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Johnson Road 'Park' saved 
from Industrialisation
by Katrina Emmett

The unanimous decision by Hornsby 
Shire Council on 11th March to halt the 
planning proposal to rezone 1–3 
Johnson Road from rural to general 
industrial use is a tremendous positive 
outcome for the Galston community.

For over two years, local residents, families 
and community groups have worked 
tirelessly to raise concerns about the 
proposal. Community members attended 
every Council meeting, wrote submissions, 
organised petitions, spoke to councillors and 
supported one another in standing up for the 
character and future of our area.

The result shows the power of a 
community that refuses to give up. 
When people consistently show up, make 
their voices heard and remain respectful but 
determined, they can help shape the 
decisions that affect the places they live.

The decision is also a reminder that 
community spaces matter deeply to the 
people who live around them. Galston is 
proud of its village character, green spaces 
and strong sense of community connection. 
Protecting those qualities is something 
residents care about passionately.

While this outcome is worth celebrating, 
it should also mark the beginning of the next 
important step. Now is the time for Council to 
formally rezone 3 Johnson Road site as RE1 
Public Recreation, in perpetuity. Doing so would 

provide certainty that this space will remain 
protected for future generations and avoid 
similar proposals resurfacing in years to come.

Many residents would welcome the 
opportunity to see the land preserved as a 
lasting community asset, something that 
reflects the values and priorities of the 
people who live here.

Finally, while the outcome is positive, 
some residents remain concerned about the 
differences between what was resolved in 
the Mayoral Minute of December last year - 
which called for independent evaluation of 
financial assessments - and the approach 
that ultimately led to the recommendation for 
the proposal being withdrawn in March.

Transparency and clarity around such 
processes are important for maintaining 
public trust.

For now, though, the community can take 
pride in what has been achieved. Galston 
residents stood together, stayed engaged 
and never backed down - and that collective 
effort has made a real difference.
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Alex Healey, Principal 
Strategic Planner; Louise 
Higginson & Richard 
Pamplin, Strategic Planners 
– Hornsby Shire Council.

The meeting in February, was 
most enlightening as the club 
listened to their guest speakers 
from Hornsby Shire Council. 
Alex Healey, Louise Higginson, 
and Richard Pamplin. They gave 
s a very clear insight into future 
development, summed up in the 
‘Glenorie Village Place Plan’.

The ‘Glenorie Village Place 
Plan’ was compiled from a 
myriad of varying interests, 
stakeholders and individuals, 
who want to see Glenorie 
progress as a Municipal Rural 
Area. The difficulties the Council 
Planners faced were evident as 
the likes of Sydney Water’s 
sewage issues, land size 
allotments, bush fire zones, 
traffic and pedestrian 
considerations, and commercial 
usage, were all explained. 

It appears that the Council has 
come up with a Plan that would 
satisfy the needs of most 
residents and land users, 
although it is clear nothing is 
perfect and not everyone will 
benefit. The Plan incorporates 
areas close to the centre of the 
Village that are designated as 
‘small rural lots’ 
(5,000m2, 4,000m2), 
townhouses, new road, 
roundabout, commercial area, 
open space and entry statement.

Most of our Glenorie Probus 
Club members would celebrate 
this new plan and look forward 
to its establishment. As many of 
our members live in Galston, 
we were also encouraged to 
hear that it will be the next 
Place Plan on Hornsby Council.

Glenorie Village Plan
by Glenorie Probus Club
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Community First: Lessons from the 
Johnson Road Rezoning Proposal
by Independent Councillor, Nathan Tilbury

At the March Council meeting, a last-minute Mayoral Minute was put up to 
cease consideration of the proposed rezoning of 1–3 Johnson Road, Galston. 
I am pleased to say, it passed unanimously through Council. This brings a 
long and exhausting chapter to a close.

First and foremost, I want to recognize and thank the Galston community. 
For years, residents, families, businesses and volunteers worked tirelessly to 
ensure their voices were heard. However, the community should never have 
had to fight this battle in the first place.

At its core, this is an issue of governance. Planning proposals must be 
supported by clear evidence before progressing. This includes feasibility 
studies, environmental assessments, infrastructure analysis and financial 
modelling. These are essential for responsible decision-making.

In this case, it is clear the Johnson Road proposal lacked that foundation. 
There was little evidence of economic viability or practical delivery. Yet it still 
progressed through council processes, forcing the community to mobilise in 
response. That should concern every resident. This process has fallen short, 
failing councillors, staff and, most importantly, the community. Council has a 
responsibility to ensure proposals are rigorously assessed before reaching 
this stage. When that doesn’t happen, it damages trust and trust is the most 
important asset any Council has.

This episode is a reminder of what local government should be: a partnership 
built on trust. That trust must be earned through strong governance, 
accountability and a genuine commitment to putting the community first.

At the next council meeting, I will be seeking a full accounting of these 
costs. Transparency matters, particularly when public funds are involved.

Congratulations to the residents of Galston who have shown what a 
united community can achieve. I sincerely hope that we as a council learn 
lessons from this whole unfortunate episode.
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Vale: Colin 
Robert Schwebel
(30th July 1944 – 26th February 2026)
Colin Robert Schwebel, known to 
many as Col or “Butch”, was a lifelong 
Glenorie local and a deeply respected 
member of the community. 
A fourth-generation Schwebel in the 
district and third-generation Hughes, 
Col’s roots in Glenorie ran deep, 
with up to six generations of his 
family connected to the area he proudly 
called home.

Raised in Harrison Lane, Glenorie, Col grew 
up helping on his family’s mixed farm 
alongside his siblings Les, Helen and Phillip. 
From an early age, he developed a strong 
work ethic, learning responsibility through 
farm life, school, and community 
involvement. He attended Glenorie Public 
School and Carlingford Rural High, 
cycling long distances and sharing 
experiences common to rural life at the time.

Col left school at 15 and began an 
apprenticeship as a butcher in Dural, 
eventually managing and then purchasing the 
Glenorie butcher shop in around 1969. 
For more than four decades, Col’s Butchery 
was a cornerstone of the community. Known 
for quality produce, friendly service and 
genuine conversation, the shop was a place 
where locals felt welcome and connected. 
Col treated customers as friends, 
always greeting them with warmth, 
humour and a smile.

His award-winning sausages became 
legendary, including a special gluten-free 
recipe that followed him through his career. 
Col took great pride in traditional butchery, 
once personally selecting carcasses at the 
Homebush abattoirs in the early hours of 
the morning. Long days and late nights 
were common, supported by his family, 

who worked alongside him in the shop and 
catering business he later expanded into.

Col met his wife Chris on a blind date in 
Galston, and they were married within six 
months, sharing 46 years together. They raised 
five children — Jenine, Robert, Michelle, 
Stacie and Brett — and were blessed with 
11 grandchildren and four great-grandchildren, 
most of whom still live locally.

Beyond work and family, Col was known 
for his love of Holden vehicles, cattle, 
and community connection. He was widely 
described as a true gentleman — kind, loyal, 
hardworking and quietly generous.

Colin Schwebel gave his heart to Glenorie 
and its people. He will be remembered with 
affection and gratitude by all who knew him.

Rest in peace.
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FIREARMS SEIZED
A 74-year-old South Maroota resident faces 
several charges after police discovered multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition at his 
property.

Police responded to calls from neighbours 
on the evening of Saturday, November 9th who 
alleged the 74-year-old fired a shotgun in his 
backyard, causing distress to nearby residents.

When police arrived they secured the area 
and conducted a thorough investigation. The 
man (who is not a firearms licence holder) 
was allegedly found in possession of multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition. 
Additionally, prohibited drugs were discovered 
on the premises.

He was arrested and taken to Castle Hill 
police station. He faces multiple charges, 
including unauthorized possession and use of 
firearms, possession of unregistered firearms, 
failure to safely store firearms, possession of 
ammunition without a license, and possession 
and supply of prohibited drugs.  He was given 
strict bail to attend Parramatta Local Court next 
month.

Police thanked community members and 
reminded the public about the NSW Firearms 
Amnesty, asking that all unregistered firearms 
are surrendered.

FRAUDSTER CAUGHT
A man is due to face court charged with nearly 
30 fraud-related offences spanning the Sydney 
area following his arrest at Quakers Hill on 
Tuesday, 12th November.

In the past six months, 28 incidents have 
been reported to police, where elderly victims 
were targeted by persons posing as bank 
officials. They have been allegedly tricked into 
believing their bank accounts and credit cards 
have been compromised.

On each occasion, elderly victims have been 
instructed to place their credit cards into an 
envelope and leave it in their letter box, along 
with their PIN numbers.

The cards were collected and allegedly used 
across greater Sydney to make purchases and 
cash withdrawals from ATMs.

Detectives from Riverstone Police Area 
Command commenced an investigation and 
identified offences using this method occurred 
in Riverstone, Kuring Gai, North Shore and Blue 
Mountains Police Area Commands.

Following inquiries, on Tuesday 12 
November 2024, investigators attended a unit 
at Walker Street, Quakers Hill, and arrested a 
22-year-old man.

Police later executed a search warrant at
the premises and seized a number of items 
relevant to the investigation.

The man was taken to Riverstone Police 
Station where he was charged with 28 offences: 
dishonestly obtain financial advantage by 
deception (27 counts) and recklessly deal with 
proceeds of crime.

Police allege that the frauds exceeded 
$65,000. Riverstone Police Area Command 
Crime Manager, Detective Inspector Meagan 

Finlay said the arrest was the result of an 
extensive investigation across numerous 
commands which resulted in identifying an 
offender targeting elderly people.”

Police would like to use this incident 
to remind the public to take the following 
precautions to reduce the risk of being 
scammed by cold-callers:
•• If you receive a threatening phone call (and

demanding money), hang up immediately;
•• Do not disclose personal details to the caller;
•• Never provide your personal or banking details

to a person who calls you;
•• Never provide your financial PIN or account 

passwords to anyone;
•• Do not make any payments to the caller, either

via phone, internet, or cash;
•• If you are suspicious about the credentials of 

a person on the phone, ask questions of them. 
If they avoid answering or refuse to provide 
information, hang up;

•• Don’t let scammers pressure you – scammers 
use detailed scripts to convince you that 
they’re the real deal and create a high-pressure
situation to make a decision on the spot;

•• If you think you have provided your account
details to a scammer, contact your bank or 
financial institution immediately; and

•• Contact police immediately to report the incident.

To find out more information about scams or 
to find out other ways to protect yourself, visit 
www.scamwatch.gov.au.

If you have been the victim of a scam, you 
can report it to local police or to the ACCC 
online at the ‘SCAMwatch report a scam’ page 
or by calling 1300 795 995.

STABBING CHARGE
A man has been charged following an alleged 
stabbing in Carlingford yesterday.

About 2pm yesterday (Sunday 10 November 
2024), officers attached to Ryde Police Area 
Command were called to Carlingford Road, 
Carlingford, following reports of a stabbing 
inside a restaurant.

Police were told two employees had an argu-
ment before one man allegedly stabbed the other 
man multiple times in his head, face and arms.

The 63-year-old man suffered non-life 
threatening injuries and was taken to Royal 

North Shore Hospital for further treatment. 
The 46-year-old man was arrested at the scene. 
He was taken to hospital under police guard for 
treatment for a minor injury to his head.

A crime scene was established and 
examined by specialist officers.

The 46-year-old man was released from 
hospital and taken to Gladesville Police Station 
where he was charged with wounding a person 
with intent to cause grievous bodily harm.

He was refused bail to appear before 
Burwood Local Court today (Mon 11 Nov 2024).

SPEEDING TEENS
At 2.30am 9th November 2024, Ryde Highway 
Patrol officers were conducting stationary 
speed enforcement on the M2 Motorway 
near Windsor Road, Baulkham Hills. During 
this operation, a 19-year-old male driving a 
2016 black BMW 530i was observed traveling 
westbound at an estimated speed of no less 
than 150 km/h in a sign-posted 100 km/h 
zone. The P-Plate driver was stopped and 
spoken to by police. He was issued a fine of 
$3,300 for speeding over 45 km/h and received 
an automatic licence suspension for six 
months.

On Thursday, 7th November, around 1:30pm, 
police observed an unregistered red BMW 3 
Series convertible fitted with plates registered 
to a green BMW 5 Series sedan in Castle Hill. 
The vehicles belonged to an 18-year-old male, 
a suspended P1 license holder. At 9:30am the 
next day, police spotted the same red BMW on 
Cecil Ave. Upon noticing the police, the driver 
allegedly performed a u-turn and sped off, 
losing sight of the officers. Minutes later, the 
vehicle was located stationary on Parsonage 
Road, the driver having “driven the wheels off it” 
in an alleged attempt to avoid being caught. The 
driver received six infringement notices within 
24 hours, totaling $3,862 and 6 demerit points, 
and was arrested and charged with 

**Drive motor vehicle while license 
suspended, 2nd+ offence**.

LUCKY ESCAPE
An 18-year-old escaped serious injury when his 
car was sliced in half following a crash on Old 
Northern Road, Baulkham Hills at approximately 
7.15pm on Tuesday, November 5th.

Police are still investigating the incident 
on Old Northern Road at the junction of Hill St, 
Baulkham Hills. 

The P-plater walked away from the scene 
but was arrested after returning a positive 

roadside breath test.  He was taken to Castle 
Hill Police Station where he returned a blood 
alcohol reading of 0.110.  His licence was 
immediately suspended, and he was charged 
with Mid Range Drink Driving, and will appear in 
Parramatta Local Court on the 11 Dec 2024The 
45-year-old driver of the other vehicle has been
conveyed to the hospital as a precaution.
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NEW CCTV FOOTAGE
Robbery & Serious Crime Squad 
detectives investigating the 
kidnapping and murder of Chris 
Baghsarian released CCTV as they 
appeal for public assistance.

As the investigation continues, 
police released CCTV of an additional three men who may be able to assist 
with inquiries (to view the footage go to our facebook page and/or website).

The men are captured on CCTV walking towards the kidnapper’s 
stronghold on Wildthorn Avenue in Dural on the night of the kidnapping, 
Friday 13th February 2026.

The next day, Saturday 14th February, a blue Hyundai Sedan is seen 
arriving and then leaving the same location just after 12 pm.

Of note, the blue Hyundai is missing a hubcap on its left side.
Anyone with information about the identity of the men captured in the 

CCTV or the driver of the blue car is urged to contact Crime Stoppers on 
1800 333 000 or nsw.crimestoppers.com.au. Information is managed on 
a confidential basis.

The public is reminded not to report information via NSW Police social 
media pages.

SECOND MAN ARRESTED
As reported by Channel 10 News "A second man has been charged 
following the alleged kidnapping of a 53-year-old man from Mt Pritchard 
last month. At around 6:15am on February 24th, police received a report 
that a man had been taken from outside a tobacconist on Meadows Road. 
It is alleged that four unknown men wearing balaclavas approached the 

victim, assaulted him, and forced him into a Hyundai hatchback. 
On February 26th, police recovered the man from a property in Dural and 
arrested a teenager, who remains before the courts.

On March 12th, a 20-year-old man was arrested in Penrith and 
charged with taking/detaining in company with intent to ransom, 
occasioning actual bodily harm, among other offences. He was refused 
bail to appear in Bankstown Local Court".

SINGLE-VEHICLE CRASH
Emergency services responded to a single-vehicle crash on Annangrove 
Road in Kenthurst at around 8:00 am on Wednesday, 18th March 2026.

A vehicle left the roadway and crashed into trees. There was one 
occupant, and no other vehicles were involved. Police are investigating 
the incident, with fatigue believed to be a possible factor.

The crash occurred as severe wet weather continued across the Hills, 
creating slippery roads and reduced visibility. Motorists were urged to 
slow down and drive to the conditions.

NSW Fire Brigade crews were on scene working to remove the vehicle.
Police said drivers experienced heavy traffic in both directions and 

were advised to allow extra travel time.

ST PATRICK’S DAY
Hills police conducted roadside operations across the area during 
St Patrick’s Day.

About 10:50 am on Tuesday, 17th March 2026, officers stopped a 
motorcycle at a random breath testing site on Old Northern Road in 
Castle Hill. The rider, a 46-year-old man, returned a positive roadside 
breath test and was arrested.
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Mother’s Day Special
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FIREARMS SEIZED
A 74-year-old South Maroota resident faces 
several charges after police discovered multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition at his 
property.

Police responded to calls from neighbours 
on the evening of Saturday, November 9th who 
alleged the 74-year-old fired a shotgun in his 
backyard, causing distress to nearby residents.

When police arrived they secured the area 
and conducted a thorough investigation. The 
man (who is not a firearms licence holder) 
was allegedly found in possession of multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition. 
Additionally, prohibited drugs were discovered 
on the premises.

He was arrested and taken to Castle Hill 
police station. He faces multiple charges, 
including unauthorized possession and use of 
firearms, possession of unregistered firearms, 
failure to safely store firearms, possession of 
ammunition without a license, and possession 
and supply of prohibited drugs.  He was given 
strict bail to attend Parramatta Local Court next 
month.

Police thanked community members and 
reminded the public about the NSW Firearms 
Amnesty, asking that all unregistered firearms 
are surrendered.

FRAUDSTER CAUGHT
A man is due to face court charged with nearly 
30 fraud-related offences spanning the Sydney 
area following his arrest at Quakers Hill on 
Tuesday, 12th November.

In the past six months, 28 incidents have 
been reported to police, where elderly victims 
were targeted by persons posing as bank 
officials. They have been allegedly tricked into 
believing their bank accounts and credit cards 
have been compromised.

On each occasion, elderly victims have been 
instructed to place their credit cards into an 
envelope and leave it in their letter box, along 
with their PIN numbers.

The cards were collected and allegedly used 
across greater Sydney to make purchases and 
cash withdrawals from ATMs.

Detectives from Riverstone Police Area 
Command commenced an investigation and 
identified offences using this method occurred 
in Riverstone, Kuring Gai, North Shore and Blue 
Mountains Police Area Commands.

Following inquiries, on Tuesday 12 
November 2024, investigators attended a unit 
at Walker Street, Quakers Hill, and arrested a 
22-year-old man.

Police later executed a search warrant at
the premises and seized a number of items 
relevant to the investigation.

The man was taken to Riverstone Police 
Station where he was charged with 28 offences: 
dishonestly obtain financial advantage by 
deception (27 counts) and recklessly deal with 
proceeds of crime.

Police allege that the frauds exceeded 
$65,000. Riverstone Police Area Command 
Crime Manager, Detective Inspector Meagan 

Finlay said the arrest was the result of an 
extensive investigation across numerous 
commands which resulted in identifying an 
offender targeting elderly people.”

Police would like to use this incident 
to remind the public to take the following 
precautions to reduce the risk of being 
scammed by cold-callers:
•• If you receive a threatening phone call (and

demanding money), hang up immediately;
•• Do not disclose personal details to the caller;
•• Never provide your personal or banking details

to a person who calls you;
•• Never provide your financial PIN or account 

passwords to anyone;
•• Do not make any payments to the caller, either

via phone, internet, or cash;
•• If you are suspicious about the credentials of 

a person on the phone, ask questions of them. 
If they avoid answering or refuse to provide 
information, hang up;

•• Don’t let scammers pressure you – scammers 
use detailed scripts to convince you that 
they’re the real deal and create a high-pressure
situation to make a decision on the spot;

•• If you think you have provided your account
details to a scammer, contact your bank or 
financial institution immediately; and

•• Contact police immediately to report the incident.

To find out more information about scams or 
to find out other ways to protect yourself, visit 
www.scamwatch.gov.au.

If you have been the victim of a scam, you 
can report it to local police or to the ACCC 
online at the ‘SCAMwatch report a scam’ page 
or by calling 1300 795 995.

STABBING CHARGE
A man has been charged following an alleged 
stabbing in Carlingford yesterday.

About 2pm yesterday (Sunday 10 November 
2024), officers attached to Ryde Police Area 
Command were called to Carlingford Road, 
Carlingford, following reports of a stabbing 
inside a restaurant.

Police were told two employees had an argu-
ment before one man allegedly stabbed the other 
man multiple times in his head, face and arms.

The 63-year-old man suffered non-life 
threatening injuries and was taken to Royal 

North Shore Hospital for further treatment. 
The 46-year-old man was arrested at the scene. 
He was taken to hospital under police guard for 
treatment for a minor injury to his head.

A crime scene was established and 
examined by specialist officers.

The 46-year-old man was released from 
hospital and taken to Gladesville Police Station 
where he was charged with wounding a person 
with intent to cause grievous bodily harm.

He was refused bail to appear before 
Burwood Local Court today (Mon 11 Nov 2024).

SPEEDING TEENS
At 2.30am 9th November 2024, Ryde Highway 
Patrol officers were conducting stationary 
speed enforcement on the M2 Motorway 
near Windsor Road, Baulkham Hills. During 
this operation, a 19-year-old male driving a 
2016 black BMW 530i was observed traveling 
westbound at an estimated speed of no less 
than 150 km/h in a sign-posted 100 km/h 
zone. The P-Plate driver was stopped and 
spoken to by police. He was issued a fine of 
$3,300 for speeding over 45 km/h and received 
an automatic licence suspension for six 
months.

On Thursday, 7th November, around 1:30pm, 
police observed an unregistered red BMW 3 
Series convertible fitted with plates registered 
to a green BMW 5 Series sedan in Castle Hill. 
The vehicles belonged to an 18-year-old male, 
a suspended P1 license holder. At 9:30am the 
next day, police spotted the same red BMW on 
Cecil Ave. Upon noticing the police, the driver 
allegedly performed a u-turn and sped off, 
losing sight of the officers. Minutes later, the 
vehicle was located stationary on Parsonage 
Road, the driver having “driven the wheels off it” 
in an alleged attempt to avoid being caught. The 
driver received six infringement notices within 
24 hours, totaling $3,862 and 6 demerit points, 
and was arrested and charged with 

**Drive motor vehicle while license 
suspended, 2nd+ offence**.

LUCKY ESCAPE
An 18-year-old escaped serious injury when his 
car was sliced in half following a crash on Old 
Northern Road, Baulkham Hills at approximately 
7.15pm on Tuesday, November 5th.

Police are still investigating the incident 
on Old Northern Road at the junction of Hill St, 
Baulkham Hills. 

The P-plater walked away from the scene 
but was arrested after returning a positive 

roadside breath test.  He was taken to Castle 
Hill Police Station where he returned a blood 
alcohol reading of 0.110.  His licence was 
immediately suspended, and he was charged 
with Mid Range Drink Driving, and will appear in 
Parramatta Local Court on the 11 Dec 2024The 
45-year-old driver of the other vehicle has been
conveyed to the hospital as a precaution.
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or by calling 1300 795 995.

STABBING CHARGE
A man has been charged following an alleged 
stabbing in Carlingford yesterday.

About 2pm yesterday (Sunday 10 November 
2024), officers attached to Ryde Police Area 
Command were called to Carlingford Road, 
Carlingford, following reports of a stabbing 
inside a restaurant.

Police were told two employees had an argu-
ment before one man allegedly stabbed the other 
man multiple times in his head, face and arms.

The 63-year-old man suffered non-life 
threatening injuries and was taken to Royal 

North Shore Hospital for further treatment. 
The 46-year-old man was arrested at the scene. 
He was taken to hospital under police guard for 
treatment for a minor injury to his head.

A crime scene was established and 
examined by specialist officers.

The 46-year-old man was released from 
hospital and taken to Gladesville Police Station 
where he was charged with wounding a person 
with intent to cause grievous bodily harm.

He was refused bail to appear before 
Burwood Local Court today (Mon 11 Nov 2024).

SPEEDING TEENS
At 2.30am 9th November 2024, Ryde Highway 
Patrol officers were conducting stationary 
speed enforcement on the M2 Motorway 
near Windsor Road, Baulkham Hills. During 
this operation, a 19-year-old male driving a 
2016 black BMW 530i was observed traveling 
westbound at an estimated speed of no less 
than 150 km/h in a sign-posted 100 km/h 
zone. The P-Plate driver was stopped and 
spoken to by police. He was issued a fine of 
$3,300 for speeding over 45 km/h and received 
an automatic licence suspension for six 
months.

On Thursday, 7th November, around 1:30pm, 
police observed an unregistered red BMW 3 
Series convertible fitted with plates registered 
to a green BMW 5 Series sedan in Castle Hill. 
The vehicles belonged to an 18-year-old male, 
a suspended P1 license holder. At 9:30am the 
next day, police spotted the same red BMW on 
Cecil Ave. Upon noticing the police, the driver 
allegedly performed a u-turn and sped off, 
losing sight of the officers. Minutes later, the 
vehicle was located stationary on Parsonage 
Road, the driver having “driven the wheels off it” 
in an alleged attempt to avoid being caught. The 
driver received six infringement notices within 
24 hours, totaling $3,862 and 6 demerit points, 
and was arrested and charged with 

**Drive motor vehicle while license 
suspended, 2nd+ offence**.

LUCKY ESCAPE
An 18-year-old escaped serious injury when his 
car was sliced in half following a crash on Old 
Northern Road, Baulkham Hills at approximately 
7.15pm on Tuesday, November 5th.

Police are still investigating the incident 
on Old Northern Road at the junction of Hill St, 
Baulkham Hills. 

The P-plater walked away from the scene 
but was arrested after returning a positive 

roadside breath test.  He was taken to Castle 
Hill Police Station where he returned a blood 
alcohol reading of 0.110.  His licence was 
immediately suspended, and he was charged 
with Mid Range Drink Driving, and will appear in 
Parramatta Local Court on the 11 Dec 2024The 
45-year-old driver of the other vehicle has been
conveyed to the hospital as a precaution.
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FIREARMS SEIZED
A 74-year-old South Maroota resident faces 
several charges after police discovered multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition at his 
property.

Police responded to calls from neighbours 
on the evening of Saturday, November 9th who 
alleged the 74-year-old fired a shotgun in his 
backyard, causing distress to nearby residents.

When police arrived they secured the area 
and conducted a thorough investigation. The 
man (who is not a firearms licence holder) 
was allegedly found in possession of multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition. 
Additionally, prohibited drugs were discovered 
on the premises.

He was arrested and taken to Castle Hill 
police station. He faces multiple charges, 
including unauthorized possession and use of 
firearms, possession of unregistered firearms, 
failure to safely store firearms, possession of 
ammunition without a license, and possession 
and supply of prohibited drugs.  He was given 
strict bail to attend Parramatta Local Court next 
month.

Police thanked community members and 
reminded the public about the NSW Firearms 
Amnesty, asking that all unregistered firearms 
are surrendered.

FRAUDSTER CAUGHT
A man is due to face court charged with nearly 
30 fraud-related offences spanning the Sydney 
area following his arrest at Quakers Hill on 
Tuesday, 12th November.

In the past six months, 28 incidents have 
been reported to police, where elderly victims 
were targeted by persons posing as bank 
officials. They have been allegedly tricked into 
believing their bank accounts and credit cards 
have been compromised.

On each occasion, elderly victims have been 
instructed to place their credit cards into an 
envelope and leave it in their letter box, along 
with their PIN numbers.

The cards were collected and allegedly used 
across greater Sydney to make purchases and 
cash withdrawals from ATMs.

Detectives from Riverstone Police Area 
Command commenced an investigation and 
identified offences using this method occurred 
in Riverstone, Kuring Gai, North Shore and Blue 
Mountains Police Area Commands.

Following inquiries, on Tuesday 12 
November 2024, investigators attended a unit 
at Walker Street, Quakers Hill, and arrested a 
22-year-old man.

Police later executed a search warrant at
the premises and seized a number of items 
relevant to the investigation.

The man was taken to Riverstone Police 
Station where he was charged with 28 offences: 
dishonestly obtain financial advantage by 
deception (27 counts) and recklessly deal with 
proceeds of crime.

Police allege that the frauds exceeded 
$65,000. Riverstone Police Area Command 
Crime Manager, Detective Inspector Meagan 

Finlay said the arrest was the result of an 
extensive investigation across numerous 
commands which resulted in identifying an 
offender targeting elderly people.”

Police would like to use this incident 
to remind the public to take the following 
precautions to reduce the risk of being 
scammed by cold-callers:
•• If you receive a threatening phone call (and

demanding money), hang up immediately;
•• Do not disclose personal details to the caller;
•• Never provide your personal or banking details

to a person who calls you;
•• Never provide your financial PIN or account 

passwords to anyone;
•• Do not make any payments to the caller, either

via phone, internet, or cash;
•• If you are suspicious about the credentials of 

a person on the phone, ask questions of them. 
If they avoid answering or refuse to provide 
information, hang up;

•• Don’t let scammers pressure you – scammers 
use detailed scripts to convince you that 
they’re the real deal and create a high-pressure
situation to make a decision on the spot;

•• If you think you have provided your account
details to a scammer, contact your bank or 
financial institution immediately; and

•• Contact police immediately to report the incident.

To find out more information about scams or 
to find out other ways to protect yourself, visit 
www.scamwatch.gov.au.

If you have been the victim of a scam, you 
can report it to local police or to the ACCC 
online at the ‘SCAMwatch report a scam’ page 
or by calling 1300 795 995.
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stabbing in Carlingford yesterday.
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The 46-year-old man was arrested at the scene. 
He was taken to hospital under police guard for 
treatment for a minor injury to his head.
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examined by specialist officers.

The 46-year-old man was released from 
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with intent to cause grievous bodily harm.

He was refused bail to appear before 
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to a green BMW 5 Series sedan in Castle Hill. 
The vehicles belonged to an 18-year-old male, 
a suspended P1 license holder. At 9:30am the 
next day, police spotted the same red BMW on 
Cecil Ave. Upon noticing the police, the driver 
allegedly performed a u-turn and sped off, 
losing sight of the officers. Minutes later, the 
vehicle was located stationary on Parsonage 
Road, the driver having “driven the wheels off it” 
in an alleged attempt to avoid being caught. The 
driver received six infringement notices within 
24 hours, totaling $3,862 and 6 demerit points, 
and was arrested and charged with 

**Drive motor vehicle while license 
suspended, 2nd+ offence**.
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An 18-year-old escaped serious injury when his 
car was sliced in half following a crash on Old 
Northern Road, Baulkham Hills at approximately 
7.15pm on Tuesday, November 5th.

Police are still investigating the incident 
on Old Northern Road at the junction of Hill St, 
Baulkham Hills. 

The P-plater walked away from the scene 
but was arrested after returning a positive 

roadside breath test.  He was taken to Castle 
Hill Police Station where he returned a blood 
alcohol reading of 0.110.  His licence was 
immediately suspended, and he was charged 
with Mid Range Drink Driving, and will appear in 
Parramatta Local Court on the 11 Dec 2024The 
45-year-old driver of the other vehicle has been
conveyed to the hospital as a precaution.
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He was taken to Castle Hill Police Station, where a 
subsequent breath analysis returned a reading of 0.055.

Drivers are urged to plan ahead, arrange a lift or book 
a ride service, and make safe choices on the road.

BREAK & ENTER
Police charged a woman following an alleged break 
and enter at a residential property in Cherrybrook.

At about 4:00 am on Wednesday, 11th March 
2026, police were called to a home after the 
occupant confronted an intruder inside the premises.

Officers attended and located a 38-year-old woman 
inside the home. She was arrested at the scene and 
taken to a local police station.

Police will allege the woman unlawfully entered the 
home and searched rooms before being confronted 
by the occupant.

She was charged with break and enter dwelling 
with intent to steal and was refused bail to appear 
before court the same day.

Police said investigations remain ongoing.
Anyone with information about suspicious activity 

in the area at the time is urged to contact Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

DRINK DRIVING TRUCKIE
At about 6:01pm on Friday, 6th March 2026, police 
stopped a Kenworth prime mover on Old Northern 
Road in Castle Hill for random breath testing.

The driver returned a positive result. As heavy vehicle 
drivers in NSW are subject to a lower legal alcohol limit, 
he was arrested and taken to Castle Hill Police Station, 
where a subsequent breath analysis returned a reading 
within the special range of 0.02 to 0.05.

The driver’s licence was suspended, and he is due 
to appear before Parramatta Local Court in April.

OFF-ROAD CRASH
Emergency services responded to a bushland incident 
in Glenorie after a man in his 20s was injured while 
riding an off-road motorcycle.

At around 5:00pm on Sunday, 1st March, 
the Mounties Care CareFlight Helicopter was tasked 
by NSW Ambulance to the remote location.

CareFlight’s specialist doctor and NSW Ambulance 
paramedics treated the patient at the scene for head, 
neck and back injuries.

Fire and Rescue NSW and the NSW Rural Fire 
Service also attended to assist.

A Toll Ambulance Rescue Helicopter was deployed 
to winch additional medical crew into the scene.

The patient was later airlifted by NSW Ambulance 
to Royal North Shore Hospital in a stable condition.

If you have any information on 
any of the above, please contact 

Crime Stoppers NSW at 
1800 333 000

CWA Galston
We were delighted to welcome 
Mayor Warren Waddell to our 
recent branch meeting.

Warren joined us for morning 
tea where we had the opportunity 
to chat about local matters and 
share a little about what our 
branch does within the community. 
It was a wonderful chance to 
connect and talk about the things 
that matter to our members and 
the wider Galston area.

Thank you, Warren for taking the 
time to visit and spend the morning 
with us. We truly appreciated your 
interest and support. Wishing 
everyone a Happy Easter.

We meet every 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of the month at 
10am at Galston community 
health centre.

Any enquiries Anne 0404 228 209 
or Patricia 0412 948 787.
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Robert Cliff Master Jewellers

One Jeweller
Every Chapter.

www.rcmj.com.au

SHOP 17/24 KENTHURST RD - ROUND CORNER DURAL
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Ph: 0427 371 427
7/35 Leighton Place, Hornsby NSW 2077

Open Friday & Saturday: 12 – 9pm  |  Sunday: 12pm – 5pm

BREWED WITH REBELLION.

www.ekimbrewing.com.au

BOLD BEERS. VIKING SPIRIT.
Brewed on site in Hornsby, locally owned and inspired by the 
fearless spirit of Norse legends, Ekim Brewing Co crafts beers for 
those who live loud and drink well.
We’re all about fresh flavour that tastes great and drinks easy - 
from crisp, easy-drinking lagers to hop-loaded hazy IPAs and 
bold, full-bodied ales, every brew is built with precision & passion, 
from beer lovers who love beer.
Whether you’re kicking back with good mates, looking for your 
next favourite drop, or just keen to see a local brewery in action 
while you watch on with a bevvy in hand, Ekim has you covered.

EKIMEKIM
Brewing CoBrewing Co
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Dural and District Historical Society Inc.

How often do we hear a refrain: “Oh, there was nothing special 
with our life as kids, we were all just getting on with living”. 
Common threads there were but in fact each had unique 
events. In many cases, both common and unique, they are 
beyond the understanding of those hearing the stories that 
come forward. This is oral history. It may be considered 
mundane but it makes us all unique and valued.

At the Society’s March meeting members heard the story of the 
White family of Annangrove, told by two of the children. Their parents 
had moved to the property in 1943 and became part of the mixed 
farming industry established in the Hills District. They were like 
hundreds of similar families who had benefited from changes to laws, 
covering land ownership, that enabled working class citizens to 
acquire land. The result was a surge in population and production 
that made our district, for a time, the leader in citrus growing. 
The picture shows the four White children in the 1950s.

Each family has a story to tell and it must be recorded. The White’s 
made for a most enjoyable and interesting afternoon; as members 
smiled in recognition and discussed details, of times passed; 
over afternoon tea.

The 11th April meeting will have Jan-Maree Ball as Guest 
Speaker; her talk will be about the establishment of the 
“Aussie Hero Quilts” programme. This is the story of practical help 
to those who serve, or have served, in the Australian forces. 
Jan-Maree will tell how she saw a need and the volunteer help she 
received to achieve her goal.

Open Day is on Sunday 
26th April. History Cottage, 
beside the Galston 
Cenotaph, will be open for 
research between 1.00pm and 4.00pm. Find out more of our local 
history and your family. All are welcome.

Society meetings are held on the 2nd Saturday of the month in the 
Galston Uniting Church, School Road, Galston; starting at 2.00pm. 
All are welcome. Entry is free. Afternoon tea is available for a gold 
coin donation. Enquiries to Michael Bell 02 9653 1365.

CONVENIENT & SAFE UNDER COVER PARKING BELOW ALDI
Follow us on

Shop 2A/346 Galston Road, Galston 2159 
Ph 9653 1146    Fax 9653 2825 

Open 7 Days

Come in and see our friendly staff at Galston Village 
Pharmacy for a professional and caring attitude 

toward your health. We will be happy to advise you 
on appropriate treatment for your medical 

conditions and general well-being!

EXTENDED TRADING HOURS  
NOW OPEN 8am – 7pm | Monday- Friday

FIGHT
THE FLU
GET VACCINATED

The flu is the most common vaccine 
preventable illness in Australia. The flu 
is a highly contagious viral infection. It 
maybe mild in some but It can be a 
very serious illness, hospitalisation and 
even death in some cases. It is espe-
cially serious for babies, people over 65 
and people with underlying medical 
conditions and pregnant women.

Vaccination is a safe & effective way 
to help protect those that are to ill 
or too young to be vaccinated 
& help slow the spread.

FREE FOR ELIGIBLE CUSTOMERS
Book your Influenza vaccination now online through 
our webpage or phone our friendly staff
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Community artwork 
presentation to Hills Mayor
The Ferry Artists are looking forward 
to welcoming The Hills Mayor Dr 
Michelle Byrne to the presentation of 
the community artwork created at the 
Taste of Wisemans 2025 event in 
Wisemans Ferry last September.

This project initiated and organised by 
The Ferry Artists was a highlight of the 
Taste of Wisemans event. Our artists 
worked closely with the community to 
create a collaborative artwork 
representative of Wisemans Ferry and the 
Orange Blossom Festival. The Ferry Artists 
were joined by many enthusiastic 
community members of all artistic levels 
and we had a wonderful time guiding and 
working with our community.

With huge thanks to The Hills Council 
for facilitating this project, Ferry Artists 
Mellissa Read-Devine, Mim Allan and 
Carol Gill for the final finessing and 
Wisemans Ferry Bowling Club for hosting 
us, we look forward to presenting this 
colourful and joyous artwork to Mayor Dr 
Michelle Byrne 2pm Thursday 30th April
at Wisemans Ferry Bowling Club, 
Old Northern Road Wisemans Ferry.

Please rsvp your attendance to 
ferryartistsgallery@gmail.com

Saddle Up…Spirit of the War Horses
Horses have long defined 
farming life in Australia. 
Not only were they used as 
working animals on the 
land, they were used in 
cities to haul goods 
between shops, factories 
and docks. In times of war, 
these noble animals played 
a crucial role in many 
military campaigns where 
they became legendary for 
their endurance and loyalty.

The Friends of Fagan Park 
warmly invite our community to 
come along to our ANZAC Day 
Open Day on 25th April and 
discover the involvement of 
horses in war and farm life 
through our display, Saddle 
Up…Spirit of the War Horses.

Our volunteers have been 
meticulously restoring some 

long forgotten equine-related 
items such as leatherwork, 
stock saddles, riding saddles, 
working horse bridles, collars, 
hames, lines and traces, which 
will also be on display. 
Beautifully restored sulkies, 
horse carts and farming 
equipment will give visitors a 

glimpse of the past and the 
importance of the horse in the 
life of our early settlers.

The Vintage Sports Car Club 
of Australia will have a display 
of their beautiful cars from 
days gone by. There will be a 
sausage sizzle BBQ, coffee and 
tea available and delicious 
ANZAC biscuits, along with a 
variety of homemade 
marmalades, horse shoe art 
and bric- a-brac for sale.

So Saddle Up and come 
with us on a journey from the 
pasture to the battlefield.

Netherby Homestead, 
Fagan Park.
ANZAC Day Open Day 
25th April from 10am

Follow the Friends of Fagan 
Park on Facebook for further 
information and updates.

NEWS FROM
NETHERBY

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU?

INTEREST RATES
ON THE MOVE

This week the Reserve Bank of Australia increased the cash
rate to 4.10%. 

Many local homeowners will start to feel the impact on their
mortgage repayments. 

Your lender won’t automatically move you onto their best
rate. That means you could be paying more than you need
to.

It’s time to get in touch with
Two Birds, we will:

✔ Review your current rate

✔ Compare options
    across 50+ lenders

✔ Make sure your loan still 
    suits your goals

It’s quick, simple, and could
save you thousands.

Local, personalised advice
because your loan should
work for you, not the other
way around.

REVIEW
YOUR
RATE
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Call Now  
1300 505 267 
info@wrightsgroup.com.au 

The wright  
Choice

Licence – 488435C

OUR SERVICES Free quotes – no call out  
fee during business hours 

FAST RESPONSE  
TIMES

• Hot water 
• Blocked drains 
• Water leaks 
• Burst pipes 
• Pressure washing 

• Irrigation
• CCTV inspection 
• Fire systems 
• Gas fitting 

www.wrightsgroup.com.au

15% seniors/
pensioners  
discountLic No. 488435C

Stockists of Natio, Blackmores and  
Bullivant Vitamins

Galston healthsense Pharmacy Team is 
caring and friendly 

We will listen and provide you with the most 
appropriate healthcare advice 

Just call in and experience our special 
caring service Phone 9653 1104

Open 7 days a week

Kakada Tham B.Pharm. M.P.S.
354 Galston Road, Galston Ph: 9653 1104

HealthSense PHARMACY

Everything you need for the farm,  
paddock and stable!

• Stock Feeds
• Hay and Bedding
• Pest and Weed Control
• Rural Supplies

• Fencing and Troughs
• �Huge Range of Equine 

Supplements

This Month Specials!
Johnson’s Natural Formula  

any bag and go into the draw to  
WIN  Feed Scoop   Hat   Hay Bag

Mother’s Best Pet Nutrition
20% OFF Dog Food

All April!

PH: 0499 915 736
377 Galston Road, Galston

Follow us on Facebook for update, specials and new stock.
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When was your last
pumpout??

When was your last
pumpout??

We recommend a pumpout 
every 3-5 years depending on how many 

people reside there. 

We recommend a pumpout 
every 3-5 years depending on how many 

people reside there. 

Staples Premier Pumpouts is an Australian owned family business 
- we live local - we work local -

We offer you a friendly, reliable and thorough septic tank
pumpout service at a competitive price. 

When you book with us you can be sure that you 
will receive professional service with the utmost respect for you

and your property.

Staples Premier Pumpouts is an Australian owned family business 
- we live local - we work local -

We offer you a friendly, reliable and thorough septic tank
pumpout service at a competitive price. 

When you book with us you can be sure that you 
will receive professional service with the utmost respect for you

and your property.

PREMIER PUMPOUTSPREMIER PUMPOUTS

02 9457 877702 9457 8777Not sure what you need?
We are always in the area to help 

Not sure what you need?
We are always in the area to help www.premierpumpouts.com.auwww.premierpumpouts.com.au

It’s what we have 

been doing successfully

 for over 30 years!

EST.1889

PERSIMMONS NOW IN SEASON!
Pick your own available in May

-Fresh local produce 
-Natural Raw Honey 

-Eggs
Persimmon Place Range of Jams, Chutneys and vinegars

-Salt Cafè

Family owned and operated 

375 Galston Road,Galston 
PH:0491265262 Follow The Persimmon Place on Facebook and Instagram 

to keep up with what’s on! www.thepersimmonplace.com.au

Open 7 Days
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PERSIMMONS NOW IN SEASON!
Pick your own available in May

-Fresh local produce 
-Natural Raw Honey 

-Eggs
Persimmon Place Range of Jams, Chutneys and vinegars
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Family owned and operated 

375 Galston Road,Galston 
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Open 7 Days

-Fresh Local Produce
-Natural Raw Honey

-Eggs
Persimmon Place range of Jams, Chutneys and Vinegars

-Salt Cafè

Open 7 Days
375 Galston Road, Galston

Ph: 0491 265 262
www.thepersimmonplace.com.au

Follow The Persimmon Place on Facebook and Instagram 
 to keep up with what’s on!

The Persimmon Place in Galston operates from the site of the 
original “Waddell Orchard”, the family that still owns and 
operates the persimmon business today.

Waddell Orchard has existed since 
1889 when it was established as a citrus 
growing orchard.

In time Ron Waddell predicted the 
downturn in citrus and took steps with 
his son, Ken (4th generation and still working the farm every day), 
that resulted in Waddell’s being widely known for their quality stone fruit.

Again, in the 1990s market conditions and pest concerns brought 
about another change - Persimmons. A trial block was planted and 
research done into the most suitable varieties.

As the business grew so did the premises. They are now in their 
3rd packing shed and 4th roadside produce stall.

The Persimmon Place grows both soft and hard eating varieties 
typically available throughout the autumn months. Also grown is a variety 
of other produce throughout the year including original Navel oranges 
which they were once well known for.

They source and stock local and regionally specific produce ensuring 
quality, freshness and support for other farmers.

There is now a large range of jams, chutneys and dried fruit made 
from their own produce. Pure raw honey, eggs, nuts in shells as well and 
a variety of other products contribute to the visitor experience.

Salt cafe was welcomed in March 2025 and is now well established 
with many “regulars” and catering to the seasonal visitors.

Now 5 generations on, and only for the foresight of these pioneering 
families, sustainable agriculture has continued in such close proximity 
to the city.

The Persimmon Place and Salt Cafe are both open 7 days.
375 Galston Rd, Galston.

For updates and what’s happening follow on our FB and Instagram.

A D V E R T O R I A L
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Kingsview Estate
This elegant country estate brings 
Georgian architecture into the 21st century

PAID ADVERTORIAL

Arcadia Galston
R e s i d e n t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  I n c .

giving the community a
voice to be heard

M E M B E R S H I P  $ 5 . 0 0
T O  B E  P A R T  O F  S O M E T H I N G  T H A T  M A K E S  A

D I F F E R E N C E  T O  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

W W W . A G R A 2 1 5 9 . C O M . A U

Arcadia Galston
R e s i d e n t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  I n c .

giving the community a
voice to be heard

M E M B E R S H I P  $ 5 . 0 0
T O  B E  P A R T  O F  S O M E T H I N G  T H A T  M A K E S  A

D I F F E R E N C E  T O  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

W W W . A G R A 2 1 5 9 . C O M . A U

M E M B E R S H I P  $ 5 . 0 0

T O  B E  PA R T  O F  S O M E T H I N G  T H AT  M A K E S  A 
D I F F E R E N C E  T O  O U R  CO M M U N I T Y

W W W. AG R A 2 1 5 9 .CO M . AU

The VIP launch of Kyle and Tegan 
Sandilands’ newly renovated estate on 
February 19th 2026, offered more than 
just a glimpse into a luxury property—it 
presented a carefully curated experi-
ence that blended prestige, hospitality, 
and architectural revival. Held on a 
relaxed Thursday evening, the event 
struck a deliberate balance between 
exclusivity and ease, inviting buyers, 
agents, and local stakeholders to 
engage with the home in an unhurried, 
immersive way.

Set across 2.43 acres, the six-bedroom, 
843-square-metre Georgian-inspired 
residence stands as a testament to 
thoughtful restoration. Since acquiring the 
property in 2002, the Sandilands have 
overseen a transformation that respects the 
elegance of traditional design while 
incorporating contemporary finishes. 
The result is a home that feels both 

timeless and current—an increasingly 
sought-after combination in today’s high-end 
property market.

Yet, it was the atmosphere of the evening 
that elevated the launch beyond a standard 
real estate showcase. Guests were 
encouraged to wander freely through the 
estate, experiencing the home as it was 
intended to be lived in. Live acoustic music 
drifted through the grounds, while canapés 
and refreshments added a layer of relaxed 
sophistication. This approach subtly shifted 
the focus from transaction to lifestyle, 
reinforcing the emotional appeal that often 
underpins premium property sales.

The event was held by marketing agent 
Carolyn Wheatley, Principal of Belle Property 
Dural. Events like this underscore a broader 
trend in her real estate marketing—where 
storytelling and sensory engagement are just 
as important as the property dimensions. 
The team at Belle Property Dural’s execution 
demonstrated an understanding that today’s 

buyers are not simply purchasing homes but 
investing in experiences.

In the end, the Sandilands’ launch was not 
just about unveiling a renovation. It was 
about showcasing a vision of living—one that 
resonates long after the final guest departs.

If you would like to know more about 
this property event or how it can be 
employed on your sale, contact Carolyn 
Wheatley today - 0407 120 483.

Your Local
FRUIT & VEGGIES

DELI & MEATS

JUICE BAR

�MANOUSH BAKERY

Ph: 0452 222 616

Shop 20/930 Old Northern Rd, Glenorie 
Located behind Glenorie Bakery

*Must show this coupon  

Spend $50 or more and  
get $5 off first purchase
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19TH April,  2:30 PM
ANZAC Sunday Commemoration Service

at The Galston Club

2026 
ANZAC
SERVICES IN
GALSTON

Attendees are asked to be seated by 2.15PM to receive the
veterans. There will be a recital by the Hills District Pipe
Band, following the service in The Galston Club.
Afternoon tea will be available.

25TH April,  6:00 AM
Dawn Service at The Galston Cenotaph

A limited number of sheltered seats will be available.
The Galston Club will be open after the Dawn Service for
Bacon & Egg Rolls. A gold coin donation is appreciated.

Contact Person: Bec Smith or Renee Smith
Galston Club Ph: 02 9653 2017

lest we forgetlest we forget
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Hello Residents,

Hornsby Shire Council is pleased to announce the return 
of the Second Hand Hornsby Markets on Sunday 12th April, 
inviting the community to come together to celebrate reuse, 
sustainability and the joy of finding a great local bargain. 
Taking place at Coronation Street, the April market is the 
first of four planned for the year, with additional markets 
scheduled for 12th July, 13th September and 
8th November.

The markets were recently recognised at the Keep 
Australia Beautiful NSW Sustainable Cities Awards 2025, 
receiving a Highly Commended award in the Waste 
Avoidance category, highlighting the success of Council’s 
Second Hand Hornsby initiative and its positive impact on 
reducing waste in the community.

Another welcome development is the reopening of 
Galston Gorge, restoring an important transport link for 
residents and visitors travelling through the area. In Galston, 
construction work is almost completed on the street-front 
entrance at the entrance of Living Choice retirement village. 
At the same time, planning for the broader Galston Village 
improvements is progressing. There will be a slight delay to 
the start of construction linked to the village plan following 
discussions with Transport for NSW. The intention is to avoid 
multiple projects occurring at once, which could create 
unnecessary congestion through the village and further 
disrupt local businesses and residents.

As part of the longer-term vision for the area, 
Council’s Parks team has also indicated support for a 
tree-lined boulevard along Galston Road leading into 
Galston Village. This concept would help enhance the 
streetscape and create a welcoming village entrance and 
add to the character and amenity of the local area for 
residents and visitors.

Community input is also being sought for a proposed 
footpath along Galston Road, extending from Carters Road to 
Old Northern Road in Dural. This proposed pathway would 
create a safer and more accessible walking route for families 
and residents, forming a connection between Dural and 
Galston and encouraging a more active lifestyle for locals. 
Please make contact on jseaglove@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

The school holidays are here, and we have a variety of activities to 
keep the kids entertained. Award-winning children’s author Belinda 
Murrell is joining us at Hornsby Library on Tuesday 14th April and 
Toonworld animation workshops will be held at Hornsby and 
Pennant Hills Libraries on Wednesday 8th April. We are also running 
a Junk Journaling workshop to celebrate Youth Week at Hornsby 
Library on Thursday 16th April. Visit our events page at 
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/library for more details and to book tickets.

ADULT FICTION
SOFT SERVE BY GEORGE KEMP

Stuck in a regional McDonald's, as bushfires 
close in, three 20-somethings and their dead 
friend's mum all face a reckoning. Fern longs 
for Ethan, Ethan longs for Jacob, and Jacob 
struggles to long for anything. Meanwhile, 
Pat just wants her grief to ease up.

Soft Serve proves that small-town lives are 
huge, and that anyone can get stuck in limbo 
between their past and their hoped-for future. 
From celebrated Australian playwright and actor George Kemp comes 
this charming, poignant and full of heart novel.

JUNIOR FICTION
INKED BY KAREN WASSON AND JAKE A. MINTON (ILLUSTRATOR)

When 12-year-old Sid discovers a talking 
octopus in his family’s fish shop, he is shocked. 
Otto is cheeky, demanding, and won’t leave Sid 
alone until he can help Otto get to the ocean. 
But Sid has bigger fish to fry. He must figure out 
how to get into his dream art school next year, 
or else high school will be a nightmare. 
Can these frenemies find a way to work 
together, or will it all end in disaster?

Brimming with hilarity and hijinks, 
Inked sparkles with slapstick humour and 
fish-out-of-water misunderstandings.

Reserve your copy at hornsby.nsw.gov.au/library, via the 
Hornsby Shire Libraries app or call Galston Library on 02 9847 6160.

By Appointment  
31 Arcadia Road, Galston, NSW 2159  

(next to the Galston Club)

Dr Graham Campbell  •  Dr Joyce Beardsell
Dr. Mohammed Ansary •  Dr Sinija Rodrigues

Galston Medical Centre
since 1980

Fully Accredited Practice

Online Appointments

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8.30-6PM  |  SATURDAY 8.30-12PM

SEEKING AN  
EXPERIENCED,  

PART-TIME  
PRACTICE  

NURSE
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Honouring Our Local Anzacs this 25th April
On 25th April, our community will 
gather to mark the 111th anniversary 
of the Gallipoli landings.

Anzac Day is a day that asks us 
to pause. In 1915, young Australians 
and New Zealanders landed on the 
Gallipoli peninsula. Many had never left 
home before. More than 8,000 Australians would not return.

Australia was a young nation then, only 13 years into Federation. 
When Britain declared war, we went too. Gallipoli did not succeed in its 
military aim, but it left a deep mark on our national life. The qualities we 
associate with the Anzacs - courage, endurance, loyalty to one another - 
have become part of how we understand ourselves as a nation.

Each year, I think particularly of the young men from our own community 
who made the ultimate sacrifice.

Men like Private Ormond Fathers, a Hornsby apprentice, who enlisted in 
September 1914 and was among those sent to Gallipoli for the landing on 
25 April 1915. Just weeks later, in June 1915, he was killed in action. 
His battalion would go on to fight at Lone Pine in August that year.

He was one of many local sons who never came home.
Each year I am struck by the sight of people gathering before dawn - 

young families, veterans, school students - standing quietly together as 
the sun rises. The dawn service speaks to something enduring in the 
Australian character.

I encourage you to attend one of our local services this Anzac Day:
Annangrove: Annangrove Park - 11:00am
Beecroft: Beecroft Cenotaph - 3:00pm
Berowra: Berowra RFS car park, March and Service - 7:30am
Berowra Waters: Western Shoreline Forecourt - 5:00am
Brooklyn: Brooklyn Oval on 27th - 10:45am
Cherrybrook: Anzac Jawan Cenotaph on 20th - 3:00pm
Galston: Glaston Cenotaph - 6:00am
Glenorie: Glenorie Memorial - 6:00am
Glenorie: Woolworths car park, March and Service - 3:15pm
Hornsby: Hornsby Cenotaph - 5:00am
Kenthurst: John Benyon Park, March and Service - 8.30am
West Pennant Hills: WPH Sports Club - 5:00pm
Wisemans Ferry: Anzac Memorial - 6:00am
Wisemans Ferry: Primary School, March and Service - 10:00am

Thank you to Karen Richardson for her work on the biography of 
Private Fathers.

Authorised by Julian Leeser MP, Liberal Party of Australia,  Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills NSW 2120.

  �Assist with accessing Federal Government services  

  Attend your local community event 

  Arrange congratulatory messages

As your Federal Member, I am here to:

Please contact my office if I can be of assistance.

JULIAN LEESER MP
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BEROWRA

 Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills NSW 2120    02 9980 1822 

 julian.leeser.mp@aph.gov.au    julianleeser.com.au    julianleesermp

Our Community Loves Sport, 
But We’re Running Out of Fields
On any given weekend in Hornsby Shire, it’s clear how much sport matters.

Sport is where our kids learn to be part of a team and lifelong skills like 
resilience and hard work. From cricket and rugby to soccer and netball, 
our sporting clubs bring community together and help us find connection.

The importance of local sport is why I am working with local clubs 
and councils to invest in local sporting fields.

Many existing ovals cannot cope with wet conditions due to limited 
drainage and infrastructure. Games get cancelled because of a 
combination of wet weather and overuse of fields. One girls football 
team has told me 8 of 11 games last season had to be cancelled.

The recent draft Cherrybrook rezoning identified five new sporting 
fields were needed to support population growth, highlighting a 
broader issue. When thousands of families move in, supporting 
infrastructure, including sporting fields, must grow as well.

Without additional ovals, the pressure on existing fields will increase. A 
new synthetic field at Westleigh would provide a training facility to preserve 
other grounds for use on game day.  I strongly support this proposal.

The recent opening of the new pavilion at Mark Taylor Oval in 
Waitara shows the impact of investment. The entire precinct has 
transformed over the past decade. It received strong investment from 
Government and is a model of what we need to do elsewhere.

With the winter sports season approaching, the pressure on our 
fields will only increase. I will be making this a key focus and want to 
hear from you and your club.

Galston Equestrian Club - 
Your Local Club!

Several of our local equestrian 
enthusiasts are members 
of our very own Galston 
Equestrian Club - the adult 
riding club based at the 
fantastic Rural Sports Facility 
right here in Galston.

We are a friendly, welcoming and supportive club that meets monthly, 
on the second and fourth Sunday (with some bonus Saturday events!). A 
variety of activities are on offer for riders of all abilities including,

- dressage  - general riding and clinics
- show jumping  - training and protocol days
- working equitation  - social events
- official Equestrian Australia events with sponsors, prizes, 
professional judges and stewards

This April alone we have a Show Jumping Clinic and Pilates for Riders 
(both offered monthly), plus a Dressage Clinic, Protocol Day and Official 
Competition. Plenty to excite and challenge both horse and rider.

Trot on over to our www.galstonequestrianclub.org.au website and 
check out our Club and events in detail. Thank you to all our existing 
members for your ongoing support of our club and events. We welcome 
new members and volunteers - there is so much fun to be had at your 
local equestrian club!

Watch this space and our website for updates on what is 
happening at GEC.

We'd love to see you at our Club!



I am delighted to share an exciting milestone 
in the transformation of Hornsby Park, with 
the opening of the Southern Lookout and 
Crusher Plant Precinct, the first stage of the 
park’s progressive opening to our community.
Steeped in history, the Crusher Plant Precinct 
takes its name from the former industrial plant 
that once crushed volcanic rock from the 
quarry for use across Sydney. Today, this 
area has been thoughtfully reimagined as a 
tranquil space featuring lawns, barbecue and 
picnic shelters. It’s a place where people can 
relax, connect with nature, and reflect on the 
site’s remarkable past.
The newly completed Southern Lookout offers 
sweeping views over the ancient volcanic 
landscape and former quarry. It also provides 
a glimpse into the park’s ongoing 
transformation as construction continues 
across this vast and unique site.
This “first look” opening is an important step 
in the long term vision to create a major 
bushland destination for our region. We are 
thrilled to welcome the community in to see 
what has been achieved so far. Hornsby Park 
is opening in stages, and this first precinct 
provides a sense of the scale, beauty and 
potential of what’s still to come.
Other areas - including the quarry loop 
cycling and walking track, additional lookouts, 
and the Old Mans Valley Field of Play with a 
bike pump track - will open progressively as 
works are completed.
You can access the Crusher Plant Precinct 
via Quarry Road off Dural Street, or by the 
newly restored Heritage Steps which start 
behind the Hornsby Aquatic and Leisure 
Centre. I hope you enjoy the new space and 
look forward to sharing more milestones with 
you as Hornsby Park continues to take shape.
This April, Council is also proud to support 
NSW Youth Week 2026, celebrating this 
year’s theme Dream. Dare. Do. We have an 
exciting program of free events and 
encourage our young residents to get 
involved, try something new and enjoy the 
many activities on offer. For more information 
and to book visit hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Warren Waddell 
Mayor of Hornsby Shire

from the  
Mayor's Desk

To lodge, view and track the latest Development Applications in your area please visit: hornsby.nsw.gov.au/property

hornsby.nsw.gov.au
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Next Council meeting Wednesday 8 April, 6.30pm

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Repair
   Chipping for Mulch – Mt Kuring-gai

Sunday 12 April, 7.30am-12.30pm
Council Depot, 5 Beaumont Rd, Mt Kuring-gai

   Clothes Swap
Saturday 18 April, 9.30am-11.45am
Thornleigh Community Centre

Market

Over 30  
second-hand 

stalls

Discover the Bushland Shire this Autumn 
and enjoy a free guided bushwalk.

hornsby.nsw.gov.au/bushwalks

Free Guided Bushwalks

YOUTH WEEK 2026
16-26 April
What will you try this Youth Week?

Scan to see 
what’s on

For more information visit: yoursay.hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Public notification: Proposed permanent part road closure 
– Berowra Waters
Submissions close: 30 April 2026

Bookings essential: hornsby.nsw.gov.au/waste

Hornsby Park
First Look

Discover the Crusher Plant Precinct and 
the Southern Lookout.

Find out more at hornsbypark.com.au

Sunday  
12 April, 2026 

9am - 1pm
Coronation Street,  

Hornsby



Small Schools Team Up to 
Boost Learning Opportunities 
for Gifted Students
Middle Dural PS has joined forces with Arcadia PS and 
Hillside PS to host a special enrichment day for their high 
potential and gifted students on Friday 20th March, 2026. 
This collaborative approach is designed to give students 
challenging, engaging learning experiences that help them 
reach their full potential.

Our schools worked together to design the day based on student 
interests and needs, ensuring that all students have access to exciting 
and inclusive activities. The program reflects the NSW Department of 
Education’s commitment to maintaining high expectations for every 
student and supporting the development of talents across academic, 
creative, sporting, and social-emotional areas.

Throughout the day, 
students will participate in a 
variety of sessions including 
Aboriginal art, dance, science 
investigations, and STEM 
workshops featuring robotics 
and coding. Community 
partnerships played a key role, 
with special guests from our 
local Environmental Educa-
tions Centres- Longneck La-
goon and Brewongle. Support 
from Galston High School, 
Richmond Agricultural Centre, 
and the Department of 
Education’s Digital Support 
Team brings expertise and 
exciting challenges to 

the students. This year we have also invited Macdonald Valley PS, 
Maroota PS and Wisemans Ferry PS to expand the availability to other 
small schools within our network.

Physical development and leadership skills will be nurtured through 
sports coaching delivered by professional athletes connected with 
the Western Sydney Wanderers soccer club and the National 
Rugby League. These sessions will also support students’ 
social-emotional wellbeing by encouraging teamwork, confidence, 
and resilience — key priorities reflected in the HPGE policy. 

Teachers will play a vital role in observing and documenting 
students' strengths during the day, ensuring that identification of 
giftedness is based on careful assessment and data collection. 
This information helps our schools tailor future programs and 
learning opportunities to continue nurturing students’ talents.

The success of this day has led to continuous enrichment 
opportunities throughout the school year, including extra-curricular 
clubs and access to advanced learning resources like 3D printers and 
film making equipment. At Middle Dural PS we have established a 
timetable of lunch time activities to allow our students to engage in 
opportunities across all four domains. We fund School Learning 
Support Officers to be on duty at lunch to set up and supervise a 
range of activities that are driven by student voice. Over the past year 
we have offered chess club, lego club, book club, chicken and garden 
care, dance, singing, bingo, soccer, table tennis, handball, 
film making, gunya building (cubby houses).

If you would like to join our lovely school community, 
contact us on 9651 1761 or email us at 
middledura-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au or visit our website 
to see our latest newsletter and other amazing activities. We are happy 
to offer school tours and we consider all enrolment applications.

UnitingCare Galston Early Learning 
Centre Achieves Exceeding Rating

UnitingCare Galston Early 
Learning Centre has 
started 2026 with exciting 
news for our community. 
Following our recent 

Assessment and Rating visit from the 
NSW Department of Education, we are 
proud to share that our service has once 
again achieved an Exceeding National 
Quality Standard rating.

The beginning of the year has been filled 
with energy and purpose, with our educators 
demonstrating a strong commitment to 
continuous improvement and best practice in 
early childhood education. Throughout the 
assessment process, the team worked 

collaboratively to reflect on our practices, 
share our learning journey, and highlight the 
meaningful experiences provided for children 
and families every day.

Achieving and maintaining an Exceeding 
rating recognises the dedication, 
professionalism and passion of our educators, 
as well as the strong partnerships we have 
built with our families and community. 
It reflects our shared commitment to creating 
a nurturing, inclusive and high-quality learning 
environment where children can thrive.

We would like to thank our wonderful 
educators, families and management 
committee for their ongoing support. 
This achievement truly belongs to our whole 
community, and we look forward to 

another year of learning, growth and 
connection together at UnitingCare Galston 
Early Learning Centre.

If you would like to learn more about our 
centre, we warmly invite you to get in touch.

For further information or to arrange a visit, 
please contact Centre Director, 
Daniela Palmer, via email at 
galstondaycare@bigpond.com or 
by phone on (02) 9653 1475.



In 2024, Pacific Hills Christian School launched a meaningful 
initiative linking Year 5 to Year 8 students with residents of the 
Elouera Gardens Christian Retirement Village – Yurana House. 
Students visit twice each term, offering companionship, 
conversation, and a warm presence to residents who may 
otherwise feel isolated.

The program is guided by Pacific Hills staff member, Jason Mok, 
whose vision is to reduce loneliness among the elderly. Mr Mok 

explains that many residents receive few, if any, visitors. 
“Ministry starts at home. I believe that there are many people we can 
show love and care to, in our community. My goal for students is to 
put theory into action – you can’t learn how to do ministry and 
kindness from a textbook... you need to see it in action’, he shared.

These visits have quickly become treasured moments for both 
students and residents. While students gain perspective and wisdom 
from older generations, residents experience joy and new friendships. 
We look forward to continuing this beautiful partnership.

S C H O O L  N E W S
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Pacific Hills Christian School
Hearts in Action

Glenorie Public School Welcomes A 
New Year of Learning and Growth
As we settle into 2026, Glenorie Public 
School is buzzing with excitement and 
readiness for a year full of learning and 
personal growth. We are delighted to see 
that all students have settled smoothly 
into their classes and are engaging 
positively with their learning experiences. 
Our dedicated staff uphold high 
expectations and deliver explicit teaching 
strategies to engage and inspire students 
in every aspect of school life. While our 
Year 1 and 2 students are building their 
knowledge about ancient Egypt to 

create writing masterpieces, our senior 
students are creating a digital learning 
portfolio showcasing their understanding 
of how plant and animal adaptations 
support survival.

Reinforcing our strong connection to the 
local community, Mrs Rebecca Wallace, 
Principal, and school leaders were honoured 
to visit the Glenorie Memorial Hall Precinct to 
view the paver donated by the school, 
proudly displayed in front of the Glenorie 
Memorial Hall. During their visit, they also 
took time to appreciate the newly unveiled 
Ray Whiteman Heritage Fence, which 
beautifully honours the stories, people, 
and natural environment that have shaped 
the community.

The recent annual swimming carnival at 
Galston Aquatic Centre was a fantastic 
celebration of skill, friendly competition, 
and team spirit. Students showcased their 
enthusiasm and determination across a 
variety of races, achieving many exciting 

personal bests. The 2026 House Captains 
and Vice Captains led their teams with 
enthusiastic war cries that energised the 
crowd and added to the excitement of 
the day. We extend our thanks to the parent 
volunteers and all spectators who came 
along to support and celebrate our students.

At Glenorie Public School, outstanding 
opportunities are available to every student. 
If you would like to join our friendly and 
inclusive school community, please contact 
the school office for enrolment information.

Aaron Hansen  
 0437 008 196

Pool Service
25 Years Experience

AA Outdoor Maintenance
Pumps, Filters, Chlorination Automation  
& Problem solving
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Rock Formations
As you descend into bushland valleys along the many 
walking tracks in the Hills region, the presence of large 
rock formations becomes quite obvious.

Grey weathered sandstone bluffs are interspersed with wind 
eroded hollows resembling small caves.

Water too has a defining influence on the sculpting of these 
rocky overhangs.

The continual breaking down of the sandstone provides much of 
the nutrients required by so many of the wildflowers and other 
plants growing in this special environment.

Sandstone ridges and 
slopes retain rainwater 
and slowly release 
moisture through the 
surrounding soils which in 
turn helps to nourish 
vegetation in the vicinity.

There are many plants, 
such as orchids, ferns and 
mosses, whose roots can 

actually grow on the surface of the rocks, taking advantage of small 
cracks in which to secure a foothold. Other plants depend on the 
close proximity of these rocky habitats taking advantage of the 
rock’s protection in which to flourish.

The ability of large rocky formations to create a protected and 
cool environment enables moisture loving plants such as fungi and 
ground covers the opportunity to flourish in leaf litter beyond the 
reaches of the sometimes hot sunshine.

On occasions when walking through such rocky places it is 
possible to be confronted with rock formations that can take on 
some form of recognisable shape, which could, without too much 
imagination, be likened to some living or imaginary creature. 
Several examples accompany this month’s column.

Next time if you are out walking along tracks bordered by large 
rocky outcrops, test your skill and imagination by trying to identify 
one of these rocky features. If you are not sure, move to another 
position and view your find from a different direction.

The Blob Rock Muogamara

by Lachlan Turner

Egyptian Mummy 
Head Rock Kenthurst

A LOCAL SUCCESS STORY
Aussie Pumps has doubled production
with a new 4 line automated test
apparatus. Aussie ships great quality
products not just in Australia but has now
gone global

AUSSIE EXPANDS 

WANT A GREAT CAREER...
FITTERS & ASSEMBLERS NEEDEDFITTERS & ASSEMBLERS NEEDED
Call Linda-Sue on:
02 8865 3500  or  
email  your  resume to: 
info@aussiepumps.com.au

 aussiepumps.com.au 

Give Us a Call Today!

0414 635 650
info@mcardletrees.com.au

TREE REMOVAL
PRUNING

STUMP GRINDING
LAND CLEARING

MULCH SALES
FIREWOOD

4th Generation 
Expert Arborist

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

24 Hour  
Emergency  
Service

ARBORIST EST. 1956



If you’ve never been to a bromeliad show just do yourself a favour and checkout the

Bromeliad Society of 
Australia Autumn Show
The Bromeliad Autumn Show will be held at the 
Federation Pavilion, Castle Hill Showground on Saturday, 
2nd May 9am-4pm and Sunday, 3rd May 10am-3pm.

Rare and exquisite bromeliads from local and interstate growers will 
be on display and available for sale to the public including Jan & Jon 
Townsend from Bonville, BSA’s competition winners Harold Kuan, Nina 
Woodcock, Elizabeth Mudriczki and Kerry McNicol together with Anna 
Ernst and her amazing artistic bromeliad wall hangings. Tillandsia 

experts Harold Kuan, Chris & Lap Larsen, 
and Mark Belot with a variety of giant and 
colourful Alcantareas and Angela & Gary 
Flemming who always have an enormous 
variety of bromeliads available.

There will be 20 plant sale tables 
continuously restocked, books, pots, 
information and free advice available 
from experienced bromeliad growers.

There is plenty of parking on site, 
admission is free to the show and please 
bring a box for your purchases. Make sure 
you check out the lucky barrel with its 
amazing plants.

For further information 
contact Ian Hook, President, 
Bromeliad Society of Australia 
on mobile 0408 202 269, 
email: hook1@bigpond.com, 
or check the website 
www.bromeliad.org.au

• �Permaculture organic 
sustainable gardening.

• �Consultations, vegetable 
gardens, fruit trees.

• �Composting, worm farms, 
native stingless bees.

ORGANIC FOOD 
GARDENS

CALL JAMES 0414 427 050
Website  organicfoodgardens.com.au

Harold Kuan with one 
of his prized tillsandsia

Flowering 
tillsandsia

Bromeliad ShowBromeliad Show

F e d e ra t i o n  Pa v i l i o n ,  C a st l e  H i l l  S h owg ro u n d  of f  S h owg ro u n d  Ro a d ,  C a st l e  H i l l ,  N SW

Saturday 2nd May 9am - 4pm
Sunday 3rd May 10am - 3pm

Free  
admission

20+ sales tables continually restocked • Bromeliad Competitions on Display
Lucky Barrel Draw • Literature, information and advice • Plenty of Parking - EFTPOS

For fur ther information please contact Ian Hook , President 
Mobi le 0408 202 269

www.bromeliad.org.au

Bring a box for  
purchases

 Bromeliad Society of Australia

BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA INC



We are  
No.1 in  

the No.2 
Business.

GIVE US A CALL TODAY 

9427 2802
www.ableliquidwaste.com.au

• Enviro Cycle Tank Cleaning
• Septic Tank Cleaning
• Stormwater Cleaning

• Grease Trap Cleaning
• Confined Space Entry
• Seniors Discount

Septic Tank Services
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Glenorie Rural 
Fire Brigade
Caba Crew
CABA (Compressed Air Breathing Apparatus)
is a form of respiratory protection that supplies 
clean, breathable air from a cylinder to the 
wearer in dangerous atmospheres. CABA is 
used by RFS members in toxic atmospheres, 
oxygen deficiency places, elevated 
temperatures and smokey environments. 
These include structural fires and vehicle fires, 
often working alongside agencies like Fire and 
Rescue NSW and the SES.

Only brigades with specialised training 
become equipped with CABA to manage these 
complex incidents, and Glenorie Rural Fire 
Brigade is one. CABA qualified volunteers 
receive specific training to support brigade 
operations. Regular ongoing training is required 
to maintain this certification and to ensure 
members maintain fitness and competency.

A BAO (Breathing Apparatus Operator)
is a trained member of the RFS who has 
completed the specific training program to 
safely use CABA equipment externally at an 
incident. Glenorie Rural Fire Brigade currently 
has a solid team of thirteen qualified CABA 

operators and, on 
average, attend 
incidents once a month.

A SFF (Structural Fire 
Fighter) is the next level 
up from a BAO and these 
firefighters can use the CABA to internally 
battle structure fires. This type of firefighting 
increases the risk that the firefighter faces. 
Glenorie Rural Fire Brigade currently has 
eight members qualified at the SFF level.

Incidents requiring CABA can go from 
minor to complex cases where firefighters 
rely on their training, and the trust and support 
of their team. CABA operators face risks 
including roadside/vehicle access hazards, 
respiratory hazards, structural collapse, heat 
stress and dehydration and physical strain due 
to the heavy weight of the equipment.

SFF is one of the most intensive, 
high-risk qualifications that you can attain 
as a volunteer firefighter, and we would like 
to say a massive thank you to all our BAO 
and SFF team at Glenorie Rural Fire Brigade. 
Your sense of comradery is remarkable; 
your skill set is top notch and your 

willingness, eagerness, and commitment to 
showing up to call outs where CABA is 
required, is commendable. Because of you, 
the local community is a safer place, and we 
thank you for your service.

Would You like to 
Become a NSW RFS 
Volunteer?
If you are wanting to give back to your 
community, and keen to be a part of 
something meaningful, find out how to join 
Glenorie RFB by contacting us via our 
Facebook page, visiting the RFS website at 
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au or simply come in for a 
chat at the station on Monday nights from 
7:30pm or Saturday afternoons from 
2:00pm. The station is at 2654 Old Northern 
Road Glenorie NSW 2157.

Climbing Expert & Qualified Arborist

Fast & Locally Service
20+ Years Experience
Responsible Tree Removal
24/7 Emergency Tree Service
Fully Licensed & Insured

TREE REMOVAL 
LARGE & SMALL

02 8999 6267 / 0475 463 597
CALL JOE TODAY

 Available locally

treesdownunder.com.au

State Of The Art Storage Facilities
YOUR SPACE YOU KEEP THE KEYS

SHORT OR LONG TERM STORAGE

24/7 CAMERA SURVEILLANCE

FREE USE OF TROLLEYS

Variety of
Storage Sizes and Options FREE MOVE-IN TRUCK HIRE

*Conditions apply

PERSONAL STORAGE 
BOAT & CARAVAN
CAR STORAGE 

BUSINESS STORAGE
WINE STORAGE 
SHIPPING CONTAINERS

50 CARRINGTON RD

02 9659 1122

CASTLE HILL
324 ANNANGROVE ROAD

02 9679 2290

ROUSE HILL
36 MID DURAL ROAD

02 9653 1122

GALSTON *ACCESS FROM
5AM TO 10PM

Secure, Clean & Flexible
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DEAN KELLAND  
Ph: 9653 2289 / 9652 2642 

116C Arcadia Road,  
Arcadia NSW 2159

SERVICE & 
REPAIRS  
TO ALL 

VEHICLES

• �Specialising in Euro Cars
• Rego Checks
• �Batteries & Tyres
• EFI Service

Glenorie Mission Church welcomes guests to our Sunday 
services at 10 am.

Our guest Pastors this April are:
• Martin Watkins conducting the Easter Service on Sunday April 5th.
• John Saddington preaching on the Disciples and the Assertion 

on Sunday April 12th.

• Tim and Linda who are missionaries with Africa Inland Mission 
on Sunday April 19th.

• Russ James from Bible League on Sunday April 26th.

There will be a dawn service at the church commencing at 5.45am on Easter 
Sunday to reflect and pray on the resurrection of Jesus as the sun rises.

We pray we will see you soon at Glenorie Mission Church.

Easter reflection 
on the life of 
Jesus Christ

News from St Benedicts April 2026
St Benedict’s Country Fete: 
Sunday 22nd March
By the time you read this the fete will be over but we’ll have a 
report and some of the fete news in next month’s issue.

Easter
Easter, the most important happening in the church calendar, 
falls in April this year. It’s a commemoration filled with both sadness, 
with the solemnity of Good Friday on 3rd April, then the joy of Easter 
Sunday on 5th April. Again, through Lent, the six weeks leading up 
to Easter, parishioners have been supporting Project Compassion 
and Caritas Australia by collecting donations to help those in need 
around the world. Project Compassion this year has focused on the 
stories of four people: Sisilia from Tanzania, Monoranjon from 
Bangladesh, Manaini from Fiji and Ahmad from Gaza. The slogan for 
this year’s appeal has been Unite Against Poverty a message that’s 
more important than ever with the many challenges our world faces.

Children’s Sacramental Program
A number of children in the parish have begun their journey to 

the sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and Holy 
Communion. In mid-March these children were blessed 
by Father Michael at the 9am Mass. After the prayer 
and blessing the children handed out prayer cards they 
had made to parishioners and asked for support through 
their spiritual journey. Picture shows Zachary Wilkinson 

of Glenorie ready to share his prayer card.

Parish Notices
Service times, especially for Easter, and parish 

information are found at www.bbcatholic.org.au/arcadia. 
Click on the News and Events tab to find the weekly 
Parish Bulletin. Or ring Paula 9653 2312 on Monday or 
Friday at the Parish Office, St Benedict’s Catholic Church 
2 Fagans Road Arcadia.

Sunset Melodies Reflection
On the 14th March over 80 
people attended the popular 
Sunset Melodies music program 
held at the Galston Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. This joyful 
community event captured the 
hearts of everyone. This special 
event, organised by Sandra 

Weslake, brought together a wonderful mixture of singers and 
musicians from around New South Wales.

From special items to group singing, 
a spirit of praise and gratitude for the 
blessings of God and His goodness 
was the theme of this memorable 
occasion. Songs such as Farther 
Along, Sheltered in the Arms of God, 
and Come Jesus Come, brought 
church members and visitors together at a time when many recognise 
that our world is in a terrible mess.

As part of our evening, special prayer was offered for those caught 
up in the Middle East conflict. Our world needs peace! May each and 
every one of us continue to pray that soon the gospel will go to all the 
world, and Jesus will come.

Our evening finished with a beautiful supper hosted by Galston 
SDA Church. Thank you to all who help make this special occasion 
a great success.

Galston Seventh-day Adventist Church
49 Arcadia Road Galston | Website: galston.adventist.org.au
Steve Belson (Pastor) 0438 459 223
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info@tedwardsearthmoving.com.au www.tedwardsearthmoving.com.au 

 

0404 747 027 
BASED IN GLENORIE

 Trusted   Family-owned business   With years of experience

 Call 0404 747 027 to get started
 info@tedwardsearthmoving.com.au 
www.tedwardsearthmoving.com.au

How healthy is your

home loan?

With the current cost of living, there’s never been a
better time to review your home loan.

We'll look at your rate, term, repayments, and equity,
giving your loan a full check-up to make sure it's still
right for you and your current needs.

Enquire online at bendigobank.com.au/healthcheck or

visit your nearest branch.

Community Bank • Galston & District

All loans are subject to the Bank's normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. Please

consider your situation and read the Terms and Conditions, available online at www.bendigobank.com.au or

upon request from any Bendigo Bank branch, before making a decision. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited

ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879. (2083101-2126290)(02/25)

ADVERTORIAL

Come Work with 
Aussie Pumps
Aussie Pumps is recruiting NOW......!

We are a proud Australian 
manufacturer who stand by the quality 
of our products. We specialize in 
solving the consistent problems of 
drought, floods and bushfires.

Our Chief Engineer John Hales 
has a sign in his office that says, 
“We design and build machines as if 
we’re going to use it for ourselves”, 
that’s why we are different.

If you are passionate about the 
environment, you care about the 
economy and want to play an important 
role in the development of this wonderful country, we’ve got the 
right job for you!

“Our Norwest Factory has enabled us to increase production 
capacity and productivity. We’d love to hear from enthusiastic locals 
who want a rewarding career in a vital industry and have fun at the 
same time!” said Aussie’s Chief Engineer John Hales.

Share our success.

We are looking for people to join admin, store, production and 
sales teams.

Interested in a challenging career? Call Linda-Sue 02 8865 3500 
or email us your profile on info@aussiepumps.com.au

Aussie delivers great 
products at great price
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ELECTRICAL SERVICES
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LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73
59
4C

PH: 9054 3025

LOCAL HILLS TO  
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Level 2 ASP  
Electrician

 0411 737 605  |  sean.refresh@gmail.com

All Internal and external 
Commercial and residential

Free Quote

 Your Local Painter 

Please contact us for a free, no obligation quote.

ADAM COX 0418 424 031

ALL TYPES OF  
RESIDENTIAL AND  

RURAL FENCING
Free Quotes

Repairs Welcome.

LANDSCAPING SERVICES

We do it the  
Logic way

m	 0400 774 102
e	 paul@landscapelogicnsw.com.au
w	 www.landscapelogicnsw.com.au

lic# 347025C

POL
PAINTERS

SERVICINGHILLS DISTRICTFOR OVER
40 YEARS

OUR SERVICES

• High Pressure
Water Cleaning

• Remedial Repairs

CALL VIC

0417 224 155
WWW.POL-PAINTERS.COM.AU

Lic No. 238452C

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Gardening
Pruning & Lopping
Top Dressing & Fertilising
Landscaping & Irrigation Work
�Rubbish Removal & Gutter  
Cleaning
General Handyman
High Pressure Washing

The greatest compliment I can
receive is to be recommended by 

you to your family and friends.

Neville O’Connor
Garden, Maintenance & Handyman

M: 0418 405 670
E: a1services@internode.on.net

GARDENING &  
HOME SERVICES

 Mowing, Hedging, Cleaning
& Veggie Gardens
0455 951 034

EmergencyEmergency
Call OutCall Out

 Smart Home Automation
 Data
 Security Systems

 New Builds 
 Renovations
 Maintenance and Repairs

Residential and Commercial
Over 15 years experience

Contact Gary on 0490 087 381
LOCAL TO GALSTON/DURAL

 LIC No. 320758c



STOP PROBLEMS BEFORE THEY OVERFLOW.
Call The Punctual Plumbers

0488 827 3040488 827 304

CLOCK SERVICE CLOCK SERVICE 
ROUND-THE

License no: 267530C
@pureplumbingpros
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PEST CONTROL

Pest Control Specialists

Ants • Bees • Birds • Carpet Beetles • Cockroaches   
Mice • Silverfish • Spiders • Termites • Wasps

Sydney Wide  •  All Areas  •  Free Quotes  •  7 Days a Week

Mark Owen 0423 017 515
info@accesspestcontrol.com.au
www.accesspestcontrol.com.au

Access Pest Control

PLUMBING SERVICES

HILLS DISTRICT PLUMBERHILLS DISTRICT PLUMBER
 Google 4.9 Star Rating
 Guaranteed 24/7 Fast Response
 Lifetime Labour Warranty
 15% Seniors Discount
 On Time, No Mess or you Pay $100 Less

02 9199 2612
www.reactiveplumbing.com.au

Leaking Taps • Blocked Drains • Leaking Toilets  
Burst Pipes • CCTV Inspection • Hot Water Systems • Pipe Relining

Lic. 257268C

Call 02 9482 9199

 Plumbing, Drainage & Gasfitting
 Blocked Drains
 Hot Water Heaters
 CCTV - Water Jetter
 Gutters and Downpipes

scottandsons.com.au

Fast Emergency 
Service

DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

FAMILY BUSINESS 
FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Lic. No: 141840c

Scott & SonsScott & Sons
PlumbersPlumbers
Scott & Sons
Plumbers

-  Logo and Business name 
-  0477 477 768 
-  10% Seniors Discount 
-  Your Local Plumber 
Services: Blocked Drains , Water leaks , Gas 
Fitting, Hot Water , Repairs and Mainte-
nance, Taps + Toilets
-  https://stoutsplumbingservices.com.au/

OUR SERVICES
Blocked Drains  |  Water leaks

Gas Fitting  |  Hot Water
Repairs and Maintenance

Taps + Toilets

stoutsplumbingservices.com.au
0477 477 768

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBER 

10% SENIORS 
DISCOUNT

PLUMBING SERVICES

Drainage
Blocked Drains
Pipe Relining
Taps & Toilets
Leaking Pipes
Hot Water
Gas

www.hillsdistrictplumbing.au

*

Hills District Plumbing

0459 305 360

PLASTERER SERVICES

SERVICES
• Gyprock plastering, Repairs, Cornices, Roses

• Ornamental Ceiling Panels, Suspended Ceilings
• Partition Walls 

J & C RANDO  P/L

All types of repairs, small or large.
Home, Office, Shop, Extensions, Granny flats

JOE RANDO - MOB: 0412 238 668

PROFESSIONAL PLASTERER

A.B.N. 20.003.189624    License No. R72770- (License: Joe Rando)

Call The Punctual Plumber

0488 827 3040488 827 304
www. pureplumbingpros.com.au

License no: 267530C
@pureplumbingpros

PLUMBING PROBLEM?
We’ll jump to it straight away!

Emergency
Service

Emergency
Service

We won’t charge
you a call out fee
during normal
business hours.

Glenn Truelove
PLUMBER • ROOF PLUMBER • DRAINER 
GASFITTER • LP GASFITTER 
LICENCE No. 135755C

MOBILE 0400 804 211
Email gatruelove@bigpond.com
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T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

TO ADVERTISE 
IN OUR 

MAY EDITION
Bookings and artwork deadline 

17th April
Deliveries commence 28th April

Call Karen 0487 111 868 105mm

Rainfall
Rainfall recorded period 
14/02/26 to 
13/03/26 is

Trades and 
Services
Ad space available 

for $59 ex gst 
per monthly edition

Air Perfection  
Air Conditioning 
Sales, Service & Installation

0427 305 247
airperfection247@gmail.com

SENIORS DISCOUNT

Galston Dry 
Cleaners

9/360 Galston Rd, Galston
Mob: 0425 888 077

Cleaning Wedding Gowns, Curtains, 
Doonas and Leathers

Justin Kim   

0433 233 203
www.hillsidepainting.com.au

 Interior / Exterior
 �Residential / Commercial
 �Water Pressure Washing

CALL NOW FOR THE BEST PRICE
Lic#264338C

 Texture
 �Water Damage Repair
 Plaster Repair

PAT FEDELE
Professional Painter

Li
ce

ns
e 

R9
6

4
5

8

Local Licensed Painter in the 
Hills Shire for over 30 years - 

Fully Insured 

Free Quotes
0407 232 869

Local building team specialising in 
renovations, extensions, outdoor living  

and new builds!

Contact: adam@pragerbuilding.com.au  
or 0402 203 869 Lic no: 83655S

Goanna  
Audio Visual

 1300-888-125 
 www.goannaaudiovisual.com 
 paul@goannaaudiovisual.com

Goanna supplies/delivers/operates  
Audio + Lighting + Vision + Staging 

 Hornsby NSW 2077

WASHING MACHINE AND DRYER SERVICES

TREE SERVICES

Julian Parry
Director

Phone: 1300 887 417
Dip. Hort (Arboriculture) Level 5, 

Cert. Arboriculture, Dip. Horticulture
Dip. Landscape, Cert Landscape

Arboricultural Consultation
Tree & Stump Removal

Land Clearance
Specialist Tree Pruning

Fully Insured

Northside Washer Service

WASHING MACHINE 
AND DRYER

REPAIR AND SALES
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

Graeme Shepherdson
Ph: 9457 9162 Mob: 0418 679 596

Speed Queen and Kleenmaid Authorised Agent

Over 
35 Years 

Experience

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73
59
4C

PH: 9062 4053

LOCAL HILLS TO  
GALSTON PLUMBER

All Plumbing  
Work
Best Prices  
& All Work  
Guaranteed
Seniors/ 
Pensioners  
Discount
Blocked Drains 
and Pipes

Hot Water Repairs

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73
59

4C
LI
C2

73
59

4C

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73

59
4C

PLUMBING SERVICES
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Sudoku
Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1 to 9.

The Galston, Glenorie & Hills Rural Community News prides itself 
on reporting about a variety of local topics and issues, covering news, 
features, sports, entertainment and the arts, community contributions, 

and much more.

We are interested in local stories from: Arcadia, Berrilee, Berowra Waters, 
Cattai, Canoelands, Dural, Fiddletown, Forest Glen, Galston, Glenorie, 
Maraylya, Maroota, Middle Dural, South Maroota & Wisemans Ferry.

To submit a story idea, editorial, community contribution, 
obituary, photo, letter to the editor or just a general news item, 

please email: editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au

Please send stories in editable text (word or email) not in PDF. 
MAXIMUM words 500.

Copy to be received by 15th of the month.

We love to hear from our community.

01 Gulps of air (7)
05  Assistance for the needy (7)
09  Big commotion (6)
10  Exploit (3,2,3)
11  In an emergency, it doesn't 

come second (5,3)
12  Small wave (6)
13  Field hockey player 

with Olympic gold and 
bronze medals (5,5)

16  Land of ayatollahs (4)

ACROSS

02  Knockoff (7)
03  Tiny particles (5)
04  White-flowered NE 

Queensland rainforest 
tree (4,5)

06  Go in (5)
07  Clue in the dirt (9)
08  Parrot variety (7)
10  Burnett River dry spot? (5,6)

DOWN

17  It may be half-baked (4)
19  Corresponding (10)
21  Sunk (6)
23  It goes, according to 

Cole Porter (8)
25  A dishonest flyer, by the 

sound of it (8)
26  Gum arabic (6)
27  Simulated on a 

computer (7)
28  Hang in there! (7)

14  Directly (2,1,6)
15  Bellarine Peninsula swamp 

(5,4)
18  Genuine (5-2)
20  Catholic welfare 

organisation (7)
22  Subject of Professor 

Higgins' experiment (5)
24  A lot (5)

Karen Taylor
Advertising

0487 111 868
advertising@galstoncommunity.com.au

Karlene Brummer
Editorial

editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au

Accounts
accounts@galstoncommunity.com.au

Diana Paton
Publisher

 0408 011 193
diana@adelphi.net.au

Ads/Artwork/Design
info@galstoncommunity.com.au

Material appearing in this magazine is subject to copyright and may not be 
reproduced without the written consent of the publisher. Every effort is made to 
ensure accuracy of all information in this publication however no responsibility is 
accepted by the publisher for the content of offers made by advertisers or editorial 
comment. The publisher reserves the right to alter, omit or change editorials 
and advertisements.

The Galston, Glenorie and Hills Rural Community News is a published by Adelphi 
Printing Pty Ltd, Magazine Design by Adelphi Design and Print www.adelphi.net.au. 
Enquiries quotes@adelphi.net.au
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Thinking of selling?

Looking for the highest price with a trustworthy agent?
For the best advice and local exerptise, reach out today.

Carolyn Wheatley | 0407 120 483
carolyn.wheatley@belleproperty.com

Now Selling!

147 Halcrows Road, Glenorie
By Appointment - $5,700,000 - $5,900,000

Iconic 'Kingsview Estate' estate set on 2.34acres of boutique acreage

Inspired by classic Georgian architecture and reimagined for modern family life, this 
quintessential double-storey residence is fit for a king spanning 832m2 of internal living 

(approx.), offering exceptional flexibility for large or multi-generational families. A rare offering 
of exceptional privacy and seclusion on the elevated acreage, this classic residence stands in 

parklike grounds on approximately 2.34 acres (9480m2) with vast sunny gardens and breath-
taking district views to the Blue Mountains.


