesday 2nd 
June. Reg Munusamy defeated Kate Liu to become 
the 2026 Consistency Champion. Our congratulations 
to Reg and commiserations to Kate.

Living Choice Carnival
The carnival that is sponsored yearly took place on the 15th June with 
30 teams from neighbouring areas competing for prizes. Our thanks to 
Living Choice for their continuing contributions.

Drawn Pairs Competition
This competition is currently in progress with the semifinal scheduled 
for Saturday 20th June and the final on 27th June respectively.

Men’s and Women’s Minor Singles
The Women and Men’s Minor Singles are scheduled to start on the 
30th June and 4th July 2026.

AGM and 60th Anniversary
The AGM will take place on the morning of the 8th August and will 
be followed with a celebratory lunch for the 60th anniversary. An article 
in the previous edition highlighted the club’s milestones through 
the years. Invitations will be sent in the coming days to current and 
retired bowlers for the celebratory lunch.

Anyone that is interested in playing Lawn Bowls, Free lessons by 

qualified coaches are available Phone: Rob Whiddon 0411 375 580.

Dural Bowling Club Dural Bocce Club
May was full of action for the members of Dural 
Bocce Club. It started with a celebration of 
Mother’s Day with every lady member 
receiving a lovely gift from the club.

The month ended with the staging of our 
annual Singles Championship competitions. 
On Saturday May 23rd, sixteen gentlemen 
lined up to test their skills against each other. 
It was a long day, with all players competing 
in several round games before entering 
into semifinals, finals and a grand final. 
After a long day of bocce our champions 
emerged; with Tony in the lead and Mario 
in second place.

All club officials were back at the courts 
on Sunday May 24th for Ladies Singles 
Championship day. With six ladies competing, 
the day comprised a round robin format where every 
player had the opportunity to play each other. Following these 
games a count back resulted in Mary holding her own in first 
place with Josephine close behind in second.

All club members who participated on the weekend are 
congratulated on the skill, endurance and sportsmanship 
displayed over both days.

Dural Bocce Club meets every Tuesday morning and 

Friday evening at the Dural Club. If you would like to give 

bocce a try visit us on the courts or contact us on 

duralbocceclub@gmail.com



Hillside Happenings
Hillside Public School’s Centenary Celebration – How you can get involved
Event Date: 30th October 2026

We are excited to announce that planning 

for Hillside Public School’s 100 Year 

Celebration is well underway. 

This significant milestone has already 

sparked wonderful enthusiasm and 

excitement throughout our community.

Register your interest

We warmly encourage families, 
former students and 
community members to be 
part of this special occasion. 
Register your interest online 
via the QR code or by 
contacting the school directly 
on 9652 1459 or emailing 
hillside-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Share your stories

We would also love to hear your 
Hillside memories. If you have stories, 
photos or reflections from your time 
at Hillside, please get in touch with 
the school. It is a wonderful opportunity 
to celebrate the generations who have 
been part of our school’s history.

Volunteer your time

As planning continues, we would love to 
hear from anyone wishing to support the 
next phase of organisation.

Prizes needed

We are also reaching out 
to local businesses and 
community members who 
may wish to contribute 
prizes for our celebration 
night. Your generosity will 
help make the event even 
more memorable.

Stay tuned for further updates!

Enrol Enrolling Now.
Kindergarten to Year 6!
Looking for a school that feels like family? 
At Hillside Public School, small classes 
mean big attention, loads of fun, 
and endless opportunities to shine. 
Out-of-area applications welcome!

Join our wonderful school community - 
visit our website to see what’s happening 
at Hillside or book a school tour to 
experience the Hillside difference.

State Of The Art Storage Facilities
YOUR SPACE YOU KEEP THE KEYS

SHORT OR LONG TERM STORAGE

24/7 CAMERA SURVEILLANCE

FREE USE OF TROLLEYS

Variety of
Storage Sizes and Options FREE MOVE-IN TRUCK HIRE

*Conditions apply

PERSONAL STORAGE 
BOAT & CARAVAN
CAR STORAGE 

BUSINESS STORAGE
WINE STORAGE 
SHIPPING CONTAINERS

50 CARRINGTON RD

02 9659 1122

CASTLE HILL
324 ANNANGROVE ROAD

02 9679 2290

ROUSE HILL
36 MID DURAL ROAD

02 9653 1122

GALSTON *ACCESS FROM
5AM TO 10PM

Secure, Clean & Flexible

Family-friendly 

DENTAL CARE 
just around  
the corner

Suite1, 524 Old Northern Rd, 
Dural, NSW,  2158 

(02) 9651 1806

info@roundcornerdental.com.au



Walk Safely To School Day: 
A Cherished Arcadian Tradition
Walk Safely To School Day is a special 

occasion that brings the entire Arcadian 

community together. For over fifteen years, 

parents, students, and local residents have 

celebrated this meaningful event with 

enthusiasm and community spirit.

The day begins at the Arcadian Rural Fire 
Brigade Station, where volunteer officers 
warmly welcome families, proudly display 
fire trucks, and answer questions from 
curious children and parents, often with a 
few friendly dogs in tow. Adding a unique 
touch to the day were our duelling 
bagpipers: leading the walk was 
ex-alumnus and bagpiper Mr Jock 
McDonald, followed at the rear of the line 
with P&C Life Member Mr Rolfe Chrystal. 

Their lively and rhythmic 
music inspired families as 
they walked safely to school 
in a most harmonious way.

Joining the procession 
were school equestrian 
riders and their horses, 
creating a vibrant 
atmosphere alongside 
students, families, and 
dedicated Rural Fire Brigade 
volunteers. The brigade 
provided essential traffic support, 
ensuring everyone’s safety as the 
community made its way up Arcadia Road 
into the school grounds.

At school, parents prepared and served a 
delicious breakfast of bacon and egg rolls 
and warm Milo, a comforting way to start 
the day after the energising walk. Beyond 
promoting walking as a healthy lifestyle, 
this event celebrates the strong community 
connections that make Arcadia so special.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to 
Mr Jock McDonald and Mr Rolfe Chrystal 
for their ongoing support, the Arcadian 
Rural Fire Brigade for their dedication, 

and all parents, staff, students, 
and community members who help 
make Walk Safely To School Day an 
outstanding tradition.

Exciting opportunities await at Arcadia 

Public School! Enrolments for all grades 

and Kindergarten 2027 are now open. 

Contact our friendly office staff on 9653-

1207 to book a school tour and experience 

our vibrant learning environment firsthand.

Belinda Reedman
Proud Principal of amazing 

Arcadia Public School

The Pacific Hills 
Learning Journey
From birth to age five, a child’s brain develops more rapidly than 

at any other stage, shaping their future learning long before 

Kindergarten begins. At Pacific Hills Early Learning Centre (ELC), 

we nurture this critical season in a Christ-centred environment 

where every child is known, valued, and supported.

As part of the Pacific Group of Christian Schools, our Early 
Learning Centre lays strong foundations through play-based 

learning, quality care, and faith-shaped values that prepare 
children for a seamless transition into school.

Located adjacent to Pacific Hills Christian School in Dural, 
families can easily continue their child’s journey from 
Early Learning right through to Year 12 within one connected, 
supportive community. This seamless journey builds belonging, 
strengthens relationships and helps children grow in confidence 
and readiness for the years ahead.

“We’ve loved watching our child grow in confidence at ELC 

and he is so excited to start Kindergarten next year at Pacific Hills 

Christian School. It will be an easy next step for him,” - current 
ELC Family

To find out more about this exciting journey begins, 

go to: www.pacifichillselc.com.au
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Middle Dural Public School
We are well into term 2 and what an exciting 

term it has been, an excursion to Sydney 

Town Hall, joining the National Simultaneous 

Story time and Science!

During the excursion to The Sydney 
Writer's Festival, students had the exciting 
opportunity to listen to a range of inspiring 
authors share their stories and creative 
processes. A highlight of the day was 
participating in a giant soccer dance, hosted 
by popular children's author Mick Elliot, 
which brought the students together in a fun 
and energetic activity. The students were also 

captivated by Dav Pilkey, who spoke about what inspired him to 
become an author, sharing anecdotes about his childhood and 
encouraging everyone to pursue their passions and creativity. 
The festival was a memorable experience that sparked enthusiasm 
for reading, writing, and imagination among all who attended.

Our K-2 class joined National Simultaneous Story time, 
where millions of children, parents, teachers, and library lovers 
across Australia and beyond came together to read Luna Roo the 
Kangaroo Baller at the same time — celebrating the joy of 
reading, storytelling and connection.

This term, students have been focusing on science, exploring a 
range of topics through engaging activities, experiments, 
and discussions. They have investigated concepts such as states 
of matter, forces, and the natural environment, developing their 

understanding through hands-on 
learning and teamwork. The students 
have shown curiosity and enthusiasm 
for scientific inquiry, eagerly asking 
questions and testing hypotheses. 
Their efforts have fostered critical 
thinking skills and a deeper 
appreciation for how science shapes 
our world, making this term an 
exciting and enriching experience for 
all involved.

MUSIC BY LYRICS BY BOOK BY

ALAN MENKEN HOWARD ASHMAN 

& TIM RICE

LINDA WOOLVERTON 
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https://www.trybooking.com/DLHMO 23rd
-25th 

JULY

Galston High School Students 
Bring Magic to the Stage 
with Mary Poppins
After months of rehearsals, singing, dancing and countless hours 

of preparation, Galston High School students are ready to present 

the much-loved musical Mary Poppins from Thursday 23rd July to 

Saturday 25th July 2026.

The production showcases the dedication, creativity and talent 
of students who have worked tirelessly to bring the iconic story 
to life. From lead performers and ensemble members to 
musicians, stage crew and technical teams, students have 
embraced every aspect of the production process.

Rehearsals have been 
filled with energy and 
enthusiasm as students 
refined challenging 
musical numbers, perfected 
choreography and 
developed the confidence 
required to perform before a live audience. Their commitment 
reflects the strength of the school's creative and performing arts 
programs and the opportunities available for students to pursue 
their passions.

Audiences can look forward to a spectacular family-friendly 
production featuring memorable songs, colourful costumes and 
plenty of theatrical magic.

More than just a musical, Mary Poppins is a celebration 
of teamwork, perseverance and student achievement, 
highlighting what can be accomplished when young people are 
given the opportunity to shine.

Tickets are on sale now - https://www.trybooking.com/DLHMO. 

Don't miss the chance to support these talented local performers 

and experience a practically perfect evening of entertainment.



Galston District 
Garden Club

Our Guest Speaker for the Club’s June 

meeting was our very own Chris Jones. 

Chris has a garden in Kenthurst which was 

open to the public last year during our 

Open Garden Weekend in October. Chris 

spoke about “Successful Composting” 

a subject you might fall a sleep in, but no, 

Chris kept our interest and gave great 

information to successful composting.

Our Speaker for July will be Rebecca 
Darly - “Working safely in the garden”. 
Come and join us as a visitor or member to 
enjoy this talk and a cuppa with members 
at the end of the night. Our meetings are 
held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month 
in the Galston Community Hall, 
34 Arcadia Road, Galston at 7.30pm.

Do you know that most items destined 
for landfill can be transformed into 
valuable nutrients for the Garden? 
Cardboard, newspaper, kitchen scraps, 
rotten fruit and veggies, grass clippings 
and fallen leaves can all go into the 
compost bin. What comes out is 
nutrient-rich,crumbly ‘garden gold’ that 
can be used to improve and enrich soil 
or potting mixes. There are many ways to 
compost and various systems to suit 
a space, no matter how big or small.

Gedye compost bin is a simple but 
effective way to compost. It’s large 
enough to make most household and 
garden waste.

Tumbler Bin is a raised bin with a crank 
or similar mechanism to allow you to easily 
rotate the unit and aerate the mix. 
Turn regularly to accelerate the 
composting process.

Compost bays are an ideal solution for 
those with a large backyard and access 
to a large amount of garden waste and 
other materials. A little more physically 
demanding as it requires regular turning 
and moving materials from one by to 
the next.

Compost bins need a good balance of 
nitrogen or ‘green ‘waste, carbon or 
‘brown’ waste, air and moisture for the 
process to be effective. Alternate layers of 
green and brown materials, top with a layer 
of cardboard or newspaper and give it a 
good spray with water. Use a garden 
fork or compost aerator to fluff the 
mix weekly: this will help the waste bread 
down faster.

Things to avoid are meat, dairy and 
bread, weeds, deceased plant material and 
large quantities of grass clippings.

If your bin smells there are too many 
wet or green ingredients so add dry or 
brown matter and aerate to thoroughly 
turn the pile. If nothing is breaking down 
the compost may be too dry. Add a handful 
of pelletised organic matter, give it a good 
road and mix well. If the compost is matted 
and clumpy the compost is moist and will 
benefit from being regularly turned. Add a 
small amount of dry matter if it’s more on 
the wet side.

If you have never tried making your own 
compost why not have a go.

For further information regarding the 
Galston Garden Club go to our website: 
galstongardenclub.com.au or 
email: galstongardenclub@gmail.com

Galston Early Learning 
Centre – Working Bee Brings 
Our Community Together
On Saturday 15th June, the Galston Early 

Learning Centre community joined with the 

Galston Uniting Church community for a 

successful working bee to refresh our 

outdoor playground, Bush Program area, 

and church grounds.

Educators, committee members, families, 
and church members generously 

volunteered their time to weed garden 
beds, trim hedges, spread bark, and tidy 
outdoor spaces. It was a wonderful 
opportunity for our communities to come 
together, connect, and support one another 
while enhancing the environment for 
our children.

Following the morning’s work, 
volunteers enjoyed a shared morning tea, 

providing time to relax, reflect on the 
achievements of the day, and strengthen 
community connections.

A special thank you goes to Mark Engall 
from Engall’s Nursery for generously 
donating a finger lime tree, as well as to 
the community members who donated 
Kangaroo Paw and other bush tucker 
plants to support the growth of our 
developing bush tucker garden.

On behalf of Galston Early Learning 
Centre and Galston Uniting Church, 
we extend our sincere thanks to everyone 
who contributed their time, resources, 
and support. Your generosity has helped 
create a beautiful outdoor environment 
for our children while further 
strengthening the connections within our 
wider community.



by Lachlan Turner

Silky Needle Bush
When venturing along walking tracks in our local bushland it 

is always a pleasant surprise to come across an unexpected 

wildflower. One of the more noticeable and abundant varieties 

during cooler months would be the Silky Needle Bush 

(Hakea sericea).

This attractive spreading, open shrub may grow up to 3m high 
in favourable conditions. It can be found in both open forest 
and scrubby heathlands which have sandy or clay soils.

Depending upon its habitat, flowering may commence in 
June and continue into September.

The narrow, fairly rigid leaves are about 50mm long, 
right angled to the branch, having a sharp tip at the end. 
Hence the word “Needle” in its name. The other word in its 
common name appears to be derived from the silky hairs that 
are present on new growth.

Delicately formed white flowers are mostly clustered towards 
the ends of reddish brown branches. These flowers possess a 
mild scent that can be detected if you are able to get close 
enough to them without coming in contact with the sharp spiky 
leaves while doing so.

The fruits of this shrub develop into a rounded and wrinkled, 
woody hard shell reminiscent of a walnut shell. The matured 
fruit may remain on the plant for several years before it opens 
to reveal a flat, winged seed.

As with many species of our native flora there are frequently 
similar varieties that may be growing in the same area 
making them difficult to separately identify as their flowers 
and foliage are somewhat similar. In the case of the Silky 
Needle Bush, one of these close relatives is known as the 
Warty Needle Bush (Hakea propinqua). Another is the Hairy 
Needle Bush (Hakea gibbosa), both of which may be mistaken 
for the Silky Needle Bush.

It is possible to propagate these Hakea varieties for use in a 
native home garden. They respond well to tip pruning.
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Building A Heart-
Safe Community
Every minute matters in a cardiac emergency. When someone 

suffers a sudden cardiac arrest, fast action can make the difference 

between life and death. That is why community defibrillator 

programs are such an important part of local safety, especially in 

areas where ambulance response times may be longer than we 

would like. The Community Defib Project supporting Arcadia and 

Galston (Community 2159) was created to help communities install 

Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) that are accessible to the 

public 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

This is now an opportunity for our own community to get involved. 
Over the last 5 years the team has already placed 11 defibs 
around the local area see map.

A local defib program can only succeed when residents and 
volunteers come together with a shared purpose: making lifesaving 
equipment available when and where it is needed most.

We are now inviting expressions of interest from people who would 

like to be part of your local team to support this initiative, you do 

not need to be a medical expert to help. If you are passionate 

about community safety and would like to help build a heart-safe 

neighbourhood, now is the time to put your hand up and register 

your interest in joining the local defib team, by emailing Mike of 

melvidge68@gmail.com

Aussie Exports 
Overseas

Aussie Pumps, continues to 

grow not just in Australia, 

but also globally. With over 

30 years of growth this 

company is a great local 

success story. Unlike big 

corporations that are driven 

by shareholders demands 

for dividends, Aussie is a 

family business and has 

proven that Australian 

innovation can produce 

products that are now considered “world’s best”.

“This is a big thank you to the customers for their terrific 
support. Our products out perform others and are substantially 
better value than competitors. Our quality is backed up by 
long warranties”, said Aussie’s Export Manager, Mel Jansen.

“The fundamentals of modern civilisation are clean water 
and sanitation. Our staff is fanatical about analysing customer 
application needs and then developing products that meet those 
requirements. “If it will work in Australia’s outback, on mines, 
farms or even construction sites, it will work anywhere in 
the world,” said Mel.

Australian Pump operates from a 6-acre, two factory in 
Sydney. Aussie is revolutionary in its approach and ships its 
advanced design products to all corners of the globe.

The company studies market trends and the political and 
economic background of the countries they work in. “If you know 
your market and your competition before you start you can 
project your advantages,” she commented.

Melinda explained the need for consistent communication and 
development of distributors in export markets. Aussie Pumps 
export success is an example of what an Australian start up can 
achieve. The company has a simple policy of top-quality innovative 
products sold both in Australia and throughout the world.

“We fight the multinationals every day and win. Our unique 
designs are marketed at competitive prices”, said Mel. Aussie is 
recruiting as success means opportunities for the right people.

For further information on Aussie’s range of products 

contact on 02 8865 3500. www.aussiepumps.com.au

ADVERTORIAL

NSW RFS REPORT

Aussie is proud to be shipped 

even to Equatorial Africa
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He will Return
The return of Christ has long been the hope of every Bible believing 

Christian. It marks the end of this troubled world and a new 

beginning where death, sorrow, and pain are forever banished. 

People from all walks of life, whether Christian or non-Christian, 

recognise that our world is in a terrible mess; fraught with 

violence, pain, and heartache. Our only hope is for God to intervene 

and make all things new.

As the disciples watched Jesus ascend, two angels appeared to 
them and said, “This same Jesus will come in like manner as 
you saw Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:9-11). He ascended into 
the clouds, and He will return in the clouds. All “will see the Son of 
Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory” 
(Matthew 24:30). “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every 
eye will see Him” (Revelation 1:7). However, Jesus warned that 
many “false christs and false prophets will rise” and will “deceive” 
many (Matthew 24:5,11,24). If you see Him in different places 

“don’t believe it” said Jesus (v26). When Christ returns, He will not 
touch the earth. “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout... and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who 
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Thus, we shall always be with 
the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:16,18).

Each Saturday 9:30am, we have a group Bible study, followed by 
the Divine Service at 11am. On Wednesday evening 7pm, 
is Prayer Connect. Everyone is welcome!

Please continue to pray for one another and for 
our community.

Pastor Steve Belson

0438 459 223, Galston Adventist Church

49 Arcadia Road Galston

Website: galston.adventist.org.au

Email: galstonsadventistchurch@gmail.com

News from St Benedicts
What happened to the fete?
Once again at the end of May the 
St Benedict’s fete was called off due to 
the bad weather and the unsafe conditions 
this created. We were so sorry to let 
everyone down again and we’ve postponed 
our major Country Fair until next year.

Mini Fete 12th July
The good news is that we’ll be holding a 
mini fete as part of our celebrations of the 
Feast of St Benedict on Sunday 12th July. 
This will be from after 9am Mass 
until 1pm in a paved area or, 
indeed, indoors if the 
weather lets us down again. 
So it will be on regardless 
and will have some of the 
most popular attractions – 
chocolate wheel, fruit and 
vegie boxes, barbecue, tea and 
coffee, gifts, craft, plants. And the 
raffles will be drawn!

Melanie’s award
Congratulations to dedicated 
parishioner Melanie Hume 
from Galston who was 
recently presented with a 

Diocesan medal by Bishop 
Anthony Randazzo. Melanie does 

so much for our parish and we are 
very grateful to her for her endless 

contributions and for the way she 
generously shares her musical talent. 
Picture shows Melanie being 
acknowledged by her fellow parishioners.

First Communion
On Sunday 7th June 11 young parishioners 
celebrated their First Holy Communion at 
the 10:30am Mass. This is always a 
beautiful occasion for the children and 
their families and we congratulate 
them all. We also thank the team of adults 
who guided them through the months 
of preparation.

Parish Notices
Service times and parish information are 
found at www.bbcatholic.org.au/arcadia. 
Click on the News and Events tab to find 
the weekly Parish Bulletin. Or ring Paula 
9653 2312 on Monday or Friday at the 
Parish Office, St Benedict’s Catholic 
Church 2 Fagans Road Arcadia.



Knowing and doing the will of God
How often do Christians speak about 

the ‘Will of God’? We use these words 

frequently, don’t we? In John 1:1-17 

Christ uses these words and in verse 17 

gives us a wonderful secret of how we can 

discover the will of God. The whole story is 

full of instruction for us.

His brothers wanted Jesus to go to 
Jerusalem to the Feast (Festival) of 
Tabernacles. There was nothing wrong 
with a Jewish man going to this feast. 
But Jesus said that there was something 
else involved for Him. Was it God’s time 
for Him to go? His whole life was run by 
God’s clock, and God’s time had not yet 
fully come.

It would be all right for others to go to 
the Feast just then, but not for Him. 
Sometimes it is hard for us to see others 
being allowed to do the things we would 
like to do, but the Lord doesn’t allow us 
to do them. We need to follow what His 
will is for us personally and not look at 
what others are doing.

When God’s time came, Jesus did 
go up to the feast at Jerusalem and 
God used Him and blessed Him there. 
When God’s will and God’s time come 
together, that is the time for us to act 
and that is when God will bless and 
use us.

In verse 17 Jesus says, ‘If you are really 
willing to do God’s will when He makes 
it known to you, He will always show that 
will to you’.

Are you really willing for God’s will 
whatever it may mean? Or do you want to 
know what it is first of all and then decide 
if you want to do it or not?

Jesus says, ‘If you want God to show 
his will for your life, first of all tell Him you 
are willing to do it no matter what it is. 
Then He will reveal it to you in His own 
time and way!’

Read Psalm 143:10 and make it your 
prayer today and always.

Wait for God to speak but don’t make 

Him wait for you.

(a message by the late 
Rev Ed Long)

Come and find out more at: Glenorie 

Mission Church, 1409 Old Northern Rd, 

Glenorie. Sunday Service 10.00.am

Galston Uniting Church
A Concert for Parramatta Mission

This was an 
afternoon of 
delightful music 
brought to us 
by the extremely 
talented senior 
music students 
of Abbotsleigh 
College. The 

program featured piano, string, woodwind, brass and vocal 
performances brought to us by the young ladies in a concert 
that showcased their upcoming HSC Music presentations. 
The proceeds from the concert have gone to support the work 
of Parramatta Mission. The concert program was followed by 
afternoon tea with an opportunity to talk with the performers and 
their accompanying teachers. The standard of performance of 
these students was truely amazing!

Parramatta 
Mission
Parramatta Mission 
has been serving the 
local community for 
over 50 years. 
They provide meals, 
and emergency 
assistance such as 
hampers, showers 

and washing facilities to people facing homelessness 
and hardship.

With winter upon us, they have an  increasing need for 
donations of warm clothing and bedding in particular, as well as 
good quality items for everyday living. Monetary donations help 
provide new fresh underwear, soaps etc. and can be made through 
their website: https://parramattamissioin.org.au

Galston Uniting has been enjoying a closer association with 
Parramatta Mission since our previous minister Rev Geoff Smith, 
took on the role of lead minister there three years ago. So we 
are happy to receive any material donations you may wish to 
make to Parramatta Mission and we will forward them on. 
Donations may be left at the church office on Tuesdays 
and Fridays.

Save the Date
RFS Dedication Service - Sunday 23rd August 10am.

Church services continue in church at 10am on Sundays. 
You will also find us on Facebook where you can find live-streams 
of our service and other information about all our events 
(don’t forget to like us).

If you, or someone you know needs prayer support or just 
someone to chat to, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
The church office is open on Tuesdays and Fridays.

Contact Jayne Young, Office Manager.

11 School Road, Galston.

Phone 9653 2039



Life with Jesus - Straight to the Point!
Recently I read this noticeboard sign and was challenged with 

its boldness - coming straight to the point! (please forgive my pun!)

It set me to thinking about another list I read...

1. LIFE IS A GIFT.
“Every good thing given & every perfect gift is from above; 
it comes down from the Father of Lights (the Creator & Sustainer 
of the heavens), in whom there is no variation or shadow for He is 
perfect & never changes.” James 1:17.

2. DEATH IS SURE.
“For the wages of sin is death but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus.” Romans 6:23.

3. THE BIBLE IS TRUTH.
“The sum of Your words is Truth & every one of Your righteous 
ordinances endures forever.” Psalm 119:160.

4. HEALTH IS WEALTH.
“Beloved, I pray that in every way you may succeed & prosper & 
be in good health.” 3 John:2.

5. TOMORROW IS NOT PROMISED.
“Do not boast about tomorrow for you do not know what a day 
may bring.” Proverbs 27:1.

6. GOD IS ALWAYS WORKING.
“But this I call to mind. Therefore I have hope. It is because of the 
Lord’s lovingkindness that we are not consumed, because His 
compassions never fail. They are new every morning. Great & 
beyond measure is His faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22-23.

7. ONLY JESUS CAN SAVE.
“Jesus said: ‘I am the only way to God & the real Truth & the 
real Life. No one comes to the Father but through Me.” John 14:6.

So there we have it!! It’s straight to the point- for every individual, 
because “God so greatly loved the world (you & me) that he gave 
His one & only Son, that whoever believes & trusts in Him as 
Saviour shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16.

God bless.

Pr. Alex & Dee Valich
Glenorie Community Church. 

Sundays at 10am - please come. You’d be very welcome!
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LANDSCAPING SERVICES

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Gardening

Pruning & Lopping

Top Dressing & Fertilising

Landscaping & Irrigation Work

�Rubbish Removal & Gutter  

Cleaning

General Handyman

High Pressure Washing

The greatest compliment I canreceive is to be recommended by you to your family and friends.
Neville O’Connor

Garden, Maintenance & Handyman

M: 0418 405 670

E: a1services@internode.on.net

GARDENING &  
HOME SERVICES

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

BRICKLAYING AND STONE WORKS

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

BUILDING SERVICES

Bricklaying services

new homes

extensions

and all your other masonry needs

retaining walls

stone work

structural landscaping 

License No: 234383C

Mobile: 0410 574 910
Email: cullenmasonry@hotmail.com.    abN: 96 126 801 689

C u l l e n  M a s o n r y ®

Cm

Ellis Building Service

www.ellisbuildingcontractors.com.au

• Renovation & additions

• Decks & outdoor living areas

• Design and council arranged

Building Contractors

nailit@bigpond.com
Lic no 9095c

Building  

in the Hills 

45 years

CALL
Brian 0418 474 592
Keith 0418 474 590

ABSOLUTE AUTOMOTIVE
Arc Lic AU31532

George Kerrison

Jason Jamer

LPG REGO

INSPECTIONS

ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS & COMPLETE

SERVICING FOR ALL MAKES & MODEL VEHICLES

02 9651 4529
Unit 8, 829 Old Northern Rd, (Cnr Quarry Rd) Dural

GUTTERING SERVICES

CALL 1300 095 435 or 0407 884 000
www.aalcanguttering.com.au Lic: 273298C

Gutter replacement
Downpipes
Rainwater solutions
Custom leaf guard
systems for your home

OUR SERVICES

Third Generation family business
owned & operated with 50 years

experience, based  in Kenthurst and
specializing in The Hills and

surrounding rural areas. 25
years warranty
ON ALL OUR RUST-PROOF ALUMINUM PRODUCTS,
WHICH ARE ROLLED OUT ON-SITE.



STOP PROBLEMS BEFORE THEY OVERFLOW.
Call The Punctual Plumbers

0488 827 3040488 827 304

CLOCK SERVICE CLOCK SERVICE 
ROUND-THE

License no: 267530C
@pureplumbingpros
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PEST CONTROL

PAINTING SERVICES

FENCING SERVICES

 0411 737 605  |  sean.refresh@gmail.com

All Internal and external 

Commercial and residential

Free Quote

 Your Local Painter 

Please contact us for a free, no obligation quote.

PLUMBING SERVICES

Drainage
Blocked Drains
Pipe Relining
Taps & Toilets
Leaking Pipes
Hot Water
Gas

www.hillsdistrictplumbing.au

*

Hills District Plumbing

0459 305 360

PLASTERER SERVICES

SERVICES

• Gyprock plastering, Repairs, Cornices, Roses

• Ornamental Ceiling Panels, Suspended Ceilings

• Partition Walls 

J & C RANDO  P/L

All types of repairs, small or large.

Home, Office, Shop, Extensions, Granny flats

JOE RANDO - MOB: 0412 238 668

PROFESSIONAL PLASTERER

A.B.N. 20.003.189624    License No. R72770- (License: Joe Rando)

Glenn Truelove

PLUMBER • ROOF PLUMBER • DRAINER 

GASFITTER • LP GASFITTER 

LICENCE No. 135755C

MOBILE 0400 804 211
Email gatruelove@bigpond.com

RELIABLE

EXPERT

solutions

you can Count on us

SKILLED. TRAINED.

PROFEsSIONALs.

we fix it right!

NOT ALL SUPERHERoS  

WEAR CAPES…

 SOME CARRY
PIPE WRENCHES!

 EMERGENCY PLUMBERS

0468 019 3020468 019 3020468 019 302

http://pureplumbingpros.com.au/booking
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T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

167.5mm

Rainfall
Rainfall recorded period 
15/05/26 to 
14/06/26 is

Trades and 
Services

Ad space available 
for $59 ex gst 

per monthly edition

Air Perfection  
Air Conditioning 
Sales, Service & Installation

0427 305 247
airperfection247@gmail.com

SENIORS DISCOUNT

Galston Dry 
Cleaners

9/360 Galston Rd, Galston

Mob: 0425 888 077

Cleaning Wedding Gowns, Curtains, 
Doonas and Leathers Justin Kim   

0433 233 203
www.hillsidepainting.com.au

 Interior / Exterior

 �Residential / Commercial

 �Water Pressure Washing

CALL NOW FOR THE BEST PRICE

Lic#264338C

 Texture

 �Water Damage Repair

 Plaster Repair

PAT FEDELE
Professional Painter

L
ic

e
n

s
e

 R
9

6
4

5
8

Local Licensed Painter in the 

Hills Shire for over 30 years - 

Fully Insured 

Free Quotes

0407 232 869

WASHING MACHINE AND DRYER SERVICES

PLUMBING SERVICES PLUMBING SERVICES
-  Y
S
Fi
n
-  h

OUR SERVICES

Blocked Drains  |  Water leaks
Gas Fitting  |  Hot Water

Repairs and Maintenance
Taps + Toilets

stoutsplumbingservices.com.au

0477 477 768

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBER 

10% 
SENIORS 

DISCOUNT

HILLS DISTRICT PLUMBERHILLS DISTRICT PLUMBER
 Google 4.9 Star Rating

 Guaranteed 24/7 Fast Response

 Lifetime Labour Warranty

 Seniors Discounts Available

 On Time, No Mess or you Pay $100 Less

02 9199 2024
reactiveplumbing.com.au

Leaking Taps • Blocked Drains • Leaking Toilets • Water Filtration 

Burst Pipes • CCTV Inspection • Hot Water Systems • Pipe Relining

Lic. 269464C



P U Z Z L E

IMPORTANT LOCAL INFORMATION

LOCAL JP’s

Mary Ord, Glenorie - 0400 363 563

Julia Billyard and Darren Bonaccordo, Elude Games, Galston - 8005 0077

Vicki Brownless - 0423 727 826 (South Maroota area)

Cherrybrook Shopping Village, Shepherds Drive, every Saturday morning 10:00 AM to noon.

There will be a JP at Dural Library Wednesdays between 1:00 PM and 3:00 PM. Also available at Cherrybrook Shopping Village, 

10:00 AM to 12:00 noon Saturdays. Contact Jane 0427 998 004.

LOCAL RURAL FIRE SERVICES

(Station phones are unmanned and will operate answer phone services only. Call 000 for Emergencies)

Hills Rural Fire Service District Office 9658 9000

Hornsby Rural Fire Service District Office 9883 2000

Arcadia Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain SALLY ELVIDGE 0424 428 178

Galston Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain MATT WHITE 0407 390 955

Glenorie Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain DANE JOHANSEN 0457 596 283

Hillside Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain ANDREW BAILDON 9652 2245

Middle Dural Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain MORRIE MAAIT 0412 267 567

Sudoku
Fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

The Galston, Glenorie & Hills Rural Community News

prides itself on reporting a variety of local topics, 

covering news, features, sports, entertainment, the arts, 

and community contributions.

We are interested in local stories from: Arcadia, Berrilee, 

Berowra Waters, Cattai, Canoelands, Dural, Fiddletown, 

Forest Glen, Galston, Glenorie, Maraylya, Maroota, 

Middle Dural, South Maroota, and Wisemans Ferry.

To submit a story idea, editorial, community 
contribution, obituary, photo, letter to the editor, 

or general news item, please email: 
editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au

Please send stories in editable text (Word or email), 
not in PDF. The maximum word count is 500.

Copy must be received by the 15th of the month.

09 Highland (7)

10  Jimi ---, short-lived rock guitarist (7)

11  Hands off! (3,2)

12  World's largest mammal (4,5)

13  Based (9)

15  Nobel-winning Irish poet and dramatist (5)

16  Dual Olympic gold-winning cyclist (6,5)

20  Rearrange (5)

22  Today is the tomorrow you worried about --- (9)

24  Rugby commentator and seven times captain 
of the Kangaroos (3,6)

26  Common computer code (1,1,1,1,1)

27  Possibly ... (5,2)

28  Formally installed (5,2)

ACROSS

01  Practically in one's face (2,5)

02  Sacred Hindu text (6)

03  Lisa is one, and so is Jessica (8)

04  NT sinkhole (5,5)

05  Grand (4)

06  No matter what (6)

07  Persist (3,5)

08  Outlay (7)

14  Run a commercial operation (2,8)

16  Move around (3,5)

17  Machine controller (8)

18  Revenge (7)

19  Ray sins badly, living in the Middle East (7)

21  Shots (6)

23  Respectable (6)

25  Gum or plum? (4)
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ANSWERS FROM JUNE ISSUE

HELP AND INFORMATION SERVICES

General Emergencies 000 Lifeline (24 hours) 13 11 14

Energy Australia Energy 13 13 88 Poisons Information Line 13 11 26

Hornsby Hospital 9477 9123 Police - Hornsby 9476 9799

Hills Shire Council 9843 0555 Police - Castle Hill 9680 5399

Hornsby Shire Council 9847 6666 Sydney Water 13 20 90

Endeavour Energy (Outages) 13 10 03




