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Close Call for Berowra
BY DIANA PATON

This election delivered a big surprise nationally, but also in Berowra. Berowra has 
always been considered a safe liberal seat, but with the results of this election 
showing a swing of -6% against the Liberal party, the difference between Liberal  
and Labour in Berowra (after preference count) was only 3,634 votes. This followed 
the 2022 election results which also showed a swing against the Liberal Party  
of -5.88%. But that result showed a difference between Liberal and Labour  
(after preferences) of 18,236 votes.

FIRST PREFERENCE COUNT FOR THE DIVISION OF BEROWRA (NSW)
66 OF 66 POLLING PLACES RETURNED.

CANDIDATE PARTY VOTES % SWING (%)

LEESER, Julian Liberal 46,657 41.86 -5.33

KOSCHINSKI, Benson Labor 30,101 27.01 +3.19

COUSINS, Martin The Greens 13,093 11.75 -3.14

BROWN, Tina Independent 12,847 11.53 +11.53

MATTINSON, Gerald Pauline Hanson's One Nation 4,472 4.01 +1.14

BASTIAN, Stephen Trumpet of Patriots 2,100 1.88 +1.46

WOODWARD, Roger Independent 1,167 1.05 +0.32

CLARKE,  
Brendan Michael

FUSION | Planet Rescue |  
Whistblower Protection | Innovation

1,026 0.92 -0.47

Whilst first preference votes clearly showed Julian Leeser (Liberal) received the highest 
percentage of votes, once preferences were counted, the end result was quite a close call.  
So it was a combination of votes for Ben Koshinski (Labour), Martin Cousins (the Greens) and  
Tina Brown (Independent) which delivered such a close result. It's worth noting that the biggest 
swing towards any candidate was Tina Brown at 11.53%.

continues on page 4...
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The Galston, Glenorie & Hills Rural Community News  
prides itself on reporting about a variety of local topics and issues,  

covering news, features, sports, entertainment and the arts,  
community contributions, and much more.

We are interested in local stories from: Arcadia, Berrilee, Berowra Waters, 
Cattai, Canoelands, Dural, Fiddletown, Forest Glen, Galston, Glenorie, 
Maraylya, Maroota, Middle Dural, South Maroota & Wisemans Ferry.
To submit a story idea, an editorial or a community contribution,  

please email: editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au
Please send stories in editable text (word or email) not in PDF. 

MAXIMUM words 500.
Copy to be received by 15th of the month.

We love to hear from our community.

Karen Taylor
Advertising

0487 111 868
advertising@galstoncommunity.com.au

Karlene Brummer
Editorial

editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au

Accounts
accounts@galstoncommunity.com.au

Diana Paton
Publisher

 0408 011 193
diana@adelphi.net.au

Ads/Artwork/Design
info@galstoncommunity.com.au

Material appearing in this magazine is subject to copyright and may not be reproduced  
without the written consent of the publisher. Every effort is made to ensure accuracy of all 
information in this publication however no responsibility is accepted by the publisher for the 
content of offers made by advertisers or editorial comment. The publisher reserves the right  
to alter, omit or change editorials and advertisements.
The Galston, Glenorie and Hills Rural Community News is a published by Adelphi Printing  
Pty Ltd, Magazine Design by Adelphi Design and Print www.adelphi.net.au.  
Enquiries quotes@adelphi.net.au

C om muni t y  n e w s
G A L S T O N ,  G L E N O R I E  &  H I L L S  R U R A L

PO BOX 149 GLENORIE NSW 2157

HELP AND INFORMATION SERVICES
General Emergencies 000 Lifeline (24 hours) 13 11 14
Energy Australia Energy 13 13 88 Poisons Information Line 13 11 26
Hornsby Hospital 9477 9123 Police - Hornsby 9476 9799
Hills Shire Council 9843 0555 Police - Castle Hill 9680 5399
Hornsby Shire Council 9847 6666 Sydney Water 13 20 90
Endeavour Energy (Outages) 13 10 03

LOCAL RURAL FIRE SERVICES
(Station phones are unmanned and will operate answer phone services only.  
Call 000 for Emergencies)

Hills Rural Fire Service District Office 9658 9000
Hornsby Rural Fire Service District Office 9883 2000
Arcadia Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain MIKE MELIS 0409 606 786
Galston Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain MATT WHITE 0407 390 955
Glenorie Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain DANE JOHANSEN 0457 596 283
Hillside Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain ANDREW BAILDON 9652 2245
Middle Dural Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain MORRIE MAAIT 0412 267 567

IMPORTANT LOCAL INFORMATION

LOCAL JP’s
Mary Ord, Glenorie - 0400 363 563
Julia Billyard and Darren Bonaccordo, Elude Games, Galston - 8005 0077
Vicki Brownless - 0423 727 826 (South Maroota area)
Cherrybrook Shopping Village, Shepherds Drive, every Saturday morning  
10:00 AM to noon.
There will be a JP at Dural Library Wednesdays between 1:00 PM and 3:00 PM.  
Also available at Cherrybrook Shopping Village, 10:00 AM to 12:00 noon  
Saturdays. Contact Jane 0427 998 004.

Dural Tyrepower, 236 Newline Road
Telephone: 9651 4000  

www.tyrepower.com.au

N
CA

TP
/1

20
7

All mAjoR TyRe bRANDs including 4wd

bRAke, suspeNsioN & sTeeRiNg RepAiRs

bATTeRies

mAg wheels

TyRes AND RepAiRs for cars, Trucks, mowers, 
TracTors, forklifTs, bobcaTs & earThmovers

RoAD AND fARm seRvice oN siTe

Dural Tyrepower
236a Newline Rd, Dural

Ph: 9651 4000
E-mail: dural@tyrepower.com.au

www.tyrepower.com.auDural Tyrepower, 236 Newline Road
Telephone: 9651 4000  

www.tyrepower.com.au

N
CA

TP
/1

20
7

All mAjoR TyRe bRANDs including 4wd

bRAke, suspeNsioN & sTeeRiNg RepAiRs

bATTeRies

mAg wheels

TyRes AND RepAiRs for cars, Trucks, mowers, 
TracTors, forklifTs, bobcaTs & earThmovers

RoAD AND fARm seRvice oN siTe

Frames�&�All
Custom�Picture�Framing

ABN Number: 91 127 973 813

Dural
&

Surrounds
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0409 861 607
info@hftr.com.au

 www.hftr.com.au
Hillside Metalworks Pty Ltd

Trading as Horse Float and Trailer Repairs
128 Cattai Ridge Rd, Glenorie NSW  
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Overall a few areas in the Berowra electorate are worth mentioning. 
Rogans Hill recorded a swing of 11.84% towards the Liberals,  
Glenorie Hillside showed 0.07% towards the Liberals whereas  
Castle Hill North, Epping Area (several polling stations), Hornsby East,  
Hornsby West, Macquarie Park, Marsfield North, Mt Kuring-gai, Rogans 
Hill North and Waitara showed swings against the Liberals of over 10%.  
The Highest swing against the Liberals was Macquarie Park at 18.22%

If you want to look at more in depth results, the above information was 
taken from the AEC Tallyroom, https://tallyroom.aec.gov.au/ then go to  
the Berowra page.

BEROWRA RESULTS BY BALLOT BOX IN OUR RURAL AREAS

Party No of Votes Percentage After Preferences Percentage Swing 

Arcadia

Liberal 382 51% 501 67% -2.20%

Labor 114 15% 247 33%

Greens 76 10%  

Independent 73 10%

One Nation 53 7%

Trump of Patriots 37 5%  

Dural

Liberal 691 55% 825 66% -5%

Labor 189 15% 423 34%

Greens 145 12%

Independent 88 7%

One Nation 84 7%  

Trump of Patriots 37 3%

Galston

Liberal 726 50% 926 65% -5%

Labor 254 18% 506 35%

Greens 142 10%  

Independent 139 10%

One Nation 118 8%

Trump of Patriots 36 3%  

Glenorie

Liberal 758 59% 929 72%

Labor 181 14% 368 28%

Greens 109 9%   

Independent 90 7%

One Nation 90 7%

Trump of Patriots 47 4%   

Hillside
(Glenorie 

West)

Liberal 327 59% 414 74% -3%

Labor 63 11% 143 26%

Greens 41 7%  

Independent 36 7%

One Nation 56 10%

Trump of Patriots 28 5%  

Maroota

Liberal 174 61% 195 68% -5%

Labor 35 12% 90 32%

Greens 16 6%  

Independent 8 3%

One Nation 33 12%

Trump of Patriots 13 5%  

South 
Maroota

Liberal 322 60% 412 76% -5%

Labor 81 15% 132 24%

Greens 24 5%  

Independent 12 2%

One Nation 68 13%

Trump of Patriots 31 6%  

Middle 
Dural

Liberal 450 53% 592 70% -6%

Labor 125 15% 258 30%

Greens 81 10%  

Independent 60 8%

One Nation 76 9%

Trump of Patriots 48 6%  

Wisemans 
Ferry

Liberal 72 56% 86 67% -9%

Labor 19 15% 43 33%

Greens 17 13%  

Independent 3 2%

One Nation 12 9%

Trump of Patriots 3 2%  

Arcadia Galston
R e s i d e n t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  I n c .

giving the community a
voice to be heard

M E M B E R S H I P  $ 5 . 0 0
T O  B E  P A R T  O F  S O M E T H I N G  T H A T  M A K E S  A

D I F F E R E N C E  T O  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

W W W . A G R A 2 1 5 9 . C O M . A U

Arcadia Galston
R e s i d e n t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  I n c .

giving the community a
voice to be heard

M E M B E R S H I P  $ 5 . 0 0
T O  B E  P A R T  O F  S O M E T H I N G  T H A T  M A K E S  A

D I F F E R E N C E  T O  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

W W W . A G R A 2 1 5 9 . C O M . A U

M E M B E R S H I P  $ 5 . 0 0

T O  B E  PA R T  O F  S O M E T H I N G  T H AT  M A K E S  A 
D I F F E R E N C E  T O  O U R  CO M M U N I T Y

W W W. AG R A 2 1 5 9 .CO M . AU

Here are the results from our local polling stations, they are quite a 
mixed bag with Wisemans Ferry recording a swing of 9% against the 
Liberal party and Glenorie Hillside showing a swing towards the  
Liberals party of 0.07%.

from page 1...

http://www.agra2159.com.au
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Contact
James

  (02) 9476 3411      hornsby@parliament.nsw.gov.au     
  PO Box 1687, Hornsby Westfield NSW 1635

Authorised by James Wallace MP. Funded using parliamentary entitlements.

James can help you by
•   Representing you in the NSW Parliament

•   Assisting you to access State services

•   Communicating your issues to the relevant Ministers

•   Organising Justice of the Peace applications

•  Recognising Community Achievements

James Wallace MP
Member for Hornsby

“Farvel Glenorie!”
BY KARLENE BRUMMER

Well-known local identities, Ulla Abdilgaard and Bjorn  
Hansen - Glenorie’s most loved dynamic Danish duo - are 
leaving the area and moving North to picturesque  
Smith’s Lake.

Readers will know Ulla from the Glenorie District Medical Centre,  
where she worked as Receptionist and Practice Manager for some 
thirteen years.

Her partner, Bjorn, is a talented photographer who has hosted  
many a portrait shoot of local families at their home studio and gallery. 
He has worked across Sydney for over three decades as a professional 
wedding videographer and photographer. The pair also ran the eclectic UB Art Shack in Cairnes Road 

showcasing their individual and collaborative ‘fusion’ works of art.
After both undergoing treatment for cancer over the last four years, 

Ulla says it is time to move on and enjoy retirement.
Their new home will also accommodate a studio and gallery as  

well as a workshop where Bjorn hopes to continue his successful 
framing business. With their shared love of nature and creativity,  
they look forward to being inspired by the beauty of the lake and 
surrounding area to pursue further artistic endeavours.

Ulla says, “the hardest thing about the move will be missing all  
the beautiful people we have met and formed friendships with over  
the years, and of course our family and grandchildren.”

For last chance viewing of their art, or just to say goodbye,  
please give them a call to arrange a visit, or check out their website  
to stay updated.

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S
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BY KARLENE BRUMMER

After the Bus Bingle of last month, a new snazzy shelter has been 
rebuilt at Glenorie. I noticed two sad things though, when I stopped 
to take this photo. The first was that the seat had 
already been graffitied and the second was the 
very minimal timetable.

It would be fabulous if one day we were able to access  
a bus route straight from Glenorie/Galston direct to  
the city without having to travel to Castle Hill first.  
I feel that a lot of people would use a service like this 
rather than the inconvenience of having to either drive  
to a Metro or Railway parking station (which are generally 
already full) or the alternative of bussing it to Castle Hill 
and then getting a connecting City Xpress bus or metro – 
making such a trip so much longer.

When was your last
pumpout??

When was your last
pumpout??

We recommend a pumpout 
every 3-5 years depending on how many 

people reside there. 

We recommend a pumpout 
every 3-5 years depending on how many 

people reside there. 

Staples Premier Pumpouts is an Australian owned family business 
- we live local - we work local -

We offer you a friendly, reliable and thorough septic tank
pumpout service at a competitive price. 

When you book with us you can be sure that you 
will receive professional service with the utmost respect for you

and your property.

Staples Premier Pumpouts is an Australian owned family business 
- we live local - we work local -

We offer you a friendly, reliable and thorough septic tank
pumpout service at a competitive price. 

When you book with us you can be sure that you 
will receive professional service with the utmost respect for you

and your property.

PREMIER PUMPOUTSPREMIER PUMPOUTS

02 9457 877702 9457 8777Not sure what you need?
We are always in the area to help 

Not sure what you need?
We are always in the area to help www.premierpumpouts.com.auwww.premierpumpouts.com.au

It’s what we have 

been doing successfully

 for over 30 years!

Glenorie Vet’s 
Seachange
BY KARLENE BRUMMER

Glenorie Bus 
Shelter Update

Popular Glenorie Vet and local girl, Meg Uebel, is moving from 
her home in Arcadia to start a new chapter with her partner 
in the seaside suburb of Dee Why. She will remain working as 
a veterinarian at a neighbouring Northern Beaches clinic and 
will still be able to take her beloved dog, Sven, to work with 
her although she says that his R & R area will not be as large 
or luxurious as the one at GVC! Meg will be leaving in early 
June, so make sure to stop in and wish her well.

Veterinarian Meg Uebel with Sven
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Escape to Winterfest for a
weekend of history and fantasy!

Hawkesbury Showground
5 - 6 July 2025

Sydney Medieval Fair

Meet knights, vikings, unicorns, elves & orcs
Birds of prey | Artisan market stalls | Archery

Costume & cosplay parade | Traditional crafts
Kids' knight school | and more!

/WinterfestSydneywinterfest.com.auFind out more at

Gather your fellow 
adventurers and venture 
forth to Winterfest Sydney 
Medieval Fair for a weekend 
of fun and adventure!

Winterfest is back on 5th - 6th 
July 2025 at the Hawkesbury 
Showground, 10am – 5pm.

At Winterfest you can 
adventure to a world with free-
flying birds of prey, knights, 
vikings and more. From jousting, 
archery and combat to crafts, 
cooking and games, this popular 
two-day event features an 
extensive program to delight the 
whole family.

Immerse yourself in the action 
with a wonderful line-up of 
entertainment, including:

• �The exciting Winterfest Jousting 
Tournament in the sport of kings!

• �Full Contact Fighting with 
Australian Medieval Combat: 
The best fighters from NSW 
and Victoria battle it out in full 
medieval armour with steel -  
the last one standing wins!

• �Meet graceful and powerful 
raptors with Feathered Friends. 
Get up close with a majestic 
eagle, and colourful parrots fit 
for a pirate.

• �Melee Battles with warriors 
in armour from a range of 
historical periods. Watch the 
groups battle for supremacy in 
the 'Combat and Arms' displays

• �The Mounted Skill-at-Arms, 
demonstrating the skills 
required for knights in training 
and in battle on horseback.

• �The Re-enactors's Row, where you 
can try helmets, armour, shields 
and weapons. Friendly re-enactors 
from history enjoy sharing their 
knowledge about the people and 
period they are re-enacting.

Explore the vibrant range  
of wares at 'Merchant's Row',  
with over 70 stalls including 
quality artisan and handcrafted 
wares, clothing, accessories,  
and toys, to delectable home-
made sweets and stunning 
artwork! Discover traditional skills 
in the ‘Artisan Alley’ with displays 
throughout the day, including 
blacksmithing, woodworking,  
and leatherwork.

Roaming entertainers add to 
the festival, including musicians 
and minstrels, and 'Feldergast 
the Fool' the wandering jester. 
Treat yourself with many 
delicious foods to choose from, 
including delicious slow-cooked 
BBQ, gluten-free Japanese style 
chicken, handmade pizza,  
and refreshing ginger beer.

Have a go at archery,  
Celtic drumming workshops, 
and the chance to learn to use a 
rapier. Have your photo taken with 
a unicorn, and kids can join in at 
the Kids’ Knight School.

Immerse yourself in the 
festival environment by wearing 
something a bit different from 
the usual. The free-to-enter 
Winterfest Costume and Cosplay 
competition is always popular. 
Join the competition parade  
for judging and fun. Come along 
in a medieval-inspired outfit  
or fantasy-style clothing;  
all medieval periods, cultures,  
and styles are welcome.

Getting to and parking 
at Winterfest is easy at the 
Hawkesbury Showground:

Free on-site parking, and 
Clarendon Railway station is only 
two minutes’ walk from the gates.

Pre-purchase your tickets 
online for discounts, or you can 
buy at the gate.

www.winterfest.com.au 
40 Racecourse Road,  
Clarendon NSW 2756  
(opposite the RAAF Base).
Connect with us: Facebook,  
Instagram and YouTube 

IS COMING

http://winterfest.com.au
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The Hills are Alive 
with the Sound  
of Opportunity
With the recent announcement of the 
Reserve Bank trimming the cash rate  
by 0.25%, bringing it down to 3.85%—the 
lowest since May 2023. This welcomed 
move is expected to provide relief to 
homeowners and enhance affordability  
for buyers by increasing their  
borrowing capacity.

However, economists warn that this could also 
drive property prices up by 10% by year-end, 
urging buyers to act swiftly. Whilst further cuts 
expected over the coming months, create cheaper 
money for housing, they also fuel demand.

In the Hills District, known for it’s family-
friendly suburbs and lifestyle, the market is 
poised for renewed activity. CoreLogic notes 
that outer suburban markets are leading capital 
gains, suggesting that our local area could see 
significant growth.

Investors have been snapping up properties 
across Australia, with new investor loans hitting 
near-decade highs.

BUY NOW OR REGRET LATER
With the rate cut, buyers could see their 
borrowing capacity increase by up to $75,000. 
This means more competition for properties in a 
market already experiencing tight supply. Sellers 
are in an enviable position, with demand surging 
and prices on the rise. Now is an opportune time 
to list properties. At Lumby, we're here to guide 
you through these dynamic times, ensuring you 
make the most of the current market conditions.

YOUR NEXT HOME AWAITS
Whether you're looking to buy your dream home 
or considering selling, the current market offers 
unique opportunities. Don't let this moment pass 
you by. Reach out to the Lumby team today,  
and let's navigate this exciting market together.

ADVERTORIAL

We are  
No.1 in  

the No.2 
Business.

GIVE US A CALL TODAY 

9427 2802
www.ableliquidwaste.com.au

• Enviro Cycle Tank Cleaning
• Septic Tank Cleaning
• Stormwater Cleaning

• Grease Trap Cleaning
• Confined Space Entry
• Seniors Discount

Septic Tank Services

http://www.ableliquidwaste.com.au
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Solar Battery Rebates - 
Virtual Power Plants
BY DIANA PATON

Data provided by the Australian PV Institute shows that  
NSW was producing 790,718 Mwh of solar power output  
each month. The attached graph shows the solar installations 
in postcodes 2157, 2158 and 2159 since 2007. Glenorie has 
installed 6MW, Dural just over 11MW and Galston/Arcadia 
around 7MW. If you compare our low residential dwelling 
numbers to the densely populated new release areas of 2765, 
they have installed over 110MW.

From the 1st July the Government has introduced a new Solar Battery 
Rebate Scheme, which will provide up to 30% rebate. These are the 
details which are known to date (source: https://www.solarquotes. 
com.au/battery-storage/federal-rebate)

WHICH BATTERIES WILL BE ELIGIBLE?
Batteries will need to meet some requirements:

•	 The batteries will need to have been approved by the Clean  
Energy Council and installers must have appropriate battery 
installation accreditation.

•	 The minimum amount of usable capacity covered under the scheme 
is expected to be 5 kWh.

•	 The maximum amount of usable capacity is expected to be  
50 kWh – but you can install systems up to 100 kWh and still  
receive the rebate for a 50kWh system.

•	 Solar batteries must be capable of connecting to a Virtual Power Plant 
(VPP), but there’s not expected to be any requirement to join a VPP.

SO WHAT IS A VPP?
A number of electricity retailers already provide VPP schemes.  
This permits them to draw the power stored in your home battery to 
power the grid in times of high demand. They will pay you a higher price 
for the power they draw during peak times. There should be safeguards 
in the scheme that leave enough power stored in your battery for you 
to use in your home during the evening/early morning. Households that 
can afford to install a larger battery than their own needs, can therefore 
take advantage of selling the power back to the grid during peak 
demand. The cost benefit of these options need to be calculated by the 
householder based on the VPP scheme being offered.

The choice of battery storage systems has increased more recently. 
Many are now easily expandable, can provide backup in outages 
and come EV ready. Look out for other options like V2H (Vehicle-to-
Home) and V2G (Vehicle-to-Grid) capabilities, these will offer further 
possibilities of storing power and selling excess back to the grid when 
prices are high.

Most solar and battery systems now provide online monitoring via a 
smartphone app, which enables the household to plan the timing of  
power usage. As they say, knowledge is power and changing routines 
of power usage can also help you save more money.

Solar PV + Energy Storage =  
24/7 Energy Bills Freedom
WHY US?

  Site Inspection and  
Consulting at your premises.

  Tailoring the system to serve 
current and future energy 
goals.
  Trusted by local homeowner’s - 
they happy to recommend us.
  One point of contact -  
No Overseas Call Centre.

  Solar & Battery done right 
from start to end.

www.operasolar.com.au

Solar System | Battery Storage  
EV Chargers | Solar Panels

Let’s Connect!

1300 271 430 
admin@operasolar.com.au

http://www.operasolar.com.au
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LOCAL SOLAR , BATTERY AND EV CHARGING PROFFESIONALS SINCE 2010.
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Visit our showroom at 5/317 Windsor Rd Vineyard  

or reach out online at www.skylinesolar.com.au  
for more information on the CHEAPER HOME BATTERY rebate scheme  

SAVING YOU UP TO $18,000 OFF a 50kwh storage system.

Volunteer 
Treasurer Wanted
Galston Financial Services Ltd (GFS), 

the company that is franchised to 
run the Galston & District - Bendigo 

Bank at Galston, is looking for a new 
volunteer Treasurer.

The ideal person will have experience 
in accounting practices.  

Whilst the position is not onerous,  
as we have a bookkeeper, this 

position does involve the oversight of 
our GFS accounts and they will need 
to develop an understanding of the 
reporting provided by Bendigo Bank 
relating to our profit share incomes.

If you are interested in discussing 
this position in more detail,  

please contact our Chairman Ralph 
Steele on 0412 973 173 or email 

Chairman@galstonbendigo.com.au

ADVERTORIAL

The rain and cold didn't stop everyone coming to attend Galston village Pharmacy's  
annual Australia's Biggest Morning tea, it was a fun morning with lots of great food to eat, 
plants to buy, jams, gift hampers and lots more!

A big thank you to everyone that baked the amazing array of treats, sold raffle tickets, donated items  
to be used in raffle prizes and donated handmade items! Thank you to all the volunteers that help  
every year, we could not do it without you, to all the local Retailers of Galston, Glenorie and Dural that 
donated prizes and gift vouchers, Colleen from Colleens Jams in Glenorie for all the pickles, jam, 
marmalades, Glenorie RSL club, all the local nurseries with their beautiful plants, CWA Galston ladies 
for their donation of scones and a homemade blanket, The Arcadian Quilters for their money donation 
from their morning tea, The Galston Club, Bunnings Dural for their donation and last but not least The 
Bendigo Bank Galston for their ongoing support! and Max for his beautiful music playing his accordion.

The winner of the $1500 Travel voucher from Flight Centre was Greg Jones of Arcardia. 
Congratulations and happy travels Greg.

Galston Village Pharmacy

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

http://www.skylinesolar.com.au
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CONVENIENT & SAFE UNDER COVER PARKING BELOW ALDI
Follow us on

Shop 2A/346 Galston Road, Galston 2159  
Ph 9653 1146    Fax 9653 2825  

Open 7 Days

Come in and see our friendly staff at Galston Village 
Pharmacy for a professional and caring attitude  

toward your health. We will be happy to advise you  
on appropriate treatment for your medical  

conditions and general well-being!

EXTENDED TRADING HOURS  
NOW OPEN 8am – 7pm | Monday- Friday

Stay well this winter with  
Galston Village Pharmacy — 
whether it’s cold and flu  
remedies, cosy hot water  
bottles, or protection with your 
COVID and flu vaccines, we’re  
here to look after you and your 
family all season long. 

Hills-Hornsby Rural Koala Project (HHRKP)
Hills-Hornsby Rural Koala Project (HHRKP) is a volunteer run 
group working with community to monitor and investigate 
koala presence in our area, particularly in the Glenorie, 
Maroota and Wisemans areas.

HHRKP was established in 2018, and is a sub group of Cattai Hills 
Environment Network. The group came thogether after some sightings 
indicated that koalas may be returning to the area after the 2002 fires. 
At the time it was not known whether koalas still existed in the Hills 
and Hornsby areas as they had done historically. HHRKP wanted to 
establish whether we have a breeding population as we did prior to the 
2002 fires and to investigate population density and distribution.

Since 2018 HHRKP has worked with community, building a map 
of koala sightings, reported by community members. Today the map 
includes 32 verified sightings and calls heard from recent years, which 
includes at least 3 females - 2 by call recording in different areas and 
times and 1 with testing of scat which showed her to be disease free!! 
There are also more than 53 anecdotal (non verified) sighting reports

The group was lucky enough to have the opportunity to collaborate 
with Wildseek in 2024, to conduct some thermal drone work, searching 
for thermal heat signatures. Wildseek is a Wires, Landcare Australia 
and Queensland University of Technology partnership. Koalas were 
detected in 4 out of 5 sites flown over by Wildseek.

At this stage all evidence points towards a low density permanent 
population of koalas in the Hills-Hornsby rural areas, with more work 
being done to better understand distribution and population density of 
the population.

HHRKP believes that understanding more about distribution and 
population density can be used to help protect koalas from accidents, 
dog attacks, habitat loss and bush fire.

The group also hopes that the koala can 
be used as a flagship species to advocate 
for conservation of the bushland, which will 
protect all the other critically important flora 
and fauna in the region.

HHRKP wants to get our local koala 
population recognised by NSW Koala 
Strategy, which currently does not list Hills 
Hornsby or Hawkesbury as koala regions at all.

Koalas use various local trees for feeding including Grey gum 
(E.punctata) Swamp mahogany (E.robusta), Red ironbark (E.fibrosa), 
Blackbutt (E.pilularis), Mountain blue gum (E.deanei) and  
Yellow bloodwood (C.eximia) to name a few. They have also been 
known to use some types of Angophora & Melaleuca

In addition to koala work, HHRKP is collecting data on local wildlife 
using song meters, cameras and observations in the bush in order to 
upload this information onto Bionet. We are in such an ecologically 
important and biodiverse bushland which endangered and threatened 
species depend on, and that seems to be under recognised. Getting the 
data onto Bionet is an important step toward having this recognised.

Some examples of the incredible biodiversity of our area,  
particularly Maroota Forest, include greater gliders, yellow bellied 
gliders, healthy wombats, pygmy possums, gang gang cockatoos, 
powerful owls, extensive wetland bird life and much more.

HHRKP is always looking to make contact with community members  
and to hear whether people have heard or seen koalas in recent years.  
If you have heard or seen a koala in recent years please reach out to 
HHRKP by mobile 0424 844 740 or on facebook messenger  
https://www.facebook.com/hhrkp/

http://www.galstonvillagepharmacy.com.au
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Scouting  
Today
Scouting is all about young people learning and growing  
so they can help create a better world. The purpose of the  
Scout Movement is to contribute to the education of young 
people in achieving their full physical, intellectual, emotional, 
social and spiritual potentials as individuals, as responsible 
citizens and as members of their local, national and 
international communities.

Scouts are in many ways very different to those of yesteryear...  
and in many ways still the same. We still go camping and bushwalking, 
we still love getting involved in pioneering and survival skills,  
but the New Youth Program now has a fabulous approach whereby 
youth members learn how to be leaders in their communities.  
They participate, assist and then lead a whole host of adventurous,  
fun, challenging and inclusive activities and set themselves goals  
and challenges – all the way supported by some amazing  
Scout Leaders.

This ‘Youth Leading – Adults Supporting’ method starts with  
simple things at Joey level (5 – 8 year olds) and broadens out to 
helping run weeknight activities in Cub Scouts (8 – 11 year olds),  
then leading weeknight or weekend activities at Scouts  
(11 – 14 year olds), through to perhaps running camps and other  
big events by the time they reach Venturers (15 – 17 year olds) or 
Rovers (18 – 26 year olds).

If these are the skills and opportunities you’d like to offer your child, 
then don’t hesitate. Dural Scout Group welcomes visitors who  
would like to come and see how it works and spend a couple of weeks 
trying out Scouting.

Please contact Phirooza: 0411 731 976 or phirooza@bigpond.net.au or 
Simon: thewolf_1stdural@bigpond.com

BATHROOM
Renovation Services

Empire Bathrooms are a local family run business.

Our team of professional tradies have been delivering quality 
bathrooms in the local area for over 15 years.

We take the stress out of your renovation process. 
Call now for an obligation free quote.

8919 4681
info@empirebathrooms.com.au

20/252 New Line Road Dural

www.empirebathrooms.com.au

Stockists of Natio, Blackmores and  
Bullivant Vitamins

Galston healthsense Pharmacy Team is 
caring and friendly 

We will listen and provide you with the most 
appropriate healthcare advice 

Just call in and experience our special 
caring service Phone 9653 1104

Open 7 days a week

Kakada Tham B.Pharm. M.P.S.
354 Galston Road, Galston Ph: 9653 1104

HealthSense PHARMACY

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

https://empirebathrooms.com.au/
http://www.galstonpharmacy.com.au
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NEWS FROM NETHERBY

Got household 
problem waste? 
Not a problem.

For more information, visit

hornsby.nsw.gov.au/crc

These items and more 
can be dropped off   
at the Community 
Recycling Centre:

Before you arrive

Check the website 
or phone us on 
13 70 30

Location:
29 Sefton Road, 
Thornleigh 21201 2
Hours:

Separate waste 
into individual 
containers and flatten 
cardboard boxes

Tuesday to Friday, 8.30am-4pm
Saturday, 8.30am-12pm 
Closed Public Holidays

Gas bottles and  
fire extinguishers

Paint and 
aerosols

Motor and 
other oils

Floro globes 
and tubes 

Household and 
car batteries

Flattened cardboard  
and clothing

Electronic waste 
and mobile phones

Smoke detectors 
and ink cartridges

A Volunteering Vision
Volunteers at Fagan Park come from all walks of life but they 
one thing in common... they are all passionate about our 
local heritage.

Over the past few months, the Friends of Fagan Park welcomed  
five new volunteers to their team. Pictured are two of our  
newest volunteers, Linda and Allan who have interests in  
gardening and general maintenance. They are always on hand  
to help around Netherby, the museums and extending a warm  
welcome to visitors.

Being a volunteer at Fagan Park provides a great opportunity to 
connect with people with shared ideas and donating one’s time, 
energy and resources is very rewarding.

It is certain that Samuel and Emma Fagan had a vision when  
they moved to galston in 1900 to develop a successful citrus  
growing empire. Now, it is the vision of our volunteers to engage  
the community by telling stories in ways that awaken a sense of  
place and belonging and to bring the heritage of Fagan Park to life  
for future generations.

If you have ever thought of volunteering, you are welcome to visit 
Fagan Park on a Tuesday... we would love to show you around.

Netherby Homestead, the agricultural, mechanical and dairy 
museums are open every Tuesday between 9am and 4pm and  
every second Sunday of the month from 1pm -4pm.
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2025

June

10
Bingo is BACK
Bingo is BACK at The GC starting
June 10th

Bingo will be run every Tuesday from
7pm and every Friday from 11am

2025

June

14
Jellybean Jam
FREE SHOW
Show starts 8:30pm
Reserve your seats here

2025

July

22
Christmas In July
Includes a 2 course meal and show
by Lisa Budin
Doors open 10:30am
Tickets $50

@thegalstonclub 9653 2017 @galstonclub
Find us at
www.galstonclub.com.au@galstonclub

WHAT’S ON AT The Galston Club

http://www.galstonclub.com.au


ROAD RAGE
A road rage incident occurred in Cherrybrook involving a dark grey BMW 
X5 and a white Volkswagen Golf. Both vehicles were going southward on 
County Drive, approaching the right turn lane onto Woodgrove Avenue.

A female driver claims that the 42-year-old male driver began yelling and 
displaying road rage. In response, she started recording him as he got out 
of his vehicle.

As she started to drive off, the man followed on foot, leaned into her car 
through the front passenger window, and asked for her phone. It is claimed 
that he then took her car keys, which the woman recorded.

The male driver got back to his car with the keys, and the female driver 
tried to take them, resulting in a fight. A witness saw what happened, 
filmed the incident, and called for emergency help.

The male driver drove to Castle Hill Police Station, where he handed over 
the woman’s car keys, and was subsequently arrested and charged with 
assault and stealing.

The matter is now before Parramatta Local Court on the 18th June 2025.

If you have any information on any of the above, please contact  
Crime Stoppers NSW at 1800 333 000

FIREARMS SEIZED
A 74-year-old South Maroota resident faces 
several charges after police discovered multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition at his 
property.

Police responded to calls from neighbours 
on the evening of Saturday, November 9th who 
alleged the 74-year-old fired a shotgun in his 
backyard, causing distress to nearby residents.

When police arrived they secured the area 
and conducted a thorough investigation. The 
man (who is not a firearms licence holder) 
was allegedly found in possession of multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition. 
Additionally, prohibited drugs were discovered 
on the premises.

He was arrested and taken to Castle Hill 
police station. He faces multiple charges, 
including unauthorized possession and use of 
firearms, possession of unregistered firearms, 
failure to safely store firearms, possession of 
ammunition without a license, and possession 
and supply of prohibited drugs.  He was given 
strict bail to attend Parramatta Local Court next 
month.

Police thanked community members and 
reminded the public about the NSW Firearms 
Amnesty, asking that all unregistered firearms 
are surrendered.

FRAUDSTER CAUGHT
A man is due to face court charged with nearly 
30 fraud-related offences spanning the Sydney 
area following his arrest at Quakers Hill on 
Tuesday, 12th November.

In the past six months, 28 incidents have 
been reported to police, where elderly victims 
were targeted by persons posing as bank 
officials. They have been allegedly tricked into 
believing their bank accounts and credit cards 
have been compromised.

On each occasion, elderly victims have been 
instructed to place their credit cards into an 
envelope and leave it in their letter box, along 
with their PIN numbers.

The cards were collected and allegedly used 
across greater Sydney to make purchases and 
cash withdrawals from ATMs.

Detectives from Riverstone Police Area 
Command commenced an investigation and 
identified offences using this method occurred 
in Riverstone, Kuring Gai, North Shore and Blue 
Mountains Police Area Commands.

Following inquiries, on Tuesday 12 
November 2024, investigators attended a unit 
at Walker Street, Quakers Hill, and arrested a 
22-year-old man.

Police later executed a search warrant at
the premises and seized a number of items 
relevant to the investigation.

The man was taken to Riverstone Police 
Station where he was charged with 28 offences: 
dishonestly obtain financial advantage by 
deception (27 counts) and recklessly deal with 
proceeds of crime.

Police allege that the frauds exceeded 
$65,000. Riverstone Police Area Command 
Crime Manager, Detective Inspector Meagan 

Finlay said the arrest was the result of an 
extensive investigation across numerous 
commands which resulted in identifying an 
offender targeting elderly people.”

Police would like to use this incident 
to remind the public to take the following 
precautions to reduce the risk of being 
scammed by cold-callers:
 • If you receive a threatening phone call (and

demanding money), hang up immediately;
 • Do not disclose personal details to the caller;
 • Never provide your personal or banking details

to a person who calls you;
 • Never provide your financial PIN or account 

passwords to anyone;
 • Do not make any payments to the caller, either

via phone, internet, or cash;
 • If you are suspicious about the credentials of 

a person on the phone, ask questions of them. 
If they avoid answering or refuse to provide 
information, hang up;

 • Don’t let scammers pressure you – scammers 
use detailed scripts to convince you that 
they’re the real deal and create a high-pressure
situation to make a decision on the spot;

 • If you think you have provided your account
details to a scammer, contact your bank or 
financial institution immediately; and

 • Contact police immediately to report the incident.

To find out more information about scams or 
to find out other ways to protect yourself, visit 
www.scamwatch.gov.au.

If you have been the victim of a scam, you 
can report it to local police or to the ACCC 
online at the ‘SCAMwatch report a scam’ page 
or by calling 1300 795 995.

STABBING CHARGE
A man has been charged following an alleged 
stabbing in Carlingford yesterday.

About 2pm yesterday (Sunday 10 November 
2024), officers attached to Ryde Police Area 
Command were called to Carlingford Road, 
Carlingford, following reports of a stabbing 
inside a restaurant.

Police were told two employees had an argu-
ment before one man allegedly stabbed the other 
man multiple times in his head, face and arms.

The 63-year-old man suffered non-life 
threatening injuries and was taken to Royal 

North Shore Hospital for further treatment. 
The 46-year-old man was arrested at the scene. 
He was taken to hospital under police guard for 
treatment for a minor injury to his head.

A crime scene was established and 
examined by specialist officers.

The 46-year-old man was released from 
hospital and taken to Gladesville Police Station 
where he was charged with wounding a person 
with intent to cause grievous bodily harm.

He was refused bail to appear before 
Burwood Local Court today (Mon 11 Nov 2024).

SPEEDING TEENS
At 2.30am 9th November 2024, Ryde Highway 
Patrol officers were conducting stationary 
speed enforcement on the M2 Motorway 
near Windsor Road, Baulkham Hills. During 
this operation, a 19-year-old male driving a 
2016 black BMW 530i was observed traveling 
westbound at an estimated speed of no less 
than 150 km/h in a sign-posted 100 km/h 
zone. The P-Plate driver was stopped and 
spoken to by police. He was issued a fine of 
$3,300 for speeding over 45 km/h and received 
an automatic licence suspension for six 
months.

On Thursday, 7th November, around 1:30pm, 
police observed an unregistered red BMW 3 
Series convertible fitted with plates registered 
to a green BMW 5 Series sedan in Castle Hill. 
The vehicles belonged to an 18-year-old male, 
a suspended P1 license holder. At 9:30am the 
next day, police spotted the same red BMW on 
Cecil Ave. Upon noticing the police, the driver 
allegedly performed a u-turn and sped off, 
losing sight of the officers. Minutes later, the 
vehicle was located stationary on Parsonage 
Road, the driver having “driven the wheels off it” 
in an alleged attempt to avoid being caught. The 
driver received six infringement notices within 
24 hours, totaling $3,862 and 6 demerit points, 
and was arrested and charged with 

**Drive motor vehicle while license 
suspended, 2nd+ offence**.

LUCKY ESCAPE
An 18-year-old escaped serious injury when his 
car was sliced in half following a crash on Old 
Northern Road, Baulkham Hills at approximately 
7.15pm on Tuesday, November 5th.

Police are still investigating the incident 
on Old Northern Road at the junction of Hill St, 
Baulkham Hills. 

The P-plater walked away from the scene 
but was arrested after returning a positive 

roadside breath test.  He was taken to Castle 
Hill Police Station where he returned a blood 
alcohol reading of 0.110.  His licence was 
immediately suspended, and he was charged 
with Mid Range Drink Driving, and will appear in 
Parramatta Local Court on the 11 Dec 2024The 
45-year-old driver of the other vehicle has been
conveyed to the hospital as a precaution.
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WALK SAFELY
On Friday, May 16th, Kuring 
Gai Highway Patrol officers 
visited Asquith, Galston, and 
Brooklyn Public Schools for 
Walk Safely to School Day.

The officers chatted with 
students and parents on their 
way to school and held talks 
to answer questions from some lucky kids.

The event was a key part of National Road Safety Week, which focuses 
on raising awareness about road safety across the country.

DRINK DRIVING
A driver, a 52-year-old male, allegedly returned a positive roadside test during 
a random breath test by the Hills PAC on the early morning of 12th May.

The test was conducted at the intersection of Old Northern Road and 
Garemyn Road, Middle Dural. The driver of a white Maserati was arrested 
and transferred to Castle Hill Police Station. He returned a blood alcohol 
reading of 0.095.

The driver was supposed to have an alcohol interlock device fitted to  
the vehicle, but did not.

Thus, he was issued a Court Attendance Notice for mid-range PCA 
and no interlock to appear in Parramatta Local Court next month, and his 
licence was also suspended on the spot.

MARCH FOR CHANGE
Traffic and Highway Patrol Command 
and the Hills Police Area Command 
marched alongside community members 
at this year’s Hills March for Change.

The march highlights the community’s 
commitment towards ending domestic 
violence. Police and residents marched 
on the morning of May, starting at  
Castle Place, Castle Hill, and ending at 
the Castle Hill RSL Club.

Founder and Co-coordinator Bryan Mullans said the March for  
Change lets the victims of domestic or gender-based violence be aware 
the community is behind their backs.

“It encourages them to act in their own interests to break the cycle of 
violence knowing that they are not alone and that there are people who 
care and want to help.” He said that according to the Hills Police Area 
Command, it can take up to 26 incidents before a victim makes a report.

Detective Inspector Chris Laird said the Hills PAC have received  
379 reported cases of domestic violence in the past 12 months  
(an increase of 11.5% from last year). Still, The Hills has the lowest rate  
of repeat Domestic Violence victims.

LONG SERVICE AWARDS
Four SES The Hills Unit crews 
received Long Service Awards:

•	 Phil Hickman – 45 Years  
(Police & SES)

•	 Graham Cleary – 35 Years
•	 Tim Randall – 25 Years
•	 Ray Robinson – 25 Years

The SES Hills Unit is grateful  
for their commitment and service:  
“We are incredibly fortunate to have so many long-serving volunteers  
who consistently go above and beyond serving the community for so  
many years, and more to come.”

FALLEN TREE
NSW SES responded to two calls  
in Castle Hill wherein tree limbs  
had fallen.

The first limb fell, blocking the 
road access, which was eventually 
restored. About two hours later,  
a second one fell in the direction of 
the house, which barely missed it, 
but blocked the driveway and access to the house.

As the first two limbs affected the tree structure, the remainder of the 
tree was declared dangerous and required an arborist on the scene. The 
road was cordoned off in case the tree fell before the arborist’s arrival.

A bat was also found hanging in the fallen branches, and WIRES came to 
collect and care for the animal.

SERIOUS CRASH
Emergency services attended a serious crash at Old Northern Rd and 
Brisbane Rd, Castle Hill. The accident involved a vehicle and a pedestrian 
at 5.25pm, Monday, 25th of May.

The pedestrian was transported to the hospital, and police are 
investigating the incident. Motorists were advised to expect delays and  
to avoid the area.

BREAK & ENTER
Police charged two men after an aggravated break and enter at a  
self-storage facility at Carrington Road, Castle Hill, on 16th May.

At around 2:24 am, the two men allegedly gained unauthorised access 
to the facility. They entered the area through a fire door and forced entry 
into a storage unit. The site manager saw suspicious activity on the CCTV 
and alerted the police, who then found and arrested the men nearby after 
several boxes were taken away.

Two men, aged 24 and 26, were caught with a broken padlock and  
face masks that matched the CCTV images. One was released under strict 
bail conditions, while the other is still in custody after being denied bail.

Police are still looking into the seized items, which include a significant 
number of vapes and tobacco products.

If you have any information about this incident, please contact Crime 
Stoppers NSW at 1800 333 000 or visit their website. All information is 
treated with the utmost confidentiality.

Please do not report information via NSW Police Force social media 
pages or speculate on the circumstances of this incident.
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Glenorie Probus  
Club Activities
The Club continues its busy program of activities for 
the forthcoming period with morning teas, lunches with 
interesting guest speakers and tours.

The May outing was a 
coach trip to the Blue 
mountains. Following 
morning tea the group 
then had a ride on the 
restored Zig-Zag railway 
and appreciated the 
restoration work to 
service. The line climbs 
the western flank of the 
Blue Mountains, using 

railway zig zags to gain height. The ride from Clarence to Bottom Points 
and back in 90 minutes of pure scenic magic — crossing the stunning 
Clarence viaducts and diving through the historic Zig Zag Tunnel. This 
historic railway now restored after damaging bushfires proved to be 
well worth the visit. Following this the group had a very nice lunch to 
prepare the for the trip home. Following lunch the group rejoined the 
coach for the relaxing trip home. A rewarding and enjoyable day for all.

The club intends to keep its members active with ongoing events. 
In June the club will travel the Parramatta River by Ferry between 

Parramatta and Circular Quay to see Sydney from a different 
perspective to looking out a car window on a busy road.

The Club meets on the at 11.00am on the 4th Wednesday of the 
month at Glenorie RSL and new members are welcome.

Contact Wendy Black on 9653 1022 or  
email wendyireneblack@yahoo.com.au

PREMIER SHADES
BLINDS - AWNINGS - SHUTTERS - CURTAINS

We understand
village & strata
requirements

A reliable team of
professionals

Trusted & reputable
Australian family
owned company

A locally owned
business for 30 years

We only sell quality
products made to

last

See products in our
local Showroom

Blinds made in our
factory

Phone 02 9139 6797
FREE MEASURE & QUOTE

Over 70 
Curtain Fabric

Ranges 
At Reduced Prices. 

18 Salisbury Rd, Hornsby
(inside JBA Carpet Court)

BAGS OF WOOD FOR SALE
The Hills Men’s Shed is selling bags of wood to raise  

money for equipment maintenance and repairs.
Bags contain a mix of hardwood and softwood off cuts.

Pick up in Glenorie. 3 bags for $20

Please phone 0497 20 20 20  
to arrange collection

Zig-Zag Railway (May activity)

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

http://www.premiershades.com.au
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THE GLENORIE SHORE FAMILY STORY 
1909-2025 PART 2
High School Education was another story. No Local High Schools. 
Brother Les appeared destined to take over the Carrying Business 
except for the intervention by the Principal of Westmead who 
convinced our parents Les’s results (Dux of the School) entitled 
him to a higher education. Dad chose Sydney Tech High which 
made Les the first from this area to journey of some 3 hours each 
way to a full High School, depending on bus and train connections.

The rest of the family, chasing an education, rode bikes or 
walked two miles along a gravel road (Cattai Rd) in all weathers, 
with our suitcases strapped on our backs to the bus stop. Caught the 
bus to the train station, boarded, then changed trains as necessary and 
finally walked to the High School.

Sport was another high priority of the Shore Family. Dad put a 
concrete cricket pitch in the middle of our horse paddock. We played 

whenever there was some spare time.  
He also built a Tennis Court, and we 
entered in the local Tennis Competition as 
“Coronation” (1953).

After WW 2 Dad rallied the locals to a 
meeting which reignited the Glenorie Cricket 
Club. As President and brother, Les, Assistant 
Secretary, many letters went to the BHSC 
requesting land for a Cricket/Sports Ground 
at Glenorie in their Shire. Eventually a block 
of land was allocated for a sports field.

Dad, with the Blacks, the Beards and  
other notable locals, using their trucks, 

tractors, farm machinery, shovels, hoes and rakes, completed the heavy 
work. Council finished it. Glenorie Oval was born. (Now named the  
“Les Shore Oval” in honour of his years of commitment to its 
development.) The ground was officially opened in1958 by Neil Marks.

After High School Les entered Wagga Teachers College.  
After graduating he excelled in his profession and was appointed  
as the youngest 1st Class Primary School Principal in our state.  
After our father passed away in 1961, Les returned to Glenorie to care 
for Mum, turn his hand at farming and ran successfully for The Hills 
Shire Council where he spent much of his life committed to  
public service. Forty years on Local Council (3 of those years as Mayor) 
Les achieved many successes too numerous to mention here like 
tarring the sometimes dusty, sometimes muddy, but always rough, 
remaining kilometres of Cattai Ridge Road leading to Maraylya.  
He also was instrumental in having land at the end of Dilkera Av. set 
aside for the Glenorie Pony Club. Les was also involved in a myriad of 
committees throughout the area.

As a Public Servant, he retired as Principal of Castle Hill Primary 
School (coincidently the school he enrolled at as a kindy kid). In his 
honour the road to the school was named Les Shore Place.

Part 3 to follow next month...

GLENORIE PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
NEARLY THERE!!!
We are finally there – on the brink of building the Ray 
Whiteman Heritage Fence.
Many of you will have seen the display pier in the Wal Buckingham 
Memorial Park on Anzac Day and since. Well, this is the sample of 
things to come. Our plan is to start the build on Monday June 2nd. 
Lots of work has gone into the stunning carvings and plans made with 
Hornsby Shire Council. The set up is finalised, services checks done, 
trees removed to make way for the fence.

So the barriers have gone up and the fun will start!
Just wait until you see the carvings ... accolades will pour in for the 

great artistic work of Karl Van Mideldyk of Aussie 
Stonemasons in these 14 beautiful carvings, the 
fruition of over 5 years of planning.

That same period of time has seen countless 
hours put into the fundraising effort by many 
resulting in the contribution of almost $170,000 from 
our community.

Many thanks have to go to our major sponsors 
Bendigo Bank, Hornsby Shire Council, State 
Government, Whiteman Trust, and supporters The 
Hills Shire Council, PF Formations, Dixon Rock and 
Sand, Rotary Club of Greater Hills, HCM Building, 
Shores, Nicholsons, Holts plus lots of local residents 
from Glenorie District.

A big thanks to the Dearman family descendants and the Shore 
Family for their sponsorship of a pier each with their family name on 

it. George & Phyllis Dearman who founded the 
Glenorie Bus Company will have their name 
carved on the transport pier. We all are hearing 
about the Shore Family whose name will be 
carved on the cricket pier.

Of course you are all involved in the 
fundraising if you have purchased a paver 
with your family name(s), a memorial paver 
or a paver honouring a veteran. Huge thanks 
to the Beard, Whiteman, Hughes, Nicholsons 
family’s descendants and to all those who 
have more recently made Glenorie your home, 

to be recorded for ever in pavers laid in the precinct of the Glenorie 
memorial Hall.

We continue our Paver Tales on the Shore Family below...
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As a council, we are passionate 
about supporting and promoting arts 
and culture. We are fortunate to be 
the home of not one but two national 
art competitions which provide 
opportunities for established and 
emerging artists to showcase 
exceptional, unique art for the 
community to enjoy. 

The annual Remagine Art Prize 
challenges artists to create works in 
response to the crisis we are facing 
with waste and over-consumption. 
Over 60 original artworks will be on 
display at the Wallarobba Arts and 
Cultural Centre in Hornsby from 13 – 
29 June. I encourage you all to visit 
this inspiring exhibition.

The Hornsby Art Prize promotes and 
celebrates outstanding original works 
of art. For Hornsby Shire residents, 
there’s also the opportunity to 
nominate their works for the Hornsby 
Shire Local Artist Award. Entries 
close on 7 August and the exhibition 
will be held in September.

As we move into the cooler months, 
there are many more wonderful 
experiences on offer in the Shire. 
Discover our natural environment by 
heading out on a bushwalk or find out 
how to protect it by joining a 
Bushcare group. 

Take the family to play at one of our 
many parks, playgrounds or ovals, 
explore the Fagan Park Children’s 
Forest, or head to one of our libraries 
to read and learn. Despite the chill in 
the air, there are plenty of reasons to 
get out and about in the community.

Warren Waddell
Mayor of Hornsby Shire

from the  
Mayor's Desk

hornsby.nsw.gov.au/artprize

hornsby art prize 2025 
ENTRIES CLOSE 7 AUGUST Total prize money $23,000

How would  
you rate living in 
Hornsby Shire?
yoursay.hornsby.nsw.gov.au

2025 Australian
Participate  

today for your

CHANCE 
TO WIN!

Join one of Council’s 
free guided bushwalks 
this winter. Whether 
you prefer an easy 
stroll, a challenging 
hike, a family-friendly 
walk, or an outing with 
your dog, there’s a 
bushwalk for you.

hornsby.nsw.gov.au/bushwalks

Guided Bushwalks

hornsby.nsw.gov.au/whatson

Pantry to Plate
Meal Planning for less food and less plastic waste
Sunday 15 June, 3-3.40pm

Bookings essential hornsby.nsw.gov.au/waste

Laughter, 
Yoga and 
Resilience 
Workshops 
Tuesday 3 June,  
10.30am-12.30pm
Cherrybrook Community Centre
Tuesday 17 June, 10.30am-12.30pm
Galston Community Centre

 Online

Free

BOOKINGS 

ESSENTIAL

Wallarobba Arts and Cultural Centre.  
25 Edgeworth David Avenue, Hornsby

13 – 29 June 2025
EXHIBITION

hornsby.nsw.gov.au/remagine
RE:THINK TO RE:PURPOSE

    Hornsby Shire Events Community Survey  
Submissions close: Friday 6 June 

     Hornsby Town Centre Special Entertainment Precinct 
Submissions close: Monday 23 June

    Hornsby Park Embellishments Stage 2   
Submissions close: Mid June

For more information visit: yoursay.hornsby.nsw.gov.au

What's on

To lodge, view and track the latest Development Applications in your area please visit: hornsby.nsw.gov.au/property

hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Latest News 25,000
TREES2020B

Y

Next Council meeting Wednesday 11 June, 6.30pm

http://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au
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They say it takes a village to help raise a child, but from our own personal experience,  
we can say it takes a whole community filled with love and kindness to help raise a family 
from the depths of heartbreak and sadness. And that’s what you’ve all done for us. It would be 
impossible for me to name each person that has helped us get here today – but from the bottom 
of Maui, Tama, Kai and my heart we are sending thanks to each and every person  
that has loved and helped us in some way – whether it be through meals, cards, flowers  
or donations. There are no words to express how much love and gratitude we have for each and 
every one of you – and I know that Rewi would be so grateful to you for looking after us.
The boys and I want to give special thanks to Mum and Dad (Nanny & Pa) plus friends who 
we now call family, Vaughan and Cheryl, for wrapping us in love these past couple of weeks 
(and always) to help us get through each day and then wake up the next. The boys have even 
commented on how lucky we are to have our own guardian angels through this difficult time.
Thank you and we love you very much.

~ Jackie Pakinga

When the boys asked me to talk today on behalf of us, I just didn’t 
know where to start. How do you fit a lifetime of memories into a few 
short words? It seems like an impossible task.
So let me just share a few memories from the beginning.

Rewi and I first laid eyes on each other at the Marble Bar at the  
Sydney Hilton almost 25 years ago. Rewi was in his element singing 
on stage. Rewi said he noticed me from the stage, but I left to go to 
another bar with another group of people. I remember Rewi saying 
he just thought “if it’s meant to be it will be”. He was walking past 
another bar about an hour later and happened to see me sitting  
in there. After a while he plucked up the courage to come and talk.  
We talked for ages. I asked where he was from, and he said 
“Wangarei”. I then said, “Is that the same as “Whangarei”. He said that 
was the moment he knew he was going to marry me.

When we were planning our wedding, we decided we wanted  
a non-denominational ceremony so we started interviewing  
celebrants so we could find the “perfect” one. (Anyone that knew 
Rewi would understand that finding the perfect anything was really 
important to him).

When we went to sign the paperwork, I said “I think this is the wrong 
paperwork. This paperwork says that we’re going to be married in the 
Reorganised Church of Latter-Day Saints”. The celebrant said, “That’s 
correct – did I not mention that I’m actually a Mormon minister?”

So... yes - our wedding certificate does say that we were married in 
the Reorganised Church of Latter Day Saints.

Anyway... that prompted Rewi and I to go into action and write our 
whole wedding service – from beginning to end - for the celebrant to 
just read on the day. We asked that he not deviate from any words  
we had written!

I thought I’d share some of the words that we wrote together for our 
wedding service as I think it will speak for both Rewi and I on some of 
the sentiments we feel today.

“Love unites, love lets us forgive, it eliminates our differences,  
our prejudices, our worries and our sorrow.

We all stand here united for Rewi and Jackie. We stand tall like the 
trees that surround us.

These two people from different worlds, different families,  
different cultures, have found the most important common interest in 
their complicated worlds... each other.”

Looking out at the sea of faces here today, I can imagine that many 
of you may not know each other. But our love for Rewi unites us. 
Rewi has been a huge part of the community doing everything from 
plumbing to helping people in need, a friend to chat to and of course 
most of us know him for his beautiful voice and ability to perform. 

Rewi and I have had so many adventures together since we  
met – we’ve seen countless number of bands together and have had 

so many musical adventures, we’ve travelled, successfully led a  
fight against a huge development, made so many friends across so 
many communities and walks of life, we’ve had lots of hilarious  
“this only happens in movies” kind of things happen (like when he  
lost my keys down an elevator shaft at 4am then we had a stealth 
mission to retrieve them, he picked me up in a lift and jumped in the 
air as we were going up resulting in us getting stuck in a lift between 
floors for 3 hours and a whole fire brigade having to rescue us).  
Like most marriages, we also faced some hard times – but through 
it all we have always loved each other; and we will always love each 
other from earth and beyond.

By far the greatest experience we’ve shared together has been 
raising our 3 beautiful boys – Maui, Tama and Kai. Sometimes it’s 
crazy and loud – imagine a house where you have someone on an 
electric guitar, one or two on saxophones, another on drums,  
maybe someone singing – and they’re all singing and playing  
different songs! Never a dull moment – and certainly never a quiet 
one in our home! But we’ve certainly shared lots of laughter and we 
wouldn’t trade a second of our time together as a family for anything! 
Rewi was a wonderful Dad to the boys and would always show up for 
them in everything they would do. Maui was lucky enough to have had 
the opportunity to perform with Rewi over the last couple of years 
and I could see how very proud Rewi was of all of his sons. Rewi also 
shared his Maori culture with the boys and I – something he was very 
proud to do. The boys and I will continue to honour this connection 
and ensure this lives on through them.

There is no doubt that the lives of the boys and I have been changed 
for ever. He’s left a big hole in our hearts but we will love him forever 
and ensure his memory lives on through us.

As this is Rewi’s day, we’re going to give Rewi the final word on behalf 
of our family. In January, we were writing notes about what we are 
grateful for so that we could look back on them at the end of the year. 
I’m going to share one of Rewi’s notes with you:

“I am grateful that I was gifted a voice that allows me to sing.  
If it wasn’t for this I wouldn’t have met the most special woman in the 
world to me – my wife and the mother to our three beautiful boys  
Maui, Tama and Kai. I am grateful to be able to enjoy going to the beach 
with my family. I am grateful that we get to spend time together at the 
beach house at Elizabeth Beach and to create lifelong memories of 
happiness as a family. I am grateful for my health and my ability to be 
able to share this happy time with my family. I am grateful most of all 
that Jackie came into my life at The Marble Bar so many years ago and 
we have built a life and family together”.

We may be saying goodbye to Rewi today, but we will never say 
goodbye to his memory.

Vale Rewi Pakinga
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Est. 1965
9868 3222
binethomes.com.au

Scan to visit 
our website

Display Home
6 Alcorn Place, Pitt Town 

Inspect:
Wednesday & Friday 10am – 5pm 
Saturday & Sunday 11am – 4pm

HIA NSW-CSR Housing and Kitchen & Bathroom Awards

Winner: Binet Homes
Winner 2023 NSW Spec Home
Finalist 2024 HIA Australian Spec Home

This modern residence blends timeless design with industrial elements. Warm and tactile sandstone, timber and steel accents 
invite you into the home. The spacious entry features double-height glass and skylights, bathing the interior in natural light. The 
handcrafted steel staircase leads you to the upper level. The kitchen, living and dining areas are connected by oversized doors 

blurring the line between interior and exterior spaces and directly flowing into the pool and garden areas. Premium finishes 
throughout the home reflect skill and elegance, making it an exceptional showpiece property.

Binet Homes is one of Sydney’s longest-standing custom home builders. 
With more than 58 years of experience, we have a vibrant and rich history.

Sydney’s No 1 Luxury home builder.
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At Binet Homes, we are dedicated to creating innovative and energy-efficient homes that exceed expectations. Our team of experts  
specializes in designing and constructing all types of 7-star energy-efficient homes, from single-storey dwellings to luxurious multi-level  
homes and duplexes. With over 58 years of experience in building luxury custom homes in Sydney, we have established ourselves as an  

award-winning luxury home builder. Our comprehensive service includes everything from approvals and demolition to interior design, pools,  
and landscaping. We take pride in our ability to listen closely to each client’s needs and work collaboratively with them to create the  

perfect home tailored precisely to their preferences. Whether you are looking for a modern masterpiece or a cosy retreat,  
Binet Homes has the expertise and passion to bring your dream home to life

Winner. Binet Homes

3 Carlingford Road, Epping NSW 2121 
02 9868 3222
info@binethomes.com.au 
www.binethomes.com.au

HIA NSW-CSR Housing and Kitchen & Bathroom Awards
Winner 2025 NSW Spec Home
Winner 2023 NSW Spec Home

Winner 2022 NSW Spec Home
Winner 2021 NSW Spec Home

Specialising in 7 Star Energy Efficient Homes. Knockdown & Rebuild.  
Full Brick Construction. Multi-Generational Homes. One and Two Storey Homes.  

Spilt level homes. Duplex Homes. Granny Flat homes

Sydney’s No 1 Luxury home builder.

http://www.binethomes.com.au
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Binet Homes, Wins Again –  
Peter & Rodney Binet and  
the Team Take Top Honours!
Winner: HIA Australian Spec Home
2025 HIA-CSR Australian Housing Awards
Binet Homes has been awarded the  
2025 HIA-CSR Australian Housing 
Award for Best Australian Spec Home, 
a prestigious recognition of design, 
craftsmanship, and innovation excellence.

LYNWOOD DESIGN

This award-winning residence masterfully blends modern elegance 
with rural grandeur, tailored for multi-generational living. The home’s 
soaring raked ceilings, wide hallways, and spacious interiors create an 
atmosphere of light and openness. At its heart is a designer kitchen 
featuring a statement Caesarstone island, premium appliances, and a 
fully equipped butler’s pantry – perfect for entertainers.

With luxurious bathrooms, a private home theatre, and seamless 
indoor-outdoor flow, every space is designed for comfort and 
connection. The outdoor areas, complete with a covered alfresco, 
swimming pool, and tennis court, deliver the ultimate lifestyle retreat.

ABOUT BINET HOMES: ESTABLISHED IN 1965
For over 59 years, Binet Homes has been Sydney’s trusted name in 
luxury custom home building. With a legacy of design excellence and 
a reputation built on trust, Binet Homes brings your vision to life with 
clarity, confidence, and craftsmanship. We believe building should be a 
rewarding journey, and we’re here to make it simple and stress-free.

Mongolia Eagle Hunter  
Photography Tour

THIS COMING SEPTEMBER PHOTOGRAPHY 
WORKSHOPS  

CLARE OLIVER

BOOK NOW  0484 309 774
www.CLAREOLIVERPHOTOGRAPHER.com

LOCAL • INTERNATIONAL

ADVERTORIAL

http://www.clareoliverphotographer.com
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THE UPSIDE OF BUYING A FIXER UPPER
Lower price
Properties in need of repair or modernisation 
often sit at the lower end of the market,  
giving buyers the chance to enter more 
sought-after suburbs that may otherwise be 
un affordable, especially in areas with rising 
property values.
A blank canvas
Unlike brand-new homes or renovated 
properties, a fixer-upper offers the opportunity 
to truly make the space your own.
Growth potential
If you buy well and renovate wisely, your 
efforts can pay off significantly. Strategic 
improvements can boost a property’s value, 
offering strong capital growth. For those 
looking to build wealth through real estate,  
it can be a smart long-term play.

THE CHALLENGES YOU MIGHT FACE
Unforeseen costs
The initial price may be appealing, but home 
renovations often come with a long list 

of hidden costs. Consulting with a builder 
or architect early on can help you avoid 
expensive surprises.
Time, energy and stress
Fixer-uppers often require a significant time 
commitment and come with a fair amount  
of stress. Sourcing trades, managing timelines 
or dealing with unexpected delays are  
realistic factors.
Financing can be complicated
Some lenders are cautious about funding 
homes that require major work, especially if 
the property isn’t liveable in its current state. 
You might need to explore construction loans 
or have a detailed renovation plan ready to 
secure finance. Speak to a mortgage broker 
early on to see where you stand.

IS A FIXER-UPPER RIGHT FOR YOU?
Here are a few questions to ask yourself 
before committing:
What’s your renovation experience?
If you’re handy or have connections in the 
building trade, you’ll have a head start.

Do you understand council requirements?
Always check with your local council before 
planning structural changes or additions. 
Zoning, heritage restrictions or bushfire 
overlays can all impact what’s allowed.
How much time can you realistically commit?
Renovations often take longer than expected, 
especially if you're juggling a job or family.
What’s your budget?
Be honest and allow a buffer for unexpected 
issues, time delays or hidden costs.
Are you buying for lifestyle or investment?
Knowing your goal will shape your approach to 
budget and design decisions.

Buying a fixer-upper can be incredibly rewarding. 
It’s a chance to breathe new life into a tired 
space, add value and express your personal 
style. For some, it’s a foothold into otherwise 
unaffordable suburbs. For others, it’s a passion 
project with long-term financial gain. Do your due 
diligence, talk to the right professionals  and plan 
ahead, because the right fixer-upper, can deliver 
lasting value well beyond the initial cost.

ADVERTORIAL

Three Winter Essentials
As the cooler months settle over Sydney, creating a warm and 
comfortable home becomes key to enjoying the season.  
These three essentials can significantly enhance your indoor 
well-being:

1.	The Ultimate Winter Bed: An electric adjustable bed offers 
exceptional comfort for longer evenings, allowing you to find the 
perfect position for reading or restful sleep. Its gentle movement  
can also improve circulation. Explore stylish designs for your  
Pymble home.

2.	Your Perfect Relaxation Chair: A rise recliner provides both 
comfortable seating and gentle assistance for standing. Ideal for 

relaxing with a book or enjoying TV, consider warm fabrics and 
adjustable support for your ultimate winter retreat.

3.	Natural Winter Warmth: Embrace the luxurious comfort of a  
medical-grade Australian sheepskin. Drape it over your chair or bed 
for extra cosiness on cooler Pymble evenings. Its natural fibres also 
offer gentle pressure relief for enhanced relaxation.

Practical tools can significantly help during cooler months. Simple aids 
like pick-up reachers, key turners, jar openers, and tap turners enhance 
independence Equipping yourself with knowledge and the right tools 
can make a real difference in navigating winter. Explore the solutions 
available at your local store or visit www.KarisLife.com.au to and 
discover personalized options for your needs.

ADVERTORIAL

Before you take on a renovation project, it’s worth understanding the different types of value-add properties. Each type comes 
with its own level of commitment, cost and risk, so identifying the category upfront can help set realistic expectations.

The pros and  
cons of buying a  
fixer-upper home
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C O U N C I L  N E W S

Win and Have Your Photos  
Seen By Thousands in  
Council’s Photo Competition
Aspiring and professional photographers alike are invited to 
showcase their skills in The Hills Shire Council’s 2026 Waste 
and Recycling Calendar Photo Competition.

The competition seeks original photographs that capture the unique 
beauty and spirit of The Hills.

Winning entries will be featured in 2026 Waste and  
Recycling Calendar, which is distributed to homes across the region.

Mayor of The Hills Shire, Dr Michelle Bryne encouraged  
residents to get involved and share their special places with the rest  
of the community.

“I believe the Hills is the best place in the world, and this photo 
competition is a wonderful opportunity to draw attention to the area’s 
natural beauty and some of its incredible scenery,” Mayor Bryne said.

“A group of judges will evaluate and choose 13 images to feature 
in the annual calendar—one for each month and another will be 
showcased on the front cover.

“The judges are looking for captivating photos which reflect the 
character and essence of The Hills.”

A $100 Coles/Myer gift card will be awarded to the front  
cover winner, and 12 x $50 Coles/Myer gift cards will be awarded to  
the monthly feature photograph winners — one for each month.

Applicants must reside within The Hills LGA and can only submit 
images taken in the Shire within the last two years. The images  
can feature natural or built environments but must not include people 
or faces.

The competition closes 11:59pm on Monday, 30th June.

To view the full criteria and to submit your photo,  
visit: https://www.thehills.nsw.gov.au/Upcoming-Events-Activities/ 
Waste-Calendar-Photo-Competition

Hills Shire Council Gears Up for 
Bike Drop Off & Check and Tune
The Hills Shire Council has partnered with Revolve  
Recycling to host a Bike Drop Off & Check and Tune event at 
Castle Hill Showground.

The event on Saturday, 21st June includes a quick tyre, gears,  
and brakes check service, or the opportunity to drop off any bike, 
scooter, e-bike, or tricycle to be recycled free of charge.

Mayor of The Hills Shire, Dr Michelle Byrne is encouraging Hills 
residents to make the most of this important initiative.

“I am proud that Council is partnering with Revolve Recycling to 
reduce our environmental footprint, give back to the community,  
and redistribute refurbished bikes to those in need,” Mayor Byrne said.

“The Revolve Recycling Foundation is working towards the ambitious 
goal of delivering 1,000 bikes to disadvantaged children every year.  

You can help them reach this goal by simply cleaning out your garage 
and donating your old bike.

“Or, if your bike is not ready to be donated yet, you can book in to get 
it checked and tuned by a mechanic during a free 15-minute session.”

The event, which runs from 9am to 1pm, is an initiative by  
NSW Environment Protection Authority Waste and Sustainable 
Materials Strategy, funded from the waste levy.

Whilst bookings are required for a check and tune service,  
no bookings are needed to drop off old bikes.

For more information or to book your bike for a check and tune service, 
visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and search ‘Bike Drop Off & Check  
and Tune’.

Credit Revolve Recycling Event Georges River Council
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Visit the Sales and Information Centre. 
328a Galston Road, Galston. Open 7 days. 
Monday to Saturday 10am - 4pm.  
Sunday 10am - 2pm.

1300 533 296  |  sales@livingchoice.com.au

livingchoice.com.au

You may have to pay a departure fee when you leave this village which may impact on the 
capital gains received. CGI renders shown are for illustration purposes only.  GAL0003

SPENCER VILLA
The Spencer has a luxurious master suite and 
expansive living areas. The modern kitchen and 
dining space flow effortlessly onto a large patio, 
ideal for outdoor gatherings and relaxation. 

3 2 2

ASHDALE VILLA
Discover the perfect blend of comfort and style 
in the Ashdale. Enjoy seamless indoor-outdoor 
living with a spacious patio that’s perfect for 
relaxing or entertaining.

2 2 1

Display Homes
Now open by appointment, 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

Ashdale Villa

Spencer Villa

CGI renders shown are for  
illustration purposes only

NOW SELLING 
HOMES AVAILABLE NOW

LIVING CHOICE 
GALSTON

Galston’s Leisure Centre  
Now Under Construction.

GAL0003_Hills to Hawkesbury 210x297_FA.indd   1GAL0003_Hills to Hawkesbury 210x297_FA.indd   1 21/1/2025   4:38 PM21/1/2025   4:38 PM

http://livingchoice.com.au
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Julian Leeser
FEDERAL MEMBER  

FOR BEROWRA

Thank You
I want to thank the Berowra community for placing your 
trust in me to represent you in Canberra.
In a world of growing uncertainty, our community remains a place 
of strength, belonging and hope. It’s more than just where we  
live – it’s where we raise our families, support one another,  
and shape the values we pass on to the next generation.

These are the foundations I have fought and will continue to 
fight to protect over the next three years.

Our community has sent me and the Liberal Party a message. 
We need to devise policies that ease pressure on working families 
and help young people achieve their dreams.

Over the next few months I will take the time to listen closely  
to our community and hear your feedback about what we need to 
do to be ready for government. If you would like to help me with 
the rebuild, please get in touch.

I pledge to stay close to the community and ensure that your 
voices are reflected in our policies. Your conversations, ideas, 
frustrations and hopes help to shape my work in Parliament.

I will always stand up for you, your family and our community. 
Representing you is an honour I never take for granted.

Authorised by Julian Leeser, Liberal, Level 11,  
423 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills NSW 2120.

Authorised by Julian Leeser MP, Liberal Party of Australia,  Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills NSW 2120.

   Assist with accessing Federal Government services  

  Attend your local community event 

  Arrange congratulatory messages

As your Federal Member, I am here to:

Please contact my office if I can be of assistance.

JULIAN LEESER MP
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BEROWRA

 Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills NSW 2120    02 9980 1822 

 julian.leeser.mp@aph.gov.au    julianleeser.com.au    julianleesermp

Galston, if only we had a council
I am writing just to let the council know that it just isn't good enough. 
I have written to Council in the past re footpaths, roads and servicing 
the area of Galston, however I think they believe that Galston is just 
Fagan Park and the Gorge. Taking nothing away from the beautiful 
Fagan Park, which many from ALL suburbs swarm to visit on the 
weekend etc, but where we live in Mansfield Road, there is also 
a public space called the Galston Equestrian Club. This club is 
frequented by many horse riding enthusiasts and those who just wish 
to go for a walk to take in the nature. The gates to the club are opened 
and closed "daily" by Council workers, who sadly just seem to turn a 
blind eye to the surroundings.

Many in Mansfield Road and surrounding streets like to take their 
daily stroll early in the morning or later in the afternoon, however due 
to the neglect and lack of maintenance of the so called "Council Strip" 
and Roadside adjacent to the Equestrian Club (remembering we don't 
have footpaths out here), it unfortunately has become customary to 
have to walk on the road, which is very hazardous. The Council only 
about a month ago, came and mowed along Bayfield Road, and they 
have been working on Bayfield Road for several months now,  
however each time, the Mansfield Road corner never gets  
any attention. The grass has grown so long outside the Equestrian 
Club that it is a hotspot for snakes, litter and who knows what else is 
in there. I'd had just about enough of this and knowing that the cooler 
weather means hibernating snakes, I grabbed the old domestic ride  
on and set out to do something about it, as I knew Council wasn't 
going to. From the photos you will see the before and after shots and 
now you can even see the Give Way sign in the distance.

Shame on you Hornsby Council!

- LOCAL RESIDENT, GALSTON

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

Before After After

Looking for the 
perfect venue?

Featuring a spacious hall and a well equipped kitchen,  
it’s the ideal location for:

The Glenorie Community Centre  
is available for hire

Birthday 
parties

Glenorie Community Centre
1729 Old Northern Road
Glenorie NSW 2157

With a standing capacity of up to 120 people, it’s perfect 
for gatherings big or small.

For more information:

Meetings  
and events

Classes  
and seminars

hornsby.nsw.gov.au/Venues vmt@hornsby.nsw.gov.au 9847 6050
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From the desk of 
James Wallace

MEMBER FOR HORNSBY

Rural Roundup 

Jane Seaglove  
HORNSBY COUNCILOR

Hello Residents,
ANZAC Day is a significant occasion at Glenorie RSL,  
bringing the community together to honour and remember the 
service and sacrifice of our veterans. The day typically begins  
with a march, followed by a Commemorative Service where 
wreaths are laid, and heartfelt speeches reflect on the bravery and 
sacrifices of those who served.

Families, veterans, and locals are all welcome to participate in 
the day’s events. Glenorie RSL provides a meaningful space for 
everyone to pay their respects, ensuring the ANZAC spirit and 
legacy continue to thrive.

Galston Public School invited Council 
to attend their special ANZAC Day 
ceremony on May 1st, following the 
students' return from holidays.  
The students hosted a heartfelt event, 
reading poems they had written to 
honour the fallen diggers.  
Recently, three new flagpoles were 
installed at the school, and during  
the ceremony, the students respectfully 
raised the flags to half-mast.

While visiting, I took the opportunity  
to explore the school grounds and was impressed by the  
gardens and fruit trees the children had planted. Teaching children 
how food is grown is important, especially in a community with 
such a rich agricultural history.

Special Entertainment Precinct is a designated area where  
sound conditions and trading hours are regulated through a 
council-managed precinct plan. This framework aims to support 
and enhance Hornsby’s nighttime economy breathing some  
much-needed life into their after-dark economy.

After a resolution by Council in December, officers successfully 
secured a Special Entertainment Precinct Kickstart Grant from  
the Office of the 24-Hour Economy Commissioner. This funding 
will be used to establish a trial Special Entertainment Precinct in 
Hornsby for a period of 12–18 months, marking an exciting step 
forward for the local community.

Helping Hearts Op Shop is a not-for-profit charity dedicated to 
supporting families in need. Established in 2024, the organisation 
works in providing nutritious food hampers and promoting 
sustainable solutions to food insecurity.

The team offers food hampers filled with fresh, wholesome food 
to families in need for a small donation. These efforts are made 
possible through the proceeds from Op Shop sales and generous 
support from local partners, including Aldi at Galston, Harris Farm 
in Dural, Dural Kiosk, and Cordina Chicken.

We invite you to visit Helping Hearts Survive to shop and 
contribute by donating quality clothing for men, women,  
and children, as well as toys and kitchenware.

Standing against vaping and illegal tobacco
Like the rest of the country, we are seeing the rapid growth of 
vaping and unregulated tobacconists across our area.

Vapes pose a real threat to the health and safety of our 
community, especially for young people. We are seeing more and 
more that vaping among young people is having serious health 
consequences. This issue is made all the more serious because of 
the involvement of organised crime gangs, fuelled by the growth of 
unregulated tobacconists. This needs to change.

I am proud to be part of a Liberal team which pushed for an 
inquiry into illegal tobacco in NSW. We need to look into the links 
between unregulated tobacconists and organised crime,  
and ensure NSW tobacco laws are being enforced.

Helping students learn about our democracy
I recently visited Pacific Hills High School to speak with Year 6 
about how NSW Parliament works and what a State MP does. 
The students had been learning about Australia's government and 
democracy has worked since before Federation to today, and how 
Australians have expressed their opinions and beliefs in free and 
democratic elections.

I was impressed by the excellent questions that the students 
asked me and their interest in Australia’s democracy. It is so 
important for young Australians to learn about Australia’s 
democratic values and processes. That’s why I’ve invited every 
primary school in the electorate to bring their Year 6 students to 
visit State Parliament, to take part in the world-class educational 
programs which are run by the NSW Parliament.

Helping Hearts Survive

Earlier this month, I visited the Helping Hearts Survive Op-Shop  
on the Cnr of Galston Road and Old Northern Road with  
Mayor Warren Waddell.

Helping Hearts Survive was started in 2024, with the goal of 
creating a local community where no one goes hungry, fostering 
dignity and hope by providing nutritious food hampers to those  
in need, and promoting sustainable solutions to food struggles.

The team provide food hampers filled with fresh food for 
families in need, for a small donation. This is made possible by 
proceeds from the Op-Shop as well as support from Galston ALDI, 
Harris Farm, Dural Kiosk and Cordina Chicken.

I encourage you to visit Helping Hearts Survive to shop and 
donate clothes, toys, football boots and kitchenware. Thank you 
Diana, Mel and the team on your commitment to serving and 
uniting our community.
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ADVERTORIAL

Join us at Hornsby Library on Wednesday 18th June at 6.30pm 
for an engaging evening about saving the planet and your money. 
Sustainability expert and Banish founder, Lottie Dalziel, will provide 
the knowledge and encouragement to make a positive impact, from 
cutting power bills and embracing slow fashion to shopping wisely 
and choosing trusted brands. Visit the What’s On page at hornsby.
nsw.gov.au/library for more information and to book your free ticket.

ADULT FICTION
SPEAK TO ME OF HOME  BY JEANINE CUMMINS
Rafaela has no way of knowing how 
dramatically her life will change when she 
moves her family to the American Midwest. 
Against the backdrop of her mother’s 
isolation, Rafaela’s daughter, Ruth,  
longs to fit in so she lets go of her language 
and childhood memories of Puerto Rico. 
Decades later, when Ruth’s own daughter, 
Daisy, returns to Puerto Rico, her mother and 
grandmother begin to reflect on the choices 
that have come to define their lives.

From the bestselling author of American Dirt comes a deeply felt 
story that asks: What does it mean to call a place home?

YOUNG ADULT FICTION
HIS FACE IS THE SUN  BY MICHELLE JABÈS CORPORA
In the kingdom of Khetara, rumours of the 
pharaoh's mysterious illness abound,  
and with them, murmurs of rebellion. 
Meanwhile, in the quiet desert, a forgotten 
oracle begins to unfold, setting a dark 
prophecy into action and drawing together 
four strangers who have the potential to 
save the kingdom. But when the dust has 
settled, who will sit on the throne of Khetara?

Magic, adventure, and horror collide in the 
first of this epic Ancient Egyptian inspired 
trilogy, perfect for fans of Leigh Bardugo and 
Tahereh Mafi.

Reserve your copy at hornsby.nsw.gov.au/library, via the  
Hornsby Shire Libraries app or call Galston Library on 02 9847 6160.

Aussie Pumps
Fights Climate Change
Nobody is more conscious of the effects of climate change 
than the team at Aussie Pumps.

Operating from their big new factory warehouse complex at Norwest, 
the Engineering Team is always working on developing solutions  
for drought, bushfires and floods.

Their latest development is big 6” heavy duty trailer mounted trash 
pumps suitable for local government flood mitigation.

“A battery of four of these monsters can pump over a million litres of 
flood water in an hour,” said Aussie Pumps Chief Engineer, John Hales.

The machines in the picture are on their way to Whitton Shire Council 
in central Queensland.

“New South Wales Emergency Services should take note of this  
new development,” said Hales.

The pumps are driven by 80 horsepower Deutz diesel engine and 
each produce 6,000 litres a minute flow.

They have a front opening port so “chokes” can easily be cleared 
without disconnecting hoses!

“It’s a mobile flood mitigation solution produced right here in  
Castle Hill!” said Hales.

Further information on how Aussie’s products are helping to combat 
the effects of climate change are available from aussiepumps.com.au

Want to be part of the team and make a difference?  
Call Linda-Sue Karkowski on 8865 3500.

John Hales with his Aussie flood solution!

By Appointment  
31 Arcadia Road, Galston, NSW 2159  

(next to the Galston Club)

Dr Graham Campbell  •  Dr Joyce Beardsell
Dr. Mohammed Ansary •  Dr Sinija Rodrigues

Galston Medical Centre
since 1980

Fully Accredited Practice

Online Appointments

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8.30-6PM | SATURDAY 8.30-12PM

http:///www.galstonmedicalcentre.com.au
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Dural Bowling Club
CONSISTENCY COMPETITION –  
FINAL 6TH MAY 2025
Congratulations to Greg Smith the 
new club champion on his win in  
a very close game against  
Terri Hezlett, and commiserations  
to Terri. Our thanks to Cheryle 
Hobart the marker for the game.

PENNANT COMPETITION
This competition concluded on 
Saturday 3rd May with a victory against 
Wentworthville Bowling Club. This win 
enabled Dural Bowling club to finish 3rd  
on the competition ladder.

LAWN BOWLS CARNIVAL
On Monday 12th May 2025, Dural Bowling 
Club held their annual Hills Club’s  
Living Choice Retirement Villages.  
This was Dural’s first carnival of the year.  
The day started under a blanket  
of fog, but the cloud cover quickly went away, and the day turned  
into perfect condition for bowling. There were 30 teams of men, 
women, and mixed competing. The teams came from Dural,  
Pennant Hills, West Pennant Hills, The Hills club, Beecroft,  
North Epping, Castle Hill, Burwood Diggers, St Marys Diggers, Asquith, 

Pittwater, Wentworthville and Merrylands. The games consisted of 
2 games of 12 ends of 3 bowl triples and they were played in a very 
friendly manner. Carlie Gowenlock, from Living choice (Major Sponsor) 
presented the prizes to the winning teams after lunch in the LUSSO 
restaurant at the Dural Club.

We must thank Living Choice for sponsoring these carnivals as 
without sponsorship carnivals wouldn’t happen and The Dural Club for 
donating the bottles of wine for the raffle.

Anyone interested in playing bowls please contact Robert on 0411 375 580.

Dural and District Historical Society Inc.

News from History Cottage
With no power, because of area electrical upgrading,  
the normal May meeting was cancelled. Not to be deterred 
a group of members took the opportunity to visit one of the 
special places within our community; “Banana Cabana”.  
This wonderful facility, for the rehabilitation and care of 
rescued primates, is interesting, most educational and a  
credit to Sue the owner and Natasha and Nicole,  
her dedicated helpers. The group included three long term  
life members, one of whom had just celebrated her one 
hundredth birthday. We finished the day with a most generous 
afternoon tea, prepared by members, overlooking the gardens 
and shelters of the fortunate animals.

History Cottage, beside the Cenotaph in Hayes Park, is now open on  
the fourth Sunday of each month, between 1.00 and 4.00pm.  
Members are on duty to assist with enquiries from the those wishing  
to study any historical matter, especially local and family history.  
The regular opening has also given time to archive the extensive 
amount of material generously donated over recent years;  
treasures have been found. If readers have photographs and papers of 
a local nature, or have knowledge that may assist in identification of 
what is being archived, the Society suggests they make contact.

On the 14th June the guest speaker will be Rod Best, retired lawyer 
and a descendant George Best. He will outline the significance of the 
Bigge Commission and of George Best’s evidence; touching on this 

fascinating aspect of our area’s early European settlement during the 
administration of Gov. Macquarie.

At our 12th July meeting the long anticipated guest speaker will be 
Carolyn Broadhead. She will tell the fascinating story of her French 
connection, First War romance against The Australian Government,  
to a lost connection with a group of French immigrants to Australia.

Meetings are in the Galston Uniting Church, School Road, Galston, 
starting at 2.00pm. Entry is free with afternoon tea for a gold coin.

Enquiries to Michael Bell 02 9653 1365.

SPORT NEWS
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Time and Tide is a multimedia exhibition featuring the works of Phil Stallard and Lynne Dobinson.  
The show explores themes of time and the Hawkesbury.

Phil Stallard will be showing recent large scale oil paintings completed in his MacDonald River studio -  
exploring themes of Hawkesbury River.

Lynne Dobinson works small, exploring a variety of mediums, materials and methods.  
She will be showing a selection of clocks and works on paper.

The Ferry Artists look forward to seeing you.

The Galston Concerts 
Sunday 15 June 2025@ 2pm 

 

             Galston Uniting Church 
             11 School Road Galston 

Spanish flamenco guitarist, Paco Lara  

www.pacolaraflamenco.com 
Bookings trybooking.com   (search Galston 15 June)                                                                                                              

Cash-only sales at the door on the day  
$40 adults $30 concession $10 students primary school & under FREE                                                           

Enquiries phone 9653-2039                                                                                                                   

Passionate Spanish flamenco guitarist, 
Paco Lara with a distinguished career in 
Europe and Australia of more than 30 
years touring internationally alongside 
some of the greatest artists and 
maestro legends of flamenco in Spain, 
presents a very special and intimate 
show of authentic flamenco at  
Galston Uniting Church. 

Recognised as the most prominent 
flamenco guitarist living in 
Australia, Paco Lara and Deya 

Miranda Giner (Flamenco dancer) is a world class musical and cultural 
experience not to be missed! 
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Recognised as the most prominent 
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Miranda Giner (Flamenco dancer) is a world class musical and cultural 
experience not to be missed! 

Spectrum coming up in July for Ferry Artists
Following our Guest Pop Up exhibition the Ferry Artists Gallery will be 
full of members' works again. Please join us for the opening of Spectrum 
where we will not only be celebrating our talented artists but also the 
launch of "Speaking of Bees" a book of poetry by poet Amy Devine.

Amy Devine is based in Greater Sydney, Australia on Dharug land and 
considers herself an artist from a lineage of artists.
Her poems have been featured in several online and physical publications 
including Orange Peel, flash glass, Beyond the Veil Press and Gems.
She is a Best of the Net 2024 nominee. Her debut book, Speaking of 
Bees, was published with Harvard Square Press in 2025.
Amy is inspired by history, both on the micro and macro scale, and the 
everyday narrative of humanity that surrounds her. She enjoys running 
and singing and writes from the comfy chair in her daughter’s room with 
two cats by her side.

We look forward to seeing you July 5th 3-5pm in the gallery in 
Wisemans Ferry.

http://www.ferryartists.org.au
http://www.pacolaraflamenco.com


A R T S  N E W S

Follow us on telegram.com/galstonnews 	 J U N E 2025 | Galston Community News	 31

Call for entries: 2025 Hornsby  
Art Prize now open to artists
Hornsby Shire Council is excited to announce that entries  
are set to open for its popular national art prize, the Hornsby 
Art Prize, on Monday 2nd June.

The well-recognised art prize promotes and celebrates Australian 
contemporary art. Artists are invited to submit works in the categories 
of painting, drawing, printmaking, photography and sculpture. This year, 
the total prize money is $23,000, with the major prize worth $10,000.

Hornsby Shire Mayor Warren Waddell highlighted the significant role 
the art prize plays in enriching both Hornsby Shire’s cultural landscape 
and the wider arts and cultural scene.

“The Hornsby Art Prize provides our residents with a fantastic 
opportunity to experience contemporary art of the highest calibre in 
our own local area,” Mayor Waddell said. “It also offers our own local 
artists the chance to have their work thrust into the national spotlight. 
I encourage any artist who is considering entering to submit their 
artworks and be a part of this fantastic event.”

Western Sydney’s Dave Snook took out top honours at last year’s 
Hornsby Art Prize, with his winning painting, Labour Plein Air, with local 
resident David Collins from Dangar Island taking home the Hornsby 
Shire Local Artist Award.

Entries to this year’s Hornsby Art Prize are open until Thursday 7th August 
and are to be made online. Entry costs $40. All artworks must have been 
produced in the past two years, and not exhibited before in an art prize.

The non-acquisitive prize, organised and sponsored by Hornsby Shire 
Council and delivered in partnership with Hornsby Art Society, is open 
to all Australian residents aged 18 years and over. 

While artists from across the nation can submit their works for the 
main prize, Hornsby Shire residents are also able to nominate their 
work for the Hornsby Shire Local Artist Award.

The Hornsby Art Prize Finalists’ Exhibition will be held at Wallarobba 
Arts and Cultural Centre from 12th September until 28th September 
2025, Tuesday – Sunday, 10am – 4pm. Entry is free. The exhibition is 
selected and adjudicated by an appointed panel of two judges.

For more information about the Hornsby Art Prize, or to enter,  
visit https://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/artprize

Visit the 2025 Remagine Art Prize 
exhibition to RE:THINK TO RE:PURPOSE
Over 60 unique artworks focusing on waste, sustainability 
and the environment have been shortlisted in Hornsby Shire 
Council’s 2025 Remagine Art Prize. The finalist works of 
Digital Stills, Sculpture, Mixed Media, Ceramics, Painting, 
Drawing, Photography and Printmaking will be on exhibition  
at the Wallarobba Arts and Cultural Centre, Hornsby from  
13th June to 29th June.

Hosted by Hornsby Shire Council in partnership with Hornsby Art 
Society since 2009, the Remagine Art Prize challenges artists to 
create works in response to the global waste crisis. This year’s theme, 
RE:THINK TO RE:PURPOSE, challenged artists to explore the impact of 
waste production and creatively reuse materials to help conserve our 
precious natural resources.

“I would like to congratulate all the finalists for their inspiring and 
thought-provoking works that encourage us to rethink waste through 
their art,” said Hornsby Shire Mayor Warren Waddell. “The artists have 
captured the importance of reuse and repurposing materials beautifully 
through their outstanding expressions.”

“Hornsby Shire Council is committed to preserving our beautiful 
natural environment for future generations and the Remagine Art Prize 
emphasises how we can find creative ways to repurpose old items, 
whether in art or life, to build a more sustainable community.”

This year’s esteemed judges are curator Rhonda Davis and artist 
Marina DeBris. A total of $11,000 in prize money is on offer.  
Winners will be announced at an award ceremony on Friday 13th June.

The Remagine Art Prize 2025 finalist exhibition will be on show at 
Wallarobba Arts and Cultural Centre, 25 Edgeworth David Avenue, 
Hornsby, from 13th June to 29th June 2025, Tuesday–Sunday, 
10am–4pm.

For more information, go to hornsby.nsw.gov.au/remagine

Hornsby Art Prize Local Artist Award winner - David Collins, Barrier Range, 
oil on canvas, 2024.

Full image credit for the artwork: Winner Remagine 2024, Phoebe Stone, 
Serene Sea, 2024, oil and pastel
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How Your Groceries  
Can Make a  
Difference
Every Tuesday, 19-year-old Harley arrives at Warrah Organic 
Farm Shop in Dural excited for the day. He participates in 
Warrah’s Discovery program for young adults with disabilities, 
and one of his favourite tasks is packing the weekly seasonal, 
organic produce subscriptions. Once packed, the produce 
boxes are delivered to several local collection points such  
as Dural, St Ives, Hornsby, Beaumont Hills and Lane Cove.

“I’m so good at this,” Harley says proudly. “I can do it quickly.”  
And he can. Sometimes he even packs the box for his own family’s 
weekly subscription.

Since joining Warrah in early 2025, Harley has embraced his work on 
the biodynamic farm and in the organic farm shop. He also helps the 
Warrah maintenance team and assists with packing room clean up. 
Each task builds confidence, routine, and a sense of purpose, all part of 
his work-readiness program.

Harley is just one of many young people whose  
lives are enriched through Warrah’s unique  

social enterprise. Other students and 
participants also learn new skills, such as 
serving customers, working at the register, 
baking sourdough bread, packing special 
orders and stacking shelves.

With every purchase at Warrah  
Organic Farm Shop, whether it’s a 

bunch of farm fresh greens,  
a loaf of artisan sourdough, or a 
full seasonal box, shoppers are 

supporting meaningful, hands-on 
opportunities for students and 
participants with disabilities.

While most food in  
Australia travels thousands  

of kilometres before it lands in 
your kitchen, some up to  
70,000 kilometres.  
Warrah’s harvest travels just 

metres from farm to shelf, 

resulting in fresher food, fewer food miles, and a genuine connection to 
where your produce comes from.

Warrah Organic Farm Shop offers a beautiful selection of certified 
organic fruit, vegetables, groceries, bread, dairy, eggs and pantry items, 
much of the produce is grown onsite.

At Warrah, you’re not just shopping local, you’re empowering people 
like Harley and his fellow participants and students, to learn workplace 
skills and develop independence. Warrah’s Organic Farm Shop is a 
welcoming space, and a heartwarming shopping experience. We hope 
to see you there soon.

Visit Warrah Organic Farm Shop — open Monday to Saturday 
20 Harris Rd, Dural | warrahfarmshop.org.au

DEAN KELLAND  
Ph: 9653 2289 / 9652 2642 

116C Arcadia Road,  
Arcadia NSW 2159

SERVICE & 
REPAIRS  
TO ALL 

VEHICLES

•  Specialising in Euro Cars
• Rego Checks
•  Batteries & Tyres
• EFI Service

TINY HOME EXPO
HAWKESBURY SHOWGROUNDS

6th, 7th & 8th June

Tickets and information
www.tinyhomesexpo.com.au

http://www.tinyhomesexpo.com.au
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Give Us a Call Today!

0414 635 650
info@mcardletrees.com.au

TREE REMOVAL
PRUNING

STUMP GRINDING
LAND CLEARING

MULCH SALES
FIREWOOD

4th Generation 
Expert Arborist

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

24 Hour  
Emergency  
Service

ARBORIST EST. 1956

Exciting news - Introducing  
Pacific Hills Early Learning Centre
Pacific Hills Early Learning Centre (ELC) is set to open its 
doors from September 2025 on Harris Road Dural, just a 
stone’s throw from Pacific Hills Christian School,  
marking a significant milestone in early childhood education 
for the Pacific Group of Christian Schools.

Pacific Group of Christian Schools has been delivering excellence 
in Christian education for over 45 years. Our ELC is committed to 
nurturing young children in a Christ-centred environment where they  
are known, valued, and supported.

This purpose-built facility has been thoughtfully designed to nurture 
your child's early growth and development.

Pacific Hills ELC is committed to laying strong foundations for 
lifelong learning through a combination of Christian values, quality care, 
and play-based educational experiences — from Nursery through to 
our school-readiness Prep Program, ensuring that every child is known, 
valued and supported in a safe and inclusive setting.
Our Early Learning Programs will commence from September 2025, 
offering Nursery, Toddler and Preschool classes, while our  
Prep Program will commence at Pacific Hills Early Learning Centre 
from Term 1, 2026.
We invite you to visit our website at www.pacifichillselc.com.au,  
where you'll find further information and options to register for one of 
our upcoming Information Session & Tours to be held in July.

Open For Registration!
Nurturing young lives with Faith, Care and Discovery. 
OPENING SOON! 

ENQUIREENQUIRE
NOW FORNOW FOR

2025 & 20262025 & 2026

4 months - 6 years
From their first steps, we nurture
young lives with faith, care and
discovery, developing strong
foundations for lifelong learning.  

Start your child's journey with 
Pacific Hills Early Learning
Centre. 
Scan to learn more

For FREE Quotes &  
Advice call Geoff on

We have been painting in the Hills District for over 30 years, 
concentrating on residential painting. We paint to a very high standard, 
preparation, priming and a combination of two and three coats is the 
key to a long lasting paint finish.

Before After

We are reliable, we meet all OHS requirements  
when it comes to high work.

0408 600 422

Interior and exterior painting
 New homes
 Extensions

 Repaints
 Restorations

For FREE Quotes &  
Advice call Geoff on

We have been painting in the Hills District for over 30 years, 
concentrating on residential painting. We paint to a very high standard, 
preparation, priming and a combination of two and three coats is the 
key to a long lasting paint finish.

Before After

We are reliable, we meet all OHS requirements  
when it comes to high work.

0408 600 422

Interior and exterior painting
 New homes
 Extensions

 Repaints
 Restorations

Interior and exterior painting
 New homes
 Extensions

 Repaints
 Restorations

For FREE Quotes &  
Advice call Geoff on

0408 600 422

We are reliable, we meet all OHS requirements  
when it comes to high work.

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Let us help you promote  

your business today!
To reserve your ad, call Karen at 0487 111 868  

or email advertising@galstoncommunity.com.au

We offer  free AD  design  
service

http://mcardletrees.com.au
http://www.pacifichills.nsw.edu.au
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Hillside 
Happenings
LEST WE FORGET.
A huge thank you to all our incredible Hillside students and families 
who attended the ANZAC Service at Glenorie RSL. Our students 
made us proud - polite, respectful, and absolutely shining in their 
school uniforms. It was such a powerful moment to see them 
represent Hillside.

A special thank you to our amazing school captains for delivering 
the ANZAC poem with confidence and grace. Your leadership truly 
made us proud. And of course, a heartfelt thank you to  
Mrs Hoogesteger for being there as always - your support never  
goes unnoticed.

ON ELECTION DAY, THE BBQ WAS SIZZLING, AND THE VIBES WERE HIGH!
We can’t thank our local community enough for turning out to support 
the P&C BBQ fundraiser. The sun was shining, the sausage sandwiches 
were a hit, and let’s just say those bacon and egg rolls didn’t last long! 
Huge thanks to all the families who baked, donated, and helped on the 
day - it made a big difference. Days like these really show the strength 
of our Hillside family. Community spirit? We’ve got it in spades.

EMBRACING THE 'SMALL SCHOOLS, BIG OPPORTUNITIES' PHILOSOPHY AT 
HILLSIDE PUBLIC SCHOOL
At Hillside Public School, our small size is our greatest strength.  
With a close-knit community and smaller class sizes, every child 
receives the individual attention they deserve. Teachers build strong 
connections with students, tailoring learning to suit each child’s needs 
and interests. “My daughter’s confidence has grown so much - she’s 
not just a number here,” says one Hillside parent. Students thrive in our 
nurturing, inclusive environment, supported by dedicated staff and a 
strong sense of belonging.

THINKING OF ENROLLING?
If you're looking for a welcoming and inclusive environment where 
your child will thrive, we’d love to meet you. Enrolments are now open 
- come and experience the Hillside difference! Out-of-area applications 
will be considered. OOSH is also available mornings and afternoons.

With Hillside Public School’s vibrant community and the exceptional 
opportunities we offer, we invite your family to be a part of our school’s 
bright future.

DURAL & DISTRICT 
PROSTATE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

SUPPORT GROUP  
MEETINGS ARE HELD 

3rd MONDAY EVENING  
OF THE MONTH

7:00pm for 7:15pm

The Blue Gum Centre 
Glenhaven Green

607 Old Northern Road, Glenhaven

CONTACT: GRAHAM STAGGS
Ph: 8677 7896 or 0402 421 062
Email: gstaggs@accsoft.com.au

Proudly affiliated with

Prostate Cancer Foundation 
of Australia

http://www.customalfresco.com
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Galston  
Garden Club

Our next meeting will be on 11th June, 2025 at 7.30pm
Guest speaker will be Jill Dyball

Talks about “Tips for Competing at the Easter Show”

 Available locally
Climbing Expert & Qualified Arborist

Fast & Locally Service
20+ Years Experience
Responsible Tree Removal
24/7 Emergency Tree Service
Fully Licensed & Insured

TREE REMOVAL 
LARGE & SMALL

CALL JOE TODAY

02 8999 6267
treesdownunder.com.au

The Galston Garden club will be meeting on the  
11th June at 7.30pm, Galston Community Hall  
37 Arcadia Road Galston and our guest speaker 
is Jill Dyball, the topic “Tips for Competing  
at the Easter Show”. Visitors are welcome 
to join us and enjoy the comradery of 
enthusiastic gardeners.

MUSHROOMS IN THE LAWN – A GARDENER’S PERSPECTIVE
For many gardeners, the sudden appearance of  
mushrooms in the lawn can be puzzling or even frustrating. 
However, mushrooms are actually a sign that your soil is alive  
and functioning well. These fungi emerge from underground  
networks called mycelium, which feed on organic material such as old 
tree roots, decomposing mulch, or lawn thatch. Their presence often 
indicates rich, well-aerated soil with good microbial activity.

Mushrooms tend to appear after periods of rain or heavy watering, 
especially in shaded or damp areas. While they don't harm the grass 
directly, they may signal issues like poor drainage or excessive thatch. 
Understanding the conditions that favor mushroom growth can help 

gardeners take a proactive approach. Compacted soil,  
dense shade, and overwatering are common contributors. 

Aeration helps loosen compacted soil, allowing air and 
water to reach grass roots more effectively. Trimming 
low-hanging branches to allow more sunlight onto the 
lawn can also discourage fungal growth.

It’s important to note that while lawn mushrooms 
are mostly harmless, some species can be toxic if 

ingested by pets or children. Gardeners should remove 
unfamiliar mushrooms promptly and teach children not 

to touch or eat them. If you're curious about the types of 
fungi appearing in your garden, consider consulting a local 

extension service or fungal identification group for safe identification.
Ultimately, mushrooms are a natural part of the lawn ecosystem. 

They break down organic material and return nutrients to the soil,  
which benefits your lawn in the long term. Rather than treating them as 
a problem, think of mushrooms as indicators of underlying soil health 
and an opportunity to refine your lawn care practices.

For information regarding the Club please visit our website  
www.galstongardenclub.com.au or email: galstongardenclub@gmail.com.au

POL
PAINTERs

sERVICING HILLs DIsTRICT  
FOR OVER 40 YEARs

CALL  VIC   

0417 22 41 55
www.POL-PAINTERs.COm.Au

Lic No.  238452C

http://treesdownunder.com.au
http://www.pol-painters.com.au
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Amazing Greys
When we think of our bush, we imagine expanses 
of green, lots of different greens.

However some Australian native plants have grey leaves. 
Flannel flowers, quite commonly seen in the bush in 
our area, have soft grey leaves. As you travel into the 
dry interior of Australia grey foliage becomes more 
common. It is an advantage as it reflects the sunlight 
better. Quite often the flowers are bright yellow.

The local group of the Australian Plants Society will 
be hearing a talk “Amazing Greys” by Brian Roach, who is 
familiar with grey native plants and successfully grows a 
variety of them in Sydney.

This talk will be at our meeting at 2pm on Saturday 
28th June. Our meetings are in Gumnut Hall, to be found 

right at the end of Gumnut Place, Cherrybrook. 
After the talk afternoon tea will be available. 
Visitors are very welcome.

Bromeliads in a Tropical  
Garden - Edwina Wain
The Bromeliad Society of Australia 
Inc will hold their next meeting at 
the Federation Pavilion, Castle Hill 
Showground on Saturday, 14th June with 
plant sales to the public from 10am and 
the meeting commencing at 12noon.

Our guest speaker is Edwina Wain, who will 
be talking about “Growing Bromeliads in her 
Tropical style garden”.

Edwina will discuss the different types  
of bromeliads she and her husband Steve, 
have been growing in their tropical style 
garden for 19 years.

Edwina is an internationally accredited 
Bromeliad Judge and has recently been 
appointed as the NSW Judges Registrar. 
She has also won several major bromeliad 
competition awards.

Edwina’s true passion for bromeliads  
was sparked when she visited her mother  
in-law’s impressive bromeliad garden  

Edwina & Steve are members of Bromeliad 
Society of Australia, Bromeliad Society of NSW 
and Illawarra Bromeliad Society.

Their hunger for bromeliads led them to 
various plant shows and plant buying holidays 
in Queensland and making many friendships 
along the way.

Their collection amassed quickly and  
then multiplied. Edwina and Steve also have 
an interest in tropical plants and they found 
that bromeliads are a great fit in a tropical 
style garden. Edwina and Steve are active 
committee members of the Tropical Garden 
Society of Sydney.

Edwina and Steve’s bromeliads were 
featured in a segments on Gardening Australia 
in Oct 2023 and more recently 16th May 2025.

Their hobby and passion with bromeliads 
and tropical plants has now extended to 
selling at monthly markets.

There will also be our regular meeting 
activities such as competitions, Raffle,  
Show & Tell, and a more recent activity  

called just “Show” for people who would just 
like to share a plant with others without it 
being critically judged or discussed.

There is also an opportunity to meet like minded 
people in a friendly and inviting environment. 
Contact Ian Hook, mobile 0408 202 269,  
email: ianhook1@bigpond.com  
website: www.bromeliad.org.au

SSET
ZONE
MAINTENANCE

PROTECTION

• Bushfire fuel & vegetation management. 
•  Asset protection zone creation,  

maintenance & certification.
•  General vegetation clearing &  

grass slashing.
• Locally owned and operated.

ASSET PROTECTION  ASSET PROTECTION  
ZONE MAINTENANCEZONE MAINTENANCE

Contact Andrew Rapsey 
andrewr@apzmaintenance.com.au 

Mob: 0447 821 829
Ph: 9457 6530

Before

After

AA Outdoor
Maintenance
Complete POOL Servicing
25 Years Experience
Pumps, Filters, Chlorination
Automation & Problem solving

Call Aaron 0437 008 196
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BUSHLAND PHOTOGRAPHY

Whilst reading this magazine, it is almost certain that the 
reader has realised that there exists an extensive range of 
opportunities to capture memorable images of the 
local region’s bushland environment using their 
camera. Whether a professional or part time 
photographer, there is often disappointment 
when something unusual is missed because 
of leaving the camera at home.

The type and style of camera is up to each 
individual. It can range from a simple “point and 
shoot” compact camera, through the many models of 
smart phones, all the way to the more complex DSLR 
(Digital Single Lens Reflex) cameras often associated 
with the more serious photographer.

Being aware of the capabilities of your camera can often 
govern the success of the result. With subjects such as tiny insects 
and small flowers, it is better not to get too close due to the focal 
length of the camera’s lens. An out of focus image can be the result. 
It is better to stand back a little then zoom in until the subject fills the 
viewfinder window. Confidence in using the macro function to show 
the finer detail when in a close-up situation will be most rewarding.

Hidden in the Hills
BY LACHLAN TURNER

There are a myriad of subjects that can 
be “discovered”, simply by looking carefully 
in all directions (up, down, left, right) 
when walking through bushland habitats. 

Flowers, trees, rocks, watercourses, fungi, 
birds, reptiles, animals, and insects can all 

present the photographer with a noteworthy, 
even unusual opportunity to record something 

which is unique to that occasion.
Transferring images from the camera to a computer 

allows for an almost inexhaustible set of processing tools that permit 
many enhancements to be applied to the original image.

Further reading on this subject is available by entering the following  
web address into your browser: http://online.fliphtml5.com/awdd/zgvo/

Terms and conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. All information including interest rate is subject to change without notice. Full details available
on application.. Full offset facility is available for Bendigo Complete Home Loan for both fixed and variable loans. Offset facility can only be linked to one loan at
any one time. A maximum of 6 offset facilities can be linked per loan account. Linked offset facility must be in same customer name/ number. Credit provided
by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit Licence 237879. (1728832–1767000) OUT_44844533, 05/05/2025

We’re not all banks.

Our Complete Home Loan offers 100% offset on Þxed and

variable home loans. Which means you could own your home

sooner. 

Find out more. Search Bendigo Bank home loans.

Galston 9653 2227

Not all banks offer

100% offset on

their home loans.

State Of The Art Storage Facilities
YOUR SPACE YOU KEEP THE KEYS

SHORT OR LONG TERM STORAGE

24/7 CAMERA SURVEILLANCE

FREE USE OF TROLLEYS

Variety of
Storage Sizes and Options FREE MOVE-IN TRUCK HIRE

*Conditions apply

PERSONAL STORAGE 
BOAT & CARAVAN
CAR STORAGE 

BUSINESS STORAGE
WINE STORAGE 
SHIPPING CONTAINERS

50 CARRINGTON RD

02 9659 1122

CASTLE HILL
324 ANNANGROVE ROAD

02 9679 2290

ROUSE HILL
36 MID DURAL ROAD

02 9653 1122

GALSTON *ACCESS FROM
5AM TO 10PM

Secure, Clean & Flexible

http://www.bendigobank.com.au
http://www.hillsselfstorage.com.au
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REV TARA CURLEWIS is a Galston resident when she’s not 
living in Rome, and is a member of Galston Uniting Church.  
It was our privilege to sponsor her into ministry.  
On April 26th, Uniting Church President Rev Charissa Suli 
shared this message concerning Tara:

"Later today in Rome, the world will gather in St Peter’s Square to 
honour the life and witness of Pope Francis. I give thanks that the 
Uniting Church in Australia will be present in this sacred moment 
through the ministry of Rev Tara Curlewis.

Rev Tara Curlewis will be attending the funeral as part of the World 
Communion of Reformed Churches delegation, alongside its President. 
As the Church of Scotland minister in Rome, she also represents the 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland — and as an ordained minister of 
the Uniting Church in Australia, she carries our prayers, our presence, 
and our commitment to the unity of Christ’s church.

We are proud of Tara and the remarkable ministry to which God has 
called her. May her presence in Rome be a sign of the love, peace and 
hope we hold in Christ.

Please join me in praying for all who mourn the passing of  
Pope Francis, and for the global church as we give thanks for his life 
and legacy."

A MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER
I am grateful for the chance of getting to know more people and to 
listen to the unique stories that shape our town. I also want to  

speak gently to those among us who are not well - physically,  
mentally or emotionally. Please know that you are not alone.  
The church is not just a place for Sunday worship, but a community 
that walks with you everyday. If you or someone you love needs prayer, 
a listening ear, or support of any kind, please reach out. We are here  
for one another. (Rev Akosita Tangi)

SAVE THE DATE!
NEXT GALSTON CONCERT – Paco Lara Flamenco guitar
Sunday June 15th @ 1.30pm.

CHURCH SERVICES continue in church at 10am on Sundays, and you 
can also watch our live-streams. You can find Galston Uniting Church  
on Facebook (don’t forget to ‘like’ us) or “Google” Galston Uniting Church 
Facebook posts.

The church office is open on Tuesdays and Fridays.

Contact Elizabeth Garlick, Office Manager. 
11 School Road, Galston. 
Phone 9653 2039

News from St 
Benedict’s June 2025
OUR NEW POPE
After the sadness of losing Pope Francis,  
the parishioners at St Benedict’s were 
delighted on 8th May to welcome our new 
Pope LEO XIV. We all join in praying that he will 
guide us with wisdom, strength and humility.

MORE CELEBRATIONS
In early May we joined in marking three 
very special milestones at the St Benedict’s 
Monastery: Father Bernard’s 50th Anniversary 
of Ordination, Father Michael’s 60th 
Anniversary of Profession, and Father 
Shansana’s 25th Anniversary of Profession. 
Parishioners were invited to join in a 
celebratory lunch at the Arcadia monastery, an 
event that was filled with joy and meaningful 
reflections on their dedicated service. A big 
thank you to all who contributed time, effort 
and love to make this event so memorable. 
Your support and participation made this 

occasion unforgettable, and we are grateful 
to each person who joined in honouring these 
incredible milestones. A big thank you to all 
who made donations to the St Benedict’s 
projects, especially in Sri Lanka and Congo.

On 10th May Father Bernard’s Golden 
Jubilee was again celebrated with a party 
after 9am Mass and the cutting and sharing of 
another huge cake (pictured).

OTHER NOTICES
Enrolment information for the next 
sacramental program leading to Confirmation 
and First Holy Communion is being distributed 
in the local schools. Information can also be 
found by contacting the parish office  
(see below).

And congratulations to Tyrone El Chaar, 
Gebran Azzi and others who have been 
recognised for their volunteer service in  
recent weeks.

DID YOU KNOW...
The palms from Palm Sunday are burned to 
make the ash for Ash Wednesday.

ST BENEDICT’S PARISH SERVICES
Please check our website for service times 
and parish information www.bbcatholic.org.
au/arcadia. Click on the News and Events tab 
to find the weekly Parish Bulletin. Or ring  
Paula 9653 2312 on Monday or Friday at the 
Parish Office, St Benedict’s Catholic Church 2 
Fagans Road Arcadia.

Galston Uniting Church
Pope Francis and  
The Galston 
Connection
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GLENORIE MISSION CHURCH

Volunteer Musicians Wanted
call Callum 0414 584 303

 Sunday Service and Sunday School 10:00am

Ph: 0404 144 612
www.glenoriemission.org

Jesus said: “I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me.”

Galston Seventh-day 
Adventist Church

It is our desire at Galston Church that all in our community might 
experience the love and truth of Jesus Christ, and be ready for His  
soon return. To have Jesus Christ as a personal Friend, and the 
assurance of everlasting life when He returns, creates in our hearts the 
greatest hope and greatest peace.

Every Saturday morning at 9:30am we have a group Bible study, 
followed by the Divine Service at 11am. Each Wednesday evening at 
7pm is Prayer Connect. Please continue to pray for each other and for 
our community.

Steve Belson (Pastor) 0438 459 223 
Galston Adventist Church, 49 Arcadia Road, Galston

Spreading  
the Word  
of God
The stoning and death of Stephen (Acts 8:1-8) was only the 
beginning of persecution for the very early church.  
Many more members were thrown into jail (v.3). We are not 
told what happened to these Christians. Some of them may 
have died for Christ too.

Most of the church members were driven out of Jerusalem  
BUT everywhere they went, they preached about Jesus Christ.  
God used this ‘scattering’ to bring about his plan for men and  
women everywhere to hear his word. Sometimes we don’t like  
what God allows to happen but he can use it for his glory if we will  
let him.

Verse 5 tells us where another of the deacons went. Phillip went 
down to Samaria and preached Christ to the Samaritans.  
Wasn’t that wonderful? John 4:9 says that the Jews have no  
dealings with the Samaritans, but Phillip was more than just a Jew. He 
was a Christian Jew and that made the difference.

God could see that Philip had a heart of love for lost men and 
women and so he sent him down to the Samaritans. Philip may not 
have been the personality that Stephen was, but he simply presented 
Christ to them as the one who could meet their need and the people 
warmly responded.

Are there people around you who have special needs? Are there 
people for whom nobody else cares? Can you look at those people 
through the eyes of Jesus Christ and see them as souls who need a 
Saviour? Could you go to them with love and help them? Could you  
tell them of Jesus Christ and his power to save? God is waiting to use 
you just where you are or he may lead you to another place of service. 
But he will always want you to do the same thing Philip did. Go to 
people in need and tell them of Christ. Could you ask him to lead you 
to some soul today?

( FROM THE WRITINGS OF THE  
LATE REV, ED LONG.)

Come and find out more at: Glenorie Mission Church,  
1409 Old Northern Rd, Glenorie.  
Sunday Service 10.00 am.

https://aussiepumps.com.au/careers/
http://www.glenoriemission.org
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This month’s big question...
What Does  
“God Loves You” 
Really Mean?
What do WE mean when we use the word ‘love’?

What does GOD really mean when He declares ‘I love you’, in John 3:16. 
“For I (God) so loved you (the world) that I gave My only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.”

Our English language doesn’t really help because we have one word 
for love and use it in so many different contexts. We apply the word to 
our friends, our favourite restaurant or singer or writer, our dog and  
our family!!! We inherently know that each of these isn’t the same kind 
of love and that each of them has different levels of importance but 
how can we clarify the word ‘love’ when it is expressed by God??

I’m very relieved that God isn’t a god of confusion and thankfully,  
the Bible takes advantage of the Greek language with its four words  
for ‘love.’ Agape, Phileo, Storge, Eros!

** Let’s start with the highest, greatest and most pure form of love 
which describes God’s love for you and me = AGAPE. This love 
represents immeasurable, unconditional, selfless and sacrificial love, 
which is the very word God used to describe how much He loves you 
and me in John 3:16, my opening verse. He also explains in the  
same verse, the reason why we need His love - “that whoever  
BELIEVES IN HIM (Jesus Christ) will not perish but have eternal life.”
** PHILEO love describes friendship or brotherly love, when we share 
common interests, experiences and values with others.
** STORGE love describes natural affection and loyalty in  
family relationships.
** EROS love describes romantic, passionate love.

*** It’s worth noting that these four types of love aren’t necessarily 
mutually exclusive. For example, Jesus expressed Phileo love when He 
walked with His disciples and Storge love with His earthly family.

In this world people fall in and out of love and change their 
minds like the wind changes direction, but God’s agape love is not like 
that; it’s not wavering or dependent upon our actions or circumstances.

God made the first move and He doesn’t change His mind about us. 
His love never fails. His agape love for you and me and all humanity  
is unmerited, steadfast and enduring!

We don’t deserve God’s love but He gave it willingly for you and me.

I hope you can take some time to reflect on this and on the following 
three quotes:
** “Though our feelings come and go, God’s love for us does not.”  
C.S. Lewis
** “No matter what storm you face, you need to know that God  
loves you. He has not abandoned you.” Franklin Graham.
** “God proved His love on the Cross. When Christ hung and bled  
and died, it was God saying I LOVE YOU.” Billy Graham.

The Bible continues: After Jesus rose from the dead early on  
Sunday morning, the first person who saw Him was Mary Magdalene... 
afterward He appeared in a different form to two of His followers who 
were walking from Jerusalem into the country... still later He appeared 
to the eleven disciples as they were eating... When the Lord had 
finished talking with them, He was taken up into heaven and sat down 
at the place of honour at God’s Right Hand.” (Mark 16: 9-20).

We are loved by God!
God bless.

PR. ALEX AND DEE VALICH

Glenorie Community Church 
Sunday service: 10am. All welcome.

Making Connections
It’s one of the strange aspects of our time. Never have we 
been more connected. Communications technology enables us 
to enjoy real-time video contact with people on the other side 
of the planet. What a brilliant innovation!

Yet according to Relationships Australia, almost 25% of Australians 
report symptoms of loneliness. Worse, it’s estimated that 50% of 
younger Australians are suffering from emotional loneliness... and the 
figures are even more pronounced among young men.

In all the research, what’s missing is relational connection and 
friendship... close community in other words.
To those seeking genuine connection, Jesus says:
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give  
you rest. (Matthew 11:28).

Jesus doesn’t promise a quick fix to life’s problems. Nor does he 
promise to remove all our burdens either. Rather, Jesus invites us  
to bring our burdens to him.

At Dural Anglican Church, our community is made of everyday  
people navigating everyday issues. We’re juggling small children,  
rising interest rates, mental health challenges, ageing parents,  
long commutes and more.

But as we meet together each week, we’re learning to depend on 
Jesus by bringing our burdens to Him. And we find that Jesus can  
be trusted. At the same time, we’re learning to share life’s ups and 
downs with each other too...

Whether it’s our Friday night youth program – Nexus – or our  
mid-week senior’s fellowship, or our regular Sunday services,  
we’re building community around Jesus – the one who promises rest 
for those who’ll trust in him.

We’d love to welcome you. So please join us. Sundays at 8am,  
10am and 6pm at St Judes and 9:30am at Christ Church Kenthurst.

DOUGAL MICHIE - SENIOR MINISTER

Visit us at: duralanglican.org.au
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PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS  
AVAILABLE

• LOCK IN THE PRICE TODAY!

• DOCUMENT YOUR WISHES

Book an appointment at one of our offices  
or in the comfort of your own home with  

our mobile representatives.

Office Locations:
41 Palmdale Road, Palmdale

1083 Pacific Hwy (cnr Telegraph Rd), Pymble 
376 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights

14 Mingara Drive, Tumbi Umbi
2 Viewpoint Drive, Toukley

460 Avoca Drive, Green Point

1300 130 955
creightonsfuneralservice.com.au

Award  
winning  
gardens

Est. 1843/ 

180 years of  

service
Glenorie Rural Fire Brigade
President: James  
Wicking - 2019 - 2025
On behalf of all of us at Glenorie Rural Fire Brigade, we would like 
to say a heartfelt thank you to James Wicking for his 6 year tenure 
as President at GRFB, as he has decided to step down from this role, 
however, will remain a valuable member at the brigade.

James Wicking grew up in Glenorie; was a student at Glenorie Public School;  
is now married with two children and operates a family-owned business. He joined 
GRFB 12 years ago and on his 21st birthday, completed his Bush Fire assessment, 
which was his first qualification. James’ roles at the brigade prospered, and he 
performed a broad range of roles including Community Engagement Co-Ordinator, 
Recruitment Co-Ordinator, Social Co-Ordinator, Deputy Captain, Vice President  
and President. Outstandingly, James was involved in welcoming approximately 
75% of all current members to the brigade throughout the recruitment and 
interview process.

James Wicking’s term as President from 2019 to 2025, was remarkable.  
The brigade President is responsible for an array of duties including the brigade’s 
overall administration, and must have sufficient knowledge of the NSW RFS,  
the brigade structure and relevant service standards to correctly address or  
direct enquiries. The President is responsible for facilitating and chairing  
executive meetings, general meetings and annual general meetings, which when 
you are a part of a large brigade, can be a considerably challenging task, and 
James absolutely excelled at this. We thank you James for your commitment and 
dedication to GRFB, and for being such a phenomenal President.

http://creightonsfuneralservice.com.au
http://eludegames.com.au
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01  Platform (4)
03  Frailty (8)
09  Road or roofing material (7)
10  �In a slow tempo  

(of music) (5)
11  Consumed (of food) (5)
12  Three-pronged weapon (7)
13  �Element discovered by 

Marie and Pierre Curie (6)

ACROSS

DOWN

Sudoku
W I P E S C A B B A R D
O Y R O E S E
R E L I E F S L A P S E
S O L M O I M
H E N C E F O R W A R D
I N S T I R
P O L I T E T H E N C E
S O L S E L

I N V E R T E B R A T E
E G S Y E G A
D E B T S M A L L E T S
E O L I T N E
N E W L Y W E D S T U D

1 9 5 2 3 7 6 8 4
2 7 8 4 6 9 5 3 1
3 6 4 5 1 8 9 2 7
4 8 9 1 7 3 2 5 6
6 5 1 8 2 4 7 9 3
7 2 3 6 9 5 1 4 8
9 1 6 3 8 2 4 7 5
8 4 2 7 5 1 3 6 9
5 3 7 9 4 6 8 1 2

15  �Capital of Massachusetts (6)
17  Soften the effect of (7)
18  Stringed instrument (5)
20  �Permeate gradually;  

drain away from soil (5)
21  Weigh down (7)
22  �Giving way under  

pressure (8)
23  Catch sight of (4)

01  Completely (opposed) (13)
02  �Data entered into a  

system (5)
04  Distinct being (6)
05  Children's toy (12)
06  Sincere (7)

07  Impulsively (13)
08  Poorly fed (12)
14  Illness (7)
16  Urge to do something (6)
19  �Vegetables related to 

onions (5)

2 7 9
1 4 6 3
4 3

4 5
8 4 2

1 6
8 5

9 1 4 2
3 9 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23

Across
1 - Platform (4)

3 - Frailty (8)

9 - Road or roofing material (7)

10 - In a slow tempo (of music) (5)

11 - Consumed (of food) (5)

12 - Three-pronged weapon (7)

13 - Element discovered by Marie and Pierre Curie (6)

15 - Capital of Massachusetts (6)

17 - Soften the effect of (7)

18 - Stringed instrument (5)

20 - Permeate gradually; drain away from soil (5)

21 - Weigh down (7)

22 - Giving way under pressure (8)

23 - Catch sight of (4)

Down
1 - Completely (opposed) (13)

2 - Data entered into a system (5)

4 - Distinct being (6)

5 - Children's toy (12)

6 - Sincere (7)

7 - Impulsively (13)

8 - Poorly fed (12)

14 - Illness (7)

16 - Urge to do something (6)

19 - Vegetables related to onions (5)

ANSWERS FROM  
MAY ISSUE

FILL THE GRID SO THAT EVERY COLUMN, EVERY ROW AND 
EVERY 3X3 BOX CONTAINS THE NUMBERS 1 TO 9.
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES ELECTRICAL SERVICES

BUILDING AND LANDSCAPING SERVICES

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
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Level 2 ASP  
Electrician

Bricklaying services
new homes
extensions
and all your other masonry needs

retaining walls
stone work
structural landscaping 

License No: 234383C

Mobile: 0410 574 910
Email: cullenmasonry@hotmail.com.  abN: 96 126 801 689

C u l l e n  M a s o n r y ®

Cm

Ellis Building Service

www.ellisbuildingcontractors.com.au

• Renovation & additions
• Decks & outdoor living areas
• Design and council arranged

Building Contractors
nailit@bigpond.com

Lic no 9095c

Building  
in the Hills 

45 years

CALL
Brian 0418 474 592
Keith 0418 474 590

ABSOLUTE AUTOMOTIVE
Arc Lic AU31532

George Kerrison
Jason Jamer

LPG REGO
INSPECTIONS

ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS & COMPLETE
SERVICING FOR ALL MAKES & MODEL VEHICLES

02 9651 4529
Unit 8, 829 Old Northern Rd, (Cnr Quarry Rd) Dural

Professional Electrical Services for Residential and  
Commercial with over 15 years experience, specialising in:

Smart Home Automation
Data
Security Systems

Contact Gary on 0490 087 381

New Builds 
Renovations
Maintenance and Repairs

LOCAL TO GALSTON/DURAL  LIC No. 320758c

EmergencyEmergency
Call OutCall Out

NEED A RELIABLE LOCAL ELECTRICIAN? 
Here We Are!

Powering Galston, Glenorie & Hills
locals for over 10 years

with every service booked

COMPLIMENTARYSMOKE ALARM CHECK

All Electrical work incl. lights, power
points, switchboards & data

Security Cameras

Smoke Alarm Checks & Upgrades

Hot Water

Professional tradesmen who
clean up after themselves

SENIORS
DISCOUNT
available

0423 001 458
sapphireservices.com.au

Call Us Today

Clean & Professional Electricians providing a  
Lifetime Workmanship Warranty for your  

peace of mind.

Receive 20% off RRP on  
Beacon Lighting products.

1300 993 560
info@saunderselectricalgroup.com.au 

We do it the  
Logic way

m 0400 774 102
e paul@landscapelogicnsw.com.au
w www.landscapelogicnsw.com.au

lic# 347025C

BRICKLAYING AND STONE WORKS

We have moved to:
Unit 22/276 New Line Road, Dural, NSW

Quality Smash Repairs

Insurance and  
Private Work

All work fully guaranteed

Free quotes  
(except third party)

Free Loan Cars

http://www.aussieelectricalandplumbing.com.au
http://www.ellisbuildingcontractors.com.au
http://sapphireservices.com.au
http://www.landscapelogicnsw.com.au
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FENCING SERVICES

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

MAINTENANCE SERVICES

PAINTING SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

PLASTERER SERVICES

PLUMBING SERVICES

PAINTING SERVICES

Pest Control Specialists

Ants • Bees • Birds • Carpet Beetles • Cockroaches   
Mice • Silverfish • Spiders • Termites • Wasps

Sydney Wide • All Areas • Free Quotes • 7 Days a Week

Mark Owen 0423 017 515
info@accesspestcontrol.com.au
www.accesspestcontrol.com.au

Access Pest Control

Please contact us for a free, no obligation quote.

ADAM COX 0418 424 031

ALL TYPES OF  
RESIDENTIAL AND  

RURAL FENCING
Free Quotes

Repairs Welcome.

 Mowing, Hedging, Cleaning
& Veggie Gardens
0455 951 034

Glenn Truelove
PLUMBER • ROOF PLUMBER • DRAINER 
GASFITTER • LP GASFITTER 
LICENCE No. 135755C

MOBILE 0400 804 211
Email gatruelove@bigpond.com

PAINTING & BUILDING
MAINTENANCE PTY LTDGrand

0419 449 034 • 1300 272 468
www.grandpainting.com.au

Master Painters Association member
Dulux Accredited | Fully Insured

Specialist in repairing all damages, cracks, peeled paints  
and paint defects. All jobs guaranteed.

25 years experience. FREE QUOTES & colour advice.
Lic 98578C

SERVICES
• Gyprock plastering, Repairs, Cornices, Roses

• Ornamental Ceiling Panels, Suspended Ceilings
• Partition Walls 

J & C RANDO  P/L

All types of repairs, small or large.
Home, Office, Shop, Extensions, Granny flats

JOE RANDO - MOB: 0412 238 668

PROFESSIONAL PLASTERER

A.B.N. 20.003.189624  License No. R72770- (License: Joe Rando)

MR MEND
MAINTENANCE

Craig Allsop
0405 194 872
mrmend@bigpond.com

GYPROCK • RENDERING • CORNICE • ROOF REPAIRS 
GUTTERS/CLEANING • PAINTING • TILING •  CARPENTRY

FRIENDLY & 
RELIABLE SERVICE

 0411 737 605 | sean.refresh@gmail.com

All Internal and external 
Commercial and residential

Free Quote

 Your Local Painter 

Termite Inspections & EradicationTermite Inspections & Eradication

Residential & Commercial • New & Existing Homes

Ph: 9476 4294
Fax: 4575 0422
Mobile: Sean
0418 252 342

HOMEGUARD

ACCREDITED

FOR UNDER SLAB

TREATMENT

http://www.accesspestcontrol.com.au
http://cornerstoneruralfencing.com.au
http://cornerstoneruralfencing.com.au
http://www.grandpainting.com.au
http://www.refresh-painting.com.au
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PLUMBING SERVICES

TILING SERVICES

PLUMBING SERVICES

ACR TILING  
SERVICES

ALL TYPES OF TILING INCLUDING  
BATHROOM AND LAUNDRY RENOVATIONS.

Over 20 years experience.
Glenorie based.

Call Neil  0411 219 281

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
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PH: 9062 4053

LOCAL HILLS TO  
GALSTON PLUMBER

All Plumbing  
Work
Best Prices  
& All Work  
Guaranteed
Seniors/ 
Pensioners  
Discount
Blocked Drains 
and Pipes

Hot Water Repairs

MOSMAN
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Greg Reid 
Plumbing Services

Plumber/Drainer • Gas Fitter • LPG 
Hot Water • Blocked Drains Cleared

Bathroom Renovations 
Over 30 Years Experience

No Job Too Small

0407 944 190
www.gregreidplumbing.com.au

License No. 112899c

HILLS DISTRICT PLUMBING
0459 305 360

All Plumbing Work 
Blocked Drains

www.hillsdistrictplumbing.au

Taps and Toilets 
Leaking Pipes

Hot Water Service 
Gas Fitting

HILLS DISTRICT PLUMBERHILLS DISTRICT PLUMBER
 Google 4.9 Star Rating
 Guaranteed 24/7 Fast Response
 Lifetime Labour Warranty
 15% Seniors Discount
 On Time, No Mess or you Pay $100 Less

02 9199 2612
www.reactiveplumbing.com.au

Leaking Taps • Blocked Drains • Leaking Toilets  
Burst Pipes • CCTV Inspection • Hot Water Systems • Pipe Relining

Lic. 257268C

Call 02 9482 9199

 Plumbing, Drainage & Gasfitting
 Blocked Drains
 Hot Water Heaters
 CCTV - Water Jetter
 Gutters and Downpipes

scottandsons.com.au

Fast Emergency 
Service

DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

FAMILY BUSINESS 
FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Lic. No: 141840c

Scott & SonsScott & Sons
PlumbersPlumbers
Scott & Sons
Plumbers

-  Logo and Business name 
-  0477 477 768 
-  10% Seniors Discount 
-  Your Local Plumber 
Services: Blocked Drains , Water leaks , Gas 
Fitting, Hot Water , Repairs and Mainte-
nance, Taps + Toilets
-  https://stoutsplumbingservices.com.au/

OUR SERVICES
Blocked Drains | Water leaks

Gas Fitting | Hot Water
Repairs and Maintenance

Taps + Toilets

stoutsplumbingservices.com.au
0477 477 768

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBER 

10% SENIORS 
DISCOUNT

http://www.aussieelectricalandplumbing.com.au/plumbing/
http://www.gregreidplumbing.com.au
http://www.hillsdistrictplumbing.au
http://pureplumbingpros.com.au
http://pureplumbingpros.com.au
http://www.reactiveplumbing.com.au
http://scottandsons.com.au
http://stoutsplumbingservices.com.au
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T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

Trades and 
Services

Ad space available for $59  
ex gst per monthly edition

WASHING MACHINE AND DRYER SERVICESTREE SERVICES

www.tyres4bikes.com.au

Unit 4/915 Old Northern Road 
DURAL 2158

PHONE: 02 9651 1668

Air Perfection  
Air Conditioning 
Sales, Service & Installation

0427 305 247
airperfection247@gmail.com

SENIORS DISCOUNT

ANC RENOVATIONS 
New Builds, Granny Flats, Extensions, Renovations, 

Kitchen, Bathroom & Laundry Renovation 

www.ancrenovations.com.au

20+ year experience

Call Neil on 0404 412 755 
(Builder L23317C)

Julian Parry
Director

Phone: 1300 887 417
Dip. Hort (Arboriculture) Level 5, 

Cert. Arboriculture, Dip. Horticulture
Dip. Landscape, Cert Landscape

Arboricultural Consultation
Tree & Stump Removal

Land Clearance
Specialist Tree Pruning

Fully Insured

CONTACT  : DECLAN  0499 217 689

STRUCTURAL  
CARPENTRY
REPAIR WORK
TERMITE DAMAGE
ADDITIONS
CARPENTRY FIT OUT

SPECIALISING IN:

CARPENTRY SERVICES
dds.carpentry@outlook.com
Licence No. 395104C

Justin Kim   

0433 233 203
www.hillsidepainting.com.au

 Interior / Exterior
  Residential / Commercial
  Water Pressure Washing

CALL NOW FOR THE BEST PRICE
Lic#264338C

 Texture
  Water Damage Repair
 Plaster Repair

Music Lessons
D U R A L

All ages  
and abilities

www.ignitemusic.com.au

BOOK YOUR FREE TRIAL TODAY! 
CALL 02 9651 5804

Repair and Renew. It’s what we do. 

Repair and Renew. It’s what we do. 

Hot and High Pressure  
Water Cleaning

Solar Panel Cleaning
Call Refurbish Group 0407 816 230
or email frank@refurbishgroup.com.au

ALL JOBS  QUOTED

PAT FEDELE
Professional Painter

Li
ce

ns
e 

R9
64

58

Local Licensed Painter in the 
Hills Shire for over 30 years - 

Fully Insured 

Free Quotes
0407 232 869

Local building team specialising in 
renovations, extensions, outdoor living  

and new builds!

Contact: adam@pragerbuilding.com.au  
or 0402 203 869 Lic no: 83655S

 

 

BATHROOM, LAUNDRY &  
INTERNAL RENOVATIONS

DECKS & PERGOLAS
Over 30 years of experience in  

building and renovations

0427 591 675
accounts@rjbc.com.au

Northside Washer Service
Washing Machine and Dryer
Repair and Sales
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

Graeme Shepherdson
Ph: 9457 9162
Mob: 0418 679 596

OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Speed Queen and Kleenmaid Authorised Agent

65.5mm

Rainfall
Rainfall recorded period  
16/04/25 to 
16/05/25 is

Peter’s 
BARBER SHOP
Galston  
9653 2782

Peter’s 
BARBER SHOP
Galston  
9653 2782

Galston Dry 
Cleaners

9/360 Galston Rd, Galston
Mob: 0425 888 077

Cleaning Wedding Gowns, Curtains, 
Doonas and Leathers

http://www.abcseamless.com.au
http://arborpride.com.au
http://www.hillsidepainting.com.au
http://www.ignitemusic.com.au
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C O M M U N I T Y  C O N T A C T S

Avicultural Society of NSW Inc.
Welcomes persons interested in  
Avicultural (bird keeping). The society 
holds monthly meetings which include 
presentations and talks on all aspects of 
bird keeping and breeding.

 Paul Henry 9872 464 or 0408 617 686
ALANON Family Group
Meets 8pm each Friday. Trying to live with 
someone who has a drinking problem? 
Come along to these meetings.

 Galston Community Health Centre
 9264 9255

Arcadia Community Hall
Available for functions. Inspections welcome.

 136 Arcadia Road, Arcadia
 9847 6504

Arcadia Galston Residents' Association
Membership is open to all adult residents/
ratepayers of postcode 2159.

 www.AGRA2159.com.au
Arcadian Quilters
Every 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesdays of each 
month at 9.30am.

 �Galston Community Health and 
Resource Centre

 Carole on 9894 7749
Association of Independent Retirees Ltd
Meetings are held on the first Friday of 
each month at 10am. 

 Yarrara Rd Pennant Hills
 John Guthrie on 9634 6727

Castle Hill Art Society
Monthly meetings and art demonstrations 
are every first Wed of each month at 7.30pm.

 155 Ridgecorp Drive, Castle Hill
 9899 3179

Circular Keys Chorus
Are always seeking would-be Divas. De-stress 
as you learn to sing acappella 4 part harmony 
with passionate CKC singers. Rehearsals in 
Castle Hill Wednesdays 7.30-10pm.

 Janet 9653 2959
 info@circularkeys.org
 www.circularkeys.org

Computer Pals for Seniors - The Hills
55 Plus? Take the first step to tech confidence 
today. Friendly monthly meetings 2nd 
Wednesday 10am at Harvey Lowe Pavillion; 
weekdays in school terms for training at the 
Old Caretakers Cottage, behind the Pavillion 
Theatre at Castle Hill Showground.

 0479 137 131
 www.cphills.org.au

Coonara Cherrybrook Probus Club
Meets at the Castle Hill Bowling Club 79 Castle 
Street, Castle Hill on 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at 10.30am. New members welcome.

 Sue 0419 994 948
 sueandjb@bigpond.com

Dural and District Historical Society Inc
Holds its lecture meetings on the 2nd 
Saturday of each month at 2pm in the Galston 
Uniting Church, School Road, Galston.

 �History Cottage, 412 Galston Road, 
Galston is open for research 4th Sunday 
of every month

 Michael Bell 9653 1365
Dural and District Prostate Cancer 
Support Group
We meet the 3rd Monday of every month. 
7:00pm for 7:15pm start.

 �Blue Gum Centre Glenhaven Green  
607 Old Northern Rd, Glenhaven

 �Graham 8677 7896 or 0402 421 060
Dural and Hills District Garden Club
Meetings at 8pm on 1st Wednesday of 
each month.

 �Mid Dural Fire Station, 57 Mid Dural Road
 Di Glasgow 0409 909 161
 duralgardenclub@yahoo.com.au

Dural-Glenorie Scouts
Joeys (aged 6–7 years), Cubs (aged 8– 
10 years) and Scouts (aged 11–15 years) 
meet weekly at the Scout Hall in Galston 
Road, Galston. Learn new skills, challenge 
yourself, experience outdoor activities, 
make new friends, have fun!

 Warren Payne 0419 280 967
Dural Mens Shed
Meets Thursday and Saturday 9am. 
Woodwork & Metalwork/Welding facilities.

 �Dural Sport and Leisure Centre corner 
Pellitt Lane and Kenthurst Rd

 Chris Thomas 0402 478 498
 www.duralmensshed.org

Friends of Fagan Park
Volunteer group actively preserving the 
remarkable rural history of Hornsby Shire. The 
Friends meet every Tuesday from 9am-4pm 
maintaining historic Netherby Cottage and its 
garden and also restoring farm machinery and 
implements to working order. Members of the 
public and new friends are always welcome! 
Open days are the 2nd Sunday of each month, 
1.30pm - 4.00pm, and other special occasions.

 Ian Browning 0419 435 475
 friendsoffaganpark3@gmail.com

Ferry Artists Gallery
For info on workshops & membership see 

 www.ferryartists.org
 �Old Northern Rd, Wisemans Ferry 2775
 02 4566 4385

Galston Area Residents’ Association Inc
Meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 
8pm (during school terms).
New members always welcome.

 �Galston Primary School Library,  
School Road, Galston

 0403 076 175
Galston Branch CWA
Meets on the second Wednesday of  
each month. New members are sure of a 
friendly welcome.

 Galston Community Health Centre
 �Patricia 0412 948 787 or  
Jann 0439 222 217

Galston Community Hall
37 Arcadia Rd, Galston available for 
functions, air-conditioned, inspections 
welcome. Bookings call 9847 6050.

 Galston Community Health Centre.  
This centre is an outreach of Hornsby and 
Ku-ring-gai Health Service and is situated at 
17 Arcadia Road, Galston (cnr of The Glade).

 9485 7599
Galston Garden Club
New members are always welcome. 
Meetings held at 7.30pm on the second 
Wednesday of every month.

 Galston Community Centre
 Lorraine Muscio 0448 478 161

Girl Guides
Is an exciting opportunity for girls to learn and 
develop life skills, meet new friends, enjoy the 
outdoors, make their own challenges, express 
their creativity and much more. Junior Guides 
(age 6-9) meet Thursdays 4.30-6pm at Galston 
Guide Hall and Guides (age 10-14) meet 
Thursdays 6-8pm at Annangrove Guide Hall.

 GalstonDM@girlguides-nswactnt.org.au
Glenorie Maroota Bioregional Forum
Meets at 7.30pm on the first Wednesday 
of each month. Let us know of your local 
environment and heritage concerns.

 Glenorie Community Hall
 Carolyn Hall carolyn@dhphc.com.au

Glenorie Memorial Hall
Available for Hire. Seats up to 120  
people. Tables and chairs available.  
Small kitchen/servery.

 Pat Schwartz 0419 321 276
Glenorie Progress Association
Meets 2nd Thursday of each month at 7pm.

 Glenorie RSL Club
 secretary@glenorieprogress.org.au
 0418 432 587

Glenorie Probus Club
This Club meets every 4th Wednesday at 
11.00am. New members are welcome.

 Glenorie RSL Club
 Wendy 9653 1022
 wendyireneblack@yahoo.com.au

Glenorie RSL Club
Glenorie RSL Sub-Branch meets on 2nd 
Tuesday of the month commencing at 7pm.

 Glenorie RSL Club
 Graham Bruce 0432 391 811

Gregoriana Arcadia
We welcome new members to join a 
community choir, Gregoriana Arcadia, 
dedicated to learning and singing the 
ancient, spiritual Gregorian music. It is sung 
in Latin and without accompaniment. No 
previous choir experience or knowledge of 
Latin is required, and there are no fees. We 
practise from 2-4pm on the second Saturday 
in the month, in the beautiful chapel.

 Bendictine Monastery, Arcadia
 Andrew: ajjhede@gmail.com

Hills Community Aid No Interest Loans 
up to $1,000
For whitegoods, furniture, computers, 
essential repairs etc.

 Hills Community Aid 9639 8620
 enq@hca.org.au
 www.hca.org.au

Hills Shire Garden Club
Meetings held on 3rd Monday of the  
month at 1pm.

 Barton Hall, David Rd, Castle Hill
 9624 5034

Hills Farmers’ and Gourmet Food Mkt
2nd Saturday of the month, 8am-12pm.

 Castle Hill Showground
 www.hawkesburyharvest.com.au

Hills District Pipe Band
Bagpipe band based in Castle Hill. Join to 
learn the bagpipes, snare drum or tenor 
drum, or enquire for gigs.

 Pipeband.hillsdistrict@gmail.com
 www.hillsdistrictpipeband.com

Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Four Wheel Drive Club
Is a family orientated club that meets on 
the second Tuesday of the month at 8pm.

 �Hornsby Heights Community Centre, 
Galston Road, Hornsby Heights

 www.hk4wd.com.au
Pennant Hills Photographic Club
Meets on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Mondays 
each month at 8pm.

 �Uniting Church Hall cnr Boundary Rd 
and Bellamy St, Pennant Hills

 www.phpc.org.au
Probus Club of the Hills
Is a mixed club which meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month (except January) at 
10am for 10.30am. New members welcome.

 The Galston Club
 Bob 9624 8954 or Ken 9629 6459

Probus Club of Round Corner
Now has vacancies for new members. 
Join our club and enjoy new friendships, 
interesting meetings and a large variety of 
activities e.g. Walking Group; Mah-Jong 
Group; Theatre Group; Tennis Group; 
plus overseas and extended local tours 
and local day trips. We meet on the 2nd 
Monday of the month at 9.30am for 10am. 
We look forward to you joining with us.

 Galston Club 19 Arcadia Rd, Galston
 �All enquiries to The Secretary, 
PO Box 822, Round Corner. 2158 or 
come one month as a visitor.

Rotary Club of Greater Hills
New members welcome. Meets every 1st 
& 3rd Monday of the month at 6.30pm for 
7.00pm. Join us and help make a difference 

through our local and international projects. 
Enjoy the fellowship of fellow Rotarians in our 
many and varied projects and social activities.

 The Galston Club
 Annette 0437 148 126
 �membership@greaterhillsrotary.org.au

Rowland Village Workshop Club
Invites enquiries about the Club from 
members of the wider community who are 
55 and over years of age.

 Michael Bell 9653 1365
Soroptimist International of  
The Hills District Inc
Meets at 6.30 on the 3rd Wed of the month.

 �Crestwood Community Centre 
Baulkham Hills

 04 3583 7118
Social Dance Workshops
Old time contemporary, set and couple 
dances. Specialising in Australian, Irish 
and Scottish Folk Dance. Beginners and 
experienced dancers. $7.

 �Pennant Hills Community Centre, 
Yarrara Road.

 Wilma 0413 673 339
Still Creek Landcare Group
Have a say and help in the future of our 
catchments in Galston, Arcadia and 
Berrilee. We meet at 7.30pm on the 2nd 
Thursday of each month.

 www.StillCreekLandcare.com.au
 StillCreekLandcare@iinet.net.au
 Nick 9653 2056

The Hills Trefoil Guild (Guides NSW)
The Trefoil Guild is the adult section of 
Guiding which links Members, former 
Members; female Members of the Scout 
Association; and women who have not 
been Guides but are prepared to make the 
Guide Promise. Our meetings are held on 
the 3rd Friday of the month commencing 
at 10am, concluding approx 12.45pm.

 Guide Hall, Bounty Ave, Castle Hill
 Evelyn 02 9634 4987

The Shed Studio - Arcadia
Womens Shed held on third Thursday 
of the month 10-12. Different creative 
projects each month.

 The Shed Studio on FB
 Suzanne 0419 603 122

Wanderers Bushwalking and Outdoors Club
We have frequent bushwalks, city walks 
and social activities. Meetings on 2nd 
Tuesday each month at 8pm.

 �Crestwood Community Centre, 
Crestwood Drive, Baulkham Hills

 John Harris 0423 167 467
 �www.bushwalkingnsw.org.au/wanderers

CHURCHES
Christ Church
Has a service at 9.30am every Sunday 
morning. You are most welcome to join us.

 26 Pitt Town Road, Kenthurst
 Rev. Chris Baxter 0423 119 13

Dural Salvation Army
1st Tuesday of the month at 10am for an 
informal worship service. Everyone welcome.

 �277 New Line Road Dural  
(entry from Old Northern Road)

 0405 560 211
Galston Uniting Church
Service times 10.00am. Children’s 
programmes KUCA for children K-6, each 
Friday of the school term 5.00 to 6.30pm. 
#ThePower (Youth Group) for those in high 
school. Fridays of the school term 7.00pm 
to 8.30pm. CRAFT group Thursdays of the 
school term from 12noon to 4.00pm.  
OVER 55’s for seniors 2nd Monday of each 
month from 10am to 12noon. Other groups 
of interest: Men’s Choir, Ladies Choir.

 church office 9653 2039
 11 School Road Galston

Galston Seventh Day Adventist Church
Every Saturday 9.30am to 10.45am Bible 
Study, 11am to 12noon Church Service.

 49 Arcadia Rd Galston
 �Minister Steve Belson 0438 459 223

Glenorie Community Church
Pentecostal and Evangelical – meets  
every Sunday at 10.00am. Ladies meeting 
at 10.30am last Tuesday of every month. 
All welcome.

 1507 Old Northern Road, Glenorie
 �Pr Valich 0420 602 989 
Church 9652 0577

Glenorie Mission Church
Sunday Service 10:00am.

 �1409 Old Northern Road 
(Cnr Muscios Rd), Glenorie

 0414 584 303 or 0411 422 236
St. Columb’s Anglican Church
1st Sunday of the month 9.30 am.  
All welcome.

 9651 1119
St Benedict’s Catholic Parish
Mass at Monastery 7am every morning.

 121 Arcadia Road, Arcadia
Mass at the Parish Church 7pm Saturday, 
9am and 10:30am Sunday.

 �Cnr Fagans Rd and Arcadia Rd
 �9653 2312 or Parish Priest  
Fr Shansana 0437 884 233

St Judes Anglican
Service Times: 8am Traditional; 10am 
Contemporary with Sunday Kids and Yr 5-9 
Teen group; 6pm Evening church for youth 
and parents. ‘Epic’ kids club and Youth 
Group – Fridays (see website for details).

 Galston and Old Northern Rd, Dural
 9651 1119

St Madeleine’s Catholic Church
Mass times Mon-Fri 9.15am Sat 5.30pm 
Sun 8am,10am and 5.30pm.

 28 Annangrove Rd Kenthurst

Asquith Indoor Carpet Bowls
Meets every Tuesday at 9.30-12.30pm.

 �Mt Colah Community Centre,  
Pierre Close, Mt Colah

 Jenny 9477 1855
Dural Country Club Bowling Clubs
New members are welcome.  
Free lessons are available to men and 
women wishing to learn lawn bowls and 
meet a new social network.

 0421 315 074 or 0411 375 580
Dural Country Club
Fishing Club meet at Dural Country 
Club on the 4th Tuesday of the month 
at 7:30pm. Activities include a monthly 
offshore charter, estuary and open fishing, 
organised short stay holidays and great 
social BBQ’s. New members welcome.

 �Murray 0407 950 939 or  
Bruce 0428 970 439

Dural Rugby Club
 efl86029@bigpond.net.au
 0412 230 328
 http://dural.rugbynet.com.au

Galston Glenorie Amateur Fishing Club
Meets 1st Wednesday of each month at 
7.30pm. The meeting has a raffle at 7pm 
with lots of prizes and every meeting has a 
guest speaker.

 The Galston Club
 �Lachlan 0438 801 170 or  
Warren 0416 061 428

Glenorie District Cricket Club
Cricket Season runs from Mid September 
until March each year.

 �Amanda Fraser 0411 293 499
 �Glenoriedcc@gmail.com
 �Les Shore Oval, Old Northern Rd 
Glenorie NSW 2157

If you are organising or running a playgroup in the local area, please let us know. We 
would like to help you promote your playgroup, and also let our new mums know what 
groups are open in the area.

Please send your Playgroup location and meeting days/hours to:  
editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au

• GLENORIE

Located at Les Shore Oval playground, every Thursday (weather permitting) 9.30am 
onwards. The kids can play whilst the adults chat. Bring allergy friendly snacks to share 
and a picnic rug. A great informal setting to meet some locals.

• LEARNING BLOCKS

Dural, Level 1, 242 New Line Rd Dural at Learning Blocks Dural. It is open to the public 
free of charge. Hills Playgroup takes place every Mondays restarting from July 6 
between 10am-12pm. It’s fun, informal and a great way to socialise.

• KENTHURST

Thursdays, during school terms, 9.30am til 11.30am at the Literary Institute.  
131-135 Kenthurst Rd, Kenthurst.

• GALSTON

Galston Kids Playgroup is located in the lower room of the Galston Community Health 
Centre. We have a fully stocked indoor/outdoor play area with sandpit, cubby, ride-on toys, 
craft supplies and more!

Sessions span over a couple of hours and are unstructured, providing lots of time for 
kids to play while adults chat.

Bring your own morning tea (nut-free). New members are very welcome to drop in; 
the first two visits are free.

Email galstonkidsplaygroup@gmail.com for info about current session times, or ask 
at the Galston Community Health Centre office.

• PLAYTIME AT THE CENTRE DURAL

Thursday’s 9:30-11:30am during school terms. Playtime is a welcoming group for 
children aged between 0-5 and their parents.

We have lots of playtime, craft and singing. You are welcome to just turn up on the 
day. Contact us on 8989 0000 for more information. Located at 1 Pellitt Lane, Dural.

• MUSIC AND PLAY

Dural Salvation Army, 277 New Line Road Dural (entry from Old Northern Road)
Wednesdays during school term. 10am-11.30am.
Qualified Music Therapist with a planned themed morning of music, craft and playtime.
A great way to meet more local families. For more information please phone 9651 3456.

ARCADIA PUBLIC SCHOOL 
140 ARCADIA ROAD 

ARCADIA 
  

  

CALLING ALL

LOCAL SPORTS 
ASSOCIATIONS

Glenorie Social Golf Club
Plays monthly.

 �www.glenoriersl.com.au
 Stephen Osborne 0416 546 789

Galston Equestrian Club
New Members are always welcome. 
Training/Competition days held on the  
2nd and 4th Sunday of each month.

 �Rural Sports Facility Centre off 
Mansfield Road

 Liz 0409 992 920
 www.galstonequestrianclub.org.au

Galston Netball Club
 �secretary.galstonnetballclub@gmail.com
 www.galstonnc.nsw.netball.com.au

Hills AUSSI Masters Swimming Club
Adults 18 years to 80+ are welcome to swim 
with us every Tuesday at 7pm. Whether you 
want to swim laps for competition, fitness, 
or simply fun and friendship.

 Hornsby Aquatic Centre
 Di 0418 432 587

Hills Hawks Football Club
 Ian Robertson 0418 211 131
 �president.hillshawksfc@gmail.com

Hills Hawks Softball Club
Our competition is held during the summer 
season (September to March, excluding 
school holidays). We welcome new members!

 Hayes Park, Galston
 hillshawks.softball.org.au

Hills Pumas Football Club
 Sarah Sumskas 0430 883 385
 registrar@hillspumasfc.com.au

Tennis/Squash Social Group
Looking for new players.

 9847 6050
 tennisandsquash@live.com.au

Tennis Court for Hire Galston
Available Day or Night.

 Rear of Galston Community Hall
 Jane 9847 6050

Tennis Court for Hire Glenorie
Available Day or Night.

 Les Shore Reserve
 0404 600 460



Thinking of selling?

Looking for the highest price with a trustworthy agent?
For the best advice and local exerptise, reach out today.

Carolyn Wheatley | 0407 120 483
carolyn.wheatley@belleproperty.com

NOW REGISTERED! 
NOW SELLING!

4778 Old Northern Road, Maroota

‘Essex Close’ the perfect platform to build your dream!

For further information call Carolyn.

http://belleproperty.com.au

