
When the high winds occurred on Wednesday 15th January  
a high number of residents experienced power outages,  
some of which lasted several days.

A large number of residents also reported 
mobile phone outages, with smartphones only 
showing 1 bar or SOS only. Even smartphones 
showing 1 bar were unable to call or text. 
Incoming calls were being diverted directly  
to voicemail. Apps like Hazards near me,  
were unable to be used.

It creates a feeling of incredible isolation 
when you are faced with no power and no 
mobile reception. Families were unable  
to contact elderly relatives, and people  
using medical devices had no way of 
contacting help.

We have had power outages before,  
but never lost mobile coverage to the extent 
we experienced this time. Imagine if it were 
bushfires which knocked out the power to the 
mobile towers. It's a concerning situation.

Personally for me, I didn't find this  
response particularly helpful as we were 
without mobile coverage from Wednesday 
afternoon to late on Friday. I work from home 
and so do other members of my family.  
We are in a bushfire prone area, so I'm  
looking for something more reliable. So from 
my investigations these are the options  
(if you know of others let me know):

1)   Fibre to the Premises (FTTP). If you  
have this plus a back up power option 
(battery/generator) to the modem, then  
you should retain access to the NBN,  
and can use Wifi Calling to keep in touch 
with the world.
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  Earn a second income from your property 
or accomodate a loved one.

  Many floor plans or custom designed to 
suit your needs.

A Taste of
Luxury: 

Wine Tasting 
at Galston
Retirement

Village

RSVP NOW :
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www.marstonliving.com.au

392 Galston Road, Galston NSW

Luxury Retirement Living
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Indulge in an exclusive wine
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renowned sommelier at Marston
Living Galston Retirement
Village on Thursday, March 20th  
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM.

Power Outages 
and Loss of 

Mobile Services

continued on page 4...
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Happy New Year
Year of the Snake
BY KARLENE BRUMMER

Welcome to our first edition for 2025! A lot has happened 
since our December issue went to press including the very  
sad loss of three of the shining lights within our community.  
We include some heartfelt tributes further in the magazine, 
and extend our sincere condolences to the Juckes, McKinley 
and Goldstien families and friends.

As the cleanup continues from the ferocious weather event in  
mid-January, I hope everyone can get back to ‘normal’. It is not until 
an event like this happens that we realise just how reliant we are on 
electricity in nearly every part of our daily routine. Apart from the 
inconvenience of fridges and freezers going off, not being able to use a 
computer/heating/cooling/cooking/phone charging etc, for some in the 
community who rely on pumps, it means that they are unable to even 
flush a toilet without power.

Those that have generators are at least able to keep some  
appliances going, however attaching an electric jug can often trip the 
power bank. A friend of mine recently encountered this problem but as 
she owns an EV; ended up using the car to power her kettle! She said it 
used ‘1Km’ worth of charge!

I hope that the coming year is a safe, happy and healthy one for all 
our readers, and I encourage you to continue to send in your stories, 
letters and PHOTOS over the next eleven months. Don’t forget that  
Nev the Newshound is also waiting patiently in the News Room Kennels 
for any future nominations for Pets @ Work interviewees.

The email for all of the above is: editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au

(ps for those that are interested, you were born in the Year  
of the Snake if any of the following are your DOB: 1929, 1941, 
1953,1965,1977,1989,2001,2013) According to the Chinese 
Zodiac the snake symbolizes intelligence, wisdom, and charm. 
People born in the snake years are intelligent and cautious.  
They have a romantic appearance and a polished approach to life.

Contact
James

  (02) 9476 3411      hornsby@parliament.nsw.gov.au     
  PO Box 1687, Hornsby Westfield NSW 1635

Authorised by James Wallace MP. Funded using parliamentary entitlements.

James can help you by
•   Representing you in the NSW Parliament

•   Assisting you to access State services

•   Communicating your issues to the relevant Ministers

•   Organising Justice of the Peace applications

•  Recognising Community Achievements

James Wallace MP
Member for Hornsby
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The Galston, Glenorie & Hills Rural Community News  
prides itself on reporting about a variety of local topics and issues,  

covering news, features, sports, entertainment and the arts,  
community contributions, and much more.

We are interested in local stories from: Arcadia, Berrilee, Berowra Waters, 
Cattai, Canoelands, Dural, Fiddletown, Forest Glen, Galston, Glenorie, 
Maraylya, Maroota, Middle Dural, South Maroota & Wisemans Ferry.
To submit a story idea, an editorial or a community contribution,  

please email: editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au
Please send stories in editable text (word or email) not in PDF. 

MAXIMUM words 500.
Copy to be received by 15th of the month.

We love to hear from our community.

Karen Taylor
Advertising
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advertising@galstoncommunity.com.au

Karlene Brummer
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Material appearing in this magazine is subject to copyright and may not be reproduced  
without the written consent of the publisher. Every effort is made to ensure accuracy of all 
information in this publication however no responsibility is accepted by the publisher for the 
content of offers made by advertisers or editorial comment. The publisher reserves the right  
to alter, omit or change editorials and advertisements.
The Galston, Glenorie and Hills Rural Community News is a published by Adelphi Printing  
Pty Ltd, Magazine Design by Adelphi Design and Print www.adelphi.net.au.  
Enquiries quotes@adelphi.net.au
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G A L S T O N ,  G L E N O R I E  &  H I L L S  R U R A L

PO BOX 149 GLENORIE NSW 2157

HELP AND INFORMATION SERVICES
General Emergencies 000 Lifeline (24 hours) 13 11 14
Energy Australia Energy 13 13 88 Poisons Information Line 13 11 26
Hornsby Hospital 9477 9123 Police - Hornsby 9476 9799
Hills Shire Council 9843 0555 Police - Castle Hill 9680 5399
Hornsby Shire Council 9847 6666 Sydney Water 13 20 90
Endeavour Energy (Outages) 13 10 03

LOCAL RURAL FIRE SERVICES
(Station phones are unmanned and will operate answer phone services only.  
Call 000 for Emergencies)

Hills Rural Fire Service District Office 9658 9000
Hornsby Rural Fire Service District Office 9883 2000
Arcadia Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain MIKE MELIS 0409 606 786
Galston Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain MATT WHITE 0407 390 955
Glenorie Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain DANE JOHANSEN 0457 596 283
Hillside Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain ANDREW BAILDON 9652 2245
Middle Dural Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain MORRIE MAAIT 0412 267 567

IMPORTANT LOCAL INFORMATION

LOCAL JP’s
Mary Ord, Glenorie - 0400 363 563
Julia Billyard, Elude Games, Galston - 8005 0077
Vicki Brownless - 0423 727 826 (South Maroota area)
Cherrybrook Shopping Village, Shepherds Drive, every Saturday morning  
10:00 AM to noon.
There will be a JP at Dural Library Wednesdays between 1:00 PM and 3:00 PM.  
Also available at Cherrybrook Shopping Village, 10:00 AM to 12:00 noon  
Saturdays. Contact Jane 0427 998 004.

Frames�&�All
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Carin Naudé
04 1516 8810

framesandall@gmail.com

A picture without a frame is like a body without a soul

Frames�&�All
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GET MORE

CUSTOMERS
Today a growing number of people search online  

for products and services.  

IS YOUR BUSINESS TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THESE SEARCHES?
IF NOT, GIVE US A CALL, MESSAGE OR EMAIL US.

We will meet with you, review your business and design  
a campaign to take advantage of these online opportunities.

We can also run ad campaigns on Facebook,  
Bing, Linkedin and other online platforms.

We are

 0408 011 193 • 0410 400 098   info@kintye.com.au   www.kintye.com.au

WITH GOOGLE ADS

http://www.tyrepower.com.au
http://www.kintye.com.au
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2)   Starlink. Again with a back up power option (battery/generator)  
to your equipment you will retain internet access and can utilise  
Wifi calling.

3)   Skymuster/Skymesh. Again with a back up power option  
(battery/generator) you should retain access to the NBN and can 
utilise Wifi calling.

We tried to get FTTP to our premises this time last year, but were 
unsuccessful, so we are now looking at Starlink.

Woolworths reintroduces 
soft plastic recycling trial
BY KARLENE BRUMMER

I was ecstatic to see that both Dural and Glenorie Woolies  
have reintroduced a soft plastics recycling bin in  
their stores.

At this stage it is being trialled at selected locations across NSW  
and Victoria. Along with the collection point, the company is  
making great efforts to reduce the use of single use plastics  

(including straws and picnic cutlery) as well as plastic wrap and 
packaging on many of its products.

With extremely limited avenues for recycling soft plastics in our  
area this is a great win for the community and I must admit that I 
almost filled it up with the soft plastics I had been storing for the past 
several months, as I just couldn’t bear to throw them in the red bin!

Let’s hope that the trial becomes a permanent operation and to 
ensure that it does, please read the table below and DO NOT use it  
as a rubbish bin.

from page 1...

Photo credit Kenthurst Rural Fire Service

We raised the issue with Telstra. This was their statement
Telstra Regional General Manager Michael Marom:
Widespread power outages following last week’s severe weather affected 
parts of our network in the area. Our network sites have back up power 
systems, which kept services running for as long as they could. We had 
teams on the ground accessing affected sites as soon as it was safe to  
do so and managed to restore the majority of sites by the weekend.  
We worked closely with authorities and the power companies to get 
everything back online as quickly as possible and we thank everyone for 
their patience.
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Leeches are Lurking!
BY KARLENE BRUMMER

The day after “The Big Storm’ hit, I 
woke up and decided to walk around my 
house to survey any potential damage. I 
grabbed my dressing gown and a pair of 
thongs and walked the perimeter of my 
hone. After gratefully noting no major 
carnage was evident, I went back inside 
to make myself a coffee (gas cooktop – 
YAY!) and sat down to check the Ausgrid 
update. To my horror I saw something 
black and squishy on the side of my 
ankle and realised it was a Leech! Ugh!  
I had been outside for literally less than 
5 minutes and this little bloodsucker had 
somehow hitchhiked its way onto my 
foot! Without thinking I grabbed a nearby 
tissue, placed it on the leech and pulled 
it off. A tiny spot of blood was beginning 
to show so I put some disinfectant and a 
bandaid over the bite site.

Next stop – the shower, where lo and behold I 
found another TWO on the back of my thighs! 
After quickly removing them, I flushed down 
the loo. For the rest of the day I was completely 
paranoid that I still had some lurking around 

on my person and so made sure I had a shaker 
of salt at the ready. I also worried that my cats 
might pick up some, but luckily, as it was still 
raining, they decided to stay put indoors.

Australia has over 70 species of leeches  
and is one of only two places in the world 
where they live on land, usually in wet or  
moist environments, bush or rainforests.  
I encountered my fair share of leeches during 
my time living at Spencer by the Hawkesbury 
River, but since moving to Arcadia this has 
been a rare occurrence.

Leeches contain a component (hirudin) in their 
saliva which prevents blood from clotting and 
allows them to have their fill before dropping off. 
This anticoagulant can cause a wound to bleed 
slightly after the leech has been detached.

PREVENTION
When walking in leech- loving conditions,  
it’s best to wear long pants & shirts and 
closed foot wear. Tropical strength insect 
repellents can be applied to both clothing 
and bare patches of skin.

REMOVAL
Leeches, unlike ticks, do not burrow into 
the skin nor will they leave a poisonous 

head in the wound. Despite this, many myths 
and old wives’ tales abound about removing 
leeches. The simplest way is with salt: sprinkle 
onto the leech and most will quickly drop 
off. Tea tree oil, vinegar or alcohol dabbed 
onto the body are also effective alternatives. 
If however, you do not immediately find the 
little sucker, it will eventually drop off of its 
own accord when fully engorged (around 
30-40mins). After removal, it might be prudent 
to clean the wound with some antiseptic 
and place a band aid or covering to help 
stop with bleeding. Some people may have 
no further ongoing symptoms, but some 
(myself included) could have a residual itching 
and swelling of the bite site for a few days 
afterwards. If you suffer infection or any  
other issues, it’s best to consult with your GP.

COSMETIC, IMPLANT & GENERAL DENTISTRY

PH: 1300 W SMILE
www.winningsmilesdentists.com.au

 Payment Plans
 Orthodontics Aligners
 Dental Implants
 Cosmetic Dentist
 Teeth Whitening
 Dentures
 Restorative Dentistry

 Sleep Dentistry
 Preventative care
 Periodontal disease
 Emergency Dentist
 Children Dentist
 Porcelain Veneers
  Wisdom Tooth Extraction

O U R S E R V I C E S

DENTIST OPEN 6 DAYS
MONDAY – SATURDAY

PH: 02 9161 1199
galston@winningsmilesdentists.com.au

6/346 Galston Rd, Galston NSW 2159

Your Local 
Den ti s t

www.winningsmilesdentists.com.au

Dr. Samreen Kaur 
(Principal Dentist & Director)

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S
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Your Strong Local Voice
Hi, I’m your community independent 
candidate in the upcoming federal election 
in the seat of Berowra.

As a small business owner and mother of 
two teenagers, I understand the challenges 
and aspirations of families, businesses, and 
individuals in our community. 

I’m passionate about:

• Addressing the cost of living crisis and its 
impact on mental health

• Supercharging Australia’s response to the 
climate crisis

• Making housing more affordable for both 
renters and buyers

• Fostering respect for women

I’m here to stand up for all of us, free from 
the constraints of lacklustre party politics.

FIND
OUT

MORE

Authorised by Tina Brown, 1/149 Peats Ferry Road, 
Hornsby NSW 2077

Together, we can 
create a brighter future 

for Berowra.

ADVERTORIAL

http://tinabrownforberowra.com.au
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On Monday 13th January, the Glenorie Rural Fire Brigade 
was able to come together to celebrate the award of the 
Humanitarian Overseas Service Medal (HOSM) to two of our 
members. Chris Compton and Chloe Compton (nee Paton), 
who were deployed to British Columbia, Canada in 2017, as a 
part of the Australian response to wildfires in the country at 
that time. They spent 6 weeks working as a part of the very 
first RFS overseas deployment of firefighters on the ground.

The medal is a part of the Australian Honours System, and is awarded 
to those who perform humanitarian service in a foreign country,  
in dangerous environments.

Chloe and Chris are based in the UK these days, so it was wonderful 
to welcome them home to Glenorie, during their Christmas visit  
with their families, who also were able to attend and see them receive 
their awards.

Acting District Manager, Inspector Nathan Barndon, District Officer 
Ian Waddell, and Deputy Group Captain Matthew Lloyd made  
the presentations.

Well done to Chloe and Chris, we're very proud of you.

Humanitarium Overseas 
Service Medal Awards

LANDSCAPING | CONCRETING | EXCAVATING 
KERBING | ASPHALT | POOLS | DESIGN 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

... WHEN QUALITY MATTERS
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Aldi Armageddon
BY KARLENE BRUMMER

Like so many others in the area, my power was out after  
the extreme weather event of Wednesday, 15th January.  
By Thursday evening I had pretty much exhausted what was 
edible in my fridge/freezer so thought I would just pop down 
to Aldi to grab something I could put in my gas oven.

As I walked down the aisles, I was absolutely stunned to see that  
not a skerrick of chilled or frozen food was on the shelves. It was  
even worse than the covid days! I believe that a lot of food had very 
kindly been donated to the Helping Hearts Survive Charity at Dural 
whilst it was still ok.

Luckily it was the special Schnitty night at the Galston Club, so I went 
there instead!
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WELDING  
AND CUSTOM  
FABRICATION

0409 861 607
info@hftr.com.au

 www.hftr.com.au
Hillside Metalworks Pty Ltd

Trading as Horse Float and Trailer Repairs
128 Cattai Ridge Rd, Glenorie NSW  

BY DIANA PATON

Police Officers attached to Kuring-Gai 
Police Area Command arrested 72-year-
old Keith Lees at a property on Kenthurst 
Road, Dural at about 8am on Thursday 
2nd January 2025. He was wanted on an 
arrest warrant for an alleged murder in 
Queensland 27 years ago.

The warrant was issued in July 2023 in 
relation to an alleged murder of Meaghan 
Rose in 1997 on the Sunshine Coast.

Much of the back story to this arrest  
was covered by the Australia True Crime 
Podcast which you can listen to here  
https://shows.acast.com/australiantruecrime, 
then look for Episodes 573 to 577  
(577 includes details of the latest update). The 
podcast first aired on 23rd December 2024.

It was a podcast listener who provided  
the breakthrough to Police enabling them  
to find and arrest Keith Lees. Police first 
visited a unit block in Hornsby. A neighbour 
knew the man police were looking for as  
David Japaljarri.

Readers may wonder what happened 
between 1997 and today. This is covered in 
the podcast.

Who is Keith Lees and  
Why Was He Arrested

Photo Credit - Victoria Police

The Galston Club Stops Local Community Papers

Unfortunately we are disappointed to have to inform the community 
that The Galston Club will no longer allow us to put our baskets  
of papers in the club foyer. You will no longer be able to pick up  
the Galston News, the Dooral Roundup, the Hills to Hawkesbury 
Community News or other local magazines.

We expressed our disappointment to the new Manager, as we  
have had a 30 year association with the Galston Club, but we were 
informed they were doing everything online now. It's a very sad end 
to a very long association the Galston Club has had with our local 
community newspaper.

To cover the loss of available papers at the Galston Club,  
we are increasing the copies at the local shops. In the evenings you 
can also collect copies at the Glenorie RSL and the Dural Club.

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S
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We recommend a pumpout 
every 3-5 years depending on how many 

people reside there. 

We recommend a pumpout 
every 3-5 years depending on how many 

people reside there. 

Staples Premier Pumpouts is an Australian owned family business 
- we live local - we work local -

We offer you a friendly, reliable and thorough septic tank
pumpout service at a competitive price. 

When you book with us you can be sure that you 
will receive professional service with the utmost respect for you

and your property.

Staples Premier Pumpouts is an Australian owned family business 
- we live local - we work local -

We offer you a friendly, reliable and thorough septic tank
pumpout service at a competitive price. 

When you book with us you can be sure that you 
will receive professional service with the utmost respect for you

and your property.
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Not sure what you need?
We are always in the area to help www.premierpumpouts.com.auwww.premierpumpouts.com.au

It’s what we have 

been doing successfully

 for over 30 years!

FIREARMS SEIZED
A 74-year-old South Maroota resident faces 
several charges after police discovered multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition at his 
property.

Police responded to calls from neighbours 
on the evening of Saturday, November 9th who 
alleged the 74-year-old fired a shotgun in his 
backyard, causing distress to nearby residents.

When police arrived they secured the area 
and conducted a thorough investigation. The 
man (who is not a firearms licence holder) 
was allegedly found in possession of multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition. 
Additionally, prohibited drugs were discovered 
on the premises.

He was arrested and taken to Castle Hill 
police station. He faces multiple charges, 
including unauthorized possession and use of 
firearms, possession of unregistered firearms, 
failure to safely store firearms, possession of 
ammunition without a license, and possession 
and supply of prohibited drugs.  He was given 
strict bail to attend Parramatta Local Court next 
month.

Police thanked community members and 
reminded the public about the NSW Firearms 
Amnesty, asking that all unregistered firearms 
are surrendered.

FRAUDSTER CAUGHT
A man is due to face court charged with nearly 
30 fraud-related offences spanning the Sydney 
area following his arrest at Quakers Hill on 
Tuesday, 12th November.

In the past six months, 28 incidents have 
been reported to police, where elderly victims 
were targeted by persons posing as bank 
officials. They have been allegedly tricked into 
believing their bank accounts and credit cards 
have been compromised.

On each occasion, elderly victims have been 
instructed to place their credit cards into an 
envelope and leave it in their letter box, along 
with their PIN numbers.

The cards were collected and allegedly used 
across greater Sydney to make purchases and 
cash withdrawals from ATMs.

Detectives from Riverstone Police Area 
Command commenced an investigation and 
identified offences using this method occurred 
in Riverstone, Kuring Gai, North Shore and Blue 
Mountains Police Area Commands.

Following inquiries, on Tuesday 12 
November 2024, investigators attended a unit 
at Walker Street, Quakers Hill, and arrested a 
22-year-old man.

Police later executed a search warrant at
the premises and seized a number of items 
relevant to the investigation.

The man was taken to Riverstone Police 
Station where he was charged with 28 offences: 
dishonestly obtain financial advantage by 
deception (27 counts) and recklessly deal with 
proceeds of crime.

Police allege that the frauds exceeded 
$65,000. Riverstone Police Area Command 
Crime Manager, Detective Inspector Meagan 

Finlay said the arrest was the result of an 
extensive investigation across numerous 
commands which resulted in identifying an 
offender targeting elderly people.”

Police would like to use this incident 
to remind the public to take the following 
precautions to reduce the risk of being 
scammed by cold-callers:
 • If you receive a threatening phone call (and

demanding money), hang up immediately;
 • Do not disclose personal details to the caller;
 • Never provide your personal or banking details

to a person who calls you;
 • Never provide your financial PIN or account 

passwords to anyone;
 • Do not make any payments to the caller, either

via phone, internet, or cash;
 • If you are suspicious about the credentials of 

a person on the phone, ask questions of them. 
If they avoid answering or refuse to provide 
information, hang up;

 • Don’t let scammers pressure you – scammers 
use detailed scripts to convince you that 
they’re the real deal and create a high-pressure
situation to make a decision on the spot;

 • If you think you have provided your account
details to a scammer, contact your bank or 
financial institution immediately; and

 • Contact police immediately to report the incident.

To find out more information about scams or 
to find out other ways to protect yourself, visit 
www.scamwatch.gov.au.

If you have been the victim of a scam, you 
can report it to local police or to the ACCC 
online at the ‘SCAMwatch report a scam’ page 
or by calling 1300 795 995.

STABBING CHARGE
A man has been charged following an alleged 
stabbing in Carlingford yesterday.

About 2pm yesterday (Sunday 10 November 
2024), officers attached to Ryde Police Area 
Command were called to Carlingford Road, 
Carlingford, following reports of a stabbing 
inside a restaurant.

Police were told two employees had an argu-
ment before one man allegedly stabbed the other 
man multiple times in his head, face and arms.

The 63-year-old man suffered non-life 
threatening injuries and was taken to Royal 

North Shore Hospital for further treatment. 
The 46-year-old man was arrested at the scene. 
He was taken to hospital under police guard for 
treatment for a minor injury to his head.

A crime scene was established and 
examined by specialist officers.

The 46-year-old man was released from 
hospital and taken to Gladesville Police Station 
where he was charged with wounding a person 
with intent to cause grievous bodily harm.

He was refused bail to appear before 
Burwood Local Court today (Mon 11 Nov 2024).

SPEEDING TEENS
At 2.30am 9th November 2024, Ryde Highway 
Patrol officers were conducting stationary 
speed enforcement on the M2 Motorway 
near Windsor Road, Baulkham Hills. During 
this operation, a 19-year-old male driving a 
2016 black BMW 530i was observed traveling 
westbound at an estimated speed of no less 
than 150 km/h in a sign-posted 100 km/h 
zone. The P-Plate driver was stopped and 
spoken to by police. He was issued a fine of 
$3,300 for speeding over 45 km/h and received 
an automatic licence suspension for six 
months.

On Thursday, 7th November, around 1:30pm, 
police observed an unregistered red BMW 3 
Series convertible fitted with plates registered 
to a green BMW 5 Series sedan in Castle Hill. 
The vehicles belonged to an 18-year-old male, 
a suspended P1 license holder. At 9:30am the 
next day, police spotted the same red BMW on 
Cecil Ave. Upon noticing the police, the driver 
allegedly performed a u-turn and sped off, 
losing sight of the officers. Minutes later, the 
vehicle was located stationary on Parsonage 
Road, the driver having “driven the wheels off it” 
in an alleged attempt to avoid being caught. The 
driver received six infringement notices within 
24 hours, totaling $3,862 and 6 demerit points, 
and was arrested and charged with 

**Drive motor vehicle while license 
suspended, 2nd+ offence**.

LUCKY ESCAPE
An 18-year-old escaped serious injury when his 
car was sliced in half following a crash on Old 
Northern Road, Baulkham Hills at approximately 
7.15pm on Tuesday, November 5th.

Police are still investigating the incident 
on Old Northern Road at the junction of Hill St, 
Baulkham Hills. 

The P-plater walked away from the scene 
but was arrested after returning a positive 

roadside breath test.  He was taken to Castle 
Hill Police Station where he returned a blood 
alcohol reading of 0.110.  His licence was 
immediately suspended, and he was charged 
with Mid Range Drink Driving, and will appear in 
Parramatta Local Court on the 11 Dec 2024The 
45-year-old driver of the other vehicle has been
conveyed to the hospital as a precaution.
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FIREARMS SEIZED
A 74-year-old South Maroota resident faces 
several charges after police discovered multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition at his 
property.

Police responded to calls from neighbours 
on the evening of Saturday, November 9th who 
alleged the 74-year-old fired a shotgun in his 
backyard, causing distress to nearby residents.

When police arrived they secured the area 
and conducted a thorough investigation. The 
man (who is not a firearms licence holder) 
was allegedly found in possession of multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition. 
Additionally, prohibited drugs were discovered 
on the premises.

He was arrested and taken to Castle Hill 
police station. He faces multiple charges, 
including unauthorized possession and use of 
firearms, possession of unregistered firearms, 
failure to safely store firearms, possession of 
ammunition without a license, and possession 
and supply of prohibited drugs.  He was given 
strict bail to attend Parramatta Local Court next 
month.

Police thanked community members and 
reminded the public about the NSW Firearms 
Amnesty, asking that all unregistered firearms 
are surrendered.

FRAUDSTER CAUGHT
A man is due to face court charged with nearly 
30 fraud-related offences spanning the Sydney 
area following his arrest at Quakers Hill on 
Tuesday, 12th November.

In the past six months, 28 incidents have 
been reported to police, where elderly victims 
were targeted by persons posing as bank 
officials. They have been allegedly tricked into 
believing their bank accounts and credit cards 
have been compromised.

On each occasion, elderly victims have been 
instructed to place their credit cards into an 
envelope and leave it in their letter box, along 
with their PIN numbers.

The cards were collected and allegedly used 
across greater Sydney to make purchases and 
cash withdrawals from ATMs.

Detectives from Riverstone Police Area 
Command commenced an investigation and 
identified offences using this method occurred 
in Riverstone, Kuring Gai, North Shore and Blue 
Mountains Police Area Commands.

Following inquiries, on Tuesday 12 
November 2024, investigators attended a unit 
at Walker Street, Quakers Hill, and arrested a 
22-year-old man.

Police later executed a search warrant at
the premises and seized a number of items 
relevant to the investigation.

The man was taken to Riverstone Police 
Station where he was charged with 28 offences: 
dishonestly obtain financial advantage by 
deception (27 counts) and recklessly deal with 
proceeds of crime.

Police allege that the frauds exceeded 
$65,000. Riverstone Police Area Command 
Crime Manager, Detective Inspector Meagan 

Finlay said the arrest was the result of an 
extensive investigation across numerous 
commands which resulted in identifying an 
offender targeting elderly people.”

Police would like to use this incident 
to remind the public to take the following 
precautions to reduce the risk of being 
scammed by cold-callers:
 • If you receive a threatening phone call (and

demanding money), hang up immediately;
 • Do not disclose personal details to the caller;
 • Never provide your personal or banking details

to a person who calls you;
 • Never provide your financial PIN or account 

passwords to anyone;
 • Do not make any payments to the caller, either

via phone, internet, or cash;
 • If you are suspicious about the credentials of 

a person on the phone, ask questions of them. 
If they avoid answering or refuse to provide 
information, hang up;

 • Don’t let scammers pressure you – scammers 
use detailed scripts to convince you that 
they’re the real deal and create a high-pressure
situation to make a decision on the spot;

 • If you think you have provided your account
details to a scammer, contact your bank or 
financial institution immediately; and

 • Contact police immediately to report the incident.

To find out more information about scams or 
to find out other ways to protect yourself, visit 
www.scamwatch.gov.au.

If you have been the victim of a scam, you 
can report it to local police or to the ACCC 
online at the ‘SCAMwatch report a scam’ page 
or by calling 1300 795 995.

STABBING CHARGE
A man has been charged following an alleged 
stabbing in Carlingford yesterday.

About 2pm yesterday (Sunday 10 November 
2024), officers attached to Ryde Police Area 
Command were called to Carlingford Road, 
Carlingford, following reports of a stabbing 
inside a restaurant.

Police were told two employees had an argu-
ment before one man allegedly stabbed the other 
man multiple times in his head, face and arms.

The 63-year-old man suffered non-life 
threatening injuries and was taken to Royal 

North Shore Hospital for further treatment. 
The 46-year-old man was arrested at the scene. 
He was taken to hospital under police guard for 
treatment for a minor injury to his head.

A crime scene was established and 
examined by specialist officers.

The 46-year-old man was released from 
hospital and taken to Gladesville Police Station 
where he was charged with wounding a person 
with intent to cause grievous bodily harm.

He was refused bail to appear before 
Burwood Local Court today (Mon 11 Nov 2024).

SPEEDING TEENS
At 2.30am 9th November 2024, Ryde Highway 
Patrol officers were conducting stationary 
speed enforcement on the M2 Motorway 
near Windsor Road, Baulkham Hills. During 
this operation, a 19-year-old male driving a 
2016 black BMW 530i was observed traveling 
westbound at an estimated speed of no less 
than 150 km/h in a sign-posted 100 km/h 
zone. The P-Plate driver was stopped and 
spoken to by police. He was issued a fine of 
$3,300 for speeding over 45 km/h and received 
an automatic licence suspension for six 
months.

On Thursday, 7th November, around 1:30pm, 
police observed an unregistered red BMW 3 
Series convertible fitted with plates registered 
to a green BMW 5 Series sedan in Castle Hill. 
The vehicles belonged to an 18-year-old male, 
a suspended P1 license holder. At 9:30am the 
next day, police spotted the same red BMW on 
Cecil Ave. Upon noticing the police, the driver 
allegedly performed a u-turn and sped off, 
losing sight of the officers. Minutes later, the 
vehicle was located stationary on Parsonage 
Road, the driver having “driven the wheels off it” 
in an alleged attempt to avoid being caught. The 
driver received six infringement notices within 
24 hours, totaling $3,862 and 6 demerit points, 
and was arrested and charged with 

**Drive motor vehicle while license 
suspended, 2nd+ offence**.

LUCKY ESCAPE
An 18-year-old escaped serious injury when his 
car was sliced in half following a crash on Old 
Northern Road, Baulkham Hills at approximately 
7.15pm on Tuesday, November 5th.

Police are still investigating the incident 
on Old Northern Road at the junction of Hill St, 
Baulkham Hills. 

The P-plater walked away from the scene 
but was arrested after returning a positive 

roadside breath test.  He was taken to Castle 
Hill Police Station where he returned a blood 
alcohol reading of 0.110.  His licence was 
immediately suspended, and he was charged 
with Mid Range Drink Driving, and will appear in 
Parramatta Local Court on the 11 Dec 2024The 
45-year-old driver of the other vehicle has been
conveyed to the hospital as a precaution.
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IF SAFE, PLEASE STOP AND CHECK
That's a poignant reminder of the importance 
of our coexistence with wildlife. It's heartening 
to hear that Toni the Joey has a fighting 
chance, thanks to the intervention of WIRES. 
On Wisemans Ferry Road Cattai

For anyone encountering similar situations
Check for Injuries: If it's safe, carefully 
approach and check the animal for injuries.
Pouch Check: Always check the pouch of a 
deceased kangaroo for any joeys.

Call for Help: Contact WIRES on 1300 094 737 
for assistance or local wildlife rescue services. 
They are equipped to handle and care for 
injured wildlife.

Let's all do our part in ensuring the safety and 
well-being of our furry friends

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THESE PERSONS?  
REF NO. E98859622.
Hills Police are investigating an alleged theft 
and we need your help!

On 10th January 2025, two females entered 
a store at Castle Towers Shopping Centre, 
Castle Hill, separately. Both allegedly took 
items from the racks and placed them in bags 
before leaving the store.

Police are keen to speak with the persons 
shown in the photo below, as they may have 
important information that could assist with 
our enquiries.

If you have any information about  
this incident, please contact Crime  
Stoppers NSW at 1800 333 000 or visit  
their website. All information is treated with 
the utmost confidentiality.

Please remember, do not report information 
via NSW Police Force social media pages. 
Thank you for your assistance!

HIGH-SPEED MOTORCYCLE PURSUIT AND  
ARREST IN KENTHURST
At approximately 7:18 PM on Thursday, 
January 16th, 2025, Hills Highway Patrol 
observed a red Honda CB1000RR motorcycle 
allegedly speeding on Kenthurst Rd, Dural. 
The rider, a 26-year-old male, was allegedly 
clocked at 105 km/h in a 70 km/h zone  
and subsequently fled from police,  

http://www.premierpumpouts.com.au
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Plan your next function with us. 
Exclusive function packages  

available.

Open for breakfast and lunch 8am to 3pm.

New Ownership

828 Old Northern Rd, Middle Dural NSW 2158
Phone: (02) 8880 6757

www.thecottagemiddledural.com.au

FIREARMS SEIZED
A 74-year-old South Maroota resident faces 
several charges after police discovered multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition at his 
property.

Police responded to calls from neighbours 
on the evening of Saturday, November 9th who 
alleged the 74-year-old fired a shotgun in his 
backyard, causing distress to nearby residents.

When police arrived they secured the area 
and conducted a thorough investigation. The 
man (who is not a firearms licence holder) 
was allegedly found in possession of multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition. 
Additionally, prohibited drugs were discovered 
on the premises.

He was arrested and taken to Castle Hill 
police station. He faces multiple charges, 
including unauthorized possession and use of 
firearms, possession of unregistered firearms, 
failure to safely store firearms, possession of 
ammunition without a license, and possession 
and supply of prohibited drugs.  He was given 
strict bail to attend Parramatta Local Court next 
month.

Police thanked community members and 
reminded the public about the NSW Firearms 
Amnesty, asking that all unregistered firearms 
are surrendered.

FRAUDSTER CAUGHT
A man is due to face court charged with nearly 
30 fraud-related offences spanning the Sydney 
area following his arrest at Quakers Hill on 
Tuesday, 12th November.

In the past six months, 28 incidents have 
been reported to police, where elderly victims 
were targeted by persons posing as bank 
officials. They have been allegedly tricked into 
believing their bank accounts and credit cards 
have been compromised.

On each occasion, elderly victims have been 
instructed to place their credit cards into an 
envelope and leave it in their letter box, along 
with their PIN numbers.

The cards were collected and allegedly used 
across greater Sydney to make purchases and 
cash withdrawals from ATMs.

Detectives from Riverstone Police Area 
Command commenced an investigation and 
identified offences using this method occurred 
in Riverstone, Kuring Gai, North Shore and Blue 
Mountains Police Area Commands.

Following inquiries, on Tuesday 12 
November 2024, investigators attended a unit 
at Walker Street, Quakers Hill, and arrested a 
22-year-old man.

Police later executed a search warrant at
the premises and seized a number of items 
relevant to the investigation.

The man was taken to Riverstone Police 
Station where he was charged with 28 offences: 
dishonestly obtain financial advantage by 
deception (27 counts) and recklessly deal with 
proceeds of crime.

Police allege that the frauds exceeded 
$65,000. Riverstone Police Area Command 
Crime Manager, Detective Inspector Meagan 

Finlay said the arrest was the result of an 
extensive investigation across numerous 
commands which resulted in identifying an 
offender targeting elderly people.”

Police would like to use this incident 
to remind the public to take the following 
precautions to reduce the risk of being 
scammed by cold-callers:
 • If you receive a threatening phone call (and

demanding money), hang up immediately;
 • Do not disclose personal details to the caller;
 • Never provide your personal or banking details

to a person who calls you;
 • Never provide your financial PIN or account 

passwords to anyone;
 • Do not make any payments to the caller, either

via phone, internet, or cash;
 • If you are suspicious about the credentials of 

a person on the phone, ask questions of them. 
If they avoid answering or refuse to provide 
information, hang up;

 • Don’t let scammers pressure you – scammers 
use detailed scripts to convince you that 
they’re the real deal and create a high-pressure
situation to make a decision on the spot;

 • If you think you have provided your account
details to a scammer, contact your bank or 
financial institution immediately; and

 • Contact police immediately to report the incident.

To find out more information about scams or 
to find out other ways to protect yourself, visit 
www.scamwatch.gov.au.

If you have been the victim of a scam, you 
can report it to local police or to the ACCC 
online at the ‘SCAMwatch report a scam’ page 
or by calling 1300 795 995.

STABBING CHARGE
A man has been charged following an alleged 
stabbing in Carlingford yesterday.

About 2pm yesterday (Sunday 10 November 
2024), officers attached to Ryde Police Area 
Command were called to Carlingford Road, 
Carlingford, following reports of a stabbing 
inside a restaurant.

Police were told two employees had an argu-
ment before one man allegedly stabbed the other 
man multiple times in his head, face and arms.

The 63-year-old man suffered non-life 
threatening injuries and was taken to Royal 

North Shore Hospital for further treatment. 
The 46-year-old man was arrested at the scene. 
He was taken to hospital under police guard for 
treatment for a minor injury to his head.

A crime scene was established and 
examined by specialist officers.

The 46-year-old man was released from 
hospital and taken to Gladesville Police Station 
where he was charged with wounding a person 
with intent to cause grievous bodily harm.

He was refused bail to appear before 
Burwood Local Court today (Mon 11 Nov 2024).

SPEEDING TEENS
At 2.30am 9th November 2024, Ryde Highway 
Patrol officers were conducting stationary 
speed enforcement on the M2 Motorway 
near Windsor Road, Baulkham Hills. During 
this operation, a 19-year-old male driving a 
2016 black BMW 530i was observed traveling 
westbound at an estimated speed of no less 
than 150 km/h in a sign-posted 100 km/h 
zone. The P-Plate driver was stopped and 
spoken to by police. He was issued a fine of 
$3,300 for speeding over 45 km/h and received 
an automatic licence suspension for six 
months.

On Thursday, 7th November, around 1:30pm, 
police observed an unregistered red BMW 3 
Series convertible fitted with plates registered 
to a green BMW 5 Series sedan in Castle Hill. 
The vehicles belonged to an 18-year-old male, 
a suspended P1 license holder. At 9:30am the 
next day, police spotted the same red BMW on 
Cecil Ave. Upon noticing the police, the driver 
allegedly performed a u-turn and sped off, 
losing sight of the officers. Minutes later, the 
vehicle was located stationary on Parsonage 
Road, the driver having “driven the wheels off it” 
in an alleged attempt to avoid being caught. The 
driver received six infringement notices within 
24 hours, totaling $3,862 and 6 demerit points, 
and was arrested and charged with 

**Drive motor vehicle while license 
suspended, 2nd+ offence**.

LUCKY ESCAPE
An 18-year-old escaped serious injury when his 
car was sliced in half following a crash on Old 
Northern Road, Baulkham Hills at approximately 
7.15pm on Tuesday, November 5th.

Police are still investigating the incident 
on Old Northern Road at the junction of Hill St, 
Baulkham Hills. 

The P-plater walked away from the scene 
but was arrested after returning a positive 

roadside breath test.  He was taken to Castle 
Hill Police Station where he returned a blood 
alcohol reading of 0.110.  His licence was 
immediately suspended, and he was charged 
with Mid Range Drink Driving, and will appear in 
Parramatta Local Court on the 11 Dec 2024The 
45-year-old driver of the other vehicle has been
conveyed to the hospital as a precaution.
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reaching speeds estimated at 160 km/h.  
The pursuit continued until the  
rider abandoned the motorcycle on  
Raym Rd, Kenthurst.

With the assistance of a police dog unit, the 
rider was located hiding in nearby bushland 
and was arrested. The rider, who was found to 
be disqualified from driving, provided negative 
results for both breath and drug tests. He has 
been charged with multiple offences including 
police pursuit and drive whilst disqualified. He 
was refused bail by Parramatta Local Court.

Stay safe and always follow the rules of  
the road!

CAN YOU HELP US FIND GABRIELLA?
Gabriella, aged 53 was last seen in Peats  
Ferry Road, Hornsby about 1pm on 
Wednesday 30th October 2024.  
Despite extensive inquiries, police have  
been unable to sight her. She is described  
as Caucasian, 155cm, large build with  
grey/white hair. Gabriella is known to frequent 

the T9 Northern line between Eastwood  
and Hornsby.

Anyone who sees her in urged to contact 
Castle Hill Police Station or Crime Stoppers on 
1800 333 000.

BREAK AND ENTER WYOMING ROAD DURAL
A break and enter occurred at the intersection 
of Old Northern Rd and Wyoming, Dural,  
at 3am on 31/12/2024. During the incident,  
a blue Porsche Cayenne and a black Mercedes 
were stolen.

Remember to lock it or lose it!  
Follow the #9pmroutine to secure your 
vehicles and belongings.

If you have any information on any of the above, 
please contact Crime Stoppers NSW at
 1800 333 000

** EDITORS NOTE

A further break-in occurred on Wyoming Road 
at 5.30am on 6th January. The homeowner 
was awoken and chased the assailants.  
They tried to steal a car and 2 motorbikes.  
Due to the quick actions of the homeowner, 
they only got away with one motorbike.

FIREARMS SEIZED
A 74-year-old South Maroota resident faces 
several charges after police discovered multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition at his 
property.

Police responded to calls from neighbours 
on the evening of Saturday, November 9th who 
alleged the 74-year-old fired a shotgun in his 
backyard, causing distress to nearby residents.

When police arrived they secured the area 
and conducted a thorough investigation. The 
man (who is not a firearms licence holder) 
was allegedly found in possession of multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition. 
Additionally, prohibited drugs were discovered 
on the premises.

He was arrested and taken to Castle Hill 
police station. He faces multiple charges, 
including unauthorized possession and use of 
firearms, possession of unregistered firearms, 
failure to safely store firearms, possession of 
ammunition without a license, and possession 
and supply of prohibited drugs.  He was given 
strict bail to attend Parramatta Local Court next 
month.

Police thanked community members and 
reminded the public about the NSW Firearms 
Amnesty, asking that all unregistered firearms 
are surrendered.

FRAUDSTER CAUGHT
A man is due to face court charged with nearly 
30 fraud-related offences spanning the Sydney 
area following his arrest at Quakers Hill on 
Tuesday, 12th November.

In the past six months, 28 incidents have 
been reported to police, where elderly victims 
were targeted by persons posing as bank 
officials. They have been allegedly tricked into 
believing their bank accounts and credit cards 
have been compromised.

On each occasion, elderly victims have been 
instructed to place their credit cards into an 
envelope and leave it in their letter box, along 
with their PIN numbers.

The cards were collected and allegedly used 
across greater Sydney to make purchases and 
cash withdrawals from ATMs.

Detectives from Riverstone Police Area 
Command commenced an investigation and 
identified offences using this method occurred 
in Riverstone, Kuring Gai, North Shore and Blue 
Mountains Police Area Commands.

Following inquiries, on Tuesday 12 
November 2024, investigators attended a unit 
at Walker Street, Quakers Hill, and arrested a 
22-year-old man.

Police later executed a search warrant at
the premises and seized a number of items 
relevant to the investigation.

The man was taken to Riverstone Police 
Station where he was charged with 28 offences: 
dishonestly obtain financial advantage by 
deception (27 counts) and recklessly deal with 
proceeds of crime.

Police allege that the frauds exceeded 
$65,000. Riverstone Police Area Command 
Crime Manager, Detective Inspector Meagan 

Finlay said the arrest was the result of an 
extensive investigation across numerous 
commands which resulted in identifying an 
offender targeting elderly people.”

Police would like to use this incident 
to remind the public to take the following 
precautions to reduce the risk of being 
scammed by cold-callers:
 • If you receive a threatening phone call (and

demanding money), hang up immediately;
 • Do not disclose personal details to the caller;
 • Never provide your personal or banking details

to a person who calls you;
 • Never provide your financial PIN or account 

passwords to anyone;
 • Do not make any payments to the caller, either

via phone, internet, or cash;
 • If you are suspicious about the credentials of 

a person on the phone, ask questions of them. 
If they avoid answering or refuse to provide 
information, hang up;

 • Don’t let scammers pressure you – scammers 
use detailed scripts to convince you that 
they’re the real deal and create a high-pressure
situation to make a decision on the spot;

 • If you think you have provided your account
details to a scammer, contact your bank or 
financial institution immediately; and

 • Contact police immediately to report the incident.

To find out more information about scams or 
to find out other ways to protect yourself, visit 
www.scamwatch.gov.au.

If you have been the victim of a scam, you 
can report it to local police or to the ACCC 
online at the ‘SCAMwatch report a scam’ page 
or by calling 1300 795 995.

STABBING CHARGE
A man has been charged following an alleged 
stabbing in Carlingford yesterday.

About 2pm yesterday (Sunday 10 November 
2024), officers attached to Ryde Police Area 
Command were called to Carlingford Road, 
Carlingford, following reports of a stabbing 
inside a restaurant.

Police were told two employees had an argu-
ment before one man allegedly stabbed the other 
man multiple times in his head, face and arms.

The 63-year-old man suffered non-life 
threatening injuries and was taken to Royal 

North Shore Hospital for further treatment. 
The 46-year-old man was arrested at the scene. 
He was taken to hospital under police guard for 
treatment for a minor injury to his head.

A crime scene was established and 
examined by specialist officers.

The 46-year-old man was released from 
hospital and taken to Gladesville Police Station 
where he was charged with wounding a person 
with intent to cause grievous bodily harm.

He was refused bail to appear before 
Burwood Local Court today (Mon 11 Nov 2024).

SPEEDING TEENS
At 2.30am 9th November 2024, Ryde Highway 
Patrol officers were conducting stationary 
speed enforcement on the M2 Motorway 
near Windsor Road, Baulkham Hills. During 
this operation, a 19-year-old male driving a 
2016 black BMW 530i was observed traveling 
westbound at an estimated speed of no less 
than 150 km/h in a sign-posted 100 km/h 
zone. The P-Plate driver was stopped and 
spoken to by police. He was issued a fine of 
$3,300 for speeding over 45 km/h and received 
an automatic licence suspension for six 
months.

On Thursday, 7th November, around 1:30pm, 
police observed an unregistered red BMW 3 
Series convertible fitted with plates registered 
to a green BMW 5 Series sedan in Castle Hill. 
The vehicles belonged to an 18-year-old male, 
a suspended P1 license holder. At 9:30am the 
next day, police spotted the same red BMW on 
Cecil Ave. Upon noticing the police, the driver 
allegedly performed a u-turn and sped off, 
losing sight of the officers. Minutes later, the 
vehicle was located stationary on Parsonage 
Road, the driver having “driven the wheels off it” 
in an alleged attempt to avoid being caught. The 
driver received six infringement notices within 
24 hours, totaling $3,862 and 6 demerit points, 
and was arrested and charged with 

**Drive motor vehicle while license 
suspended, 2nd+ offence**.

LUCKY ESCAPE
An 18-year-old escaped serious injury when his 
car was sliced in half following a crash on Old 
Northern Road, Baulkham Hills at approximately 
7.15pm on Tuesday, November 5th.

Police are still investigating the incident 
on Old Northern Road at the junction of Hill St, 
Baulkham Hills. 

The P-plater walked away from the scene 
but was arrested after returning a positive 

roadside breath test.  He was taken to Castle 
Hill Police Station where he returned a blood 
alcohol reading of 0.110.  His licence was 
immediately suspended, and he was charged 
with Mid Range Drink Driving, and will appear in 
Parramatta Local Court on the 11 Dec 2024The 
45-year-old driver of the other vehicle has been
conveyed to the hospital as a precaution.
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CONVENIENT & SAFE UNDER COVER PARKING BELOW ALDI
Follow us on

Shop 2A/346 Galston Road, Galston 2159  
Ph 9653 1146    Fax 9653 2825  

Open 7 Days

Come in and see our friendly staff at Galston Village 
Pharmacy for a professional and caring attitude  

toward your health. We will be happy to advise you  
on appropriate treatment for your medical  

conditions and general well-being!

EXTENDED TRADING HOURS  
NOW OPEN 8am – 7pm | Monday- Friday

Just in time  
for Summer
Snake bite bandages with 
tension indicator, this is a 
heavyweight conforming 
bandage which is used

In the treatment of snake bites, 
funnel web spiders, blue ringed 
octopus and cone shell.

RRP $14.99
10cmx10.5m when stretched

Snake bite kit

RRP $21.99

These compact kits come in a durable soft pack 
bag that can be worn on the belt, take camping,  
in your car and home. Contains everything you 
need to respond to an emergency

Kit includes:
2 snake bite indicator bandages 10cmx4m
1 first aid leaflet
1 triangular bandage
1 low adherent dressing 5x5cm

ALSO LARGER KIT AVAILABLE $54.99

BY KARLENE BRUMMER

Who can remember the Summers  
of past, when the hot days were 
serenaded by the sounds of Cicadas 
echoing around your backyard and the 
balmy nights meant your sceen door 
was adorned with dozens of small 
brown ‘Christmas’ beetles? If you were 
really lucky you might have had one or 
two colourful and shiny larger beetles 
making an appearance and hanging out 
with their drab cousins.

Where have they all gone? According to the 
Australian Museum, numbers have indeed 
fallen over the past 30-40 years. This is mainly 
due to the decline in their habitat – namely 
the Cumberland Plain woodland, of which only 
around 10% remains.

The Christmas Beetle larvae eat native  
grass roots, and the adult beetles eat  

eucalypt leaves, so as  
the woodland makes 
way for more and  
more housing,  
the beetle population 
has declined. I was 
very excited to see 
this little beauty over the 
Christmas break. It brought 
back many happy childhood memories.

Speaking of Cicadas, 
I thought I had seen 
most species and 
colours over the 
years, until I found 
this little guy recently, 
and it truly stumped me.  
It turns out that Australia 
has more than 300 species of Cicadas and 
after some diligent research, trawling through 
photo after photo, I think I have identified him 
as a Razor grinder, (Henicopsaltria eydouxii). 

Apparently, the Razor grinder has one of the 
loudest calls, which has been likened to the 
sound of a metal grinder. It is one of the larger 
varieties of cicadas and has zig-zag markings 
on its front wings. Razor grinders occur all 
along the east coast from Gladstone Qld,  
to Narooma, NSW.

And finally in this trio 
of interesting insects, 
may I present to you 
the Fiddler Beetle. 
He was deep in a log 
when I was gardening, 
and the colour was just 
spectacular to see.  
Once again, I had no clue what it was 
(etymology is not my strong suit) so after 
some hit and miss search terms in Google,  
I finally found it: Eupoecila australasiae more 
commonly known as the Fiddler Beetle - So 
named because of the markings on its shell 
which supposedly look like a Fiddle or violin.

Beautiful
Bugs

http://www.galstonvillagepharmacy.com.au
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Got household 
problem waste? 
Not a problem.

For more information, visit

hornsby.nsw.gov.au/crc

These items and more 
can be dropped off   
at the Community 
Recycling Centre:

Before you arrive

Check the website 
or phone us on 
13 70 30

Location:
29 Sefton Road, 
Thornleigh 21201 2
Hours:

Separate waste 
into individual 
containers and flatten 
cardboard boxes

Tuesday to Friday, 8.30am-4pm
Saturday, 8.30am-12pm 
Closed Public Holidays

Gas bottles and  
fire extinguishers

Paint and 
aerosols

Motor and 
other oils

Floro globes 
and tubes 

Household and 
car batteries

Flattened cardboard  
and clothing

Electronic waste 
and mobile phones

Smoke detectors 
and ink cartridges

Centenary
Event Comes 
to Galston
In 1925 Nevill Westwood and Greg Davies 
undertook an incredible journey in their 
trusty 1923 Citroen 5CV, the very first car to 
travel all around Australia; an amazing vehicle 
known for its exceptional features and reliability. 
After naming the little car Bubsie, Westwood and 
Davies left Perth on 4th August 1925 to visit the 
towns and outback regions; including stock routes 
and river crossings to some of the most remote and 
hottest parts of Australia.

This year is the 100th Anniversary of their amazing journey.  
This is why ‘The Incredible Journey’ team from NSW are  
retracing the steps of those pioneering men who travelled  
almost 18,000Kms in 148 days, covering some of the roughest  
ground imaginable.

And while the original Bubsie, driven by Westwood and Davies,  
can be seen in the National Museum in Canberra, on Tuesday  
11th March, a beautifully restored replica of Nevill’s Citroën will  
be on display at ‘The Persimmon Place’ (Waddell’s Orchard)  
375 Galston Road, Galston from 10am – 12pm; and then at  
Galston Adventist Church from 2pm – 5pm.

Please join us for this memorable event and discover what inspired 
Westwood and Davies to make such a dangerous, incredible journey. 
And make sure you get your free copy of the ‘Overlander’ detailing 
Nevill Westwood and Greg Davies amazing adventure. This event is 
promoted by ‘The Incredible Journey’ and Galston Adventist Church.

For more information visit ‘The Incredible Journey’ at:
 tij.tv or contact

 Steve Belson on 0438 459 223

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

http://hornsby.nsw.gov.au/crc
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We are  
No.1 in  

the No.2 
Business.

GIVE US A CALL TODAY 

9427 2802
www.ableliquidwaste.com.au

• Enviro Cycle Tank Cleaning
• Septic Tank Cleaning
• Stormwater Cleaning

• Grease Trap Cleaning
• Confined Space Entry
• Seniors Discount

Septic Tank Services

The Friends of Fagan Park recently 
celebrated the completion of a seven 
and a half year restoration project by 
some very dedicated volunteers.

Donated to the Friends of Fagan Park  
in July 2017 by the Cranston family of  
Middle Dural, it had finished its working life 
hauling bush rock out of gullies and had 
been heavily modified for the purpose. It was 
decided in consultation with the donors to 
restore it to original condition.

It has been a mammoth job! Every single 
part has been rebuilt by our volunteers with 
no new parts available. The wheels were the 
major challenge and expense using nearly 
forgotten crafts. All the timber was milled 

locally and fashioned into the beautiful 
body you now see. An absolute credit to all 
the volunteers and local tradesmen who 
have donated goods and services. It was 
proclaimed "complete" in December 2024.

The truck drives well but is challenging 
with its "crash" gearbox. Its maximum speed 
is about 25km/h but is unlikely to ever be 
driven so fast!

The photos show the truck in its original 
and restored condition. Come along to Fagan 
Park and have a look yourself... we are open 
every Tuesday 9-4pm and every second 
Sunday of the month 1-4pm.

NEWS FROM NETHERBY

A Restoration Journey

http://www.ableliquidwaste.com.au
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GLENORIE PROGRESS ASSOCIATION

Stockists of Natio, Blackmores and  
Bullivant Vitamins

Galston healthsense Pharmacy Team is 
caring and friendly 

We will listen and provide you with the most 
appropriate healthcare advice 

Just call in and experience our special 
caring service Phone 9653 1104

Open 7 days a week

Kakada Tham B.Pharm. M.P.S.
354 Galston Road, Galston Ph: 9653 1104

HealthSense PHARMACYArcadia Galston
R e s i d e n t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  I n c .

giving the community a
voice to be heard

M E M B E R S H I P  $ 5 . 0 0
T O  B E  P A R T  O F  S O M E T H I N G  T H A T  M A K E S  A

D I F F E R E N C E  T O  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

W W W . A G R A 2 1 5 9 . C O M . A U

Arcadia Galston
R e s i d e n t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  I n c .

giving the community a
voice to be heard

M E M B E R S H I P  $ 5 . 0 0
T O  B E  P A R T  O F  S O M E T H I N G  T H A T  M A K E S  A

D I F F E R E N C E  T O  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

W W W . A G R A 2 1 5 9 . C O M . A U

M E M B E R S H I P  $ 5 . 0 0

T O  B E  PA R T  O F  S O M E T H I N G  T H AT  M A K E S  A 
D I F F E R E N C E  T O  O U R  CO M M U N I T Y

W W W. AG R A 2 1 5 9 .CO M . AU

It’s not too late to become part of Glenorie’s future by claiming 
your place on the path of Glenorie history.

You can have your family name included in the Glenorie heritage pathway. 
Here are some samples of the ways you can honour a veteran in your 
family, remember a loved one or cement your family name in our history.

Look out for us at Open Days at the Hall or outside Woolworths. We 
can help you order the pavers. We can even give you a gift certificate 
to give to your family members to say you have purchased a paver.
Best way to pay (no fees), unless cash at our Open Days, is by  
Direct Credit to Bendigo Bank: BSB: 633 000
A/C Name: Ray Whiteman Heritage Fence Fund
A/C #: 172 608 085
Put your name and number of pavers as reference. Then... send your 
order form with wording via email to pavers@glenorieprogress.org.au
Visit our website for the order form or use 
the QR code to place an order.
Any questions that you may have  
can be addressed via email to  
pavers@glenorieprogress.org.au

IT’S ALSO NOT TOO LATE
to sponsor a pier and have your family 
name on that pier. To sponsor a pier, 
contact the president@glenorieprogress.org.au
The Ray Whiteman Heritage Fence update - Four piers have  
been carved. We are almost there! Working with Hornsby Council, 
the plan is to be ready for Anzac Day 2025. Watch for the build to 
commence soon!

If you want to keep your finger on the pulse of Glenorie, come along to 
our meetings at 7:15pm 2nd Thursday every month in the downstairs 
meeting room of Glenorie RSL. Visitors are welcome but if you want to 
be kept up to date, please consider joining the GPA.

Family double pavers

Family single pavers

Loved ones pavers

Veterans pavers

http://www.galstonpharmacy.com.au
http://www.agra2159.com.au
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Rules for a Smooth Ride
BY REJIMON PUNCHAYIL

As you embrace the newfound independence that your 
mobility scooter provides, it's essential to understand its safe 
use and maintenance.

Glenorie Probus Club Activities
Glenorie Probus Club finished the year 
on a high note. The club had a Trail day 
tour to Bobbin Head and Kuring-gai 
National Park. They gathered at the 
Kalkari Discovery Centre which has a 
facscinating collection of items on view. 
Following this it was a walk pass the 
Look Out and Discovery Trail. Then a 
drive down to Bobbin Head. Here there 
were a number of walks around the area 
with different views of the Creek and 
surrounds. Following a lovely lunch the 
group moved to the North Turramurra 
entrance and viewed The Sphinx War 
Memorial. This was carved by William 
Thomas Shirley, a returned serviceman 
and trained stonemason over two years 
in 1924-5 as part of his therapy while he 
was a patient at the nearby Hospital.

The guest speaker for November was  
Ralph Steele from Galston Community 
Bendigo Bank. Ralph briefly outlined his 
background and the key roll he played in  
the creation of the Galston Community 
Bendigo Bank. The Bank is owned 50% by 

Bendigo Bank which receives 50% of the 
earnings and 80% of the remainder goes 
to supporting a wide range of Community 
Groups. The Bank has given just under 
$4,000,000 to date to benefitted a wide range 
if Community activities including schools, 
sporting clubs, disability support, aged care, 
Careflight, and Arcadian Artists to mention  
a few.

The club held its Christmas lunch at  
Glenorie RSL. The traditional Trivia Quiz was 
held which kept all entertained and thinking. 
This was followed by a great meal for the 

members which was provided by the club. 
Once again Santa visited and an enjoyable time 
was had by all to finalise the years activities.

The club resumes its activities in  
February with an exciting range of activites in 
plan for 2025.

The Club meets on the at 11.00am on the 
4th Wednesday of the month at Glenorie RSL 
and new members are welcome.

Contact Wendy Black
 9653 1022
 wendyireneblack@yahoo.com.au

Weather Wisdom: It's crucial to exercise caution when considering  
your scooter outings. Avoid using your scooter in rainy conditions. 
Moisture can harm the scooter's electronics and pose safety risks. 
Always stay informed about the weather forecast before venturing out.
Routine Maintenance: When it comes to scooter issues,  
leave troubleshooting to the experts. This is especially important  
when dealing with tasks like replacing tubes, tires, or wheels.
Battery Care: To keep your scooter in optimal condition, maintain your 
scooter's battery health by charging it regularly, even if you don't use it 
frequently. Keeping the battery charged ensures it's always ready when 
you need it.

Safety: Enhance your safety on the road by installing a safety flag  
on your scooter, increasing your visibility to other road users.  
For evening rides, add lights and reflective accessories.  
Avoid nighttime scooter use unless absolutely essential,  
and if so, exercise utmost caution. Planning your travel route  
and discussing accessibility with your local council is a creative 
planning tool.
Respect for Others: Always prioritize pedestrian safety.  
Slow down and provide them with ample space, especially in  
crowded areas. Ensuring everyone's safety is paramount.

These crucial rules are designed to keep you and your scooter safe  
and in optimal condition. If you have any questions related to your 
mobility and independence or any other concerns, don't hesitate to  
reach out to your local specialist at www.karislife.com.au for a friendly 
chat on phone or in person.

Bobbin Head Sphinx

http://www.KarisLife.com.au


COMBINED PROBUS CLUB OF CHERRYBROOK MEETS
Combined Probus Club of Cherrybrook meets 
1st Thursday of the month at Cherrybrook 
Community and Cultural Centre.  
Contact Ross 0411 104 863.

We warmly welcome you to our Probus Club 
to share the good times!

06-02-25
Cherrybrook Community and Cultural Centre

MONTHLY TALK DURAL & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Emeritus Professor Don Napper will tell the 
story of Nikola Tesla, considered to be one of 
the world’s greatest inventors.

All welcome. Plenty of parking,  
comfortable seating and delicious afternoon 
tea in beautiful rural Galston.

Contact: Judy Horton 0419 604 701
Email: judyhorton949@gmail.com

08-02-25 || 02:00 PM to 04:00 PM
Galston Uniting Church, 11 School Road, Galston

HILLS LUNAR FESTIVAL
Celebrate the Year of the Snake at the Hills Lunar Festival on  
Saturday, February 8th, 2025, at Arthur Whitling Park. Enjoy vibrant 
drum beats, traditional Chinese dancing, and a variety of Asian 
foods like dumplings and bubble waffles. Experience captivating 
performances by The Hills Chinese Association, along with  
family-friendly activities such as face painting and clay snake crafting. 
Two Wishing Trees will allow guests to write and hang their wishes  
for the year ahead. Lunar New Year is a time for family, reflection,  
and optimism.

08-02-25 || 02:00 PM to 09:00 PM
Arthur Whitling Park, cnr Old Northern Road and McMullen Ave, 
Castle Hill, 2154

ELLERMAN PARK BUSHCARE
The Ellerman Park Bushcare Group works in 
Ellerman Park, Dural.

This reserve was targeted for restoration 
due to the vegetation community of Sydney 
Turpentine – Ironbark Forest being listed as a 
Critically Endangered Ecological Community.

There is very little Sydney Turpentine–Ironbark Forest  
reserved on public land that contains all stratum of vegetation 
(ground, mid and canopy).

Grants from the Department of Environment and Climate Change 
(DECC) and the Hawkesbury-Nepean Catchment Management 
Authority (HNCMA) have been utilised to restore Ellerman Park.

Everyone is welcome. No experience necessary.

09-02-25 || 09:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Ellerman Park, 22Z Pellitt Lane, Dural, 2158

PROBUS CLUB OF THE HILLS MEETING
Probus Club of the Hills welcomes you to 
our meetings! 2nd Wednesday of the month 
(except January), Galston Club 10am.  

Contact Bob Heyward 0427 360 389 or  
Ken Smith 0413 309 573.

12-02-25 || 10:00 AM
The Galston Club, 21-25 Arcadia Road, Galston NSW 2159

MEET THE AUTHOR PENELOPE JANU
Mackenzie Henry is content in her small town of Summerfield until  
her grandfather asks her to lead a rehabilitation effort for land 
damaged by an open-cut mine, involving a Norwegian documentary 
team. The project reveals secrets that endanger her family’s 
reputation and safety, and complicates her life even further with the 
arrival of Kit Thorsen, who threatens the heart she’s kept safe.

Penelope, an author passionate about social and environmental 
themes, celebrates Australian characters and communities in her 
novels. She will discuss her work with fellow Australian writer  
Sandie Docker, known for books like The Redgum River Retreat and  
the Lyrebird Lake Ladies Choir.

14-02-25 || 02:00 PM to 03:00 PM
Hornsby Library, 28-44 George Street, Hornsby

JAZZ AT THE PINES
Enjoy live Jazz at The Pines in the historic 
Roughley House grounds at Dural. Bring a 
picnic and relax under the old pine trees. 
Tables can be booked or bring your own chairs 
or picnic rug. Refreshments available in the 
Visitor Centre.

16-02-25 || 12:30 PM to 03:30 PM
Dural Visitor Centre, Roughley House, 656A Old Northern Road, 
Dural, 2158

COMPOST AND WORM FARM WORKSHOP
Learn how to compost and set up a worm 
farm at our workshop. Join the Hornsby Shire 
composting community to transform your food 
waste into nutrient-rich compost. Get expert 
advice and ask questions. Free for residents, 
refreshments provided.

20-02-25 || 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM
Thornleigh Community Recycling Centre, 29 Sefton Road,  
Thornleigh NSW 2120

CASTLE HILL AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS EMERGENCYREDI™ WORKSHOP
As the world warms, extreme weather  
in Australia is becoming more common.  
NRMA Insurance aims to educate  
communities on local risks and emergency 
preparedness through Help Nation, an initiative 
that connects people and organizations.  
Join a free Australian Red Cross 
EmergencyRedi™ Workshop to learn about local risks and  
practical steps to minimize the impact of disasters. These workshops 
will help you develop an emergency RediPlan® and provide  
essential knowledge to prepare yourself and your loved ones  
for emergencies.

26-02-25 || 10:30 AM to 12:00 PM
Castle Hill RSL, 77 Castle Street, Castle Hill, 2154
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Hi I’m Clare, your local photographer 
here in Arcadia. I’ve been asked to 
introduce myself to the fabulous 

readers of the Galston Community News 
and in 250 words explain my life as a 
professional photographer. Funny that 
as I spend most of my life avoiding using 
words and express how I feel and what I 
see through imagery.

  

Photography is my passion and life,  
I was born into it and will never stop  
loving it. For any of you who have had  
the privilege of owning a proper camera 
(not an iPhone) and capturing life through 
a lens, you will understand the tremendous 
excitement of using light and time to make 
a picture. So simple, yet extraordinary 
when you think about the power a 
photograph has.

I am very lucky to have learnt my  
craft from my father “David Oliver”  
who had a studio on Pennant Hills Road 
and serviced the Hills area for over  
30 years. We both enjoy photographing 
people and Dad taught me how to 
communicate, interact and capture 
humanity.

“If a photographer cares about the  
people before the lens and is 
compassionate, much is given. It is the 
photographer, not the camera, that is  
the instrument”  —Eve Arnold. 

Well that’s enough words for me.  
Thank you to Galston Community News 
for the opportunity to engage with fellow 
residents of the best place to live in Sydney! 

I look forward to hopefully meeting many 
of you in the future if you need any family, 
event or business photos. I will endeavour 
to keep a regular advert in here to showcase 
some fun images locally and internationally 
- watch this space! 

ADVERTORIAL

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Let us help you promote  

your business today!
To reserve your ad, call Karen at 0487 111 868  

or email advertising@galstoncommunity.com.au

We offer  free AD  design  
service

http://www.clareoliverphotographer.com
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LUXURIOUS AND EXCLUSIVE  LUXURIOUS AND EXCLUSIVE  
GRASS FED AUSTRALIAN BEEFGRASS FED AUSTRALIAN BEEF

 GRASS FED FOR LIFE 
 NO ADDED HORMONES
 FREE RANGE
  MEALTIME SOLUTIONS IN A BOX
  BEEF PACK INCLUDES 12KG OF  

BLACK ANGUS BEEF FOR $300

www.taylorfinefoods.com.au
To order call 0410 678 750

FreeHOME
DELIVERY
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New!
VANILLA  

TALLOW FACE 
CREAM 50mL
PRE-ORDER NOW  

$40

Why Jennifer Taylor has 
partnered with  
to create a New Skincare Product  
Made From Grass Fed Tallow

Galston local Jennifer Taylor wanted 
to create a skincare product which was 
free of toxins and harmful chemicals 

TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOUR BACKGROUND
I’ve lived in Sydney for my whole life and 

I have worked in the beauty and fashion 
industry for many years. I never gave a second 
thought to the chemicals I was using daily on 
my skin or at work until I reached my late 40s. 
I recently became inspired by Cherith, a former 
party girl turned health guru, who educates 
her Instagram followers with natural beauty 
solutions. Cherith the founder of skinb, was 
actually looking to source a reputable local 
100% Grass Fed and Grass Finished Beef 
Tallow, and when we met it was almost an 
instant decision for us to collaborate. 

I had a life changing experience in 2023 
when I nearly lost my life to cancer and a brain 
tumour, and it was through this experience 
that I became more and more aware of 
the links of toxins in food, cosmetics and 
household products to diseases such as 
cancer. I have been committed to take better 
care of myself, and I’m growing in wisdom and 
knowledge to make better lifestyle choices in 
the hope that I can be around for my family 
longer and to teach my son and daughter to 
make better lifestyle choices too. 

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO START TAYLOR FINE 
FOODS AND NOW TAYLOR GRASS FED TALLOW?

I began wanting to eat more organic, 
unprocessed food and drinking filtered water 
– clean eating was now a huge desire for 
me so it was a natural progression to want 
to eat our own farm produce. I started the 

process to bring beef back from our 
farm and in a format that was useful to 
the community. We now have a growing 
group of local customers from Galston, 
Arcadia and Glenorie enjoying our grass fed 
and grass finished beef. 

The next challenge was to consider natural 
cosmetics and to source products that were 
going to benefit my skin and overall health. It 
was a chance meeting while on holidays that 
I met Cherith and together we shared of our 
passions for clean living. Cherith has been on a 
journey to discover natural ingredients and how 
to blend them up to offer real natural beauty 
solutions. We are both in our late 40’s and now 
recognise how important it is to NOT to use 
products with toxins that can disrupt hormones. 

It was a pleasant surprise to discover that 
beef tallow is actually a really good solution to 
use as a cosmetic. 

Part of my research has led me to be 
motivated to go back down the ancient 
paths for truth and to go back to basics with 
simplistic skin care, taking the wisdom of our 
ancestors and seeking to use a product that 
is good for both inner and outer 
beauty. 

WHAT IS TALLOW? 
Tallow is made from 

animal fat which is rendered 
(or cooked down) into a purer 
form. Tallow itself is not a new 
innovation: it’s been used in 
cooking for centuries, and 
medicinally by the ancient 
Egyptians, Romans and 
Greeks. 

TELL US ABOUT THE INGREDIENTS YOU USE
Taylor Grass Fed Tallow comes from the fat 

from the cows I see grazing in the hills at the 
farm. I know exactly which blades of grass 
they have been fed and raised on. Fat from 
grass-fed cows is the most nutrient-dense fat 
there is as it’s packed with nutrients, vitamins 
A, D, E, K and B12, plus Omega 6 and 9 – you 
just can’t get these from plant-based creams. 
And because the fat has such a similar fatty 
acid profile to the sebum in our skin, it’s as 
though our skin recognises it and absorbs 
it, leaving no greasy feeling which surprises 
many people.

Both my daughter and I have been using 
it for weeks now and we are amazed at how 
soft it makes the skin. My friends and family 
love it too – and even my husband is willing to 
use it. From this point, knowing this is a 100% 
natural product, I am pleased to introduce 
Taylor Grass Fed Tallow X skinb blend and 
make it available to anyone who wants to use 

a clean, natural moisturiser. 
The product is launching 

late February and is 
available for pre-
order now at Taylor 
Fine Foods. 

If you would  
like to smell  and try 

the new Vanilla Tallow 
I will be available at 

Sugar Salt Cafe, Galston on 
Saturday 8th February between 
9:30am-10:30am.

ADVERTORIAL

Local residents Gwen Darby,  
Esther Taylor and Jennifer Taylor

Milla Olmos 

http://www.taylorfinefoods.com.au
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Vale Margaret McKinley
BY KATH WARE (DAUGHTER)

Margaret McKinley died on 30th December 2024 in  
Mark Donaldson VC House Galston at the age of 93. 
Throughout her long busy life she wore many hats:  
a teacher and catechist; a nature lover, gardener, farmer and 
environmentalist; a dressmaker and home maker; an artist  
and music connoisseur; a genealogist and historian;  
a community activist, and an irrepressible volunteer.  
But the role that had the most profound impact on those  
who were closest to her was as the disarmingly modest,  
but hugely inspiring, matriarch of the McKinley family.

Margaret Ann Cape was born on 18th December 1931 in Cooma.  
Her early years were spent on a sheep property in Merriwa.

Margaret attended high school at Sacred Heart Rose Bay and  
went on to Sydney Kindergarten Training College, where she  
graduated as a pre-school teacher. She met her future husband,  
Edward McKinley, at her 21st birthday party. In 1955, Margaret married 
Ted and they bought a 13 acre property in Dural. The property  
cost 100 pounds per acre, and they scrimped, saved and toiled  
away to build a three bedroom home stick by stick, with most of 
the work done personally by the pair of them. The power was only 
connected after the house was finished, so everything had to be  
done without the aid of mains electricity. Over the years the couple  
had eight children.

Margaret was an intrepid volunteer. Much of her work was  
connected to the local parish. She was on hand when the  
Benedictine Monks bought a property in Arcadia in 1961, and helped  
the priests with transport, meals and shopping while the monastery 
was being built. She also served as a catechist, or scripture teacher,  
for 36 years, starting at Middle Dural public school in 1965.

Margaret earned extra income for her family by making school 
uniforms, netball uniforms and bespoke aprons for people in the  
local community. So it was only natural that she should apply  
these skills to her volunteer work, and over the years she made  
many robes for lay ministers and habits for the Benedictine Monks.  
She also loved cooking, and regularly made cakes for school fetes  
and Arcadia monastery fetes.

In 1971, Margaret joined a group of like-minded locals to form  
Dural Neighbour Aid. Over the years they did housework and  
cleaning for sick and elderly people, cooked hot meals, and provided 
transport to medical appointments and other engagements.  
She retired from her Neighbour Aid duties in 2019, after 47 years  
of service.

Margaret had a very strong sense of history, and the importance  
of understanding the back story to the way people lived their lives and 
how communities evolved over time. She joined the Dural Historical 
Society in 1999 and worked there until 2019. During this time she 
researched and wrote up the histories of many buildings, institutions 
and families in the region.

In her spare time, Margaret loved listening to fine music.  
Although she wasn’t a stage performer herself, she couldn’t bear 
just being a spectator, so in 2002 she helped to organise a concert 
series for Arcadian Musical Recitals. Margaret continued in the role 
of administration and publicity manager for the next 13 years, right up 
until she entered Rowland Village.

After Ted died in 2014, Margaret sold her Dural home and moved 
into a self-contained unit in Rowland Village. Some of the other 
residents in the village were already friends and acquaintances, and she 
quickly made new friends with her neighbours, helping them with their 
gardening, letter writing and meals.

The day before Margaret died, Father Michael came and  
spoke to her, and administered the last rites. She was very weak,  
but at peace and ready to bring to a close her amazing life.  
Margaret passed away on Monday 30th December 2024.  
She was farewelled by her family, friends and the local community  
at a requiem Mass at St Benedicts Parish Church, Arcadia on  
9th January. Her humble, unassuming but immensely giving and 
productive life continues to be an inspiration to everyone who  
was touched by it.

Looking for the 
perfect venue?

Featuring a spacious hall and a well equipped kitchen,  
it’s the ideal location for:

The Glenorie Community Centre  
is available for hire

Birthday 
parties

Glenorie Community Centre
1729 Old Northern Road
Glenorie NSW 2157

With a standing capacity of up to 120 people, it’s perfect 
for gatherings big or small.

For more information:

Meetings  
and events

Classes  
and seminars

hornsby.nsw.gov.au/Venues vmt@hornsby.nsw.gov.au 9847 6050

hornsby.nsw.gov.au/Venues
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Jemma Juckes (née Hibbert)
25th June 1990 – 18th December 2024
BY ELISE PRIDE

The Glenorie community mourns the 
loss of one of its brightest lights, 
Jemma Juckes, who passed away 
peacefully on 18th December 2024. 
A devoted wife to Lang, beloved 
stepmother to Riley, and adored 
fur-mum to George, Jemma will be 
remembered for her warmth, resilience, 
and extraordinary capacity to inspire 
those around her.

Jemma’s impact on Glenorie was profound and 
far-reaching. As the owner of Glenorie Pizzeria 
for nine years, she turned a local eatery into  
the heart of the community. Jemma created  
a space where connections flourished,  
and her mentorship of young staff helped 
many discover their potential and build 
confidence. Her kindness and encouragement 
helped shape lives and left a lasting impression 
on everyone who walked through her doors.

Diagnosed with cancer in April 2023, 
Jemma faced her battle with unwavering 

courage and determination, using her journey 
to bring people together and inspire action. 
Her advocacy efforts achieved a remarkable 
milestone just two days after her passing, 
when the life-saving drug she fought to make 
accessible was approved for inclusion on 
the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS). 
This victory ensures that the 150 Australians 
diagnosed each year with the same cancer 

can access treatment at a fraction of the 
cost—a lasting legacy of Jemma’s dedication 
to helping others.

Jemma found joy in life’s simplest 
pleasures—sharing a laugh with friends, 
enjoying the beauty of nature, and cherishing 
moments with loved ones. Her quick wit, 
artistic flair, and boundless kindness made  
her a beacon of positivity to everyone  
around her. Whether she was creating 
something beautiful, lifting someone’s spirits 
with her humour, or connecting deeply with 
those she met, Jemma’s ability to bring 
warmth and light to others defined her. 
Her legacy of love, creativity, and genuine 
connection will continue to inspire all who 
were fortunate enough to know her.

A celebration of Jemma’s life will be held on 
Friday 31st January, at 10am, at Glenorie RSL.

Jemma’s light will forever shine in the  
hearts of Lang, Riley, her family, and the  
entire Glenorie community. She leaves  
behind a legacy of love, connection, and an 
enduring reminder of the difference one  
person can make.

PREMIER SHADES
BLINDS - AWNINGS - SHUTTERS - CURTAINS

Phone 02 91 39 67 97

WHY CHOOSE
PREMIER SHADES?

Over 330 Google reviews
from happy customers

We understand village &
strata requirements

A reliable team of
professionals

Trusted & reputable
Australian family 

     owned company

A local Central Coast
business for 30 years

We only sell high quality
products made to last

Beautiful showroom with
extensive range on
display

We make your blinds to
order in our Wyoming
factory

inside JBA Carpet Court 18 Salisbury Rd, Hornsby 2077

www.premiershades.com.auFREE MEASURE & QUOTE

http://www.premiershades.com.au
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Vale Pastor Peter John Goldstien
BY PETER KAZZI

Peter was a loved and cherished life 
member of Maroota Rural Fire Brigade. 
He served in the RFS for 60 years.  
That alone is a massive achievement!

Pete joined Annangrove brigade in 1964 where 
he served till 1992. He then joined Maroota 
Brigade in 1992 till his passing.

Pete as well as being an active member of 
the brigade also became the brigade President 
in 1992 and 1993, he became our First Aid 
Officer in 2002 till 2013. He was voted in as 
Vice-President from 2009 till his passing.  
He was voted a Life member in 2013.

Pete was active in fundraising for our 
brigade, always ready and willing to surprise us 
in some way to help us raise money. We used 
to have midyear dinners for the brigade and 
community at South Maroota Hall. It was one 
of our fundraising events that we held annually. 
One year Pete was doing an auction for us 
and the bidding was a bit slow, so he jumped 
up onto a table and said if we can raise this 
amount of money for the item being auctioned, 
he will pull his pants down. The money was 
raised in no time flat and Pete's pants came 

down just as quick! I think we raised a bit extra 
when he pulled them back up again.

Pete not only was a fire fighter he was  
a mentor, leader, someone that our brigade 
looked up to. Pete not only helped the needy 
with goods but he also looked after the  
mental health of many of his flock.  
Pete's passion for helping people made 
him a well known and loved member of the 
community. His legend was known in the Hills, 
Hawkesbury, Hornsby and Central Coast areas 
surrounding the Hawkesbury River. He married 
people, christened children, buried people  
and most of all, helped people. If someone 

needed help, he would supply them with food, 
clothes, toys, washing machines, dryers, 
fridges and if he didn't have what they needed, 
he would do his best to get it for them.

He raised money to support what people 
had already donated to him by doing the 
Carols in the Park at Wisemans Ferry and  
for a couple of years after the floods,  
at Maroota School. With the donations and 
the money received from the carols, he would 
put together what Pete and Jessie would call 
their "Love Hampers". The Love Hampers were 
distributed by Pete and Jesse to the needy 
families of the four main districts that Pete 
and Jesse supported. The hampers ensured 
that these families had a wonderful Christmas.

This is the Peter Goldstien we all know and 
love. This is the man everybody knew. Pastor 
Peter Goldstien is one of a kind and I doubt 
we'll see anyone like him in the near future.  
If we do, they will have very big boots to fill!

Peter you will never be forgotten... how can 
you forget someone that has given all of us so 
much to remember.

Pete loved and adored Jesse, his kids and 
grandkids but there was only one person that 
Pete loved as much as his family, and he is 
with Him now.

T. (02) 8999 8883 | E. duralstore@friendlymobility.com.au

3/829 Old Northern Road 
Dural NSW 2158

Open Monday to Friday 
9am to 4.30pm Visit in store or  

online at  
friendlymobility.com.au

Pillows and  
supports Crutches Walking frames Rollators

Household and 
Kitchen aids

Bedroom aids Wheelchairs
Support chairs 
and cushionsScootersBathroom and  

shower aids

Friendly Mobility stocks a range of  
products to assist in increasing 
independence, improving mobility & 
assisting to make daily life easier.

Assistance with  and Aged Care packages available.

http://friendlymobility.com.au
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As we get back to business following  
the summer period, we’re eager to 
continue making a positive impact in our 
community. 2025 is set to be a significant 
year, with many important initiatives to 
shape the future of Hornsby Shire. In 
March, we’re looking forward to engaging 
with you around our Community Strategic 
Plan, Your Vision | Your Future 2035. 
We’re also excited to reveal to you the 
first stages of our major project within 
Hornsby Park. Of course, we’ll continue  
to deliver the many projects and initiatives 
outlined in our 2024-27 Delivery Program. 
Stay tuned for more news to come.

As a Council, we’re committed to 
delivering events and activities across  
the Shire for the whole community to 
enjoy. So, we’re excited that our popular 
'Food Truck Fridays' are returning in  
2025. Food Truck Fridays will showcase 
some of Sydney’s best food truck 
offerings with live music at different 
locations in Hornsby Shire. 

In February, the trucks will roll into 
Berowra, then in March they will visit 
Cherrybrook and Galston. More than  
just providing delicious treats, our  
Food Truck Fridays activate our public 
spaces and our local evening and 
night-time economy. For details, see 
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/ftf 

We’re also excited that Remagine,  
our annual environmental art prize and 
exhibition, returns this May. We’re calling 
on artists across the Shire to submit a 
piece of work for this year’s competition. 
The theme is ‘RE:THINK TO RE:PURPOSE’ 
and entries are open until 1 May. Visit 
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/remagine to find  
out more.

I look forward to seeing you at one of  
our many events and activities across  
the Shire in 2025. And if you would like  
to get in touch, please feel free to email 
me at wwaddell@hornsby.nsw.gov.au 

Warren Waddell
Mayor of Hornsby Shire

from the  
Mayor's Desk

EDWARD BENNETT  
OVAL PLAYGROUND UPGRADE 
Submissions close: Monday 10 February
yoursay.hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Understanding and  
Preventing Dementia
Friday 28 February, 10am-12pm
Cherrybrook Community and Cultural Centre

Free. Bookings essential: 
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/whatson

hornsby.nsw.gov.au/remagine

RE:THINK TO RE:PURPOSE

Artwork by Fleur Brett,  
Yellow Torso (The Muse), 2024

CALL FOR ENTRIES

hornsby.nsw.gov.au/battery-safety

Lifeline connect
Every Thursday, 1pm-5.30pm
Hornsby Library
Free service staffed by skilled, 
compassionate, and non-judgemental 
Lifeline volunteers. Drop in for a chat  
and seek the support you need.
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/whatson

Chipping for Mulch – Mt Kuring-gai
Sunday 16 February, 7.30am-12.30pm
Council Depot, 5 Beaumont Road,  
Mt Kuring-gai

Compost and Worm Farm Workshop
Thursday 20 February, 10am-12.30pm
Community Recycling Centre, Thornleigh

Repair Day – Clothes, Bikes,  
Furniture and Electronics
Saturday 22 February,  
sessions from 9.30am-1pm
Storey Park Community Centre, Hornsby

For details and bookings visit: 
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/waste

WASTE EVENTS

Food Truck  

FRIDAYS, 5pm-8.30pm
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/ftf

Berowa Oval
21 February

Galston Recreation Reserve
7 March

Cherrybrook, Greenway Park
21 March

What's on

To lodge, view and track the latest Development Applications in your area please visit: hornsby.nsw.gov.au/property

hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Latest News 25,000
TREES2020B

Y

Next Council meeting Wednesday 12 February, 6.30pm

http://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au
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Artist Studio Clearance

Dural and District Historical Society Inc.

News from History Cottage
The Society thanks all who contributed to 
a most enjoyable series of meetings last 
year; the guest speakers created much 
discussion over afternoon tea and all 
further understood what it is that makes 
a community special when it learns about 
its own and its place, in history.

This year the Society will again call upon 
selected members and residents to speak on 
local topics; an influential Australian and a 
man who could have changed history. Here is 
the list for the year, it could change because of 
unforeseen circumstances:
• February - Don Napper - Nikola Tesla.
• March - Judy Horton - John Peter Russell - 

The Forgotten Impressionist.
• April - Vern Potter - The Fagans and  

Fagan Park.
• May - Carolyn Broadhead - Carolyn’s  

French Connection.
• June - Rod Best - The Best Family.
• July - Michael Bell - Galston  

Gorge Archaeology.
• August - The June Roughley Memorial 

Lecture, Ian Hemphill - My Life In Spices.
• September - Bob Ifield - The Ifield Family.
• November - Ron McIntosh - The Lost Boys 

(on local cenotaphs).

With generous access given to the  
Society by the Galston Uniting Church in 
School Road, our meetings have been held 
there with obvious success. However the 
home of the Society is “History Cottage” 
beside the Galston Cenotaph, where all 
research material is housed and available. 

Over recent months Society members,  
under the guidance of member, Toni Phillips, 
have carried extensive rearrangement and 
recording of what is stored. Justly proud of 
what has been achieved the Society will hold 
an open afternoon between 12.00 and 5.00 on 
Sunday 16th March. It invites all to come and 
see the maps, documents, family history,  
the library, photographs, micro film and more, 
that is there to share. A diary reminder is 
strongly recommended.

It was with sadness that members heard of 
the death of long time member, Mrs Margaret 
McKinley on the 30th December. She was an 
avid historian, who held a strong belief in the 
value of family and local history to help people 
understand their sense of belonging in a 
community and society.

The first meeting for 2025 will be on 
Saturday 8th February in the Galston Uniting 
Church, School Road, Galston, starting at 
2.00pm. The guest speaker will be Don 
Napper. He will tell the story of Nikola Tesla, 
inventor, visionary, forgotten man but the one 
Elon musk chose to use as the name of his car 
for very good reasons. Professor Napper has 
spoken to the Society on several occasions; 
his knowledge and presentation always 
guarantee a special afternoon.  
He was educated at Sydney and Cambridge 
Universities. He retired from Sydney university 
in 2003 as the Pro-Vice Chancellor where he is 
now Professor Emeritus.

Afternoon tea is free but a gold coin  
is appreciated.

Enquiries, Michael Bell 02 9653 1365.

The Ferry Artists Gallery in Wisemans Ferry welcomes 
in the New Year with our first exhibition of 2025 with our 
Artists Studio Clearance exhibition. With the holidays 
behind us and our artists working again in their studios  
this is a good time for our artists to offer work for a 
reduced price. All hanging artworks in the gallery will be for 
sale for $300 and under and this is a wonderful opportunity 
for new art buyers or established collectors to find 
something very special. If you have been watching one of 
our many talented artists you may be excited by what they 
offer for this exhibition.

Our usual selection of high quality and original jewellery and giftware  
will be on sale in the gallery also. So join us for our opening event  
Saturday 22nd February 2025 3-5pm at The Ferry Artists Gallery in 
beautiful and historic Wisemans Ferry.

The Ferry Artists Gallery supports and promotes emerging and 
established artists in our local community and the greater Hawkesbury 
and surrounding regions.

Keep up with what we are doing by following our socials or send us  
your email to be on our customer distribution list for special events and 
offers to ferryartistsgallery.org.au

The Ferry Artists Gallery is in Wisemans Ferry Central and open daily 
10am to 4pm.
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Hornsby Shire Council’s 
environmental art prize 
Remagine is again open for 
entries with $11,000 in total 
prize money.

Hosted by Hornsby Shire 
Council in partnership with 
the Hornsby Art Society since 
2009, the Remagine Art Prize 
challenges artists to create 
works in response to the waste 
and overconsumption crises. 
This year’s theme, RE:THINK TO 
RE:PURPOSE, challenges artists 
to explore the impact of waste 
production and creatively reuse 
materials to help conserve our 
precious natural resources.

Entries are open to  
Digital Stills, Sculpture,  
Mixed Media, Ceramics, Painting, 
Drawing, Printmaking and 
Photography, with six prizes to be 
won in 2025, including:

• Winner: $5,000
• Highly Commended: $2,000
• Recycled/Reused Materials 

Award $1,500
• Local Artist Award: $1,000
• Youth Award (18-25 years): 

$1,000
• People’s Choice Award: $500

Hornsby Shire Council  
Mayor Warren Waddell said this 
year’s theme was chosen to 
reflect the importance on reuse 
and repurposing materials before 
they become waste that enters 
our environment, renewing the  
art prize’s track record of  
poignant commentary on the 
waste crisis – the effects of 
which are seen most clearly at  
the level of Local Government.

“Rethinking our approach  
to managing household waste  
is essential to reducing the 
amount of waste we send  
to landfills, which are quickly 

reaching capacity,” said Mayor 
Waddell. “Finding creative ways 
to repurpose old items, whether 
in art or life, is a crucial behaviour 
towards building a more 
sustainable community.”

“Each year since its inception, 
we’ve seen Remagine Art Prize 
reach larger and larger audiences, 
as the effects of the waste  
crisis and climate change  
become a reality. I’m sure that 
this year’s theme will prompt  
a wonderful response from  
right across Australia yet  
again and raise community 
awareness on these important 
waste issues.”

Entries to the Remagine  
Art Prize close on Thursday  
1st May 2025 at 5pm and the 
winners will be announced at  
the award ceremony on Friday 
13th June 2025.

The Remagine Art Prize 
exhibition will be held from  
Friday 13th June until  
Sunday 29th June 2025, at 
Wallarobba Arts and Cultural 
Centre, 25 Edgeworth David 
Avenue, Hornsby.

For further information and to  
enter visit https://www.hornsby.
nsw.gov.au/remagine

Entries now open for Remagine 
environmental art prize 2025

Remagine Art Prize award ceremony 2024

Chris Gleisner, The Sixth Extinction A Short-List

Coco X. Huang, In A Drop of Water

http://www.ferryartists.org.au
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CUSTOMERS
WITH GOOGLE ADS

GET MORE

 0408 011 193 • 0410 400 098   info@kintye.com.au   www.kintye.com.au

We can also run ad campaigns on Facebook, Bing, Linkedin and other online platforms.

We are

Today a growing number of people search online for products and services.  

IS YOUR BUSINESS TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THESE SEARCHES?
IF NOT, GIVE US A CALL, MESSAGE OR EMAIL US.

We will meet with you, review your business and design a campaign to take advantage  
of these online opportunities.

2025 property outlook: What's in 
store for the property market
As we step into 2025, the Australian 
property market looks set to showcase 
a range of challenges and opportunities 
for buyers, sellers and investors. 
Factors like interest rates, migration 
trends and evolving rental conditions all 
contribute to shaping the year ahead. 
Here’s what to expect for residential real 
estate in 2025.

Belle Property’s insights reveal that the 2025 
property market will be balancing several 
issues. High interest rates have dampened 
some buyer enthusiasm, while in other 
areas limited housing supply and continued 
migration are keeping demand strong. 
CoreLogic’s November 2024 data showed a 
5.5% increase in home values nationwide,  
a trend likely to extend into 2025. The rental 
market remains competitive, driven by low 
vacancy rates and rising rents, while potential 
interest rate reductions later in the year could 
re-energise market activity.

The New South Wales metropolitan  
property market saw increased stock levels 
towards the end of 2024, largely driven by 
the impact of higher interest rates. This rise 
in supply has slowed market activity, putting 
downward pressure on prices and providing 
more choice for buyers. Despite this,  
demand for premium suburbs remains strong, 
fuelled by foreign investment and stable  
buyer confidence. If interest rates decrease 
in 2025, buyer confidence is expected to 
improve, potentially stabilising prices.

Regional New South Wales faces  
challenges as it transitions into 2025. 
Following a significant price surge during 
the COVID era, many areas are struggling 
to maintain momentum as businesses call 

more employees back to metropolitan offices. 
Lifestyle properties and holiday homes have 
been particularly impacted by rising costs  
and reduced disposable income, with this 
trend expected to persist through the first  
half of 2025.

2025 RENTAL MARKET TRENDS.
The 2025 rental market is poised for increased 
competition. As vacancy rates remain low, 
tenants may face rising rents, particularly in 
metropolitan areas. Investors are likely to find 
attractive opportunities in growth regions like 
Brisbane and Adelaide, where rental yields 
remain strong. In Western Australia, vacancy 
rates remain exceptionally low, driving rents 
higher — a trend likely to persist into 2025.

LOOKING AHEAD.
While challenges such as affordability 
pressures and policy changes remain,  
there are plenty of opportunities for informed 
buyers and investors for the year ahead.  
A potential reduction in interest rates in  
2025 could revitalise the market further, 
making this a year of cautious optimism for 
residential real estate. Understanding these 
trends will be critical for navigating this 
dynamic property landscape.

For more insights into market trends,  
contact Belle property Dural's Principal  
Carolyn Wheatley for a discussion today.

  0407 120 483
 carolyn.wheatley@belleproperty.com

http://www.kintye.com.au
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Visit the Sales and Information Centre. 
328a Galston Road, Galston. Open 7 days. 
Monday to Saturday 10am - 4pm.  
Sunday 10am - 2pm.

1300 533 296  |  sales@livingchoice.com.au

livingchoice.com.au

You may have to pay a departure fee when you leave this village which may impact on the 
capital gains received. CGI renders shown are for illustration purposes only.  GAL0003

SPENCER VILLA
The Spencer has a luxurious master suite and 
expansive living areas. The modern kitchen and 
dining space flow effortlessly onto a large patio, 
ideal for outdoor gatherings and relaxation. 

3 2 2

ASHDALE VILLA
Discover the perfect blend of comfort and style 
in the Ashdale. Enjoy seamless indoor-outdoor 
living with a spacious patio that’s perfect for 
relaxing or entertaining.

2 2 1

Display Homes
Now open by appointment, 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

Ashdale Villa

Spencer Villa

CGI renders shown are for  
illustration purposes only

NOW SELLING 
HOMES AVAILABLE NOW

LIVING CHOICE 
GALSTON

Galston’s Leisure Centre  
Now Under Construction.

GAL0003_Hills to Hawkesbury 210x297_FA.indd   1GAL0003_Hills to Hawkesbury 210x297_FA.indd   1 21/1/2025   4:38 PM21/1/2025   4:38 PM

http://livingchoice.com.au
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By Appointment  
31 Arcadia Road, Galston, NSW 2159  

(next to the Galston Club)

Dr Graham Campbell  •  Dr Joyce Beardsell
Dr. Mohammed Ansary •  Dr Sinija Rodrigues

Galston Medical Centre
since 1980

Fully Accredited Practice

Online Appointments

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8.30-6PM | SATURDAY 8.30-12PM

Aussie is 
Growing
With climate change kicking in, local success story, 
Australian Pump Industries, is having trouble keeping up with 
demand from all over the world. The success of the company 
is based on it’s ethics and value for money product line.

“We design and build machines as if we are 
going to use them ourselves”, said Aussie 
Pumps Chief Engineer, John Hales.

Great opportunities for  
Media Manager, Product Managers,  
Fitters/assemblers, and interns eager 
to get a start in an aspect of the 
commercial world where everything 
you do helps somebody!

If it’s drought, fires or floods, 
anywhere in the world ... Aussie is 
there! Learn

For further information,  
contact Linda-Sue Karkowski 
at info@aussiepumps.com.au

Our updated Hornsby Shire Libraries app has some great features 
that make managing your loans so much easier! The updates 
include notifications that your reservations are ready to collect,  
a personal wish list, a reading tracker, added security features and  
a clearer format. Download the app via the App Store or  
Google Play. Visit hornsby.nsw.gov.au/library or chat to a staff 
member at any library branch to find out more.

ADULT FICTION
GUNNAWAH  BY RONNI SALT
Riverina 1974. When Adelaide Hoffman applies 
for a cadetship at the Gunnawah Gazette, 
owner, Valdene Bullark, puts Adelaide straight 
to work. What starts as a routine assignment 
covering an irrigation project soon puts 
Adelaide on the trail of a much bigger story of 
shady deals and vested interests. Someone will 
do whatever it takes to stop Adelaide and Val 
finding out how far the river of corruption and 
crime runs.

Set in the heart of rural Australia during the Whitlam era,  
Gunnawah is a compulsive crime thriller of corruption, guns,  
and drugs from Australian Noir's most arresting new voice.

YOUNG ADULT FICTION
COMES THE NIGHT  BY ISOBELLE CARMODY
Will lives with his father in a future domed 
Canberra where citizens are safe from extreme 
weather, solar radiation, and civil unrest.  
He does not question his carefully controlled 
existence until the recurrence of an old 
nightmare propels him on a dangerous quest. 
Will discovers his dreams hold cryptic clues 
that lead him into an alternate dimension where 
he must grapple with dark forces that operate 
in both worlds.

A superb YA fantasy set in the near future, from the internationally 
acclaimed and bestselling author of the Obernewtyn Chronicles and 
The Gathering.

Reserve your copy at hornsby.nsw.gov.au/library, via the Hornsby Shire 
Libraries app or call Galston Library on 9847 6160.

ADVERTORIAL

For FREE Quotes &  
Advice call Geoff on

We have been painting in the Hills District for over 30 years, 
concentrating on residential painting. We paint to a very high standard, 
preparation, priming and a combination of two and three coats is the 
key to a long lasting paint finish.

Before After

We are reliable, we meet all OHS requirements  
when it comes to high work.

0408 600 422

Interior and exterior painting
 New homes
 Extensions

 Repaints
 Restorations

For FREE Quotes &  
Advice call Geoff on
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http:///www.galstonmedicalcentre.com.au
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ALL NEW U5 & U6 PLAYERS RECEIVE FREE STARTERS KIT (BALL, SOCKS, SHORTS & BAG). ALL 2025 PLAYERS RECEIVE A FREE 

HHFC TRAINING JERSEY, AND ALL COACHES AND MANAGERS RECEIVE A FREE HHFC JACKET.  

REGISTER WITH THE HILLS HAWKS 
FOR SEASON 2025 

USE YOUR NSWGOVERNMENT $50ACTIVE KIDSVOUCHER TO HELPPAY REGISTRATION!

USE YOUR NSWGOVERNMENT $50ACTIVE KIDSVOUCHER TO HELPPAY REGISTRATION!

U5s to Over 45s, 
Super League, 
Social, Women's, 
Mixed comps

REGISTER ONLINE www.hillshawksfc.com
EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT UNTIL Feb 10th

 Grading day for all teams February 8th, 2-6pm, Galston Reserve 
hhfccoach@gmail.com

For more information email - hhfcregistrar@gmail.com

Hills Hawks
Super League

For a small community sitting on the  
edge of Sydney, our area has certainly 
‘punched above its weight’ when it comes to 
competitive soccer. As the proud Hills Hawks 
Football Club approaches its 56th season, 
there is a new energy from juniors right 
through to O45s, including the formation of a 
new Super League team which will compete 
against some of the best at the amateur level 
across Northern Sydney.

For the past decade the Hills Hawks 
have run a Premier League team, which is 
the very highest level of amateur football 
in Australia. For a small club in semi-rural 
Sydney, that is no mean feat. Unfortunately, 
through natural attrition and other factors 
that team disbanded at the end of 2023. 
Now the club will put together a team 
capable of competing in the Super League 
which will, hopefully, provide a pathway  
for our most competitive players to again 

move up into Premier League within a 
couple of seasons.

The Hawkies are an integral part of the 
fabric of our community, and many locals  
are brought together by sport in general,  
and the club more specifically. Those who 
have played for the club, coached, or cheered 
on their kids from the sideline are bonded 
together by their shared experiences.  
To have a team to watch at the very top of 
amateur football gives local kids something 
to aspire to, should they have a competitive 
nature themselves, as well as making for a 
very entertaining spectacle on a Saturday 
afternoon! We do have some extremely 
talented juniors coming through at the 
moment, and the club is providing extra 
training opportunities for anyone wanting to 
take their game to another level. That said, 
we are first and foremost a family club and 
there is a level for any player, whether they 

are the next Ronaldo or just want a kick in the 
park with their friends.

To find out more about Super League contact 
Rob on President.hillshawksfc@gmail.com 
Register for season 2025 by visiting  
www.hillshawksfc.com

http://www.hillshawksfc.com
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Northholm Grammar HSC 
Excellence Ranked  
31st in the State
It is with enormous pride that Northholm 
Grammar announces the outstanding 
academic achievement of our Year 
12 2024 cohort in the HSC results. 
Northholm Grammar’s rank of 31st in 
the State’s best performing schools 
is a testament of our commitment 
to academic growth, excellence and 
developing the character of each student. 

Our Year 12 cohort embraced the opportunity 
to engage in a rigorous academic program 
allowing them to achieve their personal best 
whilst balancing their studies with a diverse 
array of personal accomplishments in their 
areas of interest and passion. We commend 
our Year 12 2024 students on their results and 
for their grit, perseverance and unwavering 
drive towards excellence.

Northholm Grammar’s standing as one of 
the leading schools in New South Wales is 
reflected in the following highlights:
• 18th best performing Independent School in 

New South Wales
• 30 students recognised as NSW 

Distinguished Achievers
• 5 students on the Honour Roll (Chloe Fader, 

Emelie Gartner, Amelia Gartner,  
Sophie Hamilton-James, Gemma Oaklands)

• 4 State Ranks – Mia Lawton  
(2nd Biology and 4th Agriculture) and 
Emelie Gartner (7th Modern History and 
12th in English Advanced)

• 67% of students gaining at least one Band 6
• 80% of students gaining at least one Band 5 

or Band 6
• 100% of courses achieved above State 

Average marks

Special congratulations go to  
Sophie Hamilton-James and Emelie Gartner  
as the Dux of the School, both achieving an 
ATAR of 99.75.

The Class of 2024 have not only achieved 
magnificent HSC results but have led the way 
in sport, visual and performing arts, leadership 
and entrepreneurship. They have elevated the 
standard for academic excellence that will 
inspire future cohorts at Northholm.

We also acknowledge our community - staff, 
parents, friends and family for their support 
of our Year 12 students. Our Year 12 families 
have worked in partnership with the School,  
to ensure a healthy learning experience for  
our students.

Congratulations again to our Class of 2024 
on their magnificent results.

Dural Bowling Club News
Dural Bowling Club Christmas lunch and the award 
presentation took place on Saturday December 14th 2024.

Most players attended the day and had a wonderful time.
The day started with a game of scroungers whereby players are 

divided up into groups of 4 to a rink. Each rink players plays an 
individual game against the others. Each player has 3 bowls and the 
closest bowls scores 3 points, second 2 points and third 1 point.

It was a fun and entertaining morning with the game starting at 
9.30am. After the completion of the game of scroungers the players 
joined the other bowlers that had elected to skip the morning games for 
lunch in the dining room. The winner was Mike Keane and the runner up 
Phil Laing.

The last bowl day for 2024 was on Saturday 21st December and 
resumed on Saturday 4th January 2025.

The Open Gender Drawn Triples is currently in progress and started 
on January 11th January 2025.

Anyone interested in playing bowls please contact Robert on
 0411 375 580
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Book now
northholm.nsw.edu.au

Sunday 23 March
Open Day

http://northholm.nsw.edu.au
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Pacific Berowra Christian School
Welcome to our new  
Principal, Royston Lee

HEIDI EDWARDS  
FAMILY FUND – AGM 2025

AGM to be held on Wednesday, 19th February 2025
At the Glenorie RSL club at 7.30pm

Give Us a Call Today!

0414 635 650
info@mcardletrees.com.au

TREE REMOVAL
PRUNING

STUMP GRINDING
LAND CLEARING

MULCH SALES
FIREWOOD

4th Generation 
Expert Arborist

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

24 Hour  
Emergency  
Service

ARBORIST EST. 1956

Mr Royston Lee has joined Pacific Berowra Christian School  
as their new Principal, commencing, January 2025.  
Royston comes with decades of educational leadership 
experience in both Singapore and Australia, most recently  
as the Pacific Group Dean of Teaching.

“I would first like to express my heartfelt gratitude for the warm welcome 
I have received from this wonderful community. It is a blessing to join a 
school family so deeply committed to nurturing each child’s academic 
and spiritual growth. Thank you for your kindness, which has already 
made me feel at home.”

Pacific Berowra Christian School has been serving the Berowra and 
surrounds community for over 30 years. At Pacific Berowra, every child 
is valued, cared for and encouraged to become the incredible person 
that God has created them to be. We are committed to delivering 
enriched learning experiences for our students to ensure they have a 
well-rounded education.

“The goal of Pacific Berowra Christian School is to be an authentic 
Christian community that passionately seeks excellence in teaching, 
learning, and serving.”

To find out more or book a tour visit pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au or  
phone (02) 9456 2444

Pacific Berowra Christian School is part of the Pacific Group  
of Christian Schools.

http://www.pacifichills.nsw.edu.au
http://mcardletrees.com.au
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Hornsby Shire Council is excited to welcome back its popular 
series of Food Truck Fridays this February and March.

Council’s Food Truck Fridays showcase some of Sydney’s best food 
truck offerings and live music at locations across Hornsby Shire,  
with residents of the LGA and neighbouring areas invited to come 
along and enjoy the delicious offerings from international food trucks 
and family friendly music and entertainment by local artists for 
everyone to enjoy.

In February, the trucks will roll into Berowra Oval (5pm-8.30pm,  
21st February), then in March they will visit Galston Recreational 
Reserve (5pm-8.30pm, 7th March) and Greenway Park Oval in 
Cherrybrook (5pm-8.30pm, 21st March).

“We’re excited to kick off another fantastic season of Food Truck 
Fridays, bringing together delicious food, live entertainment, and a fun 
atmosphere for everyone in our community to enjoy,” said Hornsby 
Shire Mayor Warren Waddell.

“These events are a great way to try new flavours, catch up with 
friends and family, and unwind at the end of the week – we can’t wait 
to see everyone there!”

Hornsby Shire Council’s Food Truck Fridays are FREE to attend.  
For locations and details, see hornsby.nsw.gov.au/ftf

SSET
ZONE
MAINTENANCE

PROTECTION

• Bushfire fuel & vegetation management. 
•  Asset protection zone creation,  

maintenance & certification.
•  General vegetation clearing &  

grass slashing.
• Locally owned and operated.

ASSET PROTECTION  ASSET PROTECTION  
ZONE MAINTENANCEZONE MAINTENANCE

Contact Andrew Rapsey 
andrew@apzmaintenance.com.au 

Mob: 0447 821 829
Ph: 9457 6530

Before

After

Food Truck Fridays
return with international 
flavours and live music

Repair and Renew. It’s what we do. 

Repair and Renew. It’s what we do. 

Hot and High 
Pressure Water 

Cleaning

Call Refurbish Group 0407 816 230
or email frank@refurbishgroup.com.au

ALL JOBS  
QUOTED Before After

I hope everyone had a chance to enjoy some down time 
with family and friends over the holiday season.

Already as we begin 2025 Council staff have been busy dealing 
with unforeseen challenges. Storm events throughout the Shire 
created a substantial volume of service requests for the Council 
team and local emergency services.

With over 120 calls to SES alone, this has been an opportunity 
for our Emergency Management Coordinator, Rolfe Pool,  
to activate plans prepared for precisely these occasions,  
ensuring a proper coordinated approach across all agencies.

Events like those experienced recently, also highlight to  
Council the constant need to review our tree preservation codes. 
As the Bushland Shire, we are committed to the preservation 
and enhancement of our tree canopy and natural resource areas. 
However, we have an equal obligation to ensure the safety of our 
residents and their property.

Fortunately, our scheduled mulching programme took place at 
the Galston Council Depot on Sunday 19th January. This provided 
at least one outlet for the increase in tree debris experienced 
throughout the rural area. For all other ongoing enquiries relating to 
the storm and its impacts please call Council on Ph 9847 6666.

While on the topic of Bushcare, Council has launched an 
initiative aimed at connecting new parents with nature.  
Sessions are held on the third Monday of every month between 
10am and 12 noon at Mt Colah community centre. Child minding 
has been made available while parents get to enjoy some 
introductory training to bush management.

Looking forward to activating many more strategies this year as 
we move from planning to implementation.

I am happy to be contacted on any issue on  
jseaglove@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Rural Roundup 

Jane Seaglove  
HORNSBY COUNCILOR

http://www.facebook.com/RefurbishGroup


P O L I T I C A L  N E W S

34 Galston Community News | F E B R U A RY 2025 Read online at www.galstoncommunity.com.au

From the desk of 
James Wallace

MEMBER FOR HORNSBY

Julian Leeser
FEDERAL MEMBER  

FOR BEROWRA

DEAN KELLAND  
Ph: 9653 2289 / 9652 2642 

116C Arcadia Road,  
Arcadia NSW 2159

SERVICE & 
REPAIRS  
TO ALL 

VEHICLES

•  Specialising in Euro Cars
• Rego Checks
•  Batteries & Tyres
• EFI Service

Authorised by Julian Leeser MP, Liberal Party of Australia,  Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills NSW 2120.

   Assist with accessing Federal Government services  

  Attend your local community event 

  Arrange congratulatory messages

As your Federal Member, I am here to:

Please contact my office if I can be of assistance.

JULIAN LEESER MP
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BEROWRA

 Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills NSW 2120    02 9980 1822 

 julian.leeser.mp@aph.gov.au    julianleeser.com.au    julianleesermp

Getting our RFS the resources 
they deserve
As summer progresses, we’re reminded of the vital role 
our Rural Fire Service volunteers play in protecting our 
community from bushfires. The Hillside Rural Fire Service 
in Glenorie is at the forefront of this effort and comprises 
of dedicated locals committed to keeping us safe.

The 2019-2020 bushfire season reminded us of how destructive 
and unpredictable bushfires can be. We treasure living in a 
community surrounded by beautiful natural landscapes,  
but we also have a responsibility to remain vigilant against the 
ever-present risk of bushfires.

Having spent time with the Hillside RFS over the years,  
I’ve seen their incredible dedication and the challenges  
they face. One of the most pressing issues is the need for better 
telecommunications infrastructure. In parts of Glenorie,  
dead zones can hinder communication during emergencies, 
delaying critical responses and putting lives at risk.

That’s why I’m campaigning for funding for the installation of  
a telecommunications tower in Glenorie for the Hillside RFS.  
This essential infrastructure would provide reliable communication 
links, meaning the RFS can respond quickly and effectively when  
it matters most.

Our community owes a debt of gratitude to these remarkable 
volunteers. I’ll continue to work with Glenorie’s Hillside RFS team 
to push for the tower which will help to ensure that they have what 
they need to keep our community safe.

I would like to give a huge shout out to our wonderful 
Hornsby SES volunteers.

In response to the recent 
electrical storms and powerful 
winds, Hornsby SES received 
over 400 requests for 
assistance. Supported by  
local RFS brigades, SES teams 
were operational day and night, 
in difficult conditions,  
as they worked through tasks 
as quickly as possible.

Their main priorities were to ensure the safety of the public, 
restore power and essential services, and provide support to 
vulnerable community members, especially the elderly.

Throughout this period the ongoing collaboration between SES, 
RFS and NSW Police was crucial. Hornsby SES also worked closely 
with Ausgrid to ensure jobs affecting homes without power were 
processed as a priority.

To date we have experienced a relatively mild and wet summer. 
However, I would like to remind everyone not to be complacent as 
dangerous bushfires can occur at any time.

We all should continue to take precautions and ensure we have 
prepared our properties and have plans in place in the event of a 
dangerous bushfire.

I would like to take this opportunity to also thank all our local 
Rural Fire Service volunteers for their significant commitment to 
keeping us safe all year round.

Finally, it is my pleasure to let you know that applications for 
the 2025 Hornsby Community Building Partnership (CBP) Grant 
Program are open.

CBP Grants are available to incorporated not-for-profit bodies, 
such as local sporting groups, social and environmental groups 
and school P&C’s, for community infrastructure projects that 
deliver positive social, environmental and recreational outcomes.

The deadline for applications COB, 21st February 2025.  
Please let my office know if you submit an application or if you 
have any questions.

I look forward to serving you as the Member for Hornsby.  
If you think I can help, please feel free to contact me at my office 
at any time.

Reliable Flyer Deliver Service

Acreage Delivery $130 per thousand plus GST

We deliver to Annangrove, Arcadia, 
Cherrybrook, Dural, Galston, Glenhaven, 
Glenorie, Fiddletown, Kenthurst, Middle Dural




We also provide printing services should you require  
your flyers printed too.

Call Diana on 0408 011 193 
or email diana@adelphi.net.au for more details

http://julianleeser.com.au
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Bromeliad Society of Australia Inc
BSA Guest Speaker - David Chandler
The Bromeliad Society of Australia  
Inc will hold their next meeting  
at the Federation Pavilion,  
Castle Hill Showground on Saturday,  
8th February with plant sales to the 
public commencing at 10am and the 
meeting commencing at 12noon.

Guest Speaker for this meeting is  
David Chandler, a volunteer for the  
Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney.

The particular garden tour that David will 
share with the BSA was organised through 
Botanica World Discoveries. It provided an 
opportunity for him and his wife to visit some 
of the most beautiful and famous gardens in 
England and Wales.

It also gave him a wonderful chance to return 
to his roots and share the beauty of British 
gardens with his Australian born wife Jenny.

David originally came from England as a 
young teacher in 1967 and became fascinated 
with Australian native plants and created a 
prize winning native garden. This led to him 
becoming a volunteer guide for the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Sydney.

For the past 20 years he has  
taken many overseas visitors on  
walks through our beautiful  
botanic gardens.

BSA Meetings include plant sales, 
club news, raffles and competitions 
as well as providing an opportunity 
to meet like minded people in a 
friendly and inviting environment.

Contact Ian Hook;
 0408 202 269
 www.bromeliad.org.au
 ianhook1@bigpond.com

Galston  
Garden Club

Next meeting will be on 12th February 2025
Talks about “Four common plants that repel APHIDS  

from your garden”

HAPPY NEW YEAR. The Galston District 
Garden Club will resume monthly 
meetings on the 12th February 2025.

The Garden Club is more than just coming to 
listen to speakers and purchasing a  
bargain plan. You will be rewarded by making 
new friends and sharing plant tips and ideas. 
We meet regularly on the 2nd Wednesday of 
each month in the Galston Community Hall,  
37 Arcadia Road, Galston at 7.30pm.  
We welcome new members and visitors. 
We are an informal and friendly group, and 
no matter what your gardening ability or 
gardening knowledge, you can be sure that 
you can look forward to pleasant company. 
Your botanical knowledge will be entirely 
adequate. Members range from beginners 
to very experienced. We use our interest 
in gardening as a great excuse for social 
gatherings and garden rambles. There will be 
interesting talks and displays at each meeting. 
We have a large and extensive library of 
gardening books and DVD”s that members  
can borrow. We look forward to meeting you.

FOUR COMMON PLANTS THAT REPEL APHIDS 
FROM YOUR GARDEN
Aphids are a very common garden pest and 
can affect the health of many plants in the 
garden when an infestation occurs.  
Their sap-sucking tendencies can cause 
damage in various ways including distorting 
or destroying leaves, transferring disease from 
sucking, encourages the growth of mould and 
attracts ants from their excretion of honeydew.

While removing and killing aphids is an 
effective way to treat infected plants you 
could avoil this situation by using an aphid 
repellent. There are plants you can put in your 
garden to repel aphids naturally.

These plants either have repulsive aromas 
and scents, or they release chemicals that 
actively repel aphids and encourage them  
to relocate. So not only will they stay our of 
your garden beds, they’re also likely to  
move their breeding and egg-laying to an 
alternative spot. The Allium family of plants 
are known for being active repeller’s for 
many pests and unwanted animals, including 
snakes. Whether you choose garlic, leek, 

chives, onions or even agapanthus, aphids  
will not enjoy any of their strong scents.  
If you choose quick growing chives, you can 
have the benefit of eating them. Marigolds  
and Fragrant Herbs are also a repellent.  
Plant the around veggies, flowers and shrubs 
prone to an aphid attach or are very sensitive 
to pest damage. Good Gardening.

For more information regarding the  
Garden Club please visit;

 www.galstongardenclub.com.au
 galstongardenclub@gmail.com
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TREE  FERNS

The (Lacy) Tree Fern 
(Cyathea cooperi) is the 
more spectacular of these 
two related species - the 
other being (Rough) Tree 
Fern (Cyathea australis). 
Both prefer a moist, high 
humidity, well drained 
habitat with adequate 
protection from sunlight, 
which will ensure the fern’s 
longevity as a spectacular 
feature plant.

The Lacy Tree Fern has a more 
slender trunk that displays 
distinctive raised “branch” ends 
where former fronds have died 
and broken away from the 
trunk. The Rough Tree Fern 
displays masses of hair-like 

material around the entire trunk. 
Evidence of previous frond ends 
remain following the frond stem 
breaking away.

Propagation, although 
desirable, is not an easy task 
as these ferns do not produce 
any new plants from the roots 
or trunk. They can only be 

reproduced by the function of 
germinating spore material, 
usually from different specimens. 
Both have a fairly extensive 
shallow, fibrous rhizome type  
of root system. These ferns  
can suffer under drought 
conditions and require a daily 
drink in these circumstances.

Both varieties share a  
similar distribution from the 
Central Queensland Coast to 
Southern Victoria. Cyathea 
australis is more prolific as it 
tolerates cooler climates better 
and is more likely to be found 
in mountain areas as well as in 
Tasmania. Both varieties can 
quickly reach a height in excess 
of 6m where habitat conditions 
are most favourable.

When walking along tracks 
that follow watercourses and 
passing by large ponds of still 
water, these majestic ferns 
growing along the water’s edge 
are conspicuous as they create a 
somewhat impressive rainforest-
like vista, particularly when the 
fronds are reflected on the still 
waters of the pond.

 Available locally
Climbing Expert & Qualified Arborist

Fast & Locally Service
20+ Years Experience
Responsible Tree Removal
24/7 Emergency Tree Service
Fully Licensed & Insured

TREE REMOVAL 
LARGE & SMALL

CALL JOE TODAY

02 8999 6267
treesdownunder.com.au

State Of The Art Storage Facilities
YOUR SPACE YOU KEEP THE KEYS

SHORT OR LONG TERM STORAGE

24/7 CAMERA SURVEILLANCE

FREE USE OF TROLLEYS

Variety of
Storage Sizes and Options FREE MOVE-IN TRUCK HIRE

*Conditions apply

PERSONAL STORAGE 
BOAT & CARAVAN
CAR STORAGE 

BUSINESS STORAGE
WINE STORAGE 
SHIPPING CONTAINERS

50 CARRINGTON RD

02 9659 1122

CASTLE HILL
324 ANNANGROVE ROAD

02 9679 2290

ROUSE HILL
36 MID DURAL ROAD

02 9653 1122

GALSTON *ACCESS FROM
5AM TO 10PM

Secure, Clean & Flexible

Hidden in the Hills
BY LACHLAN TURNER

http://treesdownunder.com.au
http://www.hillsselfstorage.com.au
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New Year 
Resolutions!!!
The start of a new year always tends towards reflection... 
with time to review the past year and make plans for the 
year ahead! Many people focus on things like health, 
travel, work, fostering and / or improving relationships or 
even how to pay off the house mortgage, but if we truly 
want to see improvements or change, then it should start 
with our spiritual lives.

As each of us reflects on 2024, I’m sure that there have been 
many things to be thankful for. However, at some point, no matter 
how things are going in our lives, we know that things of this life aren’t 
forever and so we should explore the bigger questions!

Have you ever thought about these questions?
**  Does God exist?
**  Who is the Jesus Christ of Christmas and Easter?
**  What is the difference between religion and a faith relationship  

with God?
**  What does “God loves me” really mean?
**  What is sin and am I a sinner?
**  What is the Bible all about?
**  Is there life after death?

The answers to these kind of questions and the way we put them into 
practice will shape how we live our lives.

Let me offer a very brief introduction that I’m still learning about, 
after many years of loving God...

The Bible is God’s book and has a myriad of advice for how to know 
and understand Him, how to learn about Jesus Christ and how to live a 
good and meaningful life, including a few resolutions that would make a 
real difference in the way 2025 will unfold for each of us.

By prioritising our understanding of and our heart relationship  
with God, the foundation is set for every other area of our lives.

This year, with each monthly article, I will aim to give a  
meaningful Biblical answer to each of the questions that I’ve listed.  
Watch this space...

God bless.

PR. ALEX AND DEE VALICH

Glenorie Community Church, 1507 Old Northern Rd, Glenorie. 2156.

BATHROOM
Renovation Services

Empire Bathrooms are a local family run business.

Our team of professional tradies have been delivering quality 
bathrooms in the local area for over 15 years.

We take the stress out of your renovation process. 
Call now for an obligation free quote.

8919 4681
info@empirebathrooms.com.au

20/252 New Line Road Dural

www.empirebathrooms.com.au

http://www.customalfresco.com
https://empirebathrooms.com.au/
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News from St Benedict’s 
February 2025
ANGELA WRITES A BOOK
In 1997 St Benedict’s parishioner  
Angela Egiziano had a dream that inspired 
her to begin establishing Fatima celebrations 
in our Arcadia church. These carry on an 
international tradition that commemorates the 
appearance of Our Lady to three Portuguese 
children in 1917.

Angela wanted an appropriate statue of Our 
Lady for the Arcadia procession and it took 
her some time to find what she was looking 
for. But eventually she found what she wanted 
and the statue was carried at the first Arcadia 
procession in May 1998. Since then our 
parish has enthusiastically followed Angela’s 
leadership and the Our Lady of Fatima feast 
day celebration has become a regular feature 
on the St Benedict’s parish calendar.

Now Angela has written a small booklet 
that tells the story of her spiritual journey and 
of how it has helped her to inspire others. 
Angela, pictured with the statue, knows that 
her journey had been one of love, faith and 
persistence. Congratulations Angela.

ST BENEDICT’S PARISH ACTIVITIES
We had wonderful Christmas celebrations at 
St Benedict’s over the Christmas period.  
It’s such a joyous and sharing time of year.  
Then it seemed almost everyone went on 
holidays and all of our regular activities took  
a break, too.

But all will return to normal in February  
with the Craft Group, Maker’s Table,  
Youth Group, Piety Shop, Catechists’  
program and all the other happenings that 
are part of our vibrant parish back in action. 
Information about all of these can be found  
in the bulletins on the parish website  
(see below).

ST BENEDICT’S PARISH SERVICES
Please check our website for service  
times and parish information  
www.bbcatholic.org.au/arcadia. Click on the 
News and Events tab to find the weekly Parish 
Bulletin. Or ring Paula 9653 2312 on Monday 
or Friday at the Parish Office, St Benedict’s 
Catholic Church 2 Fagans Road Arcadia.

Galston Uniting Church
Welcome to 2025...
...and Happy New Year to everyone!  
Our regular activities have 
recommenced and church services 
continue at 10am on Sundays.

We strive to be a church for the whole 
Community. So, at Galston Uniting there are 
activities throughout the week and there is 
something for everyone. You are assured of a 
warm welcome.

Some activities include:
  Jabez - our drop-in centre where people can 

meet for a chat over a decent cup of coffee 
or tea with a special treat to nibble on. 
Jabez is open on Fridays from 10am - 3pm.

  Bible Study - also on Fridays, at 1.00pm
  Tai Chi - a group that also meets on Fridays 

at 10am, with Meditation at 11.30.
  KUCAs (Kids in the Uniting Church  

of Australia) is for children K - 6.  
They meet each Friday of school term  
from 5.00-6.30pm. This varied program 
includes dinner. (Cost $5 per night)

  The Men's Choir - Come and release your inner 
Pavarotti! Great stress therapy and a whole 
lot of fun. Contact church office for details.

  Ladies Choir - People come from near and 
far to join this choir. Practice is on Sundays 
at 11.30am after church.

  Exercises for Seniors - Tuesday 11 to 12.00.
  The Craft group - meets on Thursday  

at 12pm. Come for a great time of 
friendship while doing patchwork, 
crocheting, sewing and other crafts and  
all are welcome.

  "Over 55s" - a social group with a variety  
of outings and activities for the slightly  
older fraternity. Please come and join us.  
Contact church office for details.

Church services continue in church at  
10am on Sundays, and you can also watch 
our live-streams. You can find Galston Uniting 
Church on Facebook (don’t forget to ‘like’ us) 
or “Google” Galston Uniting Church  
Facebook posts.

If you, or someone you know needs prayer 
support or just someone to chat to, please do 
not hesitate to get in touch. The church office is 
open on Tuesdays and Fridays.

  Contact Elizabeth Garlick, Office Manager, 
9653 2039

 11 School Road, Galston

Angela Egiziano
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Everyone on the same level
In the early years of the Christian 
church, many of the members were 
slaves or were very poor. On the other 
hand there were some who were very 
rich. In chapter 2 : v 1-10, James said no 
matter who people may be or how much 
money they may have, they are all the 
same in the sight of God. Everyone must 
be treated in the same way.

God sees men and women as they really  
are -- all sinners needing a Saviour. God said  
to Samuel, when he went to anoint David in the 
house of Jesse in Bethlehem, ‘Man looks at 
the outward appearance but the Lord looks on 
the heart’.

We need to see men and women in the 
same way. It is easy for us to be nice to those 
who are nice to us. We don’t find it difficult 
to love those who are lovely. But it is very 
different when we are face to face with those 
who are unlovely.

What does James say to us from what 
he calls the ‘royal law’? ‘You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself’. Our friends are those 
we choose for ourselves. Our neighbours are 
those whom God has chosen for us. He puts 
us alongside various kinds of people during 
our lifetime. His plan is for us to be witnesses 
to them, no matter who they might be.

It is not easy to do this, but if that is what 
God wants, then certainly He will give us the 

grace to do it. Our church gatherings also 
ought to be places where everyone feels 
genuinely welcome in the name of Christ!

Perhaps the word from James to us today is 
to look again at how we treat people, the lovely 
and the unlovely. The well dressed and the 
poorly dressed, the clean and the dirty. Do we 
see them as God sees them—men and women 
who all need Christ? Do we seek to lead them 
to Him?

(A MESSAGE BY THE LATE  
REV. E.C. LONG.)

Glenorie Mission Church, 1409 Old Northern Rd. 
Glenorie. 2157.Sunday Service 10am.

Bubsie comes to Galston Church
Have you ever wanted to pack your  
bags and travel around Australia?  
It’s been a dream of mine for many 
years. And although Rhonda and I have 
visited every Australian city, and have 
lived in Perth, Melbourne, and now 
Sydney, there are many amazing places 
we still haven’t seen. So it’s on our 
bucket list. Maybe it’s on yours too?

100 years ago when most outback roads were 
bull dust or loose gravel at best, a 22-year-old 
man by the name Nevill Westwood had such 
a dream. After discovering the undeniable 
accuracy of Bible prophecy, Nevill became an 
Adventist in 1921 at the age of 18. Later he 
enrolled in a Bible study course where he met 
Greg Davies who had the same aspirations.

In 1925 these two young men made the 
decision to visit the outback regions of 
Australia in a second-hand car that Nevill  
had bought; a trusty 1923 Citroen 5CV,  
known for its exceptional features and 
reliability. After naming the little car Bubsie, 

Westwood and Davies left Perth on 4th August 
1925 sharing their faith in God and the Bible 
throughout some of the most remote and 
hottest regions of Australia; places like Marble 
Bar which recorded 160 days over 37 degrees 
the year before.

In celebration of their exceptional feat, 
‘The Incredible Journey’ team from NSW are 
retracing the steps of these two pioneering 
men who travelled almost 18,000Kms in  
148 days. And while the original Bubsie,  
driven by Westwood and Davies, can be  
seen in the National Museum in Canberra,  

on Tuesday 11th March, a beautifully restored 
replica of Nevill’s car will be on display at  
‘The Persimmon Place’ (Waddell’s Orchard) 
375 Galston Road, Galston from 10am – 
12pm; and then at Galston Adventist Church 
from 2pm – 5pm.

Please join us for this memorable event 
and discover what inspired Westwood and 
Davies to make such a dangerous, incredible 
journey. And make sure you get your free copy 
of the ‘Overlander’ detailing Nevill Westwood 
and Greg Davies amazing adventure. This 
event is promoted by ‘The Incredible Journey’ 
and Galston Adventist Church. For more 
information visit ‘The Incredible Journey’ at:  
tij.tv or contact Steve Belson on 0438 459 223.

Galston Adventist Church exists primarily to 
share the love and truth of Jesus Christ and 
His soon return. Please continue to pray for 
each other and for our community.

Steve Belson (Pastor), Galston Adventist Church
 0438 459 223
 49 Arcadia Road, Galston

GLENORIE MISSION CHURCH

Volunteer Musicians Wanted
call Callum 0414 584 303

 Sunday Service and Sunday School 10:00am

Ph: 0404 144 612
www.glenoriemission.org

Jesus said: “I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me.”

DURAL & DISTRICT 
PROSTATE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

SUPPORT GROUP  
MEETINGS ARE HELD 

3rd MONDAY EVENING  
OF THE MONTH

7:00pm for 7:15pm

The Blue Gum Centre 
Glenhaven Green

607 Old Northern Road, Glenhaven

CONTACT: GRAHAM STAGGS
Ph: 8677 7896 or 0402 421 062
Email: gstaggs@accsoft.com.au

Proudly affiliated with

Prostate Cancer Foundation 
of Australia

http://www.glenoriemission.org
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Our team has been extremely busy during the last couple of 
months, following a fire burning in difficult terrain off Niech 
and Smallwood Roads in December 2024 and then storms in 
January 2025. There were trees down on power lines, wires 
arcing and motor vehicle accidents, amongst other things.

We would like to say a big thank you to all our volunteer members at 
GRFB who pitched in, and helped assist our community during these 
challenging times. Teamwork makes the dream work!

We are always looking for new members to join Glenorie Brigade  
and we have a wide variety of roles available from firefighting,  
catering and administration roles. If you are interested in joining  
our brigade, contact us via our Facebook page or simply come to  
the brigade for a chat when we are open. The station is open  
Mondays at 7:30pm and Saturdays at 2:00pm. 

Terms and conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. All information including interest rate is subject
to change without notice. Full details available on application.. Full offset facility is available for Bendigo
Complete Home Loan for both fixed and variable loans. Offset facility can only be linked to one loan at any one
time. A maximum of 6 offset facilities can be linked per loan account. Linked offset facility must be in same
customer name/ number. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178
Australian Credit Licence 237879. (1728832–1767000) OUT_36514260, 05/04/2024

We’re not all banks.

Our Complete Home Loan offers 100% offset on Þxed and

variable home loans. Which means you could own your home

sooner. 

Find out more. Search Bendigo Bank home loans.

Galston & District 9653 2227

Not all banks offer

100% offset on

their home loans.

Glenorie Rural Fire Brigade
Keeping Our  
Community Safe

http://www.bendigobank.com.au
http://eludegames.com.au
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Galston Rural Galston Rural 
Fire Brigade Fire Brigade 
is recruitingis recruiting
If you desire to serve 
your local community, 
then consider joining 
the Rural Fire Brigade. 
We are looking for 
new recruits to join 
our team. Training will 
commence in March 
2025 with the support 
of our brigade.

We have an open day in 
February for prospective 
new members to view the 
station and ask questions. 
It will be held on the  
22nd February between 
11am till 3pm at the 
Galston Fire Station,  
1 Johnson Rd Galston.

For more information,  
the station is open on 
Saturdays between 1pm  
and 4pm. Feel free to drop in 
or contact us on;

 0491 119 152
 info@galstonrfb.org.au

GREAT COMPANY
GREAT JOBS

Ÿ Product Managers...

   Our success needs more hands
Ÿ Interns... 

Earn & Learn

    Great products that ght re, oods & drought

Aussie pumps is growing...we need you! 

Ÿ Media Manager...

Ÿ Fitters & Assemblers...

   Exciting, fun, creative 

Email resume to careers@aussiepumps.com.au   

aussiepumps.com.au  |   8865 3500

Aussie Pumps 

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS  
AVAILABLE

• LOCK IN THE PRICE TODAY!

• DOCUMENT YOUR WISHES

Book an appointment at one of our offices  
or in the comfort of your own home with  

our mobile representatives.

Office Locations:
41 Palmdale Road, Palmdale

1083 Pacific Hwy (cnr Telegraph Rd), Pymble 
376 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights

14 Mingara Drive, Tumbi Umbi
2 Viewpoint Drive, Toukley

460 Avoca Drive, Green Point

1300 130 955
creightonsfuneralservice.com.au

Award  
winning  
gardens

Est. 1843/ 

180 years of  

service

https://aussiepumps.com.au/careers/
http://creightonsfuneralservice.com.au
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01  Engrossed (4)
03  Responded to (8)
09  Soothsayer (7)
10   The beginning of 

something (5)
11  Large Brazilian city (3,2,7)
14  Flightless bird (3)
16  Cleanse the body (5)

ACROSS

DOWN

Sudoku
N O Z Z L E T E R
U I M O R A S S E S
N A G A A O C
C Z O D I A C T A K E
I A L T E O
O R G A N S O P R A N O

F C R I
S C U F F L E S C A L P

H L A D C R
M E N U T H E I S T E

E E T N I C Y
D R I N K E R S O E

Y T R E A R N E D

1 6 5 2 4 9 7 3 8
8 7 9 3 6 5 1 4 2
3 4 2 8 1 7 6 9 5
6 5 1 9 3 4 2 8 7
4 2 7 5 8 1 3 6 9
9 8 3 7 2 6 4 5 1
7 9 6 4 5 2 8 1 3
5 1 8 6 7 3 9 2 4
2 3 4 1 9 8 5 7 6

17  Gang (3)
18   Malfunction or fail (of an 

electrical device) (5-7)
21  State of the USA (5)
22  Resistance to change (7)
23  Go beyond a limit (8)
24   Vegetable matter used  

as fuel (4)

01  News journalist (8)
02  Camera image (abbrev.) (5)
04  Item for catching fish (3)
05  Showing total commitment (12)
06  Platform (7)
07   Facts and statistics  

collectively (4)
08  Small garden carts (12)

12  Loft (5)
13  Theoretical (8)
15  Lift up (7)
19  Unfasten (5)
20   Italian 

acknowledgement (4)
22  Frozen water (3)

7 9 3
4 1 7

9 2 8
4 2

5 1
6 8

2 3 9
7 5 6
9 1 4

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13

14 15 16 17

18 19

20

21 22

23 24

Across
1 - Engrossed (4)

3 - Responded to (8)

9 - Soothsayer (7)

10 - The beginning of something (5)

11 - Large Brazilian city (3,2,7)

14 - Flightless bird (3)

16 - Cleanse the body (5)

17 - Gang (3)

18 - Malfunction or fail (of an electrical device) (5-7)

21 - State of the USA (5)

22 - Resistance to change (7)

23 - Go beyond a limit (8)

24 - Vegetable matter used as fuel (4)

Down
1 - News journalist (8)

2 - Camera image (abbrev.) (5)

4 - Item for catching fish (3)

5 - Showing total commitment (12)

6 - Platform (7)

7 - Facts and statistics collectively (4)

8 - Small garden carts (12)

12 - Loft (5)

13 - Theoretical (8)

15 - Lift up (7)

19 - Unfasten (5)

20 - Italian acknowledgement (4)

22 - Frozen water (3)

ANSWERS FROM  
DECEMBER ISSUE

FILL THE GRID SO THAT EVERY COLUMN, EVERY ROW AND 
EVERY 3X3 BOX CONTAINS THE NUMBERS 1 TO 9.
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Level 2 ASP  
Electrician

Bricklaying services
new homes
extensions
and all your other masonry needs

retaining walls
stone work
structural landscaping 

License No: 234383C

Mobile: 0410 574 910
Email: cullenmasonry@hotmail.com.  abN: 96 126 801 689

C u l l e n  M a s o n r y ®

Cm

ABSOLUTE AUTOMOTIVE
Arc Lic AU31532

George Kerrison
Jason Jamer

LPG REGO
INSPECTIONS

ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS & COMPLETE
SERVICING FOR ALL MAKES & MODEL VEHICLES

02 9651 4529
Unit 8, 829 Old Northern Rd, (Cnr Quarry Rd) Dural

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Professional Electrical Services for Residential and  
Commercial with over 15 years experience, specialising in:

Smart Home Automation
Data
Security Systems

Contact Gary on 0490 087 381

New Builds 
Renovations
Maintenance and Repairs

LOCAL TO GALSTON/DURAL  LIC No. 320758c

EmergencyEmergency
Call OutCall Out

NEED A RELIABLE LOCAL ELECTRICIAN? 
Here We Are!

Powering Galston, Glenorie & Hills
locals for over 10 years

with every service booked

COMPLIMENTARYSMOKE ALARM CHECK

All Electrical work incl. lights, power
points, switchboards & data

Security Cameras

Smoke Alarm Checks & Upgrades

Hot Water

Professional tradesmen who
clean up after themselves

SENIORS
DISCOUNT
available

0423 001 458
sapphireservices.com.au

Call Us Today

Clean & Professional Electricians providing a  
Lifetime Workmanship Warranty for your  

peace of mind.

Receive 20% off RRP on  
Beacon Lighting products.

1300 993 560
info@saunderselectricalgroup.com.au 

BUILDING SERVICES

Ellis Building Service

www.ellisbuildingcontractors.com.au

• Renovation & additions
• Decks & outdoor living areas
• Design and council arranged

Building Contractors
nailit@bigpond.com

Lic no 9095c

Building  
in the Hills  
for 46 yrsCall Brian

M: 0418 474592
Bus: 9654 2828

BRICKLAYING AND STONE WORKS

We have moved to:
Unit 22/276 New Line Road, Dural, NSW

Quality Smash Repairs

Insurance and  
Private Work

All work fully guaranteed

Free quotes  
(except third party)

Free Loan Cars

DOUGLAS BROWN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

DOUGLAS 
    BROWN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 

•  Reliable & Punctual 

•  All Electrical Work 

•  Lifetime Warranty

•  Best Pricing

• Fully Insured

0488 828 215

OVER 50 YEARS OF COMBINED EXPERIENCE 

LIC 285316C

30% 
OFF

ASP Level 
2 Electrician

24/724/724/7
EMERGENCYEMERGENCY

DOUGLAS 
    BROWN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 
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OVER 50 YEARS OF COMBINED EXPERIENCE

24/724/724/7
EMERGENCY

• Reliable & Punctual
• All Electrical Work
• Lifetime Warranty
• Best Pricing
• Fully Insured

0491 344 659

DOUGLAS 
    BROWN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 

•  Reliable & Punctual 

•  All Electrical Work 

•  Lifetime Warranty
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    BROWN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 

•  Reliable & Punctual 
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DOUGLAS 
    BROWN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 

•  Reliable & Punctual 

•  All Electrical Work 

•  Lifetime Warranty

•  Best Pricing

• Fully Insured

0488 828 215

OVER 50 YEARS OF COMBINED EXPERIENCE 

LIC 285316C

30% 
OFF

ASP Level 
2 Electrician

24/724/724/7
EMERGENCYEMERGENCY

http://www.aussieelectricalandplumbing.com.au
http://sapphireservices.com.au
http://www.ellisbuildingcontractors.com.au


Pest Control Specialists

Ants • Bees • Birds • Carpet Beetles • Cockroaches   
Mice • Silverfish • Spiders • Termites • Wasps

Sydney Wide • All Areas • Free Quotes • 7 Days a Week

Mark Owen 0423 017 515
info@accesspestcontrol.com.au
www.accesspestcontrol.com.au

Access Pest Control
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PLUMBING SERVICES

PAINTING SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

PLASTERER SERVICES

MAINTENANCE SERVICES

FENCING SERVICES

Please contact us for a free, no obligation quote.

ADAM COX 0418 424 031

ALL TYPES OF  
RESIDENTIAL AND  

RURAL FENCING
Free Quotes

Repairs Welcome.

Glenn Truelove
PLUMBER • ROOF PLUMBER • DRAINER 
GASFITTER • LP GASFITTER 
LICENCE No. 135755C

MOBILE 0400 804 211
Email gatruelove@bigpond.com

PAINTING & BUILING
MAINTENANCE PTY LTDGrand

0419 449 034 • 1300 272 468
www.grandpainting.com.au

Master Painters Association member
Dulux Accredited | Fully Insured

Specialist in repairing all damages, cracks, peeled paints  
and paint defects. All jobs guaranteed.

25 years experience. FREE QUOTES & colour advice.
Lic 98578C

SERVICES
• Gyprock plastering, Repairs, Cornices, Roses

• Ornamental Ceiling Panels, Suspended Ceilings
• Partition Walls 

J & C RANDO  P/L

All types of repairs, small or large.
Home, Office, Shop, Extensions, Granny flats

JOE RANDO - MOB: 0412 238 668

PROFESSIONAL PLASTERER

A.B.N. 20.003.189624  License No. R72770- (License: Joe Rando)

MR MEND
MAINTENANCE

Craig Allsop
0405 194 872
mrmend@bigpond.com

GYPROCK • RENDERING • CORNICE • ROOF REPAIRS 
GUTTERS/CLEANING • PAINTING • TILING •  CARPENTRY

FRIENDLY & 
RELIABLE SERVICE

 0411 737 605 | sean.refresh@gmail.com

All Internal and external 
Commercial and residential

Free Quote

 Your Local Painter 

Termite Inspections & EradicationTermite Inspections & Eradication

Residential & Commercial • New & Existing Homes

Ph: 9476 4294
Fax: 4575 0422
Mobile: Sean
0418 252 342

HOMEGUARD

ACCREDITED

FOR UNDER SLAB

TREATMENT

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

 Mowing, Hedging, Cleaning
& Veggie Gardens
0455 951 034

http://www.accesspestcontrol.com.au
http://cornerstoneruralfencing.com.au
http://cornerstoneruralfencing.com.au
http://www.grandpainting.com.au
http://www.refresh-painting.com.au


L O C A L  B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O R Y

Follow us on twitter.com/galstonnews  F E B R U A RY 2025 | Galston Community News 45

PLUMBING SERVICES

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73

59
4C

PH: 9062 4053

LOCAL HILLS TO  
GALSTON PLUMBER

All Plumbing  
Work
Best Prices  
& All Work  
Guaranteed
Seniors/ 
Pensioners  
Discount
Blocked Drains 
and Pipes

Hot Water Repairs

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73
59
4C

LI
C2

73
59
4C

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73

59
4C

Greg Reid 
Plumbing Services

Plumber/Drainer • Gas Fitter • LPG 
Hot Water • Blocked Drains Cleared

Bathroom Renovations 
Over 30 Years Experience

No Job Too Small

0407 944 190
www.gregreidplumbing.com.au

License No. 112899c

HILLS DISTRICT PLUMBING
0459 305 360

All Plumbing Work 
Blocked Drains

www.hillsdistrictplumbing.au

Taps and Toilets 
Leaking Pipes

Hot Water Service 
Gas Fitting

HILLS DISTRICT PLUMBERHILLS DISTRICT PLUMBER
 Google 4.9 Star Rating
 Guaranteed 24/7 Fast Response
 Lifetime Labour Warranty
 15% Seniors Discount
 On Time, No Mess or you Pay $100 Less

02 9199 2612
www.reactiveplumbing.com.au

Leaking Taps • Blocked Drains • Leaking Toilets  
Burst Pipes • CCTV Inspection • Hot Water Systems • Pipe Relining

Lic. 257268C

PLUMBING SERVICES

Call 02 9482 9199

 Plumbing, Drainage & Gasfitting
 Blocked Drains
 Hot Water Heaters
 CCTV - Water Jetter
 Gutters and Downpipes

scottandsons.com.au

Fast Emergency 
Service

DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

FAMILY BUSINESS 
FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Lic. No: 141840c

Scott & SonsScott & Sons
PlumbersPlumbers
Scott & Sons
Plumbers

Julian Parry
Director

Phone: 1300 887 417
Dip. Hort (Arboriculture) Level 5, 

Cert. Arboriculture, Dip. Horticulture
Dip. Landscape, Cert Landscape

Arboricultural Consultation
Tree & Stump Removal

Land Clearance
Specialist Tree Pruning

Fully Insured

WASHING MACHINE AND DRYER SERVICES

Northside Washer Service
Washing Machine and Dryer
Repair and Sales
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

Graeme Shepherdson
Ph: 9481 8505 or 9457 9162
Mob: 0418 679 596

OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Speed Queen and Kleenmaid Authorised Agent

TREE SERVICES

http://www.aussieelectricalandplumbing.com.au/plumbing/
http://www.gregreidplumbing.com.au
http://www.hillsdistrictplumbing.au
http://pureplumbingpros.com.au
http://pureplumbingpros.com.au
http://www.reactiveplumbing.com.au
http://scottandsons.com.au
http://arborpride.com.au
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T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

Air Perfection  
Air Conditioning 
Sales, Service & Installation

0427 305 247
airperfection247@gmail.com

SENIORS DISCOUNT

CONTACT  : DECLAN  0499 217 689

STRUCTURAL  
CARPENTRY
REPAIR WORK
TERMITE DAMAGE
ADDITIONS
CARPENTRY FIT OUT

SPECIALISING IN:

CARPENTRY SERVICES
dds.carpentry@outlook.com
Licence No. 395104C

Justin Kim   

0433 233 203
www.hillsidepainting.com.au

 Interior / Exterior
  Residential / Commercial
  Water Pressure Washing

CALL NOW FOR THE BEST PRICE
Lic#264338C

 Texture
  Water Damage Repair
 Plaster Repair

ANC RENOVATIONS 
New Builds, Granny Flats, Extensions, Renovations, 

Kitchen, Bathroom & Laundry Renovation 

www.ancrenovations.com.au

20+ year experience

Call Neil on 0404 412 755 
(Builder L23317C)

Galston Dry 
Cleaners

9/360 Galston Rd, Galston
Mob: 0425 888 077

Cleaning Wedding Gowns, Curtains, 
Doonas and Leathers

Local building team specialising in 
renovations, extensions, outdoor living  

and new builds!

Contact: adam@pragerbuilding.com.au  
or 0402 203 869 Lic no: 83655S

PAT FEDELE
Professional Painter

Li
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8

Local Licensed Painter in the 
Hills Shire for over 30 years - 

Fully Insured 

Free Quotes
0407 232 869

Peter’s 
BARBER SHOP
Galston  
9653 2782

Peter’s 
BARBER SHOP
Galston  
9653 2782

TO ADVERTISE  
IN OUR  

MARCH EDITION
Bookings and artwork deadline  

15th February
Deliveries commence  

28th February

Call Karen 0487 111 868

Trades and 
Services

Ad space available for $59  
ex gst per monthly edition144.5mm

Rainfall
Rainfall recorded period  
17/12/24 to 
18/01/25 is

MEGAPEST
CONTROL

Spiders, Cockroaches,  
Termites, Ants, Mice, 

Bedbugs, etc. Rodents

4566 8118
0408 192 408Ian Black

Licenced to Kill  Lic no. 5080911

MEGAPEST
CONTROL

Reliable Flyer Deliver Service

Acreage Delivery $130 per thousand plus GST

We deliver to Annangrove, Arcadia, 
Cherrybrook, Dural, Galston, Glenhaven, 
Glenorie, Fiddletown, Kenthurst, Middle Dural




We also provide printing services should you require  
your flyers printed too.

Call Diana on 0408 011 193 
or email diana@adelphi.net.au for more details

http://www.abcseamless.com.au
http://www.hillsidepainting.com.au
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C O M M U N I T Y  C O N T A C T S

Avicultural Society of NSW Inc.
Welcomes persons interested in  
Avicultural (bird keeping). The society 
holds monthly meetings which include 
presentations and talks on all aspects of 
bird keeping and breeding.

 Paul Henry 9872 464 or 0408 617 686
ALANON Family Group
Meets 8pm each Friday. Trying to live with 
someone who has a drinking problem? 
Come along to these meetings.

 Galston Community Health Centre
 9264 9255

Arcadia Community Hall
Available for functions. Inspections welcome.

 136 Arcadia Road, Arcadia
 9847 6504

Arcadia Galston Residents' Association
Membership is open to all adult residents/
ratepayers of postcode 2159.

 www.AGRA2159.com.au
Arcadian Quilters
Every 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesdays of each 
month at 9.30am.

  Galston Community Health and 
Resource Centre

 Carole on 9894 7749
Association of Independent Retirees Ltd
Meetings are held on the first Friday of 
each month at 10am. 

 Yarrara Rd Pennant Hills
 John Guthrie on 9634 6727

Castle Hill Art Society
Monthly Meetings and Art Demonstrations 
are every first Wednesday of each month 
at 7.30pm.

 155 Ridgecorp Drive, Castle Hill
 9899 3179

Circular Keys Chorus
Are always seeking would-be Divas. De-stress 
as you learn to sing acappella 4 part harmony 
with passionate CKC singers. Rehearsals in 
Castle Hill Wednesdays 7.30-10pm.

 Janet 9653 2959
 info@circularkeys.org
 www.circularkeys.org

Dural and District Historical Society Inc
Holds its lecture meetings on the  
2nd Saturday of each month at 2pm in  
the Galston Uniting Church,  
School Road, Galston.

  History Cottage, 412 Galston Road, Galston 
is open for research by appointment.

 Michael Bell 9653 1365
Dural and District Prostate Cancer 
Support Group
We meet the 3rd Monday of every month. 
7:00pm for 7:15pm start.

  Blue Gum Centre Glenhaven Green  
607 Old Northern Rd, Glenhaven

  Graham 8677 7896 or 0402 421 060
Dural and Hills District Garden Club
Meetings at 8pm on 1st Wednesday of 
each month.

  Mid Dural Fire Station,  
57 Mid Dural Road

 Di Glasgow 0409 909 161
 duralgardenclub@yahoo.com.au

Dural-Glenorie Scouts
Joeys (aged 6–7 years), Cubs (aged 8– 
10 years) and Scouts (aged 11–15 years) 
meet weekly at the Scout Hall in Galston 
Road, Galston. Learn new skills, challenge 
yourself, experience outdoor activities, 
make new friends, have fun!

 Warren Payne 0419 280 967
Dural Mens Shed
Meets Thursday and Saturday 9am. 
Woodwork & Metalwork/Welding facilities.

  Dural Sport and Leisure Centre corner 
Pellitt Lane and Kenthurst Rd

 Chris Thomas 0402 478 498
 www.duralmensshed.org

Friends of Fagan Park
Volunteer group actively preserving the 
remarkable rural history of Hornsby Shire. 
The Friends meet every Tuesday from 9am-
4pm maintaining historic Netherby Cottage 
and its garden and also restoring farm 
machinery and implements to working 
order. Members of the public and new 
friends are always welcome! Open days are 
the 2nd Sunday of each month, 1.30pm - 
4.00pm, and other special occasions.

 Ian Browning 0419 435 475
 friendsoffaganpark3@gmail.com

Ferry Artists Gallery
For info on workshops & membership see 

 www.ferryartists.org
  Old Northern Rd, Wisemans Ferry 2775
 02 4566 4385

Galston Area Residents’ Association Inc
Meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 
8pm (during school terms).
New members always welcome.

  Galston Primary School Library,  
School Road, Galston

 0403 076 175
Galston Branch CWA
Meets on the second Wednesday of  
each month. New members are sure of a 
friendly welcome.

 Galston Community Health Centre
  Patricia 0412 948 787 or  
Jann 0439 222 217

Galston Community Hall
37 Arcadia Rd, Galston available for 
functions, air-conditioned, inspections 
welcome. Bookings call 9847 6050.

 Galston Community Health Centre.  
This centre is an outreach of Hornsby and 
Ku-ring-gai Health Service and is situated at 
17 Arcadia Road, Galston (cnr of The Glade).

 9485 7599

Galston Garden Club
New members are always welcome. 
Meetings held at 7.30pm on the second 
Wednesday of every month.

 Galston Community Centre
 Lorraine Muscio 0448 478 161

Girl Guides
Is an exciting opportunity for girls to learn 
and develop life skills, meet new friends, 
enjoy the outdoors, make their own 
challenges, express their creativity and 
much more. Junior Guides (age 6-9) meet 
Thursdays 4.30-6pm at Galston Guide Hall 
and Guides (age 10-14) meet Thursdays 
6-8pm at Annangrove Guide Hall.

 GalstonDM@girlguides-nswactnt.org.au
Glenorie Maroota Bioregional Forum
Meets at 7.30pm on the first Wednesday 
of each month. Let us know of your local 
environment and heritage concerns.

 Glenorie Community Hall
 Carolyn Hall carolyn@dhphc.com.au

Glenorie Memorial Hall
Available for Hire. Seats up to 120  
people. Tables and chairs available.  
Small kitchen/servery.

 Pat Schwartz 0419 321 276
Glenorie Progress Association
Meets 2nd Thursday of each month at 7pm.

 Glenorie RSL Club
 secretary@glenorieprogress.org.au
 0418 432 587

Glenorie Probus Club
This Club meets every 4th Wednesday at 
11.00am. New members are welcome.

 Glenorie RSL Club
 Wendy 9653 1022
 wendyireneblack@yahoo.com.au

Glenorie RSL Club
Glenorie RSL Sub-Branch meets on 2nd 
Tuesday of the month commencing at 7pm.

 Glenorie RSL Club
 Graham Bruce 0432 391 811

Gregoriana Arcadia
We welcome new members to join a 
community choir, Gregoriana Arcadia, 
dedicated to learning and singing the 
ancient, spiritual Gregorian music. It is 
sung in Latin and without accompaniment. 
No previous choir experience or knowledge 
of Latin is required, and there are no fees. 
We practise from 2-4pm on the second 
Saturday in the month, in the beautiful 
chapel.

 Bendictine Monastery, Arcadia
 Andrew: ajjhede@gmail.com

Hills Community Aid No Interest Loans 
up to $1,000
For whitegoods, furniture, computers, 
essential repairs etc.

 Hills Community Aid 9639 8620
 enq@hca.org.au
 www.hca.org.au

Hills Shire Garden Club
Meetings held on 3rd Monday of the month 
at 1pm.

 Barton Hall, David Rd, Castle Hill
 9624 5034

Hills Farmers’ and Gourmet Food Mkt
2nd Saturday of the month, 8am-12pm.

 Castle Hill Showground
 www.hawkesburyharvest.com.au

Hills District Pipe Band
Bagpipe band based in Castle Hill. Join to 
learn the bagpipes, snare drum or tenor 
drum, or enquire for gigs.

 Pipeband.hillsdistrict@gmail.com
 www.hillsdistrictpipeband.com

Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Four Wheel Drive Club
Is a family orientated club that meets on 
the second Tuesday of the month at 8pm.

  Hornsby Heights Community Centre, 
Galston Road, Hornsby Heights

 www.hk4wd.com.au
Pennant Hills Photographic Club
Meets on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Mondays 
each month at 8pm.

  Uniting Church Hall cnr Boundary Rd 
and Bellamy St, Pennant Hills

 www.phpc.org.au
Probus Club of the Hills
Is a mixed club which meets on the  
second Wednesday of each month  
(except January) at 10am for 10.30am. 
New members welcome.

 The Galston Club
 Bob 9624 8954 or Ken 9629 6459

Probus Club of Round Corner
Now has vacancies for new members. 
Join our club and enjoy new friendships, 
interesting meetings and a large variety of 
activities e.g. Walking Group; Mah-Jong 
Group; Theatre Group; Tennis Group; 
plus overseas and extended local tours 
and local day trips. We meet on the 2nd 
Monday of the month at 9.30am for 10am. 
We look forward to you joining with us.

 Galston Club 19 Arcadia Rd, Galston
  All enquiries to The Secretary, 
PO Box 822, Round Corner. 2158 or 
come one month as a visitor.

Rowland Village Workshop Club
Invites enquiries about the Club from 
members of the wider community who are 
55 and over years of age.

 Michael Bell 9653 1365
Rotary Club of Greater Hills
New members welcome. Meets every 
1st & 3rd Monday of the month at 
6.30pm for 7.00pm. Join us and help 
make a difference through our local and 
international projects. Enjoy the fellowship 
of fellow Rotarians in our many and varied 
projects and social activities.

 The Galston Club
 Annette 0437 148 126
  membership@greaterhillsrotary.org.au

Soroptimist International of  
The Hills District Inc
Meets at 6.30 on the 3rd Wed of the month.

  Crestwood Community Centre 
Baulkham Hills

 04 3583 7118
Social Dance Workshops
Old time contemporary, set and couple 
dances. Specialising in Australian, Irish 
and Scottish Folk Dance. Beginners and 
experienced dancers. $7.

  Pennant Hills Community Centre, 
Yarrara Road.

 Wilma 0413 673 339
Still Creek Landcare Group
Have a say and help in the future of our 
catchments in Galston, Arcadia and 
Berrilee. We meet at 7.30pm on the 2nd 
Thursday of each month.

 www.StillCreekLandcare.com.au
 StillCreekLandcare@iinet.net.au
 Nick 9653 2056

The Hills Trefoil Guild (Guides NSW)
The Trefoil Guild is the adult section of 
Guiding which links Members, former 
Members; female Members of the Scout 
Association; and women who have not 
been Guides but are prepared to make the 
Guide Promise. Our meetings are held on 
the 3rd Friday of the month commencing 
at 10am, concluding approx 12.45pm.

 Guide Hall, Bounty Ave, Castle Hill
 Evelyn 02 9634 4987

The Shed Studio - Arcadia
Womens Shed held on third Thursday 
of the month 10-12. Different creative 
projects each month.

 The Shed Studio on FB
 Suzanne 0419 603 122

Wanderers Bushwalking and Outdoors Club
We have frequent bushwalks, city walks 
and social activities. Meetings on 2nd 
Tuesday each month at 8pm.

  Crestwood Community Centre, 
Crestwood Drive, Baulkham Hills

 John Harris 0423 167 467
  www.bushwalkingnsw.org.au/
wanderers

CHURCHES
Christ Church
Has a service at 9.30am every Sunday 
morning. You are most welcome to join us.

 26 Pitt Town Road, Kenthurst
 Rev. Chris Baxter 0423 119 13

Dural Salvation Army
1st Tuesday of the month at 10am for an 
informal worship service.
Everyone welcome.

  277 New Line Road Dural  
(entry from Old Northern Road)

 0405 560 211
Galston Uniting Church
Service times 10.00am. Children’s 
programmes KUCA for children K-6, each 
Friday of the school term 5.00 to 6.30pm. 
#ThePower (Youth Group) for those in high 
school. Fridays of the school term 7.00pm 
to 8.30pm. CRAFT group Thursdays of the 
school term from 12noon to 4.00pm.  
OVER 55’s for seniors 2nd Monday of each 
month from 10am to 12noon. Other groups 
of interest: Men’s Choir, Ladies Choir.

 church office 9653 2039
 11 School Road Galston

Galston Seventh Day Adventist Church
Every Saturday 9.30am to 10.45am Bible 
Study, 11am to 12noon Church Service.

 49 Arcadia Rd Galston
  Minister Steve Belson 0438 459 223

Glenorie Community Church
Pentecostal and Evangelical – meets every 
Sunday at 10.00am. Ladies meeting at 
10.30am last Tuesday of every month.  
All welcome.

 1507 Old Northern Road, Glenorie
  Pr Valich 0420 602 989 
Church 9652 0577

Glenorie Mission Church
Sunday Service 10:00am.

  1409 Old Northern Road 
(Cnr Muscios Rd), Glenorie

 0414 584 303 or 0411 422 236
St. Columb’s Anglican Church
1st Sunday of the month 9.30 am. 
All welcome.

 9651 1119
St Benedict’s Catholic Parish
Mass at Monastery 7am every morning.

 121 Arcadia Road, Arcadia
Mass at the Parish Church 7pm Saturday, 
9am and 10:30am Sunday.

  Cnr Fagans Rd and Arcadia Rd
  9653 2312 or Parish Priest  
Fr Shansana 0437 884 233

St Judes Anglican
Service Times: 8am Traditional;  
10am Contemporary with Sunday Kids and 
Yr 5-9 Teen group; 6pm Evening church for 
youth and parents.  
‘Epic’ kids club and Youth Group – Fridays 
(see website for details).

 Galston and Old Northern Rd, Dural
 9651 1119

St Madeleine’s Catholic Church
Mass times Mon-Fri 9.15am Sat 5.30pm 
Sun 8am,10am and 5.30pm.

 28 Annangrove Rd Kenthurst

Asquith Indoor Carpet Bowls
Meets every Tuesday at 9.30-12.30pm.

  Mt Colah Community Centre,  
Pierre Close, Mt Colah

 Jenny 9477 1855
Dural Country Club Bowling Clubs
New members are welcome. Free lessons 
are available to men and women wishing 
to learn lawn bowls and meet a new  
social network.

 0421 315 074 or 0411 375 580
Dural Country Club
Fishing Club meet at Dural Country 
Club on the 4th Tuesday of the month 
at 7:30pm. Activities include a monthly 
offshore charter, estuary and open fishing, 
organised short stay holidays and great 
social BBQ’s. New members welcome.

  Murray 0407 950 939 or  
Bruce 0428 970 439

Dural Rugby Club
 efl86029@bigpond.net.au
 0412 230 328
 http://dural.rugbynet.com.au

Galston Glenorie Amateur Fishing Club
Meets 1st Wednesday of each month at 
7.30pm. The meeting has a raffle at 7pm 
with lots of prizes and every meeting has a 
guest speaker.

 The Galston Club
  Lachlan 0438 801 170 or  
Warren 0416 061 428

Glenorie District Cricket Club
Cricket Season runs from Mid September 
until March each year.

  Amanda Fraser 0411 293 499
  Glenoriedcc@gmail.com
  Les Shore Oval, Old Northern Rd 
Glenorie NSW 2157

Glenorie Social Golf Club
Plays monthly.

  www.glenoriersl.com.au
 Stephen Osborne 0416 546 789

Galston Equestrian Club
New Members are always welcome. 
Training/Competition days held on the  
2nd and 4th Sunday of each month.

  Rural Sports Facility Centre off 
Mansfield Road

 Liz 0409 992 920
 www.galstonequestrianclub.org.au

Galston Netball Club
  secretary.galstonnetballclub@gmail.com
 www.galstonnc.nsw.netball.com.au

Hills AUSSI Masters Swimming Club
Adults 18 years to 80+ are welcome to swim 
with us every Tuesday at 7pm. Whether you 
want to swim laps for competition, fitness, 
or simply fun and friendship.

 Hornsby Aquatic Centre
 Di 0418 432 587

Hills Hawks Football Club
 Ian Robertson 0418 211 131
  president.hillshawksfc@gmail.com

Hills Hawks Softball Club
Our competition is held during the summer 
season (September to March, excluding 
school holidays). We welcome new members!

 Hayes Park, Galston
 hillshawks.softball.org.au

Hills Pumas Football Club
 Sarah Sumskas 0430 883 385
 registrar@hillspumasfc.com.au

Tennis/Squash Social Group
Looking for new players.

 9847 6050
 tennisandsquash@live.com.au

Tennis Court for Hire Galston
Available Day or Night.

 Rear of Galston Community Hall
 Jane 9847 6050

Tennis Court for Hire Glenorie
Available Day or Night.

 Les Shore Reserve
 0404 600 460

If you are organising or running a playgroup in the local area, please let us know. We 
would like to help you promote your playgroup, and also let our new mums know what 
groups are open in the area.

Please send your Playgroup location and meeting days/hours to:  
editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au

• GLENORIE

Located at Les Shore Oval playground, every Thursday (weather permitting) 9.30am 
onwards. The kids can play whilst the adults chat. Bring allergy friendly snacks to share 
and a picnic rug. A great informal setting to meet some locals.

• LEARNING BLOCKS

Dural, Level 1, 242 New Line Rd Dural at Learning Blocks Dural. It is open to the public 
free of charge. Hills Playgroup takes place every Mondays restarting from July 6 
between 10am-12pm. It’s fun, informal and a great way to socialise.

• KENTHURST

Thursdays, during school terms, 9.30am til 11.30am at the Literary Institute.  
131-135 Kenthurst Rd, Kenthurst.

• GALSTON

Galston Kids Playgroup is located in the lower room of the Galston Community Health 
Centre. We have a fully stocked indoor/outdoor play area with sandpit, cubby, ride-on toys, 
craft supplies and more!

Sessions span over a couple of hours and are unstructured, providing lots of time for 
kids to play while adults chat.

Bring your own morning tea (nut-free). New members are very welcome to drop in; 
the first two visits are free.

Email galstonkidsplaygroup@gmail.com for info about current session times, or ask 
at the Galston Community Health Centre office.

• PLAYTIME AT THE CENTRE DURAL

Thursday’s 9:30-11:30am during school terms. Playtime is a welcoming group for 
children aged between 0-5 and their parents.

We have lots of playtime, craft and singing. You are welcome to just turn up on the 
day. Contact us on 8989 0000 for more information. Located at 1 Pellitt Lane, Dural.

• MUSIC AND PLAY

Dural Salvation Army, 277 New Line Road Dural (entry from Old Northern Road)
Wednesdays during school term. 10am-11.30am.
Qualified Music Therapist with a planned themed morning of music, craft and playtime.
A great way to meet more local families. For more information please phone 9651 3456.

ARCADIA PUBLIC SCHOOL 
140 ARCADIA ROAD 

ARCADIA 
  

  

LOCAL SPORTS ASSOCIATIONS

CALLING ALL



Belle Property Dural is excited to introduce the area’s latest Real Estate Consultants.

Meet Our New  
Team Members

Feel free to contact us today for any of your sales or property management needs!

Natalie Ramsey
0450 424 583 

Licensed Sales Agent

Lara Williams 
9129 2882 

Property Management Assistant

Investors, are you happy with your 
current Property Management?

YOU COULD HAVE EXTRA CASH 

IN YOUR POCKET EACH WEEK!
Contact us to see how!

Carolyn Wheatley
0407 120 483

belleproperty.com/dural

Investors, are you happy with your 
current Property Management?

YOU COULD HAVE EXTRA CASH 

IN YOUR POCKET EACH WEEK!
Contact us to see how!

Carolyn Wheatley
0407 120 483

belleproperty.com/dural

Investors, are you happy with your 
current Property Management?

YOU COULD HAVE EXTRA CASH 

IN YOUR POCKET EACH WEEK!
Contact us to see how!

Carolyn Wheatley
0407 120 483

belleproperty.com/dural

Dear Landlords/Investors

YOUR VOUCHER
Receive 3 Months FREE

Property Management

0407 120 483
carolyn.wheatley@belleproperty.com

belleproperty.com/dural

Call Carolyn Wheatley today

Investors, are you happy with your 
current Property Management?

YOU COULD HAVE EXTRA CASH 

IN YOUR POCKET EACH WEEK!
Contact us to see how!

Carolyn Wheatley
0407 120 483

belleproperty.com/dural

Investors, are you happy with your  
current Property Management?

http://belleproperty.com

