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FESTIVALFESTIVAL
April 6th 2025

11:00 am
Galston Recreation reserve  

(opposite Galston High School)

see more details on page 8...

More Shopping Choices!

Harris Farm Market - 
Round Corner 
NOW OPEN

After months of looking at the sign  
that says Opening Early 2025,  
the Harris Farm Market store at  
Round Corner is now open. This will 
clearly affect locally owned Three 
Brothers Fresh and other local farm 
shop outlets, but it does increase 
residents' choice. It's always good to 
share your support where possible.

Lawn and Garden Machinery

Locals may have also noticed that Galston Mowers have opened next to the Persimmon 
Place in the old Waddell's Shed on Galston Road (read about them on page 9). The Galston 
Feedshed has moved into the same location, but at the back of the shed. Additionally Chains 
Mowers  have opened opposite Quarry Road at Dural.  Chains Mowers have been trading 
since 1982  at their Vineyard store.

We also welcome the opening of the 

PERSIMMON PLACE CAFE
story on page 2

http://www.nobletreeservices.com.au
http://www.marstonliving.com.au
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Contact
James

(02) 9476 3411   hornsby@parliament.nsw.gov.au   
  PO Box 1687, Hornsby Westfield NSW 1635

Authorised by James Wallace MP. Funded using parliamentary entitlements.

James can help you by
•  Representing you in the NSW Parliament

•  Assisting you to access State services

•  Communicating your issues to the relevant Ministers

•  Organising Justice of the Peace applications

• Recognising Community Achievements

James Wallace MP
Member for Hornsby

The Persimmon Place 
to open new Cafe

The Persimmon Place located at 375 Galston Road, Galston 
will be opening a brand new café scheduled to start trading 
on the 18th March.
The Café will be operated by the same owners as S.a.l.t. Café in 
Round Corner, Dural and is a welcome addition to the popular  
Farm Gate Store.

Follow them on FB to keep up to date

https://www.facebook.com/ThePersimmonPlace/

Heard
 Grapevine

ON THE

Eagle eyed viewers have spotted a few familiar locations in 
the latest Wiggles music videos. Their country music themed 
You Tube clips appear to have been filmed at various locations 
including Australiana Pioneer Village, Bella Vista Homestead and 
Netherby Cottage & Museums at Fagan Park. In one of the clips 
you can distinctly see the whole Wiggles Troupe boot scooting on 
top of the covering of the old well at Netherby! Check them out 
and see what else you can spot!
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The Galston, Glenorie & Hills Rural Community News  
prides itself on reporting about a variety of local topics and issues,  

covering news, features, sports, entertainment and the arts,  
community contributions, and much more.

We are interested in local stories from: Arcadia, Berrilee, Berowra Waters, 
Cattai, Canoelands, Dural, Fiddletown, Forest Glen, Galston, Glenorie, 
Maraylya, Maroota, Middle Dural, South Maroota & Wisemans Ferry.
To submit a story idea, an editorial or a community contribution,  

please email: editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au
Please send stories in editable text (word or email) not in PDF. 

MAXIMUM words 500.
Copy to be received by 15th of the month.

We love to hear from our community.

Karen Taylor
Advertising

0487 111 868
advertising@galstoncommunity.com.au

Karlene Brummer
Editorial

editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au

Accounts
accounts@galstoncommunity.com.au

Diana Paton
Publisher

 0408 011 193
diana@adelphi.net.au

Ads/Artwork/Design
info@galstoncommunity.com.au

Material appearing in this magazine is subject to copyright and may not be reproduced  
without the written consent of the publisher. Every effort is made to ensure accuracy of all 
information in this publication however no responsibility is accepted by the publisher for the 
content of offers made by advertisers or editorial comment. The publisher reserves the right  
to alter, omit or change editorials and advertisements.
The Galston, Glenorie and Hills Rural Community News is a published by Adelphi Printing  
Pty Ltd, Magazine Design by Adelphi Design and Print www.adelphi.net.au.  
Enquiries quotes@adelphi.net.au

C om muni t y  n e w s
G A L S T O N ,  G L E N O R I E  &  H I L L S  R U R A L

PO BOX 149 GLENORIE NSW 2157

HELP AND INFORMATION SERVICES
General Emergencies 000 Lifeline (24 hours) 13 11 14
Energy Australia Energy 13 13 88 Poisons Information Line 13 11 26
Hornsby Hospital 9477 9123 Police - Hornsby 9476 9799
Hills Shire Council 9843 0555 Police - Castle Hill 9680 5399
Hornsby Shire Council 9847 6666 Sydney Water 13 20 90
Endeavour Energy (Outages) 13 10 03

LOCAL RURAL FIRE SERVICES
(Station phones are unmanned and will operate answer phone services only.  
Call 000 for Emergencies)

Hills Rural Fire Service District Office 9658 9000
Hornsby Rural Fire Service District Office 9883 2000
Arcadia Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain MIKE MELIS 0409 606 786
Galston Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain MATT WHITE 0407 390 955
Glenorie Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain DANE JOHANSEN 0457 596 283
Hillside Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain ANDREW BAILDON 9652 2245
Middle Dural Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain MORRIE MAAIT 0412 267 567

IMPORTANT LOCAL INFORMATION

LOCAL JP’s
Mary Ord, Glenorie - 0400 363 563
Julia Billyard and Darren Bonaccordo, Elude Games, Galston - 8005 0077
Vicki Brownless - 0423 727 826 (South Maroota area)
Cherrybrook Shopping Village, Shepherds Drive, every Saturday morning  
10:00 AM to noon.
There will be a JP at Dural Library Wednesdays between 1:00 PM and 3:00 PM.  
Also available at Cherrybrook Shopping Village, 10:00 AM to 12:00 noon  
Saturdays. Contact Jane 0427 998 004.

Frames�&�All
Custom�Picture�Framing

ABN Number: 91 127 973 813

Dural
&

Surrounds

Carin Naudé
04 1516 8810

framesandall@gmail.com

A picture without a frame is like a body without a soul

Frames�&�All
Custom�Picture�FramingFrames�&�All

Custom�Picture�Framing

Dural Tyrepower, 236 Newline Road
Telephone: 9651 4000  

www.tyrepower.com.au
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All mAjoR TyRe bRANDs including 4wd

bRAke, suspeNsioN & sTeeRiNg RepAiRs

bATTeRies

mAg wheels

TyRes AND RepAiRs for cars, Trucks, mowers, 
TracTors, forklifTs, bobcaTs & earThmovers

RoAD AND fARm seRvice oN siTe

Dural Tyrepower
236a Newline Rd, Dural

Ph: 9651 4000
E-mail: dural@tyrepower.com.au

www.tyrepower.com.auDural Tyrepower, 236 Newline Road
Telephone: 9651 4000  

www.tyrepower.com.au
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GET MORE

CUSTOMERS
Today a growing number of people search online  

for products and services.  

IS YOUR BUSINESS TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THESE SEARCHES?
IF NOT, GIVE US A CALL, MESSAGE OR EMAIL US.

We will meet with you, review your business and design  
a campaign to take advantage of these online opportunities.

We can also run ad campaigns on Facebook,  
Bing, Linkedin and other online platforms.

We are

 0408 011 193 • 0410 400 098   info@kintye.com.au   www.kintye.com.au

WITH GOOGLE ADS

http://www.tyrepower.com.au
http://www.kintye.com.au
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continues on page 5...

Off-leash Dog Parks – 
across our Shires
BY KARLENE BRUMMER

Dog ownership is extremely high in both 
the Hornsby & Hills Shire Council areas, 
with around one in four households 
having a canine companion in the family.  
However, not everyone has the luxury  
of a ¼ acre block (or more) for their 
furry friend to frolic freely – and gone 
are the days when the neighbourhood 
mutts roamed the streets without  
fear or favour – only going back home  
at dinnertime!

Dogs need exercise and stimulation to be at 
their happy best, and judging from the amount 
of people you can see in and around Galston 
walking their pets, this information is probably 
a ‘no brainer!’ there is a myriad of reasons 
why people visit off-leash dog parks, and the 
increase of such facilities across both the 
Hornsby & Hills Shire areas is a testament  
to the need.

According to Hornsby Council’s  
Off-leash Dog Park Strategy document, 
(adopted in June 2021), “Dog ownership is 
not evenly distributed across Hornsby Shire. 
Higher rates of dog ownership are recorded 
in suburban areas such as Cherrybrook, 
Berowra/Berowra Heights and Mount Colah 
where low density housing types are most 
common. Increased housing density in 
Hornsby’s urban centres and the rise in 
apartment living mean that space available for 
exercising dogs in backyards is decreasing in 
some parts of the Shire. As private space is 
becoming smaller, the use of public space for 
dog socialisation and recreation is becoming 
increasingly important. Ownership rates are 
generally lower in high density areas such 
as Waitara however, the NSW government 
introduced legislation in November 2016/18 
which makes pet ownership possible for many 
people living in strata buildings and there is an 
expectation that pet ownership may increase 
due to this legislative change. These factors 
combine to create an increased demand 
for public spaces in which to exercise pets. 
Demand for off-leash dog parks is greatest  
in urban and suburban areas where people  
rely heavily on public open space to exercise 
their dogs. Accordingly, the majority of 
Council’s off-leash dog parks are located in  
the more heavily populated southern areas of 
the Shire where demand is greatest”.

The latest Off-leash park 
to open in the Hornsby Shire 
catchment, is a little different, 
as it is positioned within the 
grounds of our very own  
Fagan Park, prompting 
some people from the 
community to second 
guess the need for 
it at this site. One of 
the major reasons 
for the location is the fact that 
Fagan Park is visited by so many 
people from out of area who like 
to bring their dogs and enjoy the  
wide open space and beautiful 
scenery. I spoke to dog owner, 
John, who visits with his two 
pooches several times a week and 
drives from Glenhaven. He enjoys 
walking his dogs on leash, but now 
that there is somewhere to let them 
run freely he likes to add this extra 
little bonus to his routine. He enjoys the social 
aspects of meeting other dog owners, and it 
gives his own two a chance to socialise with 
new furry friends. John’s one small critique 
about the site is that it can become quite hot 
at certain times of the day, until the shade 
from trees finally settles in the afternoon.

DOG PARK RULES & ETIQUETTE
Before you decide to take your best friend  
to an off-leash park, remember that there  
are several guidelines that must be  
adhered to. Every Council may have a few 
different regulations, so make sure you check 
out the relevant ones to the park you wish  
to visit. For example, these are the parameters 
from Hornsby Shire Council:
• Keep your dog in sight at all times;
• Make sure your dog is under control  

by voice;
• Pick up and dispose of all waste correctly;
• Do not let your dog rush at or harass other 

dogs and people;
• Keep your dog on a lead until it is inside  

the fenced area and put it back on a lead 
before leaving.

It is also a good idea to treat your dog as you 
would taking a child to the local playground.

Stay off your phone so you can see your 
dog at all times. Not seeing him/her poop 
because you were texting someone won’t cut 
the mustard with other visitors. This will also 

ensure that you are aware of 
any changes in your (or other 
peoples’ dogs) behaviour.

Practice your voice 
commands and recalls - this  
is an ideal time to put them  

into action.
Avoid taking too  

many treats or toys 
to reduce the risk of 

possessive behaviour.
If taking a throwing ball,  

make sure it stays within the 
fenced area. The fence height 
at Fagan Park off-leash is the 
minimum required height for a 
dog park and is 1.2m. Large dogs 
COULD jump the fence if you don’t 
have control over them.

So, finally it’s time to decide if you 
want to let Fido free in an Off-leash 
Dog Park.

The Pluses:
• They promote exercise and mental 

stimulation so your dog can engage in 
better behaviours

• They foster Socialization, where your dog 
learns how to react to different types of dogs

• Encourages training reinforcement so  
your dog learns to listen in high  
distraction environments

• Community building and getting to know 
your neighbourhood dogs as well as your 
neighbouring peeps!

The Minuses:
• Dog parks may spread parasites, such as 

canine flu or giardia
• Unvaccinated dogs are at a higher risk of 

contracting diseases
• Dog fights may cause injuries which  

also result in long-term reactive or  
anxious behaviours

• Introverted dogs may not actually want to 
exercise at parks and become overwhelmed

Designated off-leash or free run areas are 
located at the following reserves:
Off-Leash Dog Parks | The Hills Shire Council
• Balcombe Heights Reserve,  

Seven Hills Road, Baulkham Hills  
(within the fenced area)

• Bernie Mullane Sports Complex, Marella 
Ave, Kellyville (within the fenced area)



Galston  
CWA News

With the start of the new year,  
the members of Galston CWA look  
forward to continuing our commitment, 
supporting and assisting those in need.

Here at the planning meeting we are excited  
at the prospect of creating handicrafts  
and cooking, learning new skills and sharing 
knowledge in the Galston community.

Our meetings are on the second Wednesday 
of the month, and visitors are welcome.

For any information please call
Anne 0404 228 209 or Patricia 0412 948 787
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Celebrate 
Seniors  
Festival 
2 - 16 March 2025  

in The Hills Shire 

The Hills Shire Council 
is offering FREE events 
and activities including 
a movie screening,  
Tai Chi, aqua aerobics, 
an expo with service 
providers, and more.

For more details scan  
the QR code or visit  

www.thehills.nsw.gov.au  
and search Seniors Festival

• Colbarra Place Reserve,  
Colbarra Place, West Pennant Hills  
(within the fenced area)

• Connie Lowe Reserve, Adelphi Street,  
Rouse Hill (within the fenced area)

• Coolong Reserve, Coolong Street,  
Castle Hill (within the fenced area)

• Crestwood Reserve, Peel Road,  
Baulkham Hills (within the fenced area)

• Castle Hill Showground  
(lower dog arenas) - please note lower 
dog arenas to be generally off-leash for all 
dogs at all times. However when formal 
training or competitions organised by 
Clubs or Associations are taking place, 
only participating dogs may be off-leash.

• Indwarra Avenue Reserve in  
North Kellyville. Just 200m north of  
North Kellyville Square shopping centre. 
Ideal for smaller dogs.

• Parraweena Avenue Reserve,  
Parraweena Ave, Baulkham Hills  
(between the hours of 4pm and 7pm, 
seven days per week)

• Rutherford Avenue Reserve,  
Rutherford Avenue, North Kellyville  
(within the fenced area)

Fenced off-leash areas
There are eight existing dedicated off-leash 
areas in Hornsby Shire:
• Asquith Park, Rotherwood Ave, Asquith

• Crossroads Reserve, corner Turner and 
Berowra Waters Rds, Berowra Heights

• Greenway Park, Shepherds Drive, 
Cherrybrook

• Fagan Park, Arcadia Rd, Galston
• Hunt Reserve, Mount Colah
• Rofe Park, Galston Rd, Hornsby Heights
• Ruddock Park, Eucalyptus Drive, Westleigh
• Dawson Avenue Parkland, Dawson Ave, 

Thornleigh

All the areas are fully fenced with double  
gate entrances and have waste bins,  
dog waste bags and water.

Note: Hornsby Dog Training Club has 
exclusive use of Rofe Park on Sunday from 
12:30pm to 4:30pm. No other dogs will be 
allowed on the park during this time frame.

Unfenced off-leash area
The site at Lyne Rd Reserve,  
Cheltenham, has water, waste bags and  
a bin, but no fence.

Shared off-leash areas
Two other shared sites are available.
• Epping Oval, Norfolk Rd, Epping
• Ron Payne Reserve, Woods St,  

North Epping

At both of these sites dogs are  
NOT PERMITTED during organised sport  
and games or maintenance activities.

LANDSCAPING | CONCRETING | EXCAVATING 
KERBING | ASPHALT | POOLS | DESIGN 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

... WHEN QUALITY MATTERS

• RURAL • COMMERCIAL
• RESIDENTIALbluetonguelandscapes.com.au0407 700 478 or 0411 522 575 @bluetongue.landscapes
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232552C
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from page 4...
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Real Estate Matters
Confidence, Cuts and Opportunity
As we head into 2025 with a much-awaited interest rate 
decrease and further rate cuts anticipated to follow,  
this gives buyers, sellers and the property market as a  
whole greater confidence and relief. Whether the reserve  
bank makes the next rate cuts or not, the major banks will,  
as whoever reduces their rates will enjoy the lion share  
of the lending.

News of this first rate reduction whilst minimal is already showing 
signs of the activity to come with more buyers entering the market 
giving sellers a greater opportunity to achieve better sale prices.

Locally, the Hills District continues to offer great potential with 
family lifestyle properties. While Sydney’s broader housing market  
is expected to see a moderate increase of 4-6% in prices,  
we’re witnessing some distinct trends in our local area.

CoreLogic’s Head of Research, Eliza Owen, said “economic recovery 
in late 2024 has laid the groundwork for increased buyer activity in 
the year ahead.” Principal of Lumby Real Estate, Kate Lumby added 
“factoring interest rates, migration trends and an election for those 
looking for a new home, this year presents a unique opportunity”.

Residential properties that saw a softening at the tail end of last 
year are in demand with a shortage of supply. While the acreage and 

lifestyle properties have held well, the days on market have been 
extended to find the right buyer match that recognises the value.  
With an increase in listings and an influx of property expected to  
come to market in March and April more options are available for 
sellers with increased market activity.

There is a window for buyers looking to jump from the residential 
into acreage before these lifestyle properties become out of reach  
for many, with a steady rise in prices expected.

Now could be the right time to make a move, bringing fresh 
opportunities and the perfect chance to embrace an exciting change 
in lifestyle. Whether you're looking to upgrade, downsize, or find your 
dream property, now is the time to start planning.

If you want to make 2025 the year you turn your property goals  
into reality. Contact Lifestyle Property Specialist Kate Lumby Principal  
of Lumby Real Estate 0414 620 222.

ADVERTORIAL

CONVENIENT & SAFE UNDER COVER PARKING BELOW ALDI
Follow us on

Shop 2A/346 Galston Road, Galston 2159  
Ph 9653 1146    Fax 9653 2825  

Open 7 Days

Come in and see our friendly staff at Galston Village 
Pharmacy for a professional and caring attitude  

toward your health. We will be happy to advise you  
on appropriate treatment for your medical  

conditions and general well-being!

EXTENDED TRADING HOURS  
NOW OPEN 8am – 7pm | Monday- Friday

Just in time  
for Summer
Snake bite bandages with 
tension indicator, this is a 
heavyweight conforming 
bandage which is used

In the treatment of snake bites, 
funnel web spiders, blue ringed 
octopus and cone shell.

RRP $14.99
10cmx10.5m when stretched

Snake bite kit
These compact kits come in a durable soft pack 
bag that can be worn on the belt, take camping,  
in your car and home. Contains everything you 
need to respond to an emergency

Kit includes:
2 snake bite indicator bandages 10cmx4m
1 first aid leaflet
1 triangular bandage
1 low adherent dressing 5x5cm

ALSO LARGER KIT AVAILABLE $54.99
RRP $21.99

Real Estate S ince 1968

Kate Lumby  0414 620 2229651 2788 | www.lumby.com.au

For 
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Auction

For 
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For 
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17-19 Harris Road, Dural

Lot 2, 93 Fairway Drive, Kellyville

17 Tooloom Close, North Kellyville
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3382 Old Northern Road, Glenorie

3340 Old Northern Road, Glenorie

194 McClymonts Road, Kenthurst

Real Estate Since 1968

http://www.galstonvillagepharmacy.com.au
http://www.lumby.com.au
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On display will be the latest resort style developments as well as established villages 
from many different organisations. All offering a wide range of services & facilities, 

sizes, prices and locations, all under one roof with free admission. 

www.retirementexpo.com.au

Northern Sydney & Central Coast 
Retirement Village & Resort Expo

Sunday 23rd & Monday 24th March 2025 | 10am-3pm daily 
Hornsby RSL Club, 4 High St Hornsby | FREE ADMISSION

Wonderful 
opportunity to 
ask questions 

and gather 
information

With assistance from Galston High School, Galston and 
Glenorie Rural news and Bendigo Bank, we will be running the 
festival again this year.

Plans are afoot to include a slide, water feature and obstacle course. 
Coffee, BBQ and cold drinks will also be available.
As with the last event, there will be a short course available for younger 
children and those with disabilities.

Tickets can be purchased via Trybooking. Search their website for 
colour and foam run at Galston on April 6th.
Tickets may also be purchased on the day.
Tickets are $15 for children between six and eighteen, $20 for adults 
and $50 for a team of four. Children under six are free.

Put the detail in your calendar: 11 am on April 6th at  
Galston Recreation reserve (opposite Galston High school)

Come along and join in the fun!

Our spectacular 
colour and foam run 
is back on again!
11 am on April 6th at Galston Recreation 
reserve (opposite Galston High school)

ROTARY CLUB OF GREATER HILLS

COLOUR RUN FESTIVAL

http://www.retirementexpo.com.au
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• Whipper Snippers
• Hedgers
• Blowers Chainsaws
• Push Mowers
•  Bush Ranger utilizing both Honda 

and Maruyama Japanese Engine 
• Stock Water Pumps
• Log splitters
• Woodchippers

0473 871 336

Manufactured and imported from the USA!
Your locally owned and operated Mower Repair shop
Working with the Waddells Mick & Warren

377 GALSTON ROAD GALSTON

NEW STOCKIST FOR 2025   
include Makita outdoor  

equipment with a full battery range 

ON
SITE REPAIRS  BY QUALIFIED OWNER

WWW.GALSTONMOWERSCENTRE.COM.AU

SPECIALISTS  SPECIALISTS  

IN IN REDMAXREDMAX  and and 

DIXIE CHOPPER!DIXIE CHOPPER!    
SPECIALISTSSPECIALISTS    

ININ  REDMAXREDMAX  andand  

DIXIE CHOPPER!DIXIE CHOPPER!    

HORSE FLOAT &  
TRAILER REPAIRS
RESTORATIONS AND REPAIRS

ALL MODELS ALL AGES

0409 861 607
HORSEFLOATANDTRAILERREPAIRS.COM.AU

128 CATTAI RIDGE ROAD,  
GLENORIE, 2157

info@horsefloatandtrailerrepairs.com.au

GENERAL WELDING  
FREE QUOTES  

ALL AREAS

&

 T R A I L E R  R E PA I R S

HORSE
FLOAT

Simon McKenzie, the director, has over 10 years of 
experience in the agriculture machinery industry.
He began his career as an apprentice with Hills District Farm 
Equipment in 2010 and later qualified as a motor vehicle mechanic 
at Hornsby Nissan. In 2015, Simon returned to the agricultural 
machinery industry, driven by his passion for working on smaller, 
more intricate machines.

Simon's wealth of experience and expertise will assist you 
purchase the right machine for your needs.

It also means repairs are done right.

Both Simon and his wife Johanna are local residents and 
committed to providing great service to their local community.
Drop in to see them for all your mower needs.

• RedMax
• Dixie Chopper
• BushRanger

• Makita OPE
• Kawasaki-Kohler-Briggs
• Stockist for most major brands

BRANDS STOCKED INCLUDE:

Galston Mower 
Centre
Offers Everything You Need 
for Your Mower Needs

 

 

BATHROOM, LAUNDRY &  
INTERNAL RENOVATIONS

DECKS & PERGOLAS
Over 30 years of experience in  

building and renovations

0427 591 675
accounts@rjbc.com.au

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

http://www.galstonmowercentre.com.au


10 Galston Community News | M A R C H 2025 Read online at www.galstoncommunity.com.au

FIREARMS SEIZED
A 74-year-old South Maroota resident faces 
several charges after police discovered multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition at his 
property.

Police responded to calls from neighbours 
on the evening of Saturday, November 9th who 
alleged the 74-year-old fired a shotgun in his 
backyard, causing distress to nearby residents.

When police arrived they secured the area 
and conducted a thorough investigation. The 
man (who is not a firearms licence holder) 
was allegedly found in possession of multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition. 
Additionally, prohibited drugs were discovered 
on the premises.

He was arrested and taken to Castle Hill 
police station. He faces multiple charges, 
including unauthorized possession and use of 
firearms, possession of unregistered firearms, 
failure to safely store firearms, possession of 
ammunition without a license, and possession 
and supply of prohibited drugs.  He was given 
strict bail to attend Parramatta Local Court next 
month.

Police thanked community members and 
reminded the public about the NSW Firearms 
Amnesty, asking that all unregistered firearms 
are surrendered.

FRAUDSTER CAUGHT
A man is due to face court charged with nearly 
30 fraud-related offences spanning the Sydney 
area following his arrest at Quakers Hill on 
Tuesday, 12th November.

In the past six months, 28 incidents have 
been reported to police, where elderly victims 
were targeted by persons posing as bank 
officials. They have been allegedly tricked into 
believing their bank accounts and credit cards 
have been compromised.

On each occasion, elderly victims have been 
instructed to place their credit cards into an 
envelope and leave it in their letter box, along 
with their PIN numbers.

The cards were collected and allegedly used 
across greater Sydney to make purchases and 
cash withdrawals from ATMs.

Detectives from Riverstone Police Area 
Command commenced an investigation and 
identified offences using this method occurred 
in Riverstone, Kuring Gai, North Shore and Blue 
Mountains Police Area Commands.

Following inquiries, on Tuesday 12 
November 2024, investigators attended a unit 
at Walker Street, Quakers Hill, and arrested a 
22-year-old man.

Police later executed a search warrant at
the premises and seized a number of items 
relevant to the investigation.

The man was taken to Riverstone Police 
Station where he was charged with 28 offences: 
dishonestly obtain financial advantage by 
deception (27 counts) and recklessly deal with 
proceeds of crime.

Police allege that the frauds exceeded 
$65,000. Riverstone Police Area Command 
Crime Manager, Detective Inspector Meagan 

Finlay said the arrest was the result of an 
extensive investigation across numerous 
commands which resulted in identifying an 
offender targeting elderly people.”

Police would like to use this incident 
to remind the public to take the following 
precautions to reduce the risk of being 
scammed by cold-callers:
 • If you receive a threatening phone call (and

demanding money), hang up immediately;
 • Do not disclose personal details to the caller;
 • Never provide your personal or banking details

to a person who calls you;
 • Never provide your financial PIN or account 

passwords to anyone;
 • Do not make any payments to the caller, either

via phone, internet, or cash;
 • If you are suspicious about the credentials of 

a person on the phone, ask questions of them. 
If they avoid answering or refuse to provide 
information, hang up;

 • Don’t let scammers pressure you – scammers 
use detailed scripts to convince you that 
they’re the real deal and create a high-pressure
situation to make a decision on the spot;

 • If you think you have provided your account
details to a scammer, contact your bank or 
financial institution immediately; and

 • Contact police immediately to report the incident.

To find out more information about scams or 
to find out other ways to protect yourself, visit 
www.scamwatch.gov.au.

If you have been the victim of a scam, you 
can report it to local police or to the ACCC 
online at the ‘SCAMwatch report a scam’ page 
or by calling 1300 795 995.

STABBING CHARGE
A man has been charged following an alleged 
stabbing in Carlingford yesterday.

About 2pm yesterday (Sunday 10 November 
2024), officers attached to Ryde Police Area 
Command were called to Carlingford Road, 
Carlingford, following reports of a stabbing 
inside a restaurant.

Police were told two employees had an argu-
ment before one man allegedly stabbed the other 
man multiple times in his head, face and arms.

The 63-year-old man suffered non-life 
threatening injuries and was taken to Royal 

North Shore Hospital for further treatment. 
The 46-year-old man was arrested at the scene. 
He was taken to hospital under police guard for 
treatment for a minor injury to his head.

A crime scene was established and 
examined by specialist officers.

The 46-year-old man was released from 
hospital and taken to Gladesville Police Station 
where he was charged with wounding a person 
with intent to cause grievous bodily harm.

He was refused bail to appear before 
Burwood Local Court today (Mon 11 Nov 2024).

SPEEDING TEENS
At 2.30am 9th November 2024, Ryde Highway 
Patrol officers were conducting stationary 
speed enforcement on the M2 Motorway 
near Windsor Road, Baulkham Hills. During 
this operation, a 19-year-old male driving a 
2016 black BMW 530i was observed traveling 
westbound at an estimated speed of no less 
than 150 km/h in a sign-posted 100 km/h 
zone. The P-Plate driver was stopped and 
spoken to by police. He was issued a fine of 
$3,300 for speeding over 45 km/h and received 
an automatic licence suspension for six 
months.

On Thursday, 7th November, around 1:30pm, 
police observed an unregistered red BMW 3 
Series convertible fitted with plates registered 
to a green BMW 5 Series sedan in Castle Hill. 
The vehicles belonged to an 18-year-old male, 
a suspended P1 license holder. At 9:30am the 
next day, police spotted the same red BMW on 
Cecil Ave. Upon noticing the police, the driver 
allegedly performed a u-turn and sped off, 
losing sight of the officers. Minutes later, the 
vehicle was located stationary on Parsonage 
Road, the driver having “driven the wheels off it” 
in an alleged attempt to avoid being caught. The 
driver received six infringement notices within 
24 hours, totaling $3,862 and 6 demerit points, 
and was arrested and charged with 

**Drive motor vehicle while license 
suspended, 2nd+ offence**.

LUCKY ESCAPE
An 18-year-old escaped serious injury when his 
car was sliced in half following a crash on Old 
Northern Road, Baulkham Hills at approximately 
7.15pm on Tuesday, November 5th.

Police are still investigating the incident 
on Old Northern Road at the junction of Hill St, 
Baulkham Hills. 

The P-plater walked away from the scene 
but was arrested after returning a positive 

roadside breath test.  He was taken to Castle 
Hill Police Station where he returned a blood 
alcohol reading of 0.110.  His licence was 
immediately suspended, and he was charged 
with Mid Range Drink Driving, and will appear in 
Parramatta Local Court on the 11 Dec 2024The 
45-year-old driver of the other vehicle has been
conveyed to the hospital as a precaution.
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ARREST MADE IN MAJOR THEFT CASE

Hills Police have made a significant breakthrough in a major  
theft investigation!

On 20th February 2025, officers arrested a 41-year-old suspect in 
connection with a series of thefts, including a break and enter at a 
residence in Dural. The stolen items included luxury vehicles, a safe 
containing cash, watches, jewellery, handbags, and clothing, with a  
total value exceeding $500,00

The suspect was apprehended while driving away from a known 
associate's home. A search of the vehicle allegedly revealed a small 
amount of prohibited drugs, clothing worn during a recent theft,  
and items stolen from another residence in Castle Hill. Further stolen 
items were also found at the associate's home.

The suspect has been charged with multiple offences, including 
possession of prohibited drugs, break and enter, and theft.  
They have been refused bail and will appear in court today at 
Parramatta Local Court.

Police are continuing their efforts to locate and arrest other 
individuals involved in these crimes. If you have any information that 
could assist with this investigation, please contact Crime Stoppers 
NSW at 1800 333 000 or visit their website. All information is treated 
with the utmost confidentiality.

Thank you for your continued support and assistance!

BREAK & ENTER
On the 12th of February, The Hills Police Area Command arrested a 
28-year-old male in connection with a break-and-enter at a retail store in 
Victoria Ave, Castle Hill, on the 26th of January, 2025.

He has been charged and will appear in Parramatta Local Court.
The Hills Police Area Command would like to thank the community 

for their assistance and remind everyone to stay vigilant.

Head-On Collision
A serious head-on collision occurred at 10:31 AM on the 12th of 
February on Gilbert Road, near the Castle Hill Cemetery.

A driver who witnessed the crash immediately called Triple Zero.

Emergency Services, fire, and police crews were activated and 
attended the scene. According to the police, CareFlight was deployed to 
provide immediate medical assistance.

The Gilbert Road was closed in both directions between Tuckwell  
and Ridgecrop. It reopened at 11:53 AM.

"The parties involved in the collision have been taken to the hospital 
in stable condition...," the Hills PAC reported.

VEHICLE CRASH
A crash occurred on Saturday, the 15th of February, at Old Northern Rd, 
Castle Hill. Both drivers were taken to the hospital. 

Fire and Rescue Castle Hill and NSW Ambulance attended the  
crash scene.

The road was eventually cleared. The police thanked the drivers on 
the road for their patience and the emergency crews who responded to 
the incident.

DRINK DRIVING
On the morning of the 20th of February, at 7:50 AM, a 52-year-old 
female was arrested at the Windsor Rd Castle Hill RBT (Random Breath 
Testing) site after returning a positive roadside breath test.

She was subsequently taken to Castle Hill Police Station, where she 
returned a blood alcohol reading of 0.188.

Her driver's license has been suspended, and she is set to appear  
in Parramatta Local Court next month, facing charges of high-range 
drink driving.

If you have any information on any of the above, please contact  
Crime Stoppers NSW at 1800 333 000
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ON 05, APRIL
TORIE HEYMANS
IS SHAVING THEIR HAIR
TO RAISE FUNDS FOR
BLOOD CANCER

Blood cancer is Australia's hidden cancer crisis. There are 140,000 families facing 
blood cancer right now. And it takes the lives of 16 Australians every day.
These numbers are set to double by 2035. Unless we do something about it. That's 
why I've signed up for the World's Greatest Shave.

I'm raising funds for the Leukaemia Foundation to give Australians facing blood 
cancer life-changing practical and emotional support. And to fund critical research, 
bringing us closer to the day when zero lives are lost to blood cancer.

Will you be part of my World's Greatest Shave community and donate to my page?

Your donation means that together, we're working to stop blood cancer in its 
tracks.

Any amount – big or small – will make a real, tangible difference.

Two Birds One Loan
Are you feeling the pinch of high mortgage 
rates? We are an award-winning finance 
brokerage, located in Glenorie Village. 
We’re here to help you secure tailored home 
lending solutions.

At Two Birds One Loan we specialise in connecting 
homeowners with the best lenders in the market, 
ensuring you get a deal that works for you.  
Whether you’re looking to refinance your existing 
mortgage, or you are a first-time buyer, or upgrader, 
our expert team is committed to finding the  
most competitive products and strategies  
available to you.

WHY CHOOSE US?
• Expert Advice: With combined experience of 

28 years in financial services, our experienced 
brokers will guide you every step of the way, 
offering tailored solutions to your unique needs.

• Access to Multiple Lenders: We have access to 
a wide range of lenders and loan products, giving 
you more options and flexibility than working 
direct with the banks.

• No Hidden Fees: We pride ourselves on 
transparency—there are no hidden fees when you 

work with us. We offer obligation free meetings  
to help you understand your options in  
everyday language.

RBA RATE DROP: WHAT DOES IT  
MEAN FOR YOU?
• Check your rates: The RBA cash rate drop,  

does not always find its way to your own rate. 
A quick conversation with us, will help you 
understand where you sit, compared to what  
is available.

• Lower Rates = More Savings: Even a small 
reduction in your interest rate can make a 
significant difference in your monthly repayments 
and save thousands over the life of the loan.  
We’ll work to help you secure the most favourable 
rate possible for your circumstances.

• Reduced rates = higher borrowing capacity:  
We can assess all scenarios, helping you to  
reach those big life goals sooner than you  
may think.

Don’t let high rates drain your savings.  
Contact Two Birds One Loan for a free,  
no-obligation consultation 
Book a meeting here: www.twobirdsoneloan.com.au

ADVERTORIAL

Help Torie in her 
fundraising quest

I wanted to 
share that I’ll 
be participating 
in the World’s 
Greatest Shave 
on April 5th,  
2:30 PM at 
Glenorie RSL 

to raise funds for the Leukaemia 
Foundation. As a registered nurse 
with a longstanding connection 
to the Glenorie community there 
is nowhere else I could imagine 
losing my locks. Due to a dear 
friend being diagnosed with blood 
cancer, I’m passionate about 
supporting this important cause.

Local business Cam & Co 
Hairdressing Galston has  
kindly offered to do the shave, 
and Glenorie RSL is generously 
donating a space for the event. 
I’m also hoping to rally local 
businesses to support the 
fundraiser through donations or 
spreading the word.

-  TORIE HEYMANS

http://twobirdsoneloan.com.au
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NEWS FROM NETHERBY

Summer's Swansong 
at Netherby
When the temperature goes above thirty degrees, think cool shade.  
Deep shade under big old trees, and wide verandahs that keep the sun out  
of the house. You'll find these around Netherby, the old homestead  
at Fagan Park.

Old established trees keep 
the western sun at bay  
on hot afternoons.  
Little children can run 
safely on the wide swathes 
of grass. Seats under vine 
covered arbours invite quiet 
moments immersed in nature.

Wide verandahs line three sides 
of the homestead. On the eastern side 
hydrangeas have enjoyed the morning sun 
and afternoon shade. Through summer they 
have been flowering, blossoming in pinks, 
blues and lilacs, despite the hot weather.

On the western side roses 
that have survived all the 
trials - drought, rain and  
Covid neglect - flower on 

the hottest days, in shades of 
pink and white. This house and 

garden were gifted to the people 
of NSW by the Fagan family. The house 

is open every Tuesday and every second 
Sunday of the month - the garden is open 
every day. Look for treasures in the garden - 
the heritage roses are still blooming.

Everyone is welcome.

C
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Your Strong Local Voice
Hi, I’m your community independent 
candidate in the upcoming federal election 
in the seat of Berowra.

As a small business owner and mother of 
two teenagers, I understand the challenges 
and aspirations of families, businesses, and 
individuals in our community. 

I’m passionate about:

• Addressing the cost of living crisis and its 
impact on mental health

• Supercharging Australia’s response to the 
climate crisis

• Making housing more affordable for both 
renters and buyers

• Fostering respect for women

I’m here to stand up for all of us, free from 
the constraints of lacklustre party politics.

FIND
OUT

MORE

Authorised by Tina Brown, 1/149 Peats Ferry Road, 
Hornsby NSW 2077

Together, we can 
create a brighter future 

for Berowra.

http://tinabrownforberowra.com.au
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In 1925 Nevill Westwood and Greg Davies 
undertook an incredible journey in their 
trusty 1923 Citroen 5CV, the very first car to 
travel all around Australia; an amazing vehicle 
known for its exceptional features and reliability. 
After naming the little car Bubsie, Westwood and 
Davies left Perth on 4th August 1925 to visit the 
towns and outback regions; including stock routes 
and river crossings to some of the most remote and 
hottest parts of Australia.

This year is the 100th Anniversary of their amazing journey.  
This is why ‘The Incredible Journey’ team from NSW are retracing the 
steps of those pioneering men who travelled almost 18,000Kms in  
148 days, covering some of the roughest ground imaginable.

And while the original Bubsie, driven by Westwood and Davies,  
can be seen in the National Museum in Canberra, on Tuesday 11th 
March, a beautifully restored replica of Nevill’s Citroën will be on display 
at ‘The Persimmon Place’ (Waddell’s Orchard) 375 Galston Road, 
Galston from 10am – 12pm; and then at Galston Adventist Church  
from 2pm – 5pm.

Please join us for this memorable event and discover what  
inspired Westwood and Davies to make such a dangerous, incredible 
journey. And make sure you get your free copy of the ‘Overlander’ 
detailing Nevill Westwood and Greg Davies amazing adventure.  
This event is promoted by ‘The Incredible Journey’ and Galston 
Adventist Church.

For more information visit ‘The Incredible Journey’ at tij.tv or contact 
Steve Belson 0438 459 223

Arcadia Galston
R e s i d e n t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  I n c .

giving the community a
voice to be heard

M E M B E R S H I P  $ 5 . 0 0
T O  B E  P A R T  O F  S O M E T H I N G  T H A T  M A K E S  A

D I F F E R E N C E  T O  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

W W W . A G R A 2 1 5 9 . C O M . A U
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Centenary
Event Comes 
to Galston

Stockists of Natio, Blackmores and  
Bullivant Vitamins

Galston healthsense Pharmacy Team is 
caring and friendly 

We will listen and provide you with the most 
appropriate healthcare advice 

Just call in and experience our special 
caring service Phone 9653 1104

Open 7 days a week

Kakada Tham B.Pharm. M.P.S.
354 Galston Road, Galston Ph: 9653 1104

HealthSense PHARMACY

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

http://www.agra2159.com.au
http://www.galstonpharmacy.com.au
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When was your last
pumpout??

When was your last
pumpout??

We recommend a pumpout 
every 3-5 years depending on how many 

people reside there. 

We recommend a pumpout 
every 3-5 years depending on how many 

people reside there. 

Staples Premier Pumpouts is an Australian owned family business 
- we live local - we work local -

We offer you a friendly, reliable and thorough septic tank
pumpout service at a competitive price. 

When you book with us you can be sure that you 
will receive professional service with the utmost respect for you

and your property.

Staples Premier Pumpouts is an Australian owned family business 
- we live local - we work local -

We offer you a friendly, reliable and thorough septic tank
pumpout service at a competitive price. 

When you book with us you can be sure that you 
will receive professional service with the utmost respect for you

and your property.

PREMIER PUMPOUTSPREMIER PUMPOUTS

02 9457 877702 9457 8777Not sure what you need?
We are always in the area to help 

Not sure what you need?
We are always in the area to help www.premierpumpouts.com.auwww.premierpumpouts.com.au

It’s what we have 

been doing successfully

 for over 30 years!

Glenorie Probus Club Glenorie Probus Club 
Activities 2025Activities 2025
Glenorie Probus Club finished 2024 on a high note with wide 
range of activities and speakers during the year. The final 
event for the year was a very enjoyable Christmas Party.  
This started with the traditional trivia quiz which keeps  
all thinking. As well as an excellent meal the members were 
again entertained by Santa Clause. An excellent way to finish 
the clubs year.

The club has commenced the year with a lunch in January during which 
members Christmas activities and the year ahead was discussed.  
The program for the year will commence in February when the Club will 
under take a day tour of the Australia National Maritime Museum in 
Sydney which is a place of interest to all members.

The guest speaker at the Clubs meeting in February will be Mr Ralph 
Short from the Dubbo Support Group of the Royal Flying Doctor Service. 
This talk will cover both the activities and needs of this very important 

service in regional areas and 
how the support group assists.

The club has planned a wide 
variety of activities for the year 
including a day trips to interesting 
nearby sites. These include Warra 
School and Biodynamic Farm, the central 
coast and the Blue Mountains including the newly reopened  
Zig Zag railway. Overnight stays to attractions further away are also 
being planned. Together with a wide range of interesting speakers it 
promises to be another exciting year for the club.

The Club meets on the at 11.00am on the 4th Wednesday of the 
month at Glenorie RSL and new members are welcome.

Contact Wendy Black on 9653 1022 or email  
wendyireneblack@yahoo.com.au
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Dural Rover-scouts  
Japan Adventure
BY ALEXIS TAYLOR, DURAL ROVER-SCOUT

Members of 1st Dural Venturer Scouts and Rover Scouts 
recently returned from an incredible 17-day adventure in 
Japan, where we were immersed in the country’s rich history, 
vibrant culture, and breathtaking landmarks. This trip gave 
us a chance to experience different cultures through unique 
opportunities ranging from visiting the famous snow monkeys 
to staying in a Japanese ryokan house.

Over the course of our visit, we explored Japan’s renowned shrines  
and temples, each one telling a story of tradition and spirituality.  
From the stunning Meiji Shrine in Tokyo to the serene Namba Yasaka 
Shrine in Osaka, we marvelled at the beauty and history surrounding 
these sacred spaces. We also saw Mt Fuji on the bullet train,  
visited the amazing Ghibli Museum, as well as many bustling markets 
where we sampled delicious local street food, from savory takoyaki  
to sweet mochi. Throughout the journey, we had the chance to bond 
with each other and the local community.

Beyond sightseeing, the trip gave us a chance to be independent. 
We navigated public transport, managed daily schedules, and made 
decisions about activities, all while developing confidence.  
However, the experience was far from solitary—every step of the way, 
we were supported by our amazing Leaders.

Dural Scout Group has vacancies for Girls and Boys from 5 to 25 years. 
Joeys (5yo), Cubs (8yo), Scouts (12yo) and Venturers (16yo).

Please contact Phirooza: 0411 731 976 or phirooza@bigpond.net.au  
or Simon: thewolf_1stdural@bigpond.com

We are  
No.1 in  

the No.2 
Business.

GIVE US A CALL TODAY 

9427 2802
www.ableliquidwaste.com.au

• Enviro Cycle Tank Cleaning
• Septic Tank Cleaning
• Stormwater Cleaning

• Grease Trap Cleaning
• Confined Space Entry
• Seniors Discount

Septic Tank Services

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

http://www.ableliquidwaste.com.au
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GREENS FOR BEROWRA
WE ARE ACCOUNTABLE TO AUSTRALIANS, 

NOT CORPORATE POLITICAL LOBBYISTS

Authorised by A. Croft for The Greens NSW. 
19/1 Hordern Pl, Camperdown NSW 2050

The Greens will:
• Create a fair and just economy that  

supports us with cost of living pressures

• Restore integrity to politics with an independent 
foreign policy that prioritises peace

• Tackle the climate crisis with real solutions 
that are not beholden to corporate profits

Vote        Dr Mehreen Faruqi for the Senate.

Scan to learn more!

HORNSBY

Hornsby Greens  
Berowra Campaign
Proposed Policy Foci
IMMEDIATE COST OF LIVING CRISIS MEASURES
• Regulate the banks, including the  

Reserve Bank: bring down mortgage rates
• Universal healthcare: GP for free,  

dental and mental health into Medicare
• Fix the housing crisis: support renters and 

first home buyers
• Defend workers’ rights: lift wages
• Public Transport Fares: 50c fares
• Toll Roads: End tolling company monopoly 

and place in public hands

STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC, TAX AND LAW POLICY
• Everyone to pay fair taxes: tax billionaires, 

millionaires and corporations
• Support small businesses and cooperatives
• Amend Section 44 of the constitution: allow 

dual citizens into government
• Political Corruption: strengthen lobbying 

regulations

• Strengthen Democracy: Truth in Advertising 
laws strengthened

• Participatory Democracy: fund citizen  
juries to report to parliament

STRONG CLIMATE ACTION
• Fund batteries, wind and solar: end 

billions in handouts to coal, oil and gas 
corporations

• Transition to reliable clean energy:  
lower power bills

• End native forest logging: save koalas  
and our wildlife from extinction

FOREIGN POLICY AND DEFENCE
• Withdraw from AUKUS: establish an 

independent foreign policy that prioritises 
peace without nuclear weapons

• Legislate a ban on the import of goods 
produced using forced labour

ADVERTORIAL

Authorised by A. Croft for The Greens NSW. 19/1 Hordern Pl, Camperdown NSW 2050

GLENORIE  
MEMORIAL  

HALL CLOSURE
The Glenorie Memorial Hall will be 
undergoing remedial works from 
late February until Mid-March.  
Residents are advised that the hall 
cannot be hired during this period.

We will advise the community 
when it has re-opened.



Follow us on telegram.com/galstonnews  M A R C H 2025 | Galston Community News 17

GLENORIE PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
Glenorie Progress Association THANK YOU  

The Ray Whiteman Heritage Fence
The great new is that, after working with Hornsby Shire 
Council planners, the Heritage Fence construction will 
commence in the next few months, hoping to complete by 
ANZAC DAY 2025 or soon after.

For this we have to thank our many contributors;
Thank you Bendigo Bank - our wonderful Community Bank at Galston 
has contributed $50,000. Initial start-up funds of $50,000 from State 
Government and the Whiteman Trust.
Then $31,000 from local donors such as HCM Building, P F Formations, 
Dixon Sand, Rotary Club of Greater Hills, significant donations from 
Shore, Nicholson & Holt families plus donations from many community 
members too numerous to name. And of course, selling the pavers but 
that is another story... (now is the time to purchase!)

Now we are pledged $5000 to remember Ray, from The Hills Shire Council 
and following is an excerpt from the Mayoral minute by Dr Michelle Byrne:

Some of you will remember Ray Whiteman, a stalwart Glenorie 
resident who cared deeply for his community. You might also be 
familiar with Glenorie Progress Association’s Ray Whiteman Heritage 
Fence project, in memory of the incredible contributions Ray made to 
the Glenorie community.

Ray moved to Glenorie with his family in 1943 when he was  
ten years old. He attended Glenorie Public School, Parramatta Junior 
School and Granville High School. He pursued a career as an electrician 
apprenticed at 15 then started his own business as an electrician in 
Glenorie in 1956.

Ray loved music and played the organ at church every Sunday.  
When he was 17, he chose the Navy to complete his national service 
time that was required during the Korean War.

At 20, Ray founded Glenorie Scouts, applying for a grant for eight 
acres of land to build a scout hall, which officially opened in 1957.  
As Scout Master, the boys knew him as ‘Skip’ and he taught them 
essential skills of map reading, tying knots and pitching a tent.  
He combined his love of the sea by organising the first Sea Scout Group 
from Glenorie and taught the boys to sail as well.

Over the years, Ray affectionately became known as the  
‘Mayor of Glenorie’ for his dedication to his community. As well as  
the Scouts, Ray served as the Chair of Glenorie Progress Association, 
Vice President of Glenorie RSL Subbranch, President of Eastbend  
Rural Communications, which produces the Living Heritage magazine. 
He was also a Justice of the Peace, a member of the Glenorie Maroota 
Bioregional Forum, the Maroota Forest Conservation Committee,  
Hills Community Aid, and Glenorie Probus Association. As President 
of the Glenorie Memorial Hall Committee, Ray devoted many hours to 
maintaining and improving the Hall, including hand-painting the military 
emblems on the glass windows and putting together a photo display

He was the 2003 Baulkham Hills Shire Council Citizen of the Year. 
He passed away in August 2019 at the age of 86. Over 300 people 
commemorated his life at the Glenorie Mission Church – a testament to 
his standing in Glenorie.

After his passing, the Glenorie Progress Association organised a 
project to raise funds for a memorial fence named after Ray to protect 
the Glenorie War Memorial.

The RWH Fence plans consist of 14 carved sandstone piers.  
See plan attached. The first completed in 2020 is dedicated to Ray  
for his contributions to Glenorie with a quote from Coretta Scott King:
“The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by  
the compassionate actions of its members." 

Five piers have been completed including three military piers  
carved with the Royal Australian Navy, Air Force and Merchant  
Navy emblems. An Australian Army pier will complete the southern 
entrance of the Memorial Hall precinct, recognising the sacrifices of 
local veterans.

The remaining piers depict Glenorie’s heritage, including the  
First Nations people, the convict-built Old Northern Road,  
Glenorie Bus Co., fruit growing, flora and fauna of the area,  
volunteering in sport, fires, floods and Scouts.

The Fence which represents Ray’s time with the Navy and Scouts,  
will also serve to protect the cenotaph where Ray organised the  
ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day ceremonies and the  
Glenorie Memorial Hall precinct, which he tended to so diligently.  
Ray would be pleased and honoured to know that his legacy and the 
history of Glenorie will be recorded in beautiful sandstone of the area 
for future generations to see.

Ray Whiteman Heritage Fence Pier Placement

8 January 2025

AGRICULTURAL FRUIT TREE corner post 

FLORA – Flannel Flower

RAY WHITEMAN DEDICATION poem by Coretta Young
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Got household 
problem waste? 
Not a problem.

For more information, visit

hornsby.nsw.gov.au/crc

These items and more 
can be dropped off   
at the Community 
Recycling Centre:

Before you arrive

Check the website 
or phone us on 
13 70 30

Location:
29 Sefton Road, 
Thornleigh 21201 2
Hours:

Separate waste 
into individual 
containers and flatten 
cardboard boxes

Tuesday to Friday, 8.30am-4pm
Saturday, 8.30am-12pm 
Closed Public Holidays

Gas bottles and  
fire extinguishers

Paint and 
aerosols

Motor and 
other oils

Floro globes 
and tubes 

Household and 
car batteries

Flattened cardboard  
and clothing

Electronic waste 
and mobile phones

Smoke detectors 
and ink cartridges

Local banking with big impact 
at Community Bank Galston
Community Bank Galston & District is 
proudly part of a network of Community 
Banks backed by Bendigo Bank, 
Australia’s most trusted bank, with more 
than 2.5 million customers nationwide. 
The unique Community Bank model 
injected more than $40 million into 
communities over the past financial year 
and provided funding for 8021 projects.

Community Banks have contributed  
more than $366 million back to communities 
since 1998, with more than 300 communities 
now embracing the concept. Local branches 
like Galston enable economic growth and 
provide grants and sponsorships that underpin 
and strengthen the social fabric.

The local branch is operated by Galston 
Financial Services Limited and Chairman 
Ralph Steele says the branch has had a 
major impact by supporting many significant 
projects across the district. “Every day our 
customers help change and save lives, simply 
by doing their banking with us,” Mr Steele said.

“Customers and their communities  
are at the heart of who we are and  
Community Banking is based on a  
'profit-with-purpose' model, which means  
our profits are returned directly to the 
community that has generated them.”

“This means our Galston branch can  
enable the building of vital community 
infrastructure, improve educational outcomes 
at local schools, strengthen the arts  
and provide places for Australians to live,  
work and play, by contributing $3.587Mn  
till December 2024 in sponsorships  
donations and grants.

Some of the major beneficiary were  
Cherrybrook Technology High School  
$80,000 towards their STEM building project, 
Kenthurst Rotary Club $35,000, food trailer 
used to provide food and drink for the 
homeless and disadvantaged in the  
Hill Shire, Galston High School $30,000  
yearly toward school equipment’s and 
education requirements, Galston United 
Church $20,000 to cover the cost of a roof 
replacement, Dural Menshed $10,000,  

Norwest Christian College were the recipients 
of $8,000 grant toward providing education  
for students in need & Helping Hearts  
Survive $7500 for new Fridges & Freezer for 
their charity. “Community Bank Galston is 
pleased to be able to continue to support  
our local sporting clubs, volunteer fire 
brigades and more and we welcome 
applications for funding.

"Our customers know their banking is 
making a real difference, and the ability to  
be able to support local organisations as 
we do is testament to the importance and 
continuing relevance of the Community  
Bank model.

“Our friendly staff are here to assist with  
all your banking and financial services  
needs and welcome enquiries for both 
residential lending and business banking,”  
Mr Steele concluded.

ADVERTORIAL

http://hornsby.nsw.gov.au/crc


Indigenous Identity Fraud Undermines Aboriginal Communities
Dear Editor,

I write to draw attention to the alarming 
issue of Indigenous identity fraud occurring  
in the Northern Beaches, Central Coast,  
and Hornsby Shire Council areas of New 
South Wales. The fraudulent appropriation of 
Aboriginal identity by individuals and groups 
falsely claiming Indigenous heritage is a 
serious and growing concern. These imposters 
exploit benefits, funding, and cultural authority 
meant for genuine Aboriginal communities, 
eroding trust in institutions and undermining 
reconciliation efforts.

A particularly troubling example is the self-
proclaimed “GuriNgai” group, which has no 
credible historical, genealogical, or community 
recognition. Research confirms that the term 
“GuriNgai” is a modern invention, with no basis 
in the Sydney region’s history or linguistics 
(Lissarrague & Syron, 2024). Despite this,  
the group has secured grants, employment,  
and influence within local councils, 
government agencies, and cultural initiatives.

The Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land 
Council (DLALC) and the Metropolitan Local 

Aboriginal Land Council (MLALC) have  
publicly condemned these fraudulent claims.  
MLALC’s 2020 letter to the NSW Premier 
confirmed that Native Title applications by 
GuriNgai claimants were dismissed due to 
a lack of evidence. The Aboriginal Heritage 
Office (AHO) has also debunked the term 
“Guringai,” tracing its origins to 19th-century 
colonial fiction and advising against its use 
(AHO, 2015).

This fraud extends beyond financial 
exploitation. The GuriNgai group has 
influenced policy decisions, cultural heritage 
assessments, and public education,  
often misrepresenting Aboriginal history 
and culture. Their actions silence genuine 
Aboriginal voices and undermine efforts to 
preserve and protect Indigenous heritage.

Local councils and government agencies 
have inadvertently legitimized these claims 
by failing to implement even cursory identity 
verification processes. This misdirects funding 
and resources away from legitimate Aboriginal 
communities, further marginalizing those who 
have long fought for recognition and justice.

The persistence of Indigenous identity  
fraud threatens reconciliation efforts,  
diverts resources from those in need,  
and erodes Aboriginal sovereignty. 
Immediate action is required to ensure that 
only individuals with genuine Indigenous 
heritage are recognized and supported. I urge 
councils, government bodies, and community 
organizations to collaborate with legitimate 
Aboriginal Elders and organizations to 
implement stringent verification processes 
and prevent further fraud.

This is not just an administrative issue— 
it is a matter of justice for Aboriginal 
communities whose voices are being 
drowned out by opportunists. We must 
safeguard Aboriginal identity from fraudulent 
appropriation and ensure that resources 
and opportunities reach those who rightfully 
deserve them.

Yours sincerely,

-  JD COOKE 
Proud Marramarra Carigal man
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Fagan Park Off-leash Dog Park – Is it a furphy?
At the Council meeting last May some 
Hornsby councillors paused works for the 
Off-leash dog park facility in Fagan Park, 
agreeing with concerns about the accessibility 
of this location and how it might impact 
the significant heritage. Fagan Park has 
protections under a Deed of Gift written  
when Bruce Fagan donated his beautiful 
property to be used by the community - ALL 
of the community. There are many other 
concerns for this site including how it is 
excludes those that are not so mobile, how it 
is closed from 6pm to 7am and how it doesn't 
have free parking.

In July 2024 Councillors voted to overrule 
these concerns and proceed with the dog  
park in this location. Then they went and  
built it during Spring/Summer when the birds 
at the dam would be breeding. Last week  
there wasn’t a single bird on the dam.  
During construction works there were several 
calls to wildlife rescue organisations for 
injured birds although council have denied 
these can be attributed to the works.

Everyone was happy for a dog park to  
be built in the local area but now I think 
concerns have changed because of the  
quality of the construction.

The low fencing is a concern for many 
dog owners who fear their dogs can jump 
over the 1.2m fencing – it’s the minimum 
recommended fence height for a dog park 

in NSW. There are other concerns that the 
chicken wire fencing and star-picket posts 
may injure a dog that runs into it. For wildlife 
enthusiasts there is concern that wildlife will 
get trapped in the cheap fencing which fails  
to meet wildlife-friendly fencing standards –  
at the very least it should have a top rail  
(see photos).

According to park users, a large WolfhoundX 
did leap the fence last week and took off 
across the park with owner giving chase.  
On a busy day with lots of children in the park, 
this would be quite terrifying for many people 
and potentially very dangerous.

In recent weeks, Hornsby Councillors 
gathered at the dog park for a photo 
opportunity. The community wasn't invited  
as they were for the opening of the  
Children’s Forest. It was noted that two  
large dogs that came with the Council  
group remained outside the dog park  
which struck some community members  
as very strange.

I am sorry to say that I will not be using  
this dog park - I think it’s only a matter of  
time before either a beloved pet or a  
member or public is harmed because of  
this cheap build. And of course, it’s unlikely  
the waterbirds will continue to thrive  
here now.

I feel this is a disappointing result and a 
waste of ratepayers' money.

-  MS. K. EMMETT 
Galston resident, dog owner 
and wildlife carer

The fencing is low because Council is  
trying to comply with heritage restrictions  

at Fagan Park - but is it safe?

L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r
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Vale John Denis Baxter
Local resident (John) Denis Baxter 
passed away at his residence in  
Bayfield Road, Galston on the 16th of 
January, having celebrated his 86th 
birthday only a week before. Born in 
England, Denis arrived in Australia with 
his Mother, Father and siblings in 1950.

Denis was one of four children to Lilian, and 
the eminent philanthropist Sir Phillip Baxter. 
Sir John Philip Baxter KBE CMG FAA  
(7th May 1905 – 5th September 1989)  
was a British-Australian chemical engineer.  
He was the second director of the  
University of New South Wales from 1953, 
continuing as vice-chancellor when the 
position's title was changed in 1955.  
Philip Baxter College is named in his honour.

Denis had been a renowned Architect in  
his early life constructing many buildings 
across Sydney as well as designing a 
Hotel in Nauru. He later started up his own 
successful Pool Chemicals and Equipment 
business which he ran for years. He was an 
avid collector of Antique aircraft, and was 
instrumental in setting up the The Historical 
Aircraft Restoration Society Inc (HARS),  
a not-for-profit organisation  formed in  

1979 by a group of aviation enthusiasts 
interested in the preservation of Australian 
aviation history. Denis bequeathed his 
collection (including a Vampire Fighter and 
Boomerang airplane) to the organisation 
which is located at Albion Park Rail on the 
South Coast.

Fellow Armoured Vehicle enthusiast,  
and good mate, Tim Parry remembers him  
as a ‘true English gentleman and a man of 
many interests.’

Denis leaves behind three children;  
Jeanie, John and Andrew. Grandchildren; 
Kezia, Leo, Cressida, Madeline & Henry and 
Great Grandchildren; Florian, Lisa and Remy.

His Service was held at Macquarie Park 
Crematorium on the 15th February and was 
attended by family and close friends.  
A Memorial Service will be held at Albion Park 
at a later date.

Denis (second from left) taken at Glenorie RSL 
Anzac Day Commemoration, 2024

Friendly Mobility stocks a range  
of products to assist in increasing 
independence, improving mobility & 
assisting to make daily life easier.
Assistance with  and Aged Care packages available.

Pillows and supportsCrutches Walking frames

RollatorsHousehold and 
Kitchen aids

Bedroom aids

Wheelchairs

Support chairs and cushionsScootersBathroom and shower aids

T. (02) 8999 8883
E.  duralstore@friendlymobility.com.au

3/829 Old Northern Road Dural NSW 2158
Open Monday to Friday 9am to 4.30pm

Visit in store or online at  
friendlymobility.com.au

Supporting our community  
to live life independently
Friendly Mobility was started in 2024 by the Friendly Pharmacy group 
to assist in meeting the needs of customers that the pharmacy served, 
as well as the broader community. Our aim is to support all members of 
our community in living life as independently as possible, and to keep 
them as active as possible, by providing a range of aids to daily living 
and post-surgical goods.

The Friendly Mobility Showroom Manager is Camille Deutrom,  
who comes to us with a wealth of knowledge as she has been apart  
of the Pharmacy Industry for 20 Years. Camille will always ensure that 
you have the right equipment for your needs. She is able to help you 
navigate My Aged Care and NDIS to ensure that you are getting the  
best value and requirements.

There is no feat to large!

Proudly servicing
Northwest Sydney, Greater Sydney and the Central Coast

We primarily service the Northwest region of Sydney, as well as areas 
surrounding Friendly Pharmacy sites. Delivery can be arranged to the 
Greater Sydney area and the Central Coast.

• Annangrove
• Arcadia
• Bella Vista
• Box Hill
• Castle Hill
• Cherrybrook
• Dural
• Gables

• Galston
• Glenhaven
• Glenorie
• Kellyville
• Kenthurst
• Maraylya
• North Kellyville

ADVERTORIAL

http://friendlymobility.com.au
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As a Council, it is our commitment that 
we remain community led in all our 
decisions, projects and plans. Our draft 
10-year Community Strategic Plan, your 
plan for how you would like Hornsby 
Shire to be in 2035, goes on public 
exhibition from 13 March.

Titled ‘Your Vision | Your Future 2035’, 
the Community Strategic Plan is the 
highest-level plan that Council prepares 
and is developed collaboratively with 
you, our community. It identifies your 
main priorities and aspirations for the 
next 10 years and outlines the various 
strategies to achieve them. Every 
project led by Council is guided by this 
plan.

The major challenges you have 
identified for the next 10 years include 
population growth, housing affordability, 
traffic and transport, economic and 
technological change, preserving our 
natural environment, climate change, 
social diversity and resilience.

In preparing the document, we have 
considered the feedback from over 
10,000 residents, as we work toward a 
more prosperous and sustainable future 
for our residents. I strongly encourage 
you to share your thoughts on this 
important document before 21 April at 
yoursay.hornsby.nsw.gov.au

This month, we also mark NSW Senior’s 
Festival from 3 -16 March with a vibrant 
range of events, activities and 
workshops celebrating Hornsby Shire’s 
valued seniors. From an art exhibition to 
writing workshops, an empowering 
community forum and a lively community 
choir, there’s so much to enjoy. Tickets 
are sure to be in high demand! Visit  
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/seniorsweek for 
more information.

Warren Waddell
Mayor of Hornsby Shire

from the  
Mayor's Desk

CULTURAL FESTIVAL
FRIDAY 4 APRIL, 4-8PM 
HORNSBY MALL

NATURAL AREAS RECREATIONAL 
STRATEGY
Submissions close: 19 March 

yoursay.hornsby.nsw.gov.au

COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN
Submissions open  
13 March – 21 April

NATIVE PLANT GIVEAWAYS
Friday 28 and Saturday 29 March 
Collect your four FREE native plants 
Bookings essential. To book your  
plant collection time, visit:  
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/plants

CALL FOR 
ENTRIES
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/remagine

RE:THINK TO RE:PURPOSE
Artwork by Fleur Brett, Yellow Torso (The Muse), 2024

Clothes Swap
Saturday 8 March, 10am-12pm
Thornleigh Community Centre

Chipping for Mulch
Sunday 16 March, 7.30am-12.30pm
The Old Dog Pound, 8 Warrigal Drive, 
Westleigh

Kimbriki Eco House and Garden Tour
Tuesday 18 March, 9am-12pm
Departs from Hornsby Park

WASTE EVENTS

For details of our Seniors Week events visit:  
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/seniorsweek

Seniors
Festival

NSW

3–16 March 2025

Time to shine

For details and bookings visit:  
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/waste

Food Truck  

Galston Recreation Reserve
7 March

Cherrybrook, Greenway Park
21 March

FRIDAYS, 5pm-8.30pm

GREAT FOOD LIVE MUSIC

Save The Date

Free

What's on

To lodge, view and track the latest Development Applications in your area please visit: hornsby.nsw.gov.au/property

hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Latest News 25,000
TREES2020B

Y

Next Council meeting Wednesday 12 March, 6.30pm

http://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au
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Dural and District Historical Society Inc.

News from History Cottage
The Society started the year 
with a masterful presentation 
by Emeritus Professor,  
Don Napper. His subject,  
to an audience of ninety,  
was about the inventor, Nicola 
Tesla. The technicalities of 
electricity had many going 

back to their schooldays 
science but it all became 
much clearer for discussion 
over afternoon tea.
On Sunday the 16th March 
the Society will have an open 
afternoon at “History Cottage”, 
412 Galston Road Galston, 

between 12.00 and 5.00.  
The public is invited to inspect 
the facilities that are available 
for research. These include an 
extensive collection of maps, 
over two thousand photographs, 
an extensive library, micro fiche 
of Colonial records and family 
histories. This is an excellent 
chance to find out more about  
the work of the Society and  
how it could help the public with 
local history.

A record for an Australian work 
of art was recently set at auction. 
To most Australians the artist’s 
name, John Peter Russell, would 
be unknown. However in Europe 
he was a friend, supporter and 
teacher to many artists during the 
Impressionist period. The story 
of this most influential person is 

the subject of the talk to be given 
by the Society’s guest speaker on 
the 8th March. Branching away 
from her usual field and following 
another of her interests, Judy 
Horton will present her research.

Next meeting 8th March 2.00. 
Galston Uniting Church, School Rd, 
Galston. No entry fee. Gold coin 
for afternoon tea appreciated.

Enquiries Michael Bell 02 9653 1365

PREMIER SHADES
BLINDS - AWNINGS - SHUTTERS - CURTAINS

Phone 02 91 39 67 97

WHY CHOOSE
PREMIER SHADES?

Over 330 Google reviews
from happy customers

We understand village &
strata requirements

A reliable team of
professionals

Trusted & reputable
Australian family 

     owned company

A local Central Coast
business for 30 years

We only sell high quality
products made to last

Beautiful showroom with
extensive range on
display

We make your blinds to
order in our Wyoming
factory

inside JBA Carpet Court 18 Salisbury Rd, Hornsby 2077

www.premiershades.com.auFREE MEASURE & QUOTE

John Peter Russell in the Australian National Gallery

http://www.premiershades.com.au
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Dural Bowling Club News
The Open Gender Drawn Triples final will take place on 
Saturday 15th February 2025.

The regional Pennant competition will start on February 22nd and  
will run for ten weeks. Three teams of fours will represent Dural at  
the competition. The club wishes all the players the best of luck.

Dural Bowling Club played a trial game against Rose Hill Bowling Club 
on Saturday 8th February in preparation for the Pennant competition.  
It was a great practice for the teams and Kate Liu a new recruit showed 
her excellent skills with a great shot that tied the game.

Dural Bowling Club is organising a Twilight come and try free 
competition with great prizes on Friday 21st and 28th March 2025  
at the Dural Club. Please call John on 0409 806 632 for further  
inquiries and registration.

Anyone interested in playing bowls please contact Robert on 0411 375 580.

Interest rate reduction - major news for 
homeowners, buyers, and investors alike!
The much anticipated prediction of an interest rate reduction 
transpired in February with the Reserve Bank of Australia 
(RBA) cutting interest rates for the first time in over four years 
- slashing the official cash rate by 0.25% to 4.1%. The news 
has announced that this will save mortgage owners, but how?

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOUR MORTGAGE
If you have an $800,000 home loan, this rate cut could save you 
approximately $120 per month or $1,440 per year on repayments. 
This seems like a little amount, however if the RBA continues with a 
predicted two more rate decreases by the end of the year, the reduction 
could be a more like $360 per month or $4,320 per year. This would 
ease financial strain for many homeowners currently feeling the pinch.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR BUYER ACTIVITY?
Buyer activity has been slower however we should see an increased 
level of buyers now house hunting again, as lower rates mean higher 
borrowing power. As interest rates ease, more buyers who had 
previously held off are now returning to the market, creating increased 

competition—especially in sought-after areas like The Hills District. 
If you're thinking about selling, now could be the ideal time to take 
advantage of the growing buyer confidence.

WILL PROPERTY PRICES INCREASE?
As borrowing costs drop and more buyers enter the market,  
property values are expected to rise over the next 12 months.  
Lower interest rates typically lead to higher demand, which pushes 
prices up—especially in popular suburbs. If the RBA continues to  
cut rates, we could see property values increase by 5-10% by this time 
next year. For sellers, this means favourable market conditions,  
while buyers may want to act soon before prices climb further.

The property market is ever evolving and now is the ideal time to review 
your home loan, explore refinancing options, or consider getting into  
the market before prices rise again.

Contact Carolyn Wheatley, Principal at Belle Property Dural for advice on 
navigating these changes today - 0407 120 483. Whether you're a buyer, seller, 
landlord or tenant, you could take advantage of the opportunities ahead.

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Let us help you promote  

your business today!
To reserve your ad, call Karen at 0487 111 868  

or email advertising@galstoncommunity.com.au

We offer  free AD  design  
service
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ROSS MAIO  
ACCORDIONIST EXTRAORDINAIRE! 

Ross will ‘dazzle’ and enthral the audience 
with his amazing virtuosity across the 

keyboards of French, Italian & traditional 
accordions – including an arrangement 
of Bach’s Toccata in D minor and varied 
repertoire from around the world.   

Ross is in much demand for studio and media work (ABC & SBS) 
including TV commercials.  He has had wide experience in the 
entertainment world: involving variety shows, Royal Command 
Performances (Sydney Opera House) & tours in Australia & New 
Zealand in which he was the supporting artist for the famous 
Scottish tenor, Kenneth McKellar. Ross is still very active in the 
Australian live music scene. 

He has recently performed (Sydney) with famous classical 
guitarists Slava & Leonard Grigoryan. 

His musical career has kept him constantly on the move, 
captivating audiences in Hong Kong, Singapore, the United Arab 
Emirates, New Caledonia & Mauritius.

    The first concert in the 2025  
Galston Concert Series will be held on  

Sunday 30th March @ 2p.m. 
 

Galston Uniting Church, 11 School Road, Galston 

 
$40 adults; $30 concession & children free 

(Cash only at the door) 
 

Bookings: Trybooking.com  

Ross Maio ~ Accordionist Extraordinaire!  
Ross will ‘dazzle’ and enthral the audience with his 
amazing virtuosity across the keyboards of French, 
Italian & traditional accordions – including an 
arrangement of Bach’s Toccata in D minor and varied 
repertoire from around the world.   
Ross is in much demand for studio and media work 
(ABC & SBS) including TV commercials.  He has had 
wide experience in the entertainment world: 
involving variety shows, Royal Command 
Performances (Sydney Opera House) & tours in 

Australia & New 
Zealand in which he 
was the supporting 
artist for the famous 
Scottish tenor, 
Kenneth McKellar.  
Ross is still very active in the Australian live music scene.   
He has recently performed (Sydney) with famous classical 
guitarists Slava & Leonard Grigoryan. 
His musical career has kept him constantly on the move, 
captivating audiences in Hong Kong, Singapore, the United 
Arab Emirates, New Caledonia & Mauritius. 

    The first concert in the 2025  Galston Concert Series will be held on  Sunday 30th March @ 2p.m. 
 

Galston Uniting Church, 11 School Road, Galston 
 

$40 adults; $30 concession & children free (Cash only at the door) 
 

Bookings: Trybooking.com  Ross Maio ~ Accordionist Extraordinaire!  Ross will ‘dazzle’ and enthral the audience with his amazing virtuosity across the keyboards of French, Italian & traditional accordions – including an arrangement of Bach’s Toccata in D minor and varied repertoire from around the world.   Ross is in much demand for studio and media work (ABC & SBS) including TV commercials.  He has had wide experience in the entertainment world: involving variety shows, Royal Command Performances (Sydney Opera House) & tours in 
Australia & New 
Zealand in which he was the supporting 
artist for the famous Scottish tenor, 
Kenneth McKellar.  
Ross is still very active in the Australian live music scene.   He has recently performed (Sydney) with famous classical guitarists Slava & Leonard Grigoryan. His musical career has kept him constantly on the move, captivating audiences in Hong Kong, Singapore, the United Arab Emirates, New Caledonia & Mauritius. 

Galston Uniting Church,  
11 School Road, Galston 

$40 adults; $30 concession  
& children free (Cash only at the door) 

Bookings: Trybooking.com
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25 Galston Concert Series 
Sunday 30th March  
2p.m.

Castle Hill Art Society Inc.
ART DEMONSTRATION - 2ND APRIL 2025 AT 7.00PM
MATT MORIARTY “CREATING A CAPTIVATING COMIC CHARACTER”

Matt will explore shapes and lines then translate 
them into a basic cartoon character and continue 
to build on this new creation. Watch the character 
come to life!

Matt specialises in character design, comics, 
children’s book art (including his own book)  

tutoring and illustration. He is a Digital Illustrator and 
Graphic Designer with his own web comic.

Visitors are welcome to come and see Matt demonstrating at the Castle 
Glen Community Centre, 155-157 Ridgecrop Drive, Castle Hill, 7.00 pm.

Arcadian  
Quilting News

IF ESCAPISM and WHIMSY was your delight on 
VALENTINE'S DAY then our Exotic Garden Quilt was the 
perfect choice.

This quilt is the result of our Christmas Holiday Challenge. The 
blocks were 'judged' by our visiting guest, Beth Miller, a renowned 
Patchwork teacher, Judge and Quilter, Beth now resides in Canberra 
and we were delighted to have her company for the day!!

Photo left ...  
still in the early 
stages, this quilt will 
soon become a real 
'winner.'

We also had a 
second 'challenge' 
for those members 
who wanted to keep 
busy ??

The theme was  
A HOUSE BLOCK, 
choosing any style 
we wanted, School-
house, Cabin or 
Church-block etc 
and the results are 

already looking wonderfully interesting.
Another 'winner' in the making, SO please watch-this-space for 

next months news !!!
It's February 2025 and great for us to be back, sharing our days 

and ideas together and looking forward to another rewarding year.
We continue to meet at the Community Hall in Galston on 

alternate Wednesdays.

Please contact us on 9894 7749

Enquiries www.castlehillartsociety.org.au

Reliable Flyer Deliver Service

Acreage Delivery $130 per thousand plus GST

We deliver to Annangrove, Arcadia, 
Cherrybrook, Dural, Galston, Glenhaven, 
Glenorie, Fiddletown, Kenthurst, Middle Dural




We also provide printing services should you require  
your flyers printed too.

Call Diana on 0408 011 193 
or email diana@adelphi.net.au for more details
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Visit the Sales and Information Centre. 
328a Galston Road, Galston. Open 7 days. 
Monday to Saturday 10am - 4pm.  
Sunday 10am - 2pm.

1300 533 296  |  sales@livingchoice.com.au

livingchoice.com.au

You may have to pay a departure fee when you leave this village which may impact on the 
capital gains received. CGI renders shown are for illustration purposes only.  GAL0003

SPENCER VILLA
The Spencer has a luxurious master suite and 
expansive living areas. The modern kitchen and 
dining space flow effortlessly onto a large patio, 
ideal for outdoor gatherings and relaxation. 

3 2 2

ASHDALE VILLA
Discover the perfect blend of comfort and style 
in the Ashdale. Enjoy seamless indoor-outdoor 
living with a spacious patio that’s perfect for 
relaxing or entertaining.

2 2 1

Display Homes
Now open by appointment, 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

Ashdale Villa

Spencer Villa

CGI renders shown are for  
illustration purposes only

NOW SELLING 
HOMES AVAILABLE NOW

LIVING CHOICE 
GALSTON

Galston’s Leisure Centre  
Now Under Construction.

GAL0003_Hills to Hawkesbury 210x297_FA.indd   1GAL0003_Hills to Hawkesbury 210x297_FA.indd   1 21/1/2025   4:38 PM21/1/2025   4:38 PM

http://livingchoice.com.au
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CUSTOMERS
WITH GOOGLE ADS

GET MORE

 0408 011 193 • 0410 400 098   info@kintye.com.au   www.kintye.com.au

We can also run ad campaigns on Facebook, Bing, Linkedin and other online platforms.

We are

Today a growing number of people search online for products and services.  

IS YOUR BUSINESS TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THESE SEARCHES?
IF NOT, GIVE US A CALL, MESSAGE OR EMAIL US.

We will meet with you, review your business and design a campaign to take advantage  
of these online opportunities.

Hornsby Shire Library will be presenting a Falls Injury Prevention 
session in partnership with Western Sydney Local Health District 
on Friday 21st March at 2pm. Learn all about reducing the risk 
of falling and maximising independence at home. The session 
will cover factors contributing to falls, strategies for prevention, 
osteoporosis versus falls, and helpful resources. Bookings are 
essential. Visit hornsby.nsw.gov.au/library for more information.

ADULT FICTION
A CURTAIN TWITCHER’S BOOK OF MURDER  BY GAY MARRIS
A suburban London street in 1968. But this 
is no ordinary street. In number 17 live a 
bitter daughter and her mother, trapped with 
each other. Or are they? The twin brothers at 
number 3 think they're nothing alike, but they 
may be proved wrong. Lesley disappeared 
from number 49 years ago. Then her body  
is found, and with it more secrets.  
Atbara Avenue is a street where, all too often, 
murder feels like the solution.

With a delicious cast of characters and 
dazzling plotting, Gay Marris' new book is a 
fresh and compelling debut in the world of 
crime fiction.

JUNIOR FICTION
WHEN WE FLEW AWAY  BY ALICE HOFFMAN
With the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands, 
the Frank family's life is turned inside out. 
Prejudice, loss, and terror run rampant,  
and Anne is forced to bear witness as 
ordinary people become monsters,  
and children and families are caught up in 
the inescapable tide of violence.

Bestselling author, Alice Hoffman, delivers 
a stunning novel exploring the little-known 
details of Anne Frank's life before she went into hiding. Based on 
extensive research and published in cooperation with the Anne Frank 
House in Amsterdam, When We Flew Away is a moving tour de force.

Reserve your copy at hornsby.nsw.gov.au/library, via the  
Hornsby Shire Libraries app or call Galston Library on 9847 6160.

Aussie’s Summer 
Sizzlers
Local pump manufacturing heroes, Aussie Pumps,  
have launched a “Summer Sizzler” catalogue, loaded with 
great products at Summer Sizzler prices.

The range includes the worlds best high pressure Fire Pumps selling 
for $800 each ex GST, hundreds of dollars below other brands that have 
far less capability. Also on offer are Transfer Pumps from 1” all the way 
through to big 4” and even 6” pumps for quarries and effluent pump outs.

An added bonus is Aussie’s QP self priming pump range comes with 
a unique five year warranty.

The Summer Sizzler catalogue also has lots of information about the 
great pressure cleaner range made at their 3.5 acre Norwest factory.

Aussie is proud of the great product range they’ve developed.
Pressure cleaners from their amazing “Black Box”, a pint size 

pressure cleaner that weighs in at 30kgs, a professional product at a 
hardware store price!

You’ll never see these at Bunnings or Mitre 10.
Yes, Aussie is number one in Australia, with the design and 

manufacture of high pressure water blasters and drain cleaning  
Jetters as well.

The Summer Sizzler catalogue is free. You can get it from your local 
Aussie distributors, Glenorie Stockfeeds, Ace Ohlssen, Hills Irrigation 
and Dick Petrikas.

aussiepumps.com.au

ADVERTORIAL

Local Arcadians checking out the great Aussie deals

http://www.kintye.com.au
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Book now
northholm.nsw.edu.au

Sunday 23 March
Open Day

http://northholm.nsw.edu.au
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schoolexpo.com.au

Hills Schools Expo
Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th March 2025, 10am-4pm
Castle Hill RSL, 77 Castle St Castle Hill | Free Entry

Looking for the right school for your child? 
Don’t miss the Hills Schools Expo! Showcasing 

Australia’s leading Independent Day & Boarding, Single 
Sex & Co-ed Schools from Pre-K through to Year 12.

Helping
you find the 
right school 

for your 
child

The Joys and 
Worries of a  
New School Year 
BY DR STEPHEN FYSON

Starting school can be a joy for some children and youth.  
For others, not so much. Likewise, re-starting school can be  
a cause for excitement and anticipation, or not.

What makes a difference? Firstly, we must remind ourselves that there 
is no ‘secret recipe’ for success in having children come back to school. 
But there are a couple of really important principles that can help in 
these seasonal transitions.

As in all parenting (and teaching), it is the child being confident  
that they will not be overlooked. We all need to be known, in terms of 
our thinking, needs and ideas being heard by important others. That is 
why Schools choosing the “right” teachers is really important. We want 
them to want to know their pupils, not only as learner, but as people.

Secondly, they need to be safe – not just to feel safe, but to be safe. 
That includes knowing clearly what expectations are in place about  
how they should conduct themselves, and that others know how to 
conduct themselves.

These are the two basics – being heard and having safety boundaries 
(for them and others). That is what we at Pacific Hills Christian School 
seek to provide in all years for all students. It is one reason that thirty 
years ago we commenced Middle School, so that young people going 
through internal changes had people who knew them really well at school.

Most of all, let’s all remember to check in with our young ones 
regularly to celebrate the joys and help them through the pains.

New State MP calls for 
better parking and bus 
services to the Metro
James Wallace MP 
Member for Hornsby  
has spoken in  
Parliament calling on 
the NSW Government 
to improve parking at 
local Metro stations, 
particularly Cherrybrook.

Noting that the Cherrybrook 
Metro car-park is often full 
by 6:30am in the morning, 
Mr Wallace called for more 
parking and different  
parking options including  
4 hour spots.

Bus services can also 
be improved. The lack and 
infrequency of bus services 
means that many have to be 
dropped at the station  
by family, putting more 
congestion on local roads.

DEAN KELLAND  
Ph: 9653 2289 / 9652 2642 

116C Arcadia Road,  
Arcadia NSW 2159

SERVICE & 
REPAIRS  
TO ALL 

VEHICLES

•  Specialising in Euro Cars
• Rego Checks
•  Batteries & Tyres
• EFI Service

http://www.pacifichills.nsw.edu.au
http://schoolexpo.com.au
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Give Us a Call Today!

0414 635 650
info@mcardletrees.com.au

TREE REMOVAL
PRUNING

STUMP GRINDING
LAND CLEARING

MULCH SALES
FIREWOOD

4th Generation 
Expert Arborist

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

24 Hour  
Emergency  
Service

ARBORIST EST. 1956

NEW Early Learning Centre  
in Glenorie

Conveniently located directly opposite Glenorie 
Public School, Tiny Dreamers Childcare Centre is a ful l 
ser vice facil ity, situated on a quarter acre equipped 
with a sand pit , bike track and separate safe play 
space for our smallest dreamers.

We provide rich opportunities for your child to 
reach their ful l  potential  while equipping them with 
fundamental l ife ski l ls throughout their f irst f ive years.

18 Tecoma Drive, Glenorie 
02 9044 8781 

Hours:  Monday to Friday, 7am–6pm

Email  expressions of interest to 
info@tinydreamerschildcare.com.au

Learn more at t inydreamerschildcare.com.au

Help Hornsby Shire’s 
bushland flourish – claim your 
free native plants this March
Hornsby Shire Council is again 
welcoming the return of its popular 
Native Plant Giveaways program this 
March, inviting all residents of  
Hornsby Shire to nurture their local 
environment by booking an appointment 
to collect four free native plants.

Taking place at Council’s Warada Ngurang 
Community Nursery in Pennant Hills on Friday 
28th and Saturday 29th March, residents can 
select plants from a great variety of grasses, 
groundcovers, shrubs, climbers and various-
sized trees – all cultivated by dedicated 
volunteers and staff at the nursery.

Attendees to the plant giveaways can also 
make use of the expertise of Council’s staff and 
volunteers on the day as they help by making 
suggestions of the best plant species to meet 
everyone’s needs. Information about each 
species on offer will also be displayed on handy 

posters, so you can choose plants that will suit 
the growing conditions in your garden as well 
as the size of plant and features you want.

Taking place since 2003, Council’s Native 
Plant Giveaways have become a staple on 
the calendar of local green-thumbs, supplying 
tens of thousands of native plants to local 
backyards around the Shire.

“Our Native Plant Giveaways provide free 
local native plants which help preserve 
the integrity of our bushland and support 
ecosystems. Every home gardener has an 
important role in protecting our biodiversity, 
particularly our native flora and fauna.  
Our experts on site can help identify the 
right plant for your property that will support 
biodiversity without creating future problems,” 
said Hornsby Shire Mayor, Warren Waddell.

“It’s always a delight to see our community’s 
enthusiasm for our native bushland and to know 
that these carefully grown native plants will find 
many homes around the Bushland Shire.”

Hornsby Shire Council’s Native Plant 
Giveaways take place at Warada Ngurang 
Community Nursery, located at 28 Britannia 
Street, Pennant Hills. Each residence in 
Hornsby Shire is entitled to collect four free 
native plants per calendar year.

Bookings are essential and will open at 9am on 
Friday 28th February. For additional information 
about the Native Plant Giveaways program and to 
book your plant collection appointment, please 
visit: https://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/npg

http://mcardletrees.com.au
http://tinydreamerschildcare.com.au
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OPEN DAY AT THE FARM
Explore the historic homestead, shop for  
local treasures, and enjoy Devonshire tea 
(FREE for the first 100 seniors to register), 
whilst listening to a special musical 
performance by the Hills Symphony Orchestra.
Where: Bella Vista Farm
When: 9am – 2pm on Sunday, 2nd March

TAI CHI CLASSES
Improve your balance, flexibility,  
and mindfulness during a FREE Tai Chi 
class which promotes gentle, low impact 
movements for focus and peace.
Where: Baulkham Hills Community Centre
When: 9:30am – 10:30am on Wednesday,  
5th March & 9:30am – 10:30am on 
Wednesday, 12th March
*Bookings not essential

AQUA AEROBICS CLASSES
Stay active and improve your fitness  
in a supportive and refreshing environment,  
during a FREE aqua aerobics class  
at Waves.
Where: Waves Fitness and Aquatic Centre

When: 11am – 11:45am on Wednesday,  
5th March & 9:30am – 10:15am on Thursday, 
13th March

MOVIE SCREENING
Relax with a FREE screening of Bridget Jones: 
Mad About The Boy at Events Cinemas.
Where: Events Cinemas, Castle Towers
When: 4pm – 6pm on Thursday, 6th March

SENIORS FESTIVAL EXPO
Connect with the local community and enjoy 
a vibrant showcase of local service providers, 
businesses, and community organisations. 
Shuttle buses to the Expo are available from 
multiple locations.
Where: Hills Community Care, Balcombe 
Heights Estate
When: 10am – 3pm on Thursday,  
13th March

JAZZ AT THE PINES
Listen to the enchanting sounds of live  
jazz and tour the grounds of the  
historic Roughley House. All ticket  
holders will receive a $5 voucher to enjoy a 
complimentary homemade cake, coffee,  
and/or morning tea.
Where: Roughley House ‘The Pines’
When: 12:30pm – 3:30pm on Sunday,  
16th March

For more information and to register,  
visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and search for 
‘Seniors Festival.’

Putting A Spotlight on Seniors at  
The Hills Seniors Festival
The Hills Shire Council is celebrating the 
outstanding contributions of its senior 
residents with a two-week festival filled 
with free events and activities from 
March 2nd to March 16th.

Residents aged 60 and over are invited to 
enjoy a complimentary screening of the new 
Bridget Jones movie, Mad About The Boy, 
at Castle Towers and a free Devonshire tea 
during the Bella Vista Farm Open Day.

Seniors can also try out Tai Chi and aqua 
aerobics for free, as well as an Expo where 
attendees can connect with care service 
providers and more.

Mayor of The Hills Shire Council,  
Dr Michelle Byrne, said the celebration aims  
to put a spotlight on seniors and their 
dedication to the community, aligning with  
this year’s theme: “Time to Shine.”

“We’re offering a range of free activities  
to honour and celebrate the contributions 
of our senior residents while providing an 
opportunity for seniors to connect and 
socialise,” Mayor Byrne said.

“Seniors play an integral role in our 
community, with an incredible 77 per cent  
of Council’s volunteers aged over 60.  
Their dedication to volunteering, sport, 
recreation, and the arts makes The Hills a 

fantastic place to live, work, and enjoy life.
“Whether it’s enjoying a cuppa at the farm,  

a film at Castle Towers, an afternoon of  
jazz at Roughley House, or a dip in the pool  
at Waves, there’s something for everyone 
during NSW Seniors Festival.”

By Appointment  
31 Arcadia Road, Galston, NSW 2159  

(next to the Galston Club)

Dr Graham Campbell  •  Dr Joyce Beardsell
Dr. Mohammed Ansary •  Dr Sinija Rodrigues

Galston Medical Centre
since 1980

Fully Accredited Practice

Online Appointments

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8.30-6PM | SATURDAY 8.30-12PM

The Hills Shire’s Seniors Festival program consists of:

http:///www.galstonmedicalcentre.com.au


P O L I T I C A L  N E W S

Follow us on telegram.com/galstonnews  M A R C H 2025 | Galston Community News 31

Hello Residents,

TACKLING STORMWATER
For years, parts of Galston, particularly Glen Street, The Knoll, 
Gardiner Road and The Glade have struggled with stormwater, 
particularly during periods of heavy rainfall. At a recent community 
gathering, these issues were discussed. Council presented a way 
forward, including the upgrading of drainage systems and the 
clearing of blocked stormwater flow paths. While challenges still 
remain, these efforts signal a clear intention to mitigate flooding 
and to protect the homes of residents impacted. The community 
feedback is appreciated and has been integral in shaping  
these solutions.

A NEW OFF-LEASH DOG AREA IN FAGAN PARK: A WIN FOR DOG OWNERS
Exciting news for dog owners with the opening of a new off-leash 
dog park. This addition will serve as a safe and vibrant space 
for dogs to roam freely while promoting community connection 
among local residents. The park is designed with functionality  
in mind, featuring shade tree planting, seating areas, dog-friendly 
water stations, and secure fencing. These features aim to create 
a welcoming environment for both two-legged and four-legged 
visitors. The new park will complement the existing recreational 
spaces in Fagan Park, providing families with another reason to  
get outdoors and enjoy the beauty of Hornsby Shire.

RAY WHITEMAN HERITAGE FENCE: PRESERVING GLENORIE'S LEGACY
The Ray Whiteman Heritage 
Fence will pay tribute to 
Ray Whiteman, a lifelong 
resident of Glenorie, for his 
considerable contribution 
to the greatness of the 
Glenorie Community.  
The fence will 
complement the Glenorie 
Memorial Hall, which 
honours the sacrifices  
of local servicemen  
and women. Featuring a 
timeless design,  
the fence reflects  
the rural aesthetic  
of the area while 
ensuring longevity for 
future generations.

The fundraising for  
the Ray Whiteman 
Heritage Fence was a 
community effort,  
made possible through 
the combined efforts 
of local residents, 
businesses, Bendigo Bank 
and the Glenorie Progress 
Association. If you would like to become part of the history  
of Glenorie, email: secretary@glenorieprogress.org.au

For these or any other issues please feel free to contact me on 
jseaglove@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Rural Roundup 

Jane Seaglove  
HORNSBY COUNCILOR

Discover the beauty of 
autumn with Hornsby 
Shire Council’s free 
guided bushwalks
With autumn fast approaching, Hornsby Shire Council has 
unveiled its upcoming schedule of free guided bushwalks, 
aimed at providing an educational, safe and enjoyable  
outdoor experience, exclusively for Hornsby Shire residents.

The bushwalking program certainly has something for everyone,  
with a wide range of events planned, some targeted at beginners 
looking to take an easy stroll, others to bushwalking enthusiasts 
looking for a challenging hike.

Bushwalkers will be sure to learn a lot on these outings,  
with knowledgeable guides and organisers providing fascinating 
insights into the natural and cultural history of the Bushland Shire. 
Upcoming guided bushwalks this autumn include:

•	Cultural History – Berowra Station to  
Waratah Bay Bushwalk, Berowra

•	Sphinx to Bobbin Head Return Bushwalk, North Turramurra
•	Wild Investigators Activity for 7-12 Year Olds, Fagan Park, Galston
•	Endangered Forest Walk, Cherrybrook
•	Fagan Park Dog Walk, Galston

Hornsby Shire Mayor Warren Waddell has encouraged  
residents to take up the opportunity to explore nature with this 
bushwalking initiative.

“The guided autumn bushwalks offer a fantastic opportunity for 
residents to immerse themselves in the Bushland Shire’s natural 
beauty and learn about local plants and wildlife from our experts,”  
said Mayor Waddell.

The autumn bushwalks are part of Hornsby Shire Council’s rolling 
program of guided walks which showcase the Bushland Shire through 
the changing seasons. Programs are announced three times per year 
and are very popular – residents are advised to book early so they 
don’t miss out.

For dates and further details of the upcoming spring events,  
or to register https://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/bushwalks
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From the desk of 
James Wallace

MEMBER FOR HORNSBY

Julian Leeser
FEDERAL MEMBER  

FOR BEROWRA

A plan to bring back the dream  
of home ownership
For many families in Berowra, home ownership feels 
further out of reach than ever before. Rising house prices, 
increasing rents, and limited housing supply have made it 
difficult for first-home buyers and young families to stay 
in the area.

Parents worry as their children move away because they  
simply can’t afford to buy locally. I want Australian to own their 
own home. The Liberal Party has a plan to make homeownership 
achievable again.

We will introduce a Super Home Buyer Scheme, allowing 
individuals to access up to $50,000 of their superannuation for 
a deposit, giving young people a much-needed boost towards 
purchasing their first home.

We will also pause foreign investors and temporary residents 
purchasing existing homes, which is currently crowding  
Australians out.

Our migration levels are also exceeding the rate at which new 
homes are being built. That is why we will reduce the migration 
intake by 25 per cent over the next two years – to allow housing 
supply to finally catch up with demand.

By implementing policies that reduce demand and provide 
targeted financial support, we can help families in Berowra secure 
a place to call their own. I want to ensure home ownership remains 
a reality for future generations in our community.

As the new State Member for Hornsby I was honoured to 
give my inaugural speech in Parliament.

The speech explored the unique 
history of the Hornsby Shire.  
My family first moved to the 
Hornsby Shire around 1906, 
which was the year the Shire 
was founded and was home  
to just 5,000 people.  
Hornsby’s residents at the time 
worked as fruit growers, farmers, 
timber-millers and tradespersons. 
They lived in small villages amongst 
the bushland.

Our area has been blessed by so many who volunteered  
their time and gave their money to support the community. 
There are many great stories which prove this point - whether it 
is Hornsby Hospital which was built with funds raised by local 
initiatives in suburbs from Glenorie to Brooklyn, or the farmers  
and community members who came together with donated  
trucks and equipment to form the first Rural Fire Brigade  
(now Galston RFS).

To protect and preserve this community spirit, I used my 
inaugural speech to call for renewed efforts to support the  
work of our community organisations, encourage people to  
engage in voluntary work and improve our parks and community 
facilities. I acknowledged the many volunteers who take their  
time – freely and generously – to build those connections and  
to support our community.

I also highlighted the challenges of after-school care for  
our kids. Locally, there are schools where after-school care  
spaces are very limited, and even when space is available,  
parents still feel pressure to leave work early to pick up children 
to other activities like football and netball practice, scouts, guides 
and music lessons. I called for after-school programs to be 
integrated with the other activities that our kids are involved with. 
This requires rules changes to ensure community groups can 
access school grounds and after-school care centres are able to 
walk children to nearby parks and facilities.

I outlined a number of policy priorities focussing on improving 
housing affordability, and utilising technology and data to improve 
the quality of services at our schools and hospitals.

I acknowledged the responsibility given to me by the people of 
the Hornsby electorate. I will do all I can to serve you.

Authorised by Julian Leeser MP, Liberal Party of Australia,  Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills NSW 2120.

   Assist with accessing Federal Government services  

  Attend your local community event 

  Arrange congratulatory messages

As your Federal Member, I am here to:

Please contact my office if I can be of assistance.

JULIAN LEESER MP
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BEROWRA

 Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills NSW 2120    02 9980 1822 

 julian.leeser.mp@aph.gov.au    julianleeser.com.au    julianleesermp

Julian speaking in the Australian Parliament last month 
on home ownership as a Matter of Public Importance.

http://julianleeser.com.au
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GROWING FOOD FOR 
WILDLIFE PROJECT

The Growing Food for 
Wildlife Project began 
when local wildlife carers 
approached The Hills Shire 
Council and asked if they 
may have some land where 
they could plant specific 
native species to grow for 
the special food needs of 
rescued wildlife whilst in the 
care of local wildlife rescue 
groups. The Community 
Environment Centre in  
Currie Avenue at Annangrove 
was already an ideal site 
with a well established 
native plants garden from 
which wildlife carers could 
collect suitable foods.

There was also some 
unutilised and available land 
nearby suitable for planting 
a range of additional suitable 
species that has now been 
developed for this purpose.

An enthusiastic, active 
volunteer community was 
already available which could 
help with advice, as well as help 
maintain the native plantings.

Some of the rescued wildlife, 
such as possums, can eat up 
to 2kgs of native foliage a day! 
However, they would probably 

only eat the fresh outer tips of 
any fresh green foliage provided. 
Nectarivorous birds also need to 
eat from flowering native plants 
whilst in care, so that they can 
easily recognise their natural 
food source when released. 
Collecting native foliage and 
greens for rescued wildlife is 
a huge job for busy wildlife 
carers! The planting plots at the 
Community Environment Centre 
contain specifically selected  

local native species that  
wildlife carers most need to help 
support them to feed and care 
for our rescued local wildlife.

A group of dedicated 
Volunteers tend to these planting 
plots at monthly working bees, 
then regularly harvest and  
donate available native foliage  
to wildlife carers who need it.  
They continue to provide 
supplies for injured wildlife 
whilst bringing like-minded 
communities together in a much 
needed support activity.

For further information go to
growingfoodforwildlifeproject.org

This essential volunteer driven 
community project was recently 
featured in the ABC’s Gardening 
Australia program.

Hidden in the Hills
BY LACHLAN TURNER

State Of The Art Storage Facilities
YOUR SPACE YOU KEEP THE KEYS

SHORT OR LONG TERM STORAGE

24/7 CAMERA SURVEILLANCE

FREE USE OF TROLLEYS

Variety of
Storage Sizes and Options FREE MOVE-IN TRUCK HIRE

*Conditions apply

PERSONAL STORAGE 
BOAT & CARAVAN
CAR STORAGE 

BUSINESS STORAGE
WINE STORAGE 
SHIPPING CONTAINERS

50 CARRINGTON RD

02 9659 1122

CASTLE HILL
324 ANNANGROVE ROAD

02 9679 2290

ROUSE HILL
36 MID DURAL ROAD

02 9653 1122

GALSTON *ACCESS FROM
5AM TO 10PM

Secure, Clean & Flexible

For FREE Quotes &  
Advice call Geoff on

We have been painting in the Hills District for over 30 years, 
concentrating on residential painting. We paint to a very high standard, 
preparation, priming and a combination of two and three coats is the 
key to a long lasting paint finish.

Before After

We are reliable, we meet all OHS requirements  
when it comes to high work.

0408 600 422

Interior and exterior painting
 New homes
 Extensions

 Repaints
 Restorations

For FREE Quotes &  
Advice call Geoff on

We have been painting in the Hills District for over 30 years, 
concentrating on residential painting. We paint to a very high standard, 
preparation, priming and a combination of two and three coats is the 
key to a long lasting paint finish.

Before After

We are reliable, we meet all OHS requirements  
when it comes to high work.

0408 600 422

Interior and exterior painting
 New homes
 Extensions

 Repaints
 Restorations

Interior and exterior painting
 New homes
 Extensions

 Repaints
 Restorations

For FREE Quotes &  
Advice call Geoff on

0408 600 422

We are reliable, we meet all OHS requirements  
when it comes to high work.

Repair and Renew. It’s what we do. 

Repair and Renew. It’s what we do. 

Hot and High 
Pressure Water 

Cleaning

Call Refurbish Group 0407 816 230
or email frank@refurbishgroup.com.au

ALL JOBS  
QUOTED Before After

http://www.hillsselfstorage.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/RefurbishGroup
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Trees for Weeds  
Programme – 2025
BY BARRY LEES

Landcare has been running this programme for several  
years now. Our generous donor is so pleased by what we have 
achieved that he has donated yet again! We are able to offer 
free local native plants to landowners in the rural area of 
Hornsby Shire, and those in the Hills Shire reasonably close  
to Old Northern Road. Our aim is to help people who have 
cleared weeds like lantana or privet, or want to revegetate 
cleared land, or create a wildlife corridor or plant out their 
nature strip or anything similar.

If this sounds like you, contact me (Barry Lees) on 9653 3691.  
If you are not sure what to plant, I can visit your place and advise what 
native plants would suit your location. They can be trees, shrubs or 
groundcovers. They will be seedlings in 50mm square tubes,  
minimum of 40. We will deliver them, you plant them and then return 
the empty tubes to me at Galston.

The plants will come from local Community nurseries, all grown  
by volunteers. At Landcare, we are volunteers who are keen to  
improve the environment, increase biodiversity and provide habitat for 
local animals. I encourage you to join us. 

See our website www.stillcreeklandcare.com.au

Bromeliad Society of Australia - 
Watering System for Bromeliads

The Bromeliad Society of Australia Inc will hold their next meeting  
at the Federation Pavilion, Castle Hill Showground on Saturday,  
8th March with plant sales to the public from 10am and the meeting 
commencing at 12noon.

If you missed Bob Sharpley’s presentation on the system 
he installed for watering his huge bromeliad collection. 
The good news he has agreed to go through the process 
again at this meeting.

Bob spent many hours researching watering systems 
and decided to go with an ORBIT brand WiFi watering 
system called B-Hyve.

The WiFi watering system could be turned on or off  
as needed, even while he is away on holidays by using  
his mobile phone.

He will bring to the meeting samples of piping, misting nozzles, tap connector, 
and the B-Hyve tap timer and her can assist with the costings for the installation.

There will also be our regular meeting activities such as competitions,  
Raffle, Show & Tell, and a more recent activity called just “Show” for people  
who would just like to share a plant with others without it being critically judged  
or discussed.

There is also an opportunity to meet like minded people in a friendly and  
inviting environment.

Contact Ian Hook on 0408 202 269, email ianhook1@bigpond.com,  
website www.bromeliad.org.au
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'The Hills Hornsby Rural Koala Project' (HHRKP)
Speaker - Pat Schwartz

Pat will outline the dedicated ongoing work in protecting  
and recognising the local koala populations.

Australian Plants Society-Parramatta/Hills Branch Meeting
Saturday 22/3/2025 at 2-00pm

Gumnut Hall, Gumnut Place, Cherrybrook, NSW

Visitors welcome.  
The meeting includes afternoon tea and plant sales.

Galston  
Garden Club

Our next meeting will be on 12th March 2025

The Galston Garden Club had it’s first meeting for 2025 on 
the 12th February. Visitors, new members and members were 
welcomed back with a interesting talk from Mal Johnston from 
Booongala Native Gardens and Rainforest. Mal outlined the 
history of Boongala and spoke about the garden with a pictorial.

You may be noticing around out district Ivory curl trees, botanically they 
are called Buckinghamia celsissima. Ivory curl trees tick all the boxes 
as they are fast growing and easy to care for with spectacular flowers 
that attract birds. It is an Australian Native. Ivory curl tree perfectly 
describes their curled Ivory coloured flowers which appear from late 
summer through into autumn. They are produced on the ends of 
branches and are full of nectar which attracts birds and bees alike.

Ivory Curl trees have a lovely dense umbrella shape, with attractive 
glossy green foliage. New growth often has a pinkish red tinge which 
provides interest even when not in flower. They are perfect as a feature 
tree or mass planted for privacy.

Originally from the tropical rainforests of eastern Queensland they 
are surprisingly adaptable and will even grow in areas with light frosts 
provided they are in a sheltered position. They will tolerate a wide range 

of soils but will benefit from good drainage with 
plenty of organic matter mixed in. The richer 
the soil the faster the growth. Plant in full 
sunt to part shade and maintain moisture 
levels until well established. After this 
they are quite dry tolerant.

Actual tree height will be determined 
by your climate. In warmer regions they 
reach 6 to 8 metres but the temperature 
drops, so does the height of the tree. This 
means in places like Sydney or Melbourne 
the ivory curl tree is more of a large shrub than 
a real tree. Plants usually flower after 2 to 3 years.

The Galston Garden Club’s next meeting will be on 
the 12th March, (we meet on the 2nd Wednesday of each month)  
at the Community Hall, 37 Arcadia Rd, Galston. Visitors are welcome. 
We end our meetings with a Chat and Cuppa.

For more information visit our website www.galstongardenclub.com.au  
or email galstongardenclub@gmail.com

 Available locally
Climbing Expert & Qualified Arborist

Fast & Locally Service
20+ Years Experience
Responsible Tree Removal
24/7 Emergency Tree Service
Fully Licensed & Insured

TREE REMOVAL 
LARGE & SMALL

CALL JOE TODAY

02 8999 6267
treesdownunder.com.au

http://treesdownunder.com.au
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BATHROOM
Renovation Services

Empire Bathrooms are a local family run business.

Our team of professional tradies have been delivering quality 
bathrooms in the local area for over 15 years.

We take the stress out of your renovation process. 
Call now for an obligation free quote.

8919 4681
info@empirebathrooms.com.au

20/252 New Line Road Dural

www.empirebathrooms.com.au

God Exists!
Last month we introduced the thought of  
New Year’s resolutions, with a view to exploring 
some of the big questions of life! We wrote that 
by prioritising our understanding of, as well as 
our heart relationship with God, the foundation 
is set for the decisions we make in every other 
area of our lives.

Answering the first question - Does God exist?  
- seems almost too difficult to answer in half a page 
of writing; and it IS because this is GOD we’re  
talking about, not someone we casually know!

So, to help us, we’ve taken a very short snapshot 
from the introduction to the “Thirst Quencher Bible”, 
edited by Greg Laurie.

Please be encouraged to look up the following 
notes and Bible verses to find out who God is and  
that He DOES exist.

1. God is All- Knowing, Ever Present and All-Powerful. The Creator  
of the Universe knows every intimate detail of His Creation.  
(Matthew 10:29-31.)

2. God is Holy. His incomparable holiness merits our worship. 
(Revelation 15:2-4).

3. God is Loving & Just. God’s justice is tempered by His love in  
sending His only Son Jesus Christ to save humankind from sin.  
(2 Peter 3:3-9 and John 3:16-17).

4. God is Personal. (Psalm 139).

5. God is in Control. It is important to remember this fact, even if and 
when things around us seem to be in chaos. (Romans 11:33-36).

6. The God of the Bible is the One True God. (1 Corinthians 8:6).

It has been said,
“If God was small enough for your minds, He wouldn’t be big enough  
for your needs!”

God bless.

Pr. Alex & Dee Valich -  
Glenorie Community Church, Sunday service: 10am

https://empirebathrooms.com.au/
http://www.customalfresco.com
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Bubsie comes to Galston Church
Have you ever wanted to pack your bags and travel  
around Australia? It’s been a dream of mine for many years. 
And although Rhonda and I have visited every Australian city, 
and have lived in Perth, Melbourne, and now Sydney,  
there are many amazing places we still haven’t seen. So it’s  
on our bucket list. Maybe it’s on yours too?

100 years ago when most outback roads were bull dust or loose  
gravel at best, a 22-year-old man by the name Nevill Westwood had 
such a dream. After discovering the undeniable accuracy of Bible 
prophecy, Nevill became an Adventist in 1921 at the age of 18.  
Later he enrolled in a Bible study course where he met Greg Davies  
who had the same aspirations.

In 1925 these two young men made the decision to visit the  
outback regions of Australia in a second-hand car that Nevill  
had bought; a trusty 1923 Citroen 5CV, known for its exceptional 
features and reliability. After naming the little car Bubsie, 
Westwood and Davies left Perth on 4th August 1925 sharing 
their faith in God and the Bible throughout some of the  
most remote and hottest regions of Australia; places like 
Marble Bar which recorded 160 days over 37 degrees the 
year before.

In celebration of their exceptional feat, ‘The Incredible 
Journey’ team from NSW are retracing the steps of these 
two pioneering men who travelled almost 18,000Kms in  
148 days. And while the original Bubsie, driven by Westwood 
and Davies, can be seen in the National Museum in Canberra, 
on Tuesday 11th March, a beautifully restored replica of 
Nevill’s car will be on display at ‘The Persimmon Place’ 
(Waddell’s Orchard) 375 Galston Road, Galston from  
10am – 12pm; and then at Galston Adventist Church  
from 2pm – 5pm.

Please join us for this memorable event and discover  
what inspired Westwood and Davies to make such a 
dangerous, incredible journey. And make sure you get  

your free copy of the ‘Overlander’ detailing Nevill Westwood and  
Greg Davies amazing adventure. This event is promoted by  
‘The Incredible Journey’ and Galston Adventist Church.  
For more information visit ‘The Incredible Journey’ at: tij.tv or  
contact Steve Belson on 0438 459 223.

Galston Adventist Church exists primarily to share the love and truth 
of Jesus Christ and His soon return. Please continue to pray for each 
other and for our community.

Steve Belson (Pastor), Galston Adventist Church
Phone 0438 459 223
49 Arcadia Road, Galston

Christ Died for our Sins
The New Testament is very clear that Christ died once and  
for all, for our sins. His death was sufficient to pay the price 
for all our sins. His death never needs to be repeated.  
No- one can ever offer that sacrifice again.

There are those who teach that man will bear part of his own 
punishment for sin. The Bible never says that about Christians.  
Of course the unsaved person will bear his own punishment, but not  
the Christian. Christ has suffered once and for all for us. Sin may 
interrupt our fellowship with God, never our relationship.

Other people say that Satan will one day bear part of the  
punishment for our sin. But the Bible says that it is Christ,  
(1 Peter 3:18-22), and Christ alone, who paid all the penalty when  
He took our sins in His body on the tree. Isaiah said that God laid  
on Him, Christ, the iniquity of us all. We should thank God every day 
that Christ has done this for us.

There are a number of difficult thoughts in verses 19-22.  
Do not be disturbed by them. We are told that Christ was brought  
back to life by the Spirit of God, but we are not given a clear  
explanation of what is meant by His preaching to souls in prison. 
Possibly during the time His body was in the grave He showed  

Himself to those who did not believe the Word of God in Old  
Testament times.

Perhaps He said something like this to them. ”You didn’t believe  
that I was coming. Here I am, proof that the words of those prophets 
were true words. Now it is to late for you. You should have believed 
while you had the opportunity.

In the same way that the ark saved Noah and his family (v. 20),  
so Christ saves us. The very water that overwhelmed others,  
lifted the ark and carried Noah and his family to safety. So Christ 
carries us through the waters of judgement and keeps us  
absolutely safe. Baptism is the way to show that we belong to Christ.  
It is a picture of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Let us go back again to this great truth – Christ died for  
our sins once and for all. We have complete salvation in Him  
if we accept what He has done for us. Stop and thank God for  
that today.

( A MESSAGE BY THE LATE REV ED. LONG.)

Glenorie Mission Church - 1409 Old Northern Rd, Glenorie 2157.  
Sunday Service: 10am.
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GLENORIE MISSION CHURCH

Volunteer Musicians Wanted
call Callum 0414 584 303

 Sunday Service and Sunday School 10:00am

Ph: 0404 144 612
www.glenoriemission.org

Jesus said: “I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me.”

News from 
St Benedict’s 
March 2025

EASTER IS LATE THIS YEAR
The 2025 Easter period starts on 5th March with Ash Wednesday,  
the beginning of Lent, which is almost a month later than last year’s 
date (14th February). Lent is the six week period that leads up to Easter. 

Why the variability in dates? Because the date of Easter is governed 
by the moon’s calendar. Easter Sunday is always celebrated on the first 
Sunday after the full moon that follows the equinox, 21st March,  
the date that day and night are close to equal in length. Easter’s variable 
date can be a bit of a nuisance but is based on a very long tradition 
established by the early Christians. St Benedict’s Ash Wednesday 
services will be at 7am in the St Benedict’s Monastery and 9:30am and 
7pm in the Parish Church.

CONGRATULATIONS PAULA
Our Parish Secretary Paula El Chaar is celebrating five years in  
the position. Paula keeps our parish functioning as it should.  
Her cheerful manner and thoughtfulness are reflected in everything  
she does to make our community feel like a family. Her role entails 
many tasks and we are all very grateful to her.

ST BENEDICT’S YOUTH GROUP
February saw the youth group coming together for the first time  
in 2025. These Friday afternoon gatherings of young people aged 8-12 
during the school terms gives them a chance to meet, get to know each 
other and share fun activities. Picture shows a small group of the kids 
last year building a model of Jerusalem.

ST BENEDICT’S PARISH SERVICES
Please check our website for service times and parish information 
www.bbcatholic.org.au/arcadia. Click on the News and Events tab to 
find the weekly Parish Bulletin. Or ring Paula 9653 2312 on Monday  
or Friday at the Parish Office, St Benedict’s Catholic Church 2 Fagans 
Road Arcadia.

DURAL & DISTRICT 
PROSTATE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

SUPPORT GROUP  
MEETINGS ARE HELD 

3rd MONDAY EVENING  
OF THE MONTH

7:00pm for 7:15pm

The Blue Gum Centre 
Glenhaven Green

607 Old Northern Road, Glenhaven

CONTACT: GRAHAM STAGGS
Ph: 8677 7896 or 0402 421 062
Email: gstaggs@accsoft.com.au

Proudly affiliated with

Prostate Cancer Foundation 
of Australia

http://www.glenoriemission.org
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N S W  R F S  R E P O R T

Glenorie Rural Fire Brigade
Australia Day Celebrations

We would like to say thank you to five 
of our GRFB members Di, Elizabeth, 
Catherine, Michele and Don who 
attended the Australia Day event 
at Bella Vista Farm, organised 
by The Hills Shire Council.

Our team volunteered their time,  
in the true Aussie way,  
connecting with the community 
with fun-filled activities; sharing 
helpful fire safety tips to thousands 
of families; and those bright red 
RFS firefighter hats were an absolute 
winner with the children.

Galston Uniting Church
Ah, technology...
... or, grrr, technology when its not working properly! ...  
which has been the case with our old sound system of late. 
Because, as someone speaks, they may suddenly,  
and for no apparent reason, be confronted by a sound wall  
of uninterrupted static. This has been a signal for a young 
sound technologist to run to the front, make an adjustment 
to the lapel mike of the (usually older) speaker, then rush to 
the back to the sound desk to make yet another adjustment in 
order to quell the horrible noise.

So it is with considerable delight that I am able to announce that  
GUC has been able to upgrade its audio system! If you are a sometime 
user of church facilities, I’m sure that you will be pleased too!

The upgrade has also put a smile on the faces of our live-streaming 
technologists, who have been able to re-locate from their current 
position under the thunderous organ pipes to the sound booth at the 
back of the church. This means that they will no longer need to wear 
ear protection during hymns and it will replace some of the equipment 
that was cobbled together quickly so that weekly church services could 
continue during Covid lockdown.

Our thanks to Kath and Reuben for all they have done to bring about 
this upgrade.

SAVE THE DATES!
Church Fete - A Community Event -  
Saturday, 22nd March - from 10.00am - at the church.
There will be - Books, (adults and children’s), second hand clothing,  
a raffle, car-boot sales, plants, cakes, white elephant stalls,  
Devonshire teas, and lots of other good things to eat.

Galston Concert - Sunday March 30th at 2pm.
Featuring Accordionist Extraordinaire, Ross Maio.
Bookings: Trybooking.com - or cash only at the door.  
($40, $30 (concession), Children free)

Church services continue in church at 10am on Sundays, and you can 
also watch our live-streams. You can find Galston Uniting Church on 
Facebook (don’t forget to ‘like’ us) or “Google” Galston Uniting Church 
Facebook posts.

If you, or someone you know needs prayer support or just someone to 
chat to, please do not hesitate to get in touch. The church office is open 
on Tuesdays and Fridays.

 Contact Elizabeth Garlick, Office Manager.
Phone 9653 2039
11 School Road, Galston
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GREAT COMPANY
GREAT JOBS

Ÿ Product Managers...

   Our success needs more hands
Ÿ Interns... 

Earn & Learn

    Great products that ght re, oods & drought

Aussie pumps is growing...we need you! 

Ÿ Media Manager...

Ÿ Fitters & Assemblers...

   Exciting, fun, creative 

Email resume to careers@aussiepumps.com.au   

aussiepumps.com.au  |   8865 3500

Aussie Pumps 
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 acts under its own AFSL 237879 and under an agreement with the insurer Insurance Australia
Limited trading as CGU Insurance ABN 11 000 016 722, AFSL 227681. Any advice provided is general advice only and does not take into account your
individual objectives, financial situation or needs (“your personal circumstances”). Policy conditions, limitations and exclusions apply. Before using this advice to
decide whether to purchase a product, you should consider your personal circumstances and the relevant the Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market
Determinations from bendigobank.com.au/insurance (1783922-1783194) OUT_43091722, 05/02/2025

Through Bendigo Bank, you’ll have home and contents

insurance you can rely on.

Visit us in branch or at bendigobank.com.au/homeinsurance to

get a quote.

Galston & District 9653 2227

Home and contents

insurance

Galston RFS and  
International Women’s Day  
8th March 2025
The theme of the IWD 2025 #AccelerateAction is a  
worldwide call to acknowledge strategies, resources and 
activity that positively impact women’s advancement,  
and to support and elevate their implementation.  
According to the World Economic Forum, it will take until 
the year 2158, roughly 5 generations from now, to reach full 
gender parity. IWD belongs to all groups everywhere and is 
inclusive without being exclusive.

One of the biggest ways to help #AccelerateAction is to  
‘Support the Supporters’. So as a Supporter, Galston Rural Fire Brigade 
will be reaching out to women and girls in our community,  
to come along to an All Women information and experience day at our 
Johnstone Road Fire Station on Saturday 8th March. At the RFS we 
support women and girls into leadership, decision making and STEM 
roles and encourage the advancement of women and girls.

You will have access to our station resources, fire trucks and 
equipment, and try your hand at using water pumps and hoses,  
and of course a chance to don our stylish RFS Fire Fighting uniform. 
There are no age restrictions, and we have a very active  
Junior’s Brigade as well for the teenagers. Coincidently we’re also 
currently recruiting for members where we will provide education  

and training on all the latest fire fighting skills and equipment,  
and our experienced trainers will guide you through the process to gain 
firefighting qualifications.

Being a Volunteer firefighter takes as much or as little time  
as you can spare, and you’ll meet some great like-minded people  
on the journey. You’ll meet Jen, a former Police Officer who is  
one of our Senior Fire Fighters and part of our Community  
Engagement Team.

International Women’s day has been an ongoing global event  
since 1911, and is truly an inclusive, diverse and eclectic moment  
of impact worldwide, and this year once again we’ll be bringing  
Galson RFS along to the party.

So don’t be shy grab your mum, a friend or your daughter and come 
along and get involved, and meet all the fantastic women and girls at 
Galston Rural Fire Brigade, then maybe you’ll be inspired to become a 
volunteer and become an IWD Supporter.

https://aussiepumps.com.au/careers/
http://www.bendigobank.com.au
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01  Recreate (6)
07  Eg from Tokyo (8)
08  Form of public transport (3)
09  High-kicking dance (6)
10  Speak indistinctly (4)
11  Mournful poem (5)
13  Noisiest (7)
15  Bodyguards (7)

ACROSS

DOWN

Sudoku
R A P T A N S W E R E D
E H W E H O A
P R O P H E T O N S E T
O T E L T A
R I O D E J A N E I R O
T L T H U A
E M U B A T H E M O B
R P A I A S

S H O R T C I R C U I T
C E R T N R
I D A H O I N E R T I A
A V W C D I C
O V E R S T E P P E A T

2 1 7 6 4 8 9 5 3
8 4 9 1 5 3 6 2 7
3 6 5 9 2 7 1 8 4
4 7 3 2 8 1 5 9 6
6 5 8 3 9 4 7 1 2
1 9 2 5 7 6 3 4 8
5 2 6 4 3 9 8 7 1
7 3 4 8 1 5 2 6 9
9 8 1 7 6 2 4 3 5

17  Lazy person (5)
21   Rounded protuberance on 

a camel (4)
22  Humorously sarcastic (6)
23   North American nation 

(abbrev.) (3)
24  Lengthen (8)
25   Molecule that binds to 

another (6)

01  Mob (6)
02  Brawn; strength (6)
03  Expel (5)
04  Underwriter (7)
05  Unequal (3-5)
06   Important topics for 

debate (6)

12  Putting into categories (8)
14  Uncomplaining (7)
16  Bitterly (6)
18  Small pit or cavity (6)
19  Esteem (6)
20  Lowed (anag) (5)

4 7 6
8 9 5

7 8
5 3 1

8 7
6 2 3

9 3
8 5 4

1 6 9

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18 19

20

21 22

23

24

25

Across
1 - Recreate (6)

7 - Eg from Tokyo (8)

8 - Form of public transport (3)

9 - High-kicking dance (6)

10 - Speak indistinctly (4)

11 - Mournful poem (5)

13 - Noisiest (7)

15 - Bodyguards (7)

17 - Lazy person (5)

21 - Rounded protuberance on a camel (4)

22 - Humorously sarcastic (6)

23 - North American nation (abbrev.) (3)

24 - Lengthen (8)

25 - Molecule that binds to another (6)

Down
1 - Mob (6)

2 - Brawn; strength (6)

3 - Expel (5)

4 - Underwriter (7)

5 - Unequal (3-5)

6 - Important topics for debate (6)

12 - Putting into categories (8)

14 - Uncomplaining (7)

16 - Bitterly (6)

18 - Small pit or cavity (6)

19 - Esteem (6)

20 - Lowed (anag) (5)

ANSWERS FROM  
FEBRUARY ISSUE

FILL THE GRID SO THAT EVERY COLUMN, EVERY ROW AND 
EVERY 3X3 BOX CONTAINS THE NUMBERS 1 TO 9.
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

Bricklaying services
new homes
extensions
and all your other masonry needs

retaining walls
stone work
structural landscaping 

License No: 234383C

Mobile: 0410 574 910
Email: cullenmasonry@hotmail.com.  abN: 96 126 801 689

C u l l e n  M a s o n r y ®

CmABSOLUTE AUTOMOTIVE
Arc Lic AU31532

George Kerrison
Jason Jamer

LPG REGO
INSPECTIONS

ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS & COMPLETE
SERVICING FOR ALL MAKES & MODEL VEHICLES

02 9651 4529
Unit 8, 829 Old Northern Rd, (Cnr Quarry Rd) Dural

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS  
AVAILABLE

• LOCK IN THE PRICE TODAY!

• DOCUMENT YOUR WISHES

Book an appointment at one of our offices  
or in the comfort of your own home with  

our mobile representatives.

Office Locations:
41 Palmdale Road, Palmdale

1083 Pacific Hwy (cnr Telegraph Rd), Pymble 
376 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights

14 Mingara Drive, Tumbi Umbi
2 Viewpoint Drive, Toukley

460 Avoca Drive, Green Point

1300 130 955
creightonsfuneralservice.com.au

Award  
winning  
gardens

Est. 1843/ 

180 years of  

service

LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
BRICKLAYING AND STONE WORKS

We have moved to:
Unit 22/276 New Line Road, Dural, NSW

Quality Smash Repairs

Insurance and  
Private Work

All work fully guaranteed

Free quotes  
(except third party)

Free Loan Cars

Reliable Flyer Deliver Service

Acreage Delivery $130 per thousand plus GST

We deliver to Annangrove, Arcadia, 
Cherrybrook, Dural, Galston, Glenhaven, 
Glenorie, Fiddletown, Kenthurst, Middle Dural




We also provide printing services should you require  
your flyers printed too.

Call Diana on 0408 011 193 
or email diana@adelphi.net.au for more details

http://creightonsfuneralservice.com.au
http://eludegames.com.au
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ELECTRICAL SERVICES
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Level 2 ASP  
Electrician

Professional Electrical Services for Residential and  
Commercial with over 15 years experience, specialising in:

Smart Home Automation
Data
Security Systems

Contact Gary on 0490 087 381

New Builds 
Renovations
Maintenance and Repairs

LOCAL TO GALSTON/DURAL  LIC No. 320758c

EmergencyEmergency
Call OutCall Out

NEED A RELIABLE LOCAL ELECTRICIAN? 
Here We Are!

Powering Galston, Glenorie & Hills
locals for over 10 years

with every service booked

COMPLIMENTARYSMOKE ALARM CHECK

All Electrical work incl. lights, power
points, switchboards & data

Security Cameras

Smoke Alarm Checks & Upgrades

Hot Water

Professional tradesmen who
clean up after themselves

SENIORS
DISCOUNT
available

0423 001 458
sapphireservices.com.au

Call Us Today

Clean & Professional Electricians providing a  
Lifetime Workmanship Warranty for your  

peace of mind.

Receive 20% off RRP on  
Beacon Lighting products.

1300 993 560
info@saunderselectricalgroup.com.au 

FENCING SERVICES

Please contact us for a free, no obligation quote.

ADAM COX 0418 424 031

ALL TYPES OF  
RESIDENTIAL AND  

RURAL FENCING
Free Quotes

Repairs Welcome.

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

 Mowing, Hedging, Cleaning
& Veggie Gardens
0455 951 034

  

BTLC
Build to Last Constructions & Plumbing

• RENOVATIONS-ADDITIONS     
• DECKS - PERGOLAS • PLUMBING

• 40 years experience

Lic No 189068c, 329191c, 341008c

Plumbing | Jake 0407 423 300
Construction | Dan 0408 756 669

Ellis Building Service

www.ellisbuildingcontractors.com.au

• Renovation & additions
• Decks & outdoor living areas
• Design and council arranged

Building Contractors
nailit@bigpond.com

Lic no 9095c

Building  
in the Hills  
for 46 yrsCall Brian

M: 0418 474592
Bus: 9654 2828

http://www.aussieelectricalandplumbing.com.au
http://sapphireservices.com.au
http://cornerstoneruralfencing.com.au
http://cornerstoneruralfencing.com.au
http://www.ellisbuildingcontractors.com.au
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PLUMBING SERVICESPAINTING SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

PLASTERER SERVICESMAINTENANCE SERVICES

Pest Control Specialists

Ants • Bees • Birds • Carpet Beetles • Cockroaches   
Mice • Silverfish • Spiders • Termites • Wasps

Sydney Wide • All Areas • Free Quotes • 7 Days a Week

Mark Owen 0423 017 515
info@accesspestcontrol.com.au
www.accesspestcontrol.com.au

Access Pest Control

Glenn Truelove
PLUMBER • ROOF PLUMBER • DRAINER 
GASFITTER • LP GASFITTER 
LICENCE No. 135755C

MOBILE 0400 804 211
Email gatruelove@bigpond.com

Greg Reid 
Plumbing Services

Plumber/Drainer • Gas Fitter • LPG 
Hot Water • Blocked Drains Cleared

Bathroom Renovations 
Over 30 Years Experience

No Job Too Small

0407 944 190
www.gregreidplumbing.com.au

License No. 112899c

HILLS DISTRICT PLUMBING
0459 305 360

All Plumbing Work 
Blocked Drains

www.hillsdistrictplumbing.au

Taps and Toilets 
Leaking Pipes

Hot Water Service 
Gas Fitting

SERVICES
• Gyprock plastering, Repairs, Cornices, Roses

• Ornamental Ceiling Panels, Suspended Ceilings
• Partition Walls 

J & C RANDO  P/L

All types of repairs, small or large.
Home, Office, Shop, Extensions, Granny flats

JOE RANDO - MOB: 0412 238 668

PROFESSIONAL PLASTERER

A.B.N. 20.003.189624  License No. R72770- (License: Joe Rando)

MR MEND
MAINTENANCE

Craig Allsop
0405 194 872
mrmend@bigpond.com

GYPROCK • RENDERING • CORNICE • ROOF REPAIRS 
GUTTERS/CLEANING • PAINTING • TILING •  CARPENTRY

FRIENDLY & 
RELIABLE SERVICE

 0411 737 605 | sean.refresh@gmail.com

All Internal and external 
Commercial and residential

Free Quote

 Your Local Painter 

Termite Inspections & EradicationTermite Inspections & Eradication

Residential & Commercial • New & Existing Homes

Ph: 9476 4294
Fax: 4575 0422
Mobile: Sean
0418 252 342

HOMEGUARD

ACCREDITED

FOR UNDER SLAB

TREATMENT

PAINTING & BUILDING
MAINTENANCE PTY LTDGrand

0419 449 034 • 1300 272 468
www.grandpainting.com.au

Master Painters Association member
Dulux Accredited | Fully Insured

Specialist in repairing all damages, cracks, peeled paints  
and paint defects. All jobs guaranteed.

25 years experience. FREE QUOTES & colour advice.
Lic 98578C

http://www.accesspestcontrol.com.au
http://www.gregreidplumbing.com.au
http://www.hillsdistrictplumbing.au
http://pureplumbingpros.com.au
http://www.refresh-painting.com.au
http://www.grandpainting.com.au
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PLUMBING SERVICES PLUMBING SERVICES

WASHING MACHINE AND DRYER SERVICES

TREE SERVICES

Julian Parry
Director

Phone: 1300 887 417
Dip. Hort (Arboriculture) Level 5, 

Cert. Arboriculture, Dip. Horticulture
Dip. Landscape, Cert Landscape

Arboricultural Consultation
Tree & Stump Removal

Land Clearance
Specialist Tree Pruning

Fully Insured
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LOCAL HILLS TO  
GALSTON PLUMBER
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Northside Washer Service
Washing Machine and Dryer
Repair and Sales
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

Graeme Shepherdson
Ph: 9481 8505 or 9457 9162
Mob: 0418 679 596

OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Speed Queen and Kleenmaid Authorised Agent

HILLS DISTRICT PLUMBERHILLS DISTRICT PLUMBER
 Google 4.9 Star Rating
 Guaranteed 24/7 Fast Response
 Lifetime Labour Warranty
 15% Seniors Discount
 On Time, No Mess or you Pay $100 Less

02 9199 2612
www.reactiveplumbing.com.au

Leaking Taps • Blocked Drains • Leaking Toilets  
Burst Pipes • CCTV Inspection • Hot Water Systems • Pipe Relining

Lic. 257268C

Call 02 9482 9199

 Plumbing, Drainage & Gasfitting
 Blocked Drains
 Hot Water Heaters
 CCTV - Water Jetter
 Gutters and Downpipes

scottandsons.com.au

Fast Emergency 
Service

DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

FAMILY BUSINESS 
FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Lic. No: 141840c

Scott & SonsScott & Sons
PlumbersPlumbers
Scott & Sons
Plumbers

ACR TILING  
SERVICES

ALL TYPES OF TILING INCLUDING  
BATHROOM AND LAUNDRY RENOVATIONS.

Over 20 years experience.
Glenorie based.

Call Neil  0411 219 281

TILING SERVICES

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR APRIL EDITION
Bookings and artwork deadline 15th March

Deliveries commence 28th March

Call Karen 0487 111 868

http://arborpride.com.au
http://www.aussieelectricalandplumbing.com.au/plumbing/
http://pureplumbingpros.com.au
http://www.reactiveplumbing.com.au
http://scottandsons.com.au
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T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

Trades and 
Services

Ad space available for $59  
ex gst per monthly edition

CONTACT  : DECLAN  0499 217 689

STRUCTURAL  
CARPENTRY
REPAIR WORK
TERMITE DAMAGE
ADDITIONS
CARPENTRY FIT OUT

SPECIALISING IN:

CARPENTRY SERVICES
dds.carpentry@outlook.com
Licence No. 395104C

Galston Dry 
Cleaners

9/360 Galston Rd, Galston
Mob: 0425 888 077

Cleaning Wedding Gowns, Curtains, 
Doonas and Leathers

Justin Kim   

0433 233 203
www.hillsidepainting.com.au

 Interior / Exterior
  Residential / Commercial
  Water Pressure Washing

CALL NOW FOR THE BEST PRICE
Lic#264338C

 Texture
  Water Damage Repair
 Plaster Repair

ANC RENOVATIONS 
New Builds, Granny Flats, Extensions, Renovations, 

Kitchen, Bathroom & Laundry Renovation 

www.ancrenovations.com.au

20+ year experience

Call Neil on 0404 412 755 
(Builder L23317C)

Local building team specialising in 
renovations, extensions, outdoor living  

and new builds!

Contact: adam@pragerbuilding.com.au  
or 0402 203 869 Lic no: 83655S

12/02/2025, 11:50 Marty Travers.png

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/WhctKLbVdbfXdNnMCvfVGXqDJlFntNrkCvGzGXTqQXzCxkCsRMDVmsCRQbccVtfWxZpdskL?compose… 1/1

EXPERIENCED 
SHEARER

ABN and fully insured.
PHONE BOBBY
0439 034 926

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Air Perfection  
Air Conditioning 
Sales, Service & Installation

0427 305 247
airperfection247@gmail.com

SENIORS DISCOUNT

Casual domestic and  
other duties. Seeking a  
reliable mature person for  
a couple days a week.

PHONE
02 9653 1115

APPLY NOW

POSITION 
VACANT

76.5mm

Rainfall
Rainfall recorded period  
17/01/25 to 
15/02/25 is

MEGAPEST
CONTROL

Spiders, Cockroaches,  
Termites, Ants, Mice, 

Bedbugs, etc. Rodents

4566 8118
0408 192 408Ian Black

Licenced to Kill  Lic no. 5080911

MEGAPEST
CONTROL

PAT FEDELE
Professional Painter

Li
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e 

R9
6

4
5

8

Local Licensed Painter in the 
Hills Shire for over 30 years - 

Fully Insured 

Free Quotes
0407 232 869

Peter’s 
BARBER SHOP
Galston  
9653 2782

Peter’s 
BARBER SHOP
Galston  
9653 2782

http://www.abcseamless.com.au
http://www.hillsidepainting.com.au
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C O M M U N I T Y  C O N T A C T S

Avicultural Society of NSW Inc.
Welcomes persons interested in  
Avicultural (bird keeping). The society 
holds monthly meetings which include 
presentations and talks on all aspects of 
bird keeping and breeding.

 Paul Henry 9872 464 or 0408 617 686
ALANON Family Group
Meets 8pm each Friday. Trying to live with 
someone who has a drinking problem? 
Come along to these meetings.

 Galston Community Health Centre
 9264 9255

Arcadia Community Hall
Available for functions. Inspections welcome.

 136 Arcadia Road, Arcadia
 9847 6504

Arcadia Galston Residents' Association
Membership is open to all adult residents/
ratepayers of postcode 2159.

 www.AGRA2159.com.au
Arcadian Quilters
Every 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesdays of each 
month at 9.30am.

  Galston Community Health and 
Resource Centre

 Carole on 9894 7749
Association of Independent Retirees Ltd
Meetings are held on the first Friday of 
each month at 10am. 

 Yarrara Rd Pennant Hills
 John Guthrie on 9634 6727

Castle Hill Art Society
Monthly Meetings and Art Demonstrations 
are every first Wednesday of each month 
at 7.30pm.

 155 Ridgecorp Drive, Castle Hill
 9899 3179

Circular Keys Chorus
Are always seeking would-be Divas. De-stress 
as you learn to sing acappella 4 part harmony 
with passionate CKC singers. Rehearsals in 
Castle Hill Wednesdays 7.30-10pm.

 Janet 9653 2959
 info@circularkeys.org
 www.circularkeys.org

Computer Pals for Seniors - The Hills
55 Plus? Take the first step to tech confidence 
today. Friendly monthly meetings 2nd 
Wednesday 10am at Harvey Lowe Pavillion; 
weekdays in school terms for training at the 
Old Caretakers Cottage, behind the Pavillion 
Theatre at Castle Hill Showground.

 0479 137 131
 www.cphills.org.au

Coonara Cherrybrook Probus Club
Meets at the Castle Hill Bowling Club 79 Castle 
Street, Castle Hill on 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at 10.30am. New members welcome.

 Sue 0419 994 948
 sueandjb@bigpond.com

Dural and District Historical Society Inc
Holds its lecture meetings on the 2nd 
Saturday of each month at 2pm in the Galston 
Uniting Church, School Road, Galston.

  History Cottage, 412 Galston Road, Galston 
is open for research by appointment.

 Michael Bell 9653 1365
Dural and District Prostate Cancer 
Support Group
We meet the 3rd Monday of every month. 
7:00pm for 7:15pm start.

  Blue Gum Centre Glenhaven Green  
607 Old Northern Rd, Glenhaven

  Graham 8677 7896 or 0402 421 060
Dural and Hills District Garden Club
Meetings at 8pm on 1st Wednesday of 
each month.

  Mid Dural Fire Station, 57 Mid Dural Road
 Di Glasgow 0409 909 161
 duralgardenclub@yahoo.com.au

Dural-Glenorie Scouts
Joeys (aged 6–7 years), Cubs (aged 8– 
10 years) and Scouts (aged 11–15 years) 
meet weekly at the Scout Hall in Galston 
Road, Galston. Learn new skills, challenge 
yourself, experience outdoor activities, 
make new friends, have fun!

 Warren Payne 0419 280 967
Dural Mens Shed
Meets Thursday and Saturday 9am. 
Woodwork & Metalwork/Welding facilities.

  Dural Sport and Leisure Centre corner 
Pellitt Lane and Kenthurst Rd

 Chris Thomas 0402 478 498
 www.duralmensshed.org

Friends of Fagan Park
Volunteer group actively preserving the 
remarkable rural history of Hornsby Shire. The 
Friends meet every Tuesday from 9am-4pm 
maintaining historic Netherby Cottage and its 
garden and also restoring farm machinery and 
implements to working order. Members of the 
public and new friends are always welcome! 
Open days are the 2nd Sunday of each month, 
1.30pm - 4.00pm, and other special occasions.

 Ian Browning 0419 435 475
 friendsoffaganpark3@gmail.com

Ferry Artists Gallery
For info on workshops & membership see 

 www.ferryartists.org
  Old Northern Rd, Wisemans Ferry 2775
 02 4566 4385

Galston Area Residents’ Association Inc
Meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 
8pm (during school terms).
New members always welcome.

  Galston Primary School Library,  
School Road, Galston

 0403 076 175
Galston Branch CWA
Meets on the second Wednesday of  
each month. New members are sure of a 
friendly welcome.

 Galston Community Health Centre
  Patricia 0412 948 787 or  
Jann 0439 222 217

Galston Community Hall
37 Arcadia Rd, Galston available for 
functions, air-conditioned, inspections 
welcome. Bookings call 9847 6050.

 Galston Community Health Centre.  
This centre is an outreach of Hornsby and 
Ku-ring-gai Health Service and is situated at 
17 Arcadia Road, Galston (cnr of The Glade).

 9485 7599
Galston Garden Club
New members are always welcome. 
Meetings held at 7.30pm on the second 
Wednesday of every month.

 Galston Community Centre
 Lorraine Muscio 0448 478 161

Girl Guides
Is an exciting opportunity for girls to learn and 
develop life skills, meet new friends, enjoy the 
outdoors, make their own challenges, express 
their creativity and much more. Junior Guides 
(age 6-9) meet Thursdays 4.30-6pm at Galston 
Guide Hall and Guides (age 10-14) meet 
Thursdays 6-8pm at Annangrove Guide Hall.

 GalstonDM@girlguides-nswactnt.org.au
Glenorie Maroota Bioregional Forum
Meets at 7.30pm on the first Wednesday 
of each month. Let us know of your local 
environment and heritage concerns.

 Glenorie Community Hall
 Carolyn Hall carolyn@dhphc.com.au

Glenorie Memorial Hall
Available for Hire. Seats up to 120  
people. Tables and chairs available.  
Small kitchen/servery.

 Pat Schwartz 0419 321 276
Glenorie Progress Association
Meets 2nd Thursday of each month at 7pm.

 Glenorie RSL Club
 secretary@glenorieprogress.org.au
 0418 432 587

Glenorie Probus Club
This Club meets every 4th Wednesday at 
11.00am. New members are welcome.

 Glenorie RSL Club
 Wendy 9653 1022
 wendyireneblack@yahoo.com.au

Glenorie RSL Club
Glenorie RSL Sub-Branch meets on 2nd 
Tuesday of the month commencing at 7pm.

 Glenorie RSL Club
 Graham Bruce 0432 391 811

Gregoriana Arcadia
We welcome new members to join a 
community choir, Gregoriana Arcadia, 
dedicated to learning and singing the 
ancient, spiritual Gregorian music. It is sung 
in Latin and without accompaniment. No 
previous choir experience or knowledge of 
Latin is required, and there are no fees. We 
practise from 2-4pm on the second Saturday 
in the month, in the beautiful chapel.

 Bendictine Monastery, Arcadia
 Andrew: ajjhede@gmail.com

Hills Community Aid No Interest Loans 
up to $1,000
For whitegoods, furniture, computers, 
essential repairs etc.

 Hills Community Aid 9639 8620
 enq@hca.org.au
 www.hca.org.au

Hills Shire Garden Club
Meetings held on 3rd Monday of the  
month at 1pm.

 Barton Hall, David Rd, Castle Hill
 9624 5034

Hills Farmers’ and Gourmet Food Mkt
2nd Saturday of the month, 8am-12pm.

 Castle Hill Showground
 www.hawkesburyharvest.com.au

Hills District Pipe Band
Bagpipe band based in Castle Hill. Join to 
learn the bagpipes, snare drum or tenor 
drum, or enquire for gigs.

 Pipeband.hillsdistrict@gmail.com
 www.hillsdistrictpipeband.com

Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Four Wheel Drive Club
Is a family orientated club that meets on 
the second Tuesday of the month at 8pm.

  Hornsby Heights Community Centre, 
Galston Road, Hornsby Heights

 www.hk4wd.com.au
Pennant Hills Photographic Club
Meets on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Mondays 
each month at 8pm.

  Uniting Church Hall cnr Boundary Rd 
and Bellamy St, Pennant Hills

 www.phpc.org.au
Probus Club of the Hills
Is a mixed club which meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month (except January) at 
10am for 10.30am. New members welcome.

 The Galston Club
 Bob 9624 8954 or Ken 9629 6459

Probus Club of Round Corner
Now has vacancies for new members. 
Join our club and enjoy new friendships, 
interesting meetings and a large variety of 
activities e.g. Walking Group; Mah-Jong 
Group; Theatre Group; Tennis Group; 
plus overseas and extended local tours 
and local day trips. We meet on the 2nd 
Monday of the month at 9.30am for 10am. 
We look forward to you joining with us.

 Galston Club 19 Arcadia Rd, Galston
  All enquiries to The Secretary, 
PO Box 822, Round Corner. 2158 or 
come one month as a visitor.

Rotary Club of Greater Hills
New members welcome. Meets every 1st 
& 3rd Monday of the month at 6.30pm for 
7.00pm. Join us and help make a difference 

through our local and international projects. 
Enjoy the fellowship of fellow Rotarians in our 
many and varied projects and social activities.

 The Galston Club
 Annette 0437 148 126
  membership@greaterhillsrotary.org.au

Rowland Village Workshop Club
Invites enquiries about the Club from 
members of the wider community who are 
55 and over years of age.

 Michael Bell 9653 1365
Soroptimist International of  
The Hills District Inc
Meets at 6.30 on the 3rd Wed of the month.

  Crestwood Community Centre 
Baulkham Hills

 04 3583 7118
Social Dance Workshops
Old time contemporary, set and couple 
dances. Specialising in Australian, Irish 
and Scottish Folk Dance. Beginners and 
experienced dancers. $7.

  Pennant Hills Community Centre, 
Yarrara Road.

 Wilma 0413 673 339
Still Creek Landcare Group
Have a say and help in the future of our 
catchments in Galston, Arcadia and 
Berrilee. We meet at 7.30pm on the 2nd 
Thursday of each month.

 www.StillCreekLandcare.com.au
 StillCreekLandcare@iinet.net.au
 Nick 9653 2056

The Hills Trefoil Guild (Guides NSW)
The Trefoil Guild is the adult section of 
Guiding which links Members, former 
Members; female Members of the Scout 
Association; and women who have not 
been Guides but are prepared to make the 
Guide Promise. Our meetings are held on 
the 3rd Friday of the month commencing 
at 10am, concluding approx 12.45pm.

 Guide Hall, Bounty Ave, Castle Hill
 Evelyn 02 9634 4987

The Shed Studio - Arcadia
Womens Shed held on third Thursday 
of the month 10-12. Different creative 
projects each month.

 The Shed Studio on FB
 Suzanne 0419 603 122

Wanderers Bushwalking and Outdoors Club
We have frequent bushwalks, city walks 
and social activities. Meetings on 2nd 
Tuesday each month at 8pm.

  Crestwood Community Centre, 
Crestwood Drive, Baulkham Hills

 John Harris 0423 167 467
  www.bushwalkingnsw.org.au/wanderers

CHURCHES
Christ Church
Has a service at 9.30am every Sunday 
morning. You are most welcome to join us.

 26 Pitt Town Road, Kenthurst
 Rev. Chris Baxter 0423 119 13

Dural Salvation Army
1st Tuesday of the month at 10am for an 
informal worship service. Everyone welcome.

  277 New Line Road Dural  
(entry from Old Northern Road)

 0405 560 211
Galston Uniting Church
Service times 10.00am. Children’s 
programmes KUCA for children K-6, each 
Friday of the school term 5.00 to 6.30pm. 
#ThePower (Youth Group) for those in high 
school. Fridays of the school term 7.00pm 
to 8.30pm. CRAFT group Thursdays of the 
school term from 12noon to 4.00pm.  
OVER 55’s for seniors 2nd Monday of each 
month from 10am to 12noon. Other groups 
of interest: Men’s Choir, Ladies Choir.

 church office 9653 2039
 11 School Road Galston

Galston Seventh Day Adventist Church
Every Saturday 9.30am to 10.45am Bible 
Study, 11am to 12noon Church Service.

 49 Arcadia Rd Galston
  Minister Steve Belson 0438 459 223

Glenorie Community Church
Pentecostal and Evangelical – meets  
every Sunday at 10.00am. Ladies meeting 
at 10.30am last Tuesday of every month. 
All welcome.

 1507 Old Northern Road, Glenorie
  Pr Valich 0420 602 989 
Church 9652 0577

Glenorie Mission Church
Sunday Service 10:00am.

  1409 Old Northern Road 
(Cnr Muscios Rd), Glenorie

 0414 584 303 or 0411 422 236
St. Columb’s Anglican Church
1st Sunday of the month 9.30 am.  
All welcome.

 9651 1119
St Benedict’s Catholic Parish
Mass at Monastery 7am every morning.

 121 Arcadia Road, Arcadia
Mass at the Parish Church 7pm Saturday, 
9am and 10:30am Sunday.

  Cnr Fagans Rd and Arcadia Rd
  9653 2312 or Parish Priest  
Fr Shansana 0437 884 233

St Judes Anglican
Service Times: 8am Traditional; 10am 
Contemporary with Sunday Kids and Yr 5-9 
Teen group; 6pm Evening church for youth 
and parents. ‘Epic’ kids club and Youth 
Group – Fridays (see website for details).

 Galston and Old Northern Rd, Dural
 9651 1119

St Madeleine’s Catholic Church
Mass times Mon-Fri 9.15am Sat 5.30pm 
Sun 8am,10am and 5.30pm.

 28 Annangrove Rd Kenthurst

Asquith Indoor Carpet Bowls
Meets every Tuesday at 9.30-12.30pm.

  Mt Colah Community Centre,  
Pierre Close, Mt Colah

 Jenny 9477 1855
Dural Country Club Bowling Clubs
New members are welcome.  
Free lessons are available to men and 
women wishing to learn lawn bowls and 
meet a new social network.

 0421 315 074 or 0411 375 580
Dural Country Club
Fishing Club meet at Dural Country 
Club on the 4th Tuesday of the month 
at 7:30pm. Activities include a monthly 
offshore charter, estuary and open fishing, 
organised short stay holidays and great 
social BBQ’s. New members welcome.

  Murray 0407 950 939 or  
Bruce 0428 970 439

Dural Rugby Club
 efl86029@bigpond.net.au
 0412 230 328
 http://dural.rugbynet.com.au

Galston Glenorie Amateur Fishing Club
Meets 1st Wednesday of each month at 
7.30pm. The meeting has a raffle at 7pm 
with lots of prizes and every meeting has a 
guest speaker.

 The Galston Club
  Lachlan 0438 801 170 or  
Warren 0416 061 428

Glenorie District Cricket Club
Cricket Season runs from Mid September 
until March each year.

  Amanda Fraser 0411 293 499
  Glenoriedcc@gmail.com
  Les Shore Oval, Old Northern Rd 
Glenorie NSW 2157

If you are organising or running a playgroup in the local area, please let us know. We 
would like to help you promote your playgroup, and also let our new mums know what 
groups are open in the area.

Please send your Playgroup location and meeting days/hours to:  
editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au

• GLENORIE

Located at Les Shore Oval playground, every Thursday (weather permitting) 9.30am 
onwards. The kids can play whilst the adults chat. Bring allergy friendly snacks to share 
and a picnic rug. A great informal setting to meet some locals.

• LEARNING BLOCKS

Dural, Level 1, 242 New Line Rd Dural at Learning Blocks Dural. It is open to the public 
free of charge. Hills Playgroup takes place every Mondays restarting from July 6 
between 10am-12pm. It’s fun, informal and a great way to socialise.

• KENTHURST

Thursdays, during school terms, 9.30am til 11.30am at the Literary Institute.  
131-135 Kenthurst Rd, Kenthurst.

• GALSTON

Galston Kids Playgroup is located in the lower room of the Galston Community Health 
Centre. We have a fully stocked indoor/outdoor play area with sandpit, cubby, ride-on toys, 
craft supplies and more!

Sessions span over a couple of hours and are unstructured, providing lots of time for 
kids to play while adults chat.

Bring your own morning tea (nut-free). New members are very welcome to drop in; 
the first two visits are free.

Email galstonkidsplaygroup@gmail.com for info about current session times, or ask 
at the Galston Community Health Centre office.

• PLAYTIME AT THE CENTRE DURAL

Thursday’s 9:30-11:30am during school terms. Playtime is a welcoming group for 
children aged between 0-5 and their parents.

We have lots of playtime, craft and singing. You are welcome to just turn up on the 
day. Contact us on 8989 0000 for more information. Located at 1 Pellitt Lane, Dural.

• MUSIC AND PLAY

Dural Salvation Army, 277 New Line Road Dural (entry from Old Northern Road)
Wednesdays during school term. 10am-11.30am.
Qualified Music Therapist with a planned themed morning of music, craft and playtime.
A great way to meet more local families. For more information please phone 9651 3456.

ARCADIA PUBLIC SCHOOL 
140 ARCADIA ROAD 

ARCADIA 
  

  

CALLING ALL

LOCAL SPORTS 
ASSOCIATIONS

Glenorie Social Golf Club
Plays monthly.

  www.glenoriersl.com.au
 Stephen Osborne 0416 546 789

Galston Equestrian Club
New Members are always welcome. 
Training/Competition days held on the  
2nd and 4th Sunday of each month.

  Rural Sports Facility Centre off 
Mansfield Road

 Liz 0409 992 920
 www.galstonequestrianclub.org.au

Galston Netball Club
  secretary.galstonnetballclub@gmail.com
 www.galstonnc.nsw.netball.com.au

Hills AUSSI Masters Swimming Club
Adults 18 years to 80+ are welcome to swim 
with us every Tuesday at 7pm. Whether you 
want to swim laps for competition, fitness, 
or simply fun and friendship.

 Hornsby Aquatic Centre
 Di 0418 432 587

Hills Hawks Football Club
 Ian Robertson 0418 211 131
  president.hillshawksfc@gmail.com

Hills Hawks Softball Club
Our competition is held during the summer 
season (September to March, excluding 
school holidays). We welcome new members!

 Hayes Park, Galston
 hillshawks.softball.org.au

Hills Pumas Football Club
 Sarah Sumskas 0430 883 385
 registrar@hillspumasfc.com.au

Tennis/Squash Social Group
Looking for new players.

 9847 6050
 tennisandsquash@live.com.au

Tennis Court for Hire Galston
Available Day or Night.

 Rear of Galston Community Hall
 Jane 9847 6050

Tennis Court for Hire Glenorie
Available Day or Night.

 Les Shore Reserve
 0404 600 460



Entries close Thursday 17th April 2025
Prize: $100 smiggle voucher

Belle Property Dural’s

A
s 2019 draws to a close, it’s important to reflect on the 
property to market and look at where it’s headed next. 
We’ve all read the headlines of the past 12 months 

where Sydney’s property market hasn’t flourish in previous 
years, however there is mild optimism amongst investors 
and analysts regarding the future. This is due to Sydney 
experiencing growth for the first time since its peak in mid 
2017. This growth of 0.1% although slight, gives us a good 
indication that the worst is behind us and we have started 
to bottom out. Understandably due to the recent property 
market turbulence, there will still be hesitation amongst both 
buyers and sellers – Do I buy now before the market peaks 
again? Do I sell now before we hit tough times again or the 
market become saturated with competition?

Although no one has a crystal ball, here is a wrap up of what 
the leading economists expect 2020 to look like:

 DOMAIN’S ECONOMIST TRENT WILTSHIRE:
We can expect property prices in Sydney not to fall any further 
- in fact, we may even experience a small period of growth. 
According to Wiltshire, modest growth can also be expected 
in 2020 with a 3-5% increase for houses and a 2-4% increase 
for units. Wiltshire believes Sydney properties will expect 
subdued growth for the foreseeable future.

 CORELOGIC MOODY’S ANALYTICS:
Moody hasn’t quite given such an optimistic view, stating 
that although apartments are tipped to slide less than houses 
in the short term, they may actually keep declining in some 
areas for years to come. Overall Moody’s expects 3.6% growth 
in house values and 4.2% growth in unit values

 BIS OXFORD ECONOMIC’S DIRECTOR ANGIE ZIGOMANIS
Zigomanis’ forecast has predicted a slower rebound, citing 
a recent home building surge. This extra supply of dwellings 
is touted to cap the market’s bounce back. Going on to state 
that she predicts a 6% growth in house prices and 1% growth 
in unit prices between 2019-2022.

After comparing the experts notes, it’s clear that most 
analysts seem optimist that the interest rate cuts and 
lending measures will do more to solidify an already growing 
consumer confidence. 2020 is tipped for slow growth and by 
2021 the recover will be in full swing. If you’d like to know more 
about these housing predictions, please do not hesitate to 
contact Belle Property’s Carolyn Wheatley for more info –  
0407 120 483 or carolyn.wheatley@belleproperty.com.

Sydney property market forecast 2020

I wish you a very merry 
and a very safe and happy 

festive season with your 
loved ones.  

We look forward to what 
is already shaping up 
to be a huge 2020 and 

cannot wait to see what 
the New Year brings for 

our rural community.

Kind Regards,  
Carolyn

CHRISTMAS WISHES  
FROM MY FAMILY TO YOURS...

PLEASE POST TO: Belle Property Dural,  
6a/829 Old Northern Rd, Dural  
OR TEXT: Carolyn Wheatley on 0407 120 483  
to arrange collection

Name:   Age: 

Mum or Dad’s Name: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 


