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LOCAL PERFORMERS 
CONFIRMED FOR 

GLENORIE CAROLS
FROM 5PM SUNDAY 17TH DECEMBER 2023

LES SHORE RESERVE (GLENORIE OVAL)

We are pleased to announce the following performers will be entertaining you this year:
•	 The Matt Moody Jazz Band
•	 Vocals: Joanne Taylor, Aaron Venhuizen, Lynda Dunkley
•	 Dancers: Hills Dance Factory, Irish Dancers
•	 The Glenorie Public School Band
•	 Guest Artists – Rewi Pakinga, Tiana Symon, Abbey Hammond (Opera Singer)
•	 Mark McCrindle, an award-winning social researcher, best-selling author,  

and influential thought leader.
•	 Santa from the Glenorie RFS

We are still confirming final artists and will keep you up to date.
Please book your FREE ticket so we can ensure no child misses out on their Santa bag.

STAGE 2
M A R S T O N  L I V I N G
G A L S T O N

SELLING NOWSELLING NOWSELLING NOW

392 Galston Road
Galston NSW 2159

(02) 91 888 555    info@marstonliving.com.au
www.marstonliving.com.au

Independent Retirement Living 

(02) 9476 3411   hornsby@parliament.nsw.gov.au   
  PO Box 1687, Hornsby Westfield NSW 1635

Authorised by Matt Kean MP. Funded using parliamentary entitlements.

•  Representing you in the NSW Parliament

•  Assisting you to access State services

•  Communicating your issues to the 
relevant Ministers

•  Organising Justice of the
Peace applications

•  Recognising State 
achievements

Contact Matt

Matt Kean MP
Member for Hornsby

Keen to Help you by
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COSMETIC, IMPLANT & GENERAL DENTISTRY

PH: 1300 W SMILE
www.winningsmilesdentists.com.au

 Payment Plans
 Orthodontics Aligners
 Dental Implants
 Cosmetic Dentist
 Teeth Whitening
 Dentures
 Restorative Dentistry

 Sleep Dentistry
 Preventative care
 Periodontal disease
 Emergency Dentist
 Children Dentist
 Porcelain Veneers
  Wisdom Tooth Extraction

O U R S E R V I C E S

Your Local Den ti s t

www.winningsmilesdentists.com.au

Merry Christmas and  
a Happy New Year
FROM WINNING SMILES

DENTIST OPEN 6 DAYS
MONDAY – SATURDAY

PH: 02 9161 1199
galston@winningsmilesdentists.com.au

6/346 Galston Rd, Galston NSW 2159

FROM THE GCN TEAM!
It has been my pleasure to have worked as the Editor of the  
Galston, Glenorie and Hills Rural Magazine for the past  
eight months.
As one of the last remaining “Print” publications in the area, it is 
a blessing that we have not gone the way of so many other local 
newspapers – ie digital or subscription only.

Call me old fashioned (or just plain OLD), but I much prefer to read 
a ‘physical’ issue, rather than trying to read a size 4 font on my iphone, 
and it’s very hard to fill in a crossword online too!

We are a community magazine, here to bring local news to you –  
our community! We welcome your input, and encourage you to send 
in your items of interest, photos, letters, or anything that could be of 
relevance to the readers in our area of coverage.

Nev the Newshound will be pawing at the keyboard waiting to 
interview any Pets at Work, or working pets in the New Year, so please 
don’t be shy in putting forward your pet for consideration.

I hope you have enjoyed reading your GCN throughout 2023 as much 
as I have enjoyed helping to put it together. We are a team of many,  
all trying our best to bring you a happy, newsy and interesting read,  
and I would like to say a big thankyou to all our contributors,  
and our advertisers. Without you we could not keep going.

So from all the Team, and myself, have a very safe and  
Happy Christmas and a fantastic New Year. We will be back in February!

Merry Christmas from the GCN  Team! 

It has been my absolute privilege to be the Editor of the Galston, Glenorie and 
Hills Rural Magazine for the past eight months. 

As one of the last remaining “Print”publications in the area, it is a blessing that we 
have not gone the way of so many other local newspapers  – ie digital or 
subscription only. 

Call me old fashioned (or just plain OLD), but I much prefer to read a ‘physical’ 
issue, rather than trying to read a size 4 font on my iphone, and it’s very hard to 
fill in a crossword online too! 

We are a community magazine, here to bring local news to you – our community! 
We welcome your input, and encourage you to send in your items of interest, 
photos, letters, or anything that could be of relevance to the readers in our area 
of coverage. 

Nev the Newshound will be pawing at the keyboard waiting to interview any Pets 
at Work, or working pets in the New Year, so please don’t be shy in putting 
forward your pet for consideration.   

I hope you have enjoyed reading your GCN throughout 2023 as much as I have 
enjoyed helping to put it together.  We are a team of many, all trying our best to 
bring you a happy, newsy and interesting read, and I would like to say a big 
thankyou to all our contributors, and our advertisers.  Without you we could not 
keep going. 

So from all the Team, and myself, have a very safe and Happy Christmas and a 
fantastic New Year.  We will be back in February! 

KKaarrlleennee  xx  
.  Arcadia Galston

R e s i d e n t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  I n c .

giving the community a
voice to be heard

M E M B E R S H I P  $ 5 . 0 0
T O  B E  P A R T  O F  S O M E T H I N G  T H A T  M A K E S  A

D I F F E R E N C E  T O  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

W W W . A G R A 2 1 5 9 . C O M . A U

Wishing everyone a  
Merry Christmas  
& a safe 2024

M E M B E R S H I P  $ 5 . 0 0

T O  B E  PA R T  O F  S O M E T H I N G  T H AT  M A K E S  A 
D I F F E R E N C E  T O  O U R  CO M M U N I T Y

W W W. AG R A 2 1 5 9 .CO M . AU
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The Galston, Glenorie & Hills Rural Community News  
prides itself on reporting about a variety of local topics and issues,  

covering news, features, sports, entertainment and the arts,  
community contributions, and much more.

We are interested in local stories from: Arcadia, Berrilee, Berowra Waters, 
Cattai, Canoelands, Dural, Fiddletown, Forest Glen, Galston, Glenorie, 
Maraylya, Maroota, Middle Dural, South Maroota & Wisemans Ferry.
To submit a story idea, an editorial or a community contribution,  

please email: editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au
Please send stories in editable text (word or email) not in PDF. 

MAXIMUM words 500.
Copy to be received by 15th of the month.

We love to hear from our community.

Karen Taylor
Advertising

0487 111 868
advertising@galstoncommunity.com.au

Karlene Brummer
Editorial

0492 975 943
editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au

Accounts
accounts@galstoncommunity.com.au

Diana Paton
Publisher

 0408 011 193
diana@adelphi.net.au

Ads/Artwork/Design
info@galstoncommunity.com.au

Material appearing in this magazine is subject to copyright and may not be reproduced  
without the written consent of the publisher. Every effort is made to ensure accuracy of all 
information in this publication however no responsibility is accepted by the publisher for the 
content of offers made by advertisers or editorial comment. The publisher reserves the right  
to alter, omit or change editorials and advertisements.
The Galston, Glenorie and Hills Rural Community News is a published by Adelphi Printing  
Pty Ltd, Magazine Design by Adelphi Design and Print www.adelphi.net.au.  
Enquiries quotes@adelphi.net.au

C om muni t y  n e w s
G A L S T O N ,  G L E N O R I E  &  H I L L S  R U R A L

PO BOX 149 GLENORIE NSW 2157

HELP AND INFORMATION SERVICES
General Emergencies 000 Lifeline (24 hours) 13 11 14
Energy Australia Energy 13 13 88 Poisons Information Line 13 11 26
Hornsby Hospital 9477 9123 Police - Hornsby 9476 9799
Hills Shire Council 9843 0555 Police - Castle Hill 9680 5399
Hornsby Shire Council 9847 6666 Sydney Water 13 20 90
Endeavour Energy (Outages) 13 10 03

LOCAL RURAL FIRE SERVICES
(Station phones are unmanned and will operate answer phone services only.  
Call 000 for Emergencies)

Hills Rural Fire Service District Office 9654 1244
Hornsby Rural Fire Service District Office 9883 2000
Arcadia Rural Fire Service Fire Captain MIKE MELIS 0409 606 786
Galston Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain DAVID ASLIN 0466 110 885
Glenorie Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain ROD DERRIMAN 0491 119 152
Hillside Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain ANDREW BAILDON 9652 2245
Middle Dural Rural Fire Service  Fire Captain LEN BEST 0408 220 705

IMPORTANT LOCAL INFORMATION

LOCAL JP’s
Mary Ord, Glenorie - 0400 363 563
Julia Billyard, Elude Games, Galston - 8005 0077
Cathy Vipond Hills Accounting, Glenorie - 9652 2400
Vicki Brownless - 0423 727 826 (South Maroota area)
Cherrybrook Shopping Village, Shepherds Drive, every Saturday morning 10:00 AM 
to noon. 
There will be a JP at Dural Library Wednesdays between 1:00 PM and 3:00 PM.  
Also available at Cherrybrook Shopping Village,10am to 12noon Saturdays.  
Contact Jane 0427 998 004

Dural Tyrepower, 236 Newline Road
Telephone: 9651 4000  

www.tyrepower.com.au

N
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All mAjoR TyRe bRANDs including 4wd

bRAke, suspeNsioN & sTeeRiNg RepAiRs

bATTeRies

mAg wheels

TyRes AND RepAiRs for cars, Trucks, mowers, 
TracTors, forklifTs, bobcaTs & earThmovers

RoAD AND fARm seRvice oN siTe

Dural Tyrepower
236a Newline Rd, Dural

Ph: 9651 4000
E-mail: dural@tyrepower.com.au

www.tyrepower.com.au

Frames�&�All
Custom�Picture�Framing

ABN Number: 91 127 973 813

Dural
&

Surrounds

Carin Naudé
04 1516 8810

framesandall@gmail.com

A picture without a frame is like a body without a soul

Frames�&�All
Custom�Picture�FramingFrames�&�All

Custom�Picture�Framing
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GIVE TICKS THE FLICK!!!
BY KARLENE BRUMMER

This would have to be the worst tick season I have experienced 
in over a decade. With two trips to the Vets, and a close brush 
with death for one of my beloved cats, I am doing everything 
possible to prevent any further infestations.
All my cats have Seresto collars, which usually do the trick,  
however this year the ticks seem to be resistant to them and I have  

had to also use Bravecto spot on, which one cat had a reaction to.  
This week I removed five ticks off both myself and my cats,  
luckily before they had time to fully inject their poison.

Here is a list of symptoms to watch out for, and please make sure  
if you have a long haired cat or dog to thoroughly examine your  
animal every day, from top to toe, and even in the nostrils and ears. 
Those ticks are mighty sneaky!

CATS DOGS
Change in sound of meow Change in sound of bark

Loss of co-ordination in back legs Loss of co-ordination in back/front legs

Difficulty standing Difficulty standing/sitting

Difficulty breathing Laboured or rapid breathing, grunting

Coughing Coughing

Gagging/vomiting Unable to rise from lying position

Loss of appetite Loss of appetite

If your pet shows any of these signs, then you MUST take them 
immediately to your closest Vets and cross your fingers that it doesn’t 
happen after hours (like me) when you will have to go to an  
Emergency clinic. Prevention is the best medicine, so please talk to 

your Vet, your friends and family about which products they use  
(that WORK) and do your research re possible side effects.

Having a pet on Anti Tick serum, ventilator, etc can be a very costly 
exercise for what should be a preventable thing.

Merry Christmas
and

A Happy New Year

From our family to yours… 

www.willuproperty.com.au
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Est. 1965
9868 3222
binethomes.com.au

Scan to visit 
our website

Display Home
6 Alcorn Place, Pitt Town 

Inspect:
Wednesday & Friday 10am – 5pm 
Saturday & Sunday 11am – 4pm

HIA NSW-CSR Housing and Kitchen & Bathroom Awards

Winner: Binet Homes
Winner 2023 NSW Spec Home
Finalist 2024 HIA Australian Spec Home

This modern residence blends timeless design with industrial elements. Warm and tactile sandstone, timber and steel accents 
invite you into the home. The spacious entry features double-height glass and skylights, bathing the interior in natural light. The 
handcrafted steel staircase leads you to the upper level. The kitchen, living and dining areas are connected by oversized doors 

blurring the line between interior and exterior spaces and directly flowing into the pool and garden areas. Premium finishes 
throughout the home reflect skill and elegance, making it an exceptional showpiece property.

Binet Homes is one of Sydney’s longest-standing custom home builders. 
With more than 58 years of experience, we have a vibrant and rich history.

Sydney’s No 1 Luxury home builder.

W
W

52
37

0
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Nev:  I was all ready to start this interview with “Why the long face?”  
but you are TINY! What kind of a horse are you?
Lorien:  A miniature horse! Some of my friends are shetland ponies.
Nev:  What is the difference between a Horse and a Pony?
Lorien:  Officially it’s height! A pony is under 14.2hh (hands high)  
or 144cm. Just to confuse everyone, some of us are miniature horses: 
under 102cm and we’re both horses and ponies at the same time,  
but really that’s just splitting mane hairs ;-)
Nev:  What do you do here at Lorien’s Circle?
Lorien:  My friends and I guide guests on walking tours in Galston.  
We explore the bridleway around Fagan Park (even small ponies like us 
aren’t allowed inside Fagan Park anymore). We show people how to live 
in the moment and connect with our beautiful countryside and animals. 
We also do online classes about ponies and horse care and we make 
the learning more fun.
Nev:  Tell me a little about your fellow workers.
Lorien:  There’s 5 of us and we’re all rescue ponies: Tiny Timmie,  
Tin Tin, Loki, Lunar and me - Lorien! We are between 6.3-10.2hh 

WIN 
THIS BEAUTIFUL GIFT HAMPER  

FULL OF YUMMY CHRISTMAS TREATS

SPEND $50 OR MORE  
front of shop (excluding prescriptions)

and receive a FREE entry to go into the draw.

Drawn Date:  Friday 22nd December

CHRISTMAS HAMPER WORTH $100

If you looking for an exclusive gift to give that special someone,  
we have got you covered for all family members with  

complimentary gift wrapping, just ask our staff.
CONVENIENT & SAFE UNDER COVER  

PARKING BELOW ALDI

Follow us on

All the staff at the pharmacy would like  
to wish all our beautiful customers  

a very Happy Christmas and Healthy 2024   
and thank you for your support and custom.

Shop 2A/346 Galston Road, Galston 2159  
Ph 9653 1146    Fax 9653 2825  

Open 7 Days

EXTENDED TRADING HOURS  
NOW OPEN 8am – 7pm | Monday- Friday

Nev was sent on his biggest challenge yet, to interview  
working horse, Lorien, of Lorien's Circle Arcadia and he had  
a big surprise waiting for him...

(64-103cm) and 7 to 27 years old. Most of us are grey, so sometimes 
people can’t tell us apart!
Nev:  What is the best part of your working day?
Lorien:  All the cuddles and carrots! We are trained using positive 
reinforcement and a clicker, so we love working and going out  
on adventures.
Nev:  And the worst?
Lorien:  When cars or bicycles don’t slow down to safely pass us :-( 
That can be scary for us.
Nev:  What do you like to do when you are not working?
Lorien:  For fun and exercise we compete in carriage driving and  
horse agility - my brother Tin Tin was the Australiasian Champion!  
Most days we just get to be horses in our pasture with our friends, 
where we enjoy lots of love and care from our people.
Nev:  How can people get to meet you and your friends? 
Lorien:  Book a Pony Walking Adventure at www.lorienscircle.com.au  
or to see cute videos and photos of us, search for Loriens Circle on 
social media. If you’re lucky you may even spot us walking around 
Galston! Feel free to say hi!

If you would like your Pet @ Work interviewed by Nev, please email: 
editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au with NEV in the subject line.
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LUKE KELLY THE MURAL GURU
Originally from the UK, Luke Kelly came to  
Australia in 2002 and has lived in the 
Hawkesbury area since 2011.
As a self taught painter, Luke is inspired by 
Australia’s natural beauty and has an ongoing 
obsession with capturing our unique birds 
and wildlife through his art. His passion 
for teaching and creating public art in and 
around his community led to him being 
invited to paint a water tank mural at the tiny 
Macdonald Valley Public School depicting 
images of Rainbow Lorikeets, gum flowers and 
the Macdonald River. Following completion of 
this, he was asked to paint a series of murals at 
other schools including Colo Heights, Wisemans Ferry, 
Windsor, Maroota, Middle Dural and Annangrove, and is 
currently creating a design at Ebenezer.

The genesis behind each mural creation is in collaboration  
with Luke, the teachers, students and parents of each of the schools. 

Taking inspiration from the local wildlife, native plants 
and surrounding landscape, each of the designs are 

unique and special to their location.
Some of these mural projects have been 

grant funded through the resilience program 
following the flooding events of 2021 and 
2022. For these projects, Luke visited the 
schools with a small team of artists and 
painted with the students for the day to get 
them creating; thinking about their natural 
environment and area in which they live. The 

grants were awarded in order for the students 
to contribute to the creation of a piece of public 

artwork resulting in an opportunity to celebrate 
the positives about the area they live in, including 

reconnecting with the natural beauty and local wildlife.
More mural projects planned for the future include both 

Dural and Arcadia Public Schools.

For more information: www.lukekellyartwork.com

Middle DuralMaroota 

Wisemans Ferry

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S
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Christmas CelebrationsChristmas Celebrations
Bivianos is the perfect venue to hold your Christmas 

get together.  Whether you are celebrating with family, 
friends or colleagues, Bivianos is the dining destination 

for the coming Festive Season.

BOOKING NOW!

Christmas Eve Open lunch & dinner
Christmas Day Closed
Boxing Day Closed
Wednesday 27th Open lunch & dinner
Thursday 28th Open lunch & dinner

Friday 29th Open lunch & dinner
Saturday 30th Open lunch & dinner
New Years Eve Open lunch & dinner
New Years Day Closed

Christmas  Christmas  
TradingTrading
HoursHours

FANTASTIC GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

(02) 9651 2022 | www.bivianosdural.com | 628 Old Northern Road, Dural NSW | Open 7 Days

JASMINE COOK –  
SHOW JUMPING CHAMPION
Twelve year old Jasmine Cook of Galston Public School has 
had a very successful year in Show Jumping, riding her Pony, 
Sherbet Wizz Fizz.
In April they competed at the 2023 NSW Interschool Championship 
representing GPS, where they competed over two days.

They were awarded Primary Schools State Show Jumping Champion 
in both the 80 & 90cm Primary School classes.

Jasmine and Sherbet then travelled to Melbourne in October 
to compete at the 2023 Marcus Oldham Australian Interschool 
Championship representing NSW where she won:
•	 90cm Primary Interschool Show jumping Australian Champion
•	 80cm Primary Interschool Show jumping Australian Reserve Champion

•	 Primary Interschool Show jumping Team Champion
•	 Highest point score in Team NSW

Jasmine also recently competed at the Pony Club State Show jumping 
Championships where she was awarded:
•	 U13 YRS B Grade State Show jumping Champion
•	 Team of 4 Highest point Score of the Zones

While they were in Melbourne they competed at the 202 Petstock Pony 
Club Australia Nationals which saw the team again taking the Pony 
Club Australian National Championship title in the Sub Jnr category.
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THOMAS JAMES 
BRIDGE UPDATE
BY KARLENE BRUMMER

Work is well and truly underway  
to repair the historic 1830’s  
Thomas James Bridge,  
and surrounding landscape on 
Settlers Road, Wisemans Ferry.
The area around the site of the bridge, 
which is the oldest ‘in use’ bridge 
on mainland Australia, was badly 
compromised by the recent flooding, 
resulting in major landslip of the 
hillside, and complete blockage of the 
thoroughfare for residents and travelers 
for an extended period of time.

Joint funding from the State & Federal 
Government’s recovery program has 
allowed Hawkesbury City Council 
to appoint Contractor Delaney Civil 
to undertake the remedial works to 
stabilize the adjacent rock face and 
reconstruct the bridge. The road is open 
to single lane traffic, but wait times at 
either end of the work site are fairly minimal.

The engineering involved to rectify this area is quite outstanding 
and it is a sight to behold how many vehicles and large machinery 
can fit on this narrow part of the road.

CARPE DIEM!
BY KARLENE BRUMMER

After a three year hiatus due to natural 
disasters like fire, floods and the  
Covid pandemic, the St Alban’s Common 
Annual Carp Fishing Comp was back 
bigger and better than ever on the 
weekend of November 3-5.
The Lake within the St Albans Common has 
been the setting for the Fishing Competition 
since 2007, with attendees able to camp out 
for the weekend to immerse themselves in the 
full experience of the event. The competition is 

a win/win situation, with recreational fishers able to enjoy their hobby, 
whilst at the same time clearing the lake of these destructive fish.

Carp are an introduced species which have a devastating impact  
on native fish and the biodiversity of our waterways, and so the  
fishing competition is an opportunity to try and cull the numbers of 
these pests, who have had free reign to grow in both size and numbers 
over the past several years.

There were prizes on offer for the three biggest fish caught, and this 
year the 1st prize of $300 went to Tomasz Pawlus with his catch of an 
11.3kg monster, which was only .5kg below the record set in 2008.

The Carp that are caught are placed in barrels of water and are 
collected at the end of the weekend by Michael from Turtle Rescue 
NSW in Valley Heights, who provides a donation to the Common Trust, 
and takes them back to feed the reptiles in his care. This year a total 
of 335kg of Carp were removed from the waterway, enough to feed the 
turtles for the next twelve months.

Thomas James Bridge built 
in 1830 is the oldest in-use 
bridge on mainland Australia.
photo credit -  
wisemans.org.au

Strike a pose on the red carpet and dance  
the night away as we ring in the New Year  

with ‘a Night at the Oscars’

 Dress code: Red Carpet
 Flowing canapés & 3-course menu
 DJ & Live Entertainment
 Glass of sparkling wine on arrival
 Best dressed & lucky door prizes
 Custom martini menu
 Roaming photographer
 Big screen & dance floor
 Massive midnight celebration

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S
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FAREWELL LAURA JANE
BY KARLENE BRUMMER

Laura Jane Waltisbuhl, of Laura Jane Hair  
at Glenorie is leaving the area after more 
than a decade of owning and running her 
very successful business.
Laura opened her Salon in July 2010 within  
the Glenorie Village Complex and around  
eight years ago she moved to the premises next 
door joining with Lisa of Blush skin care,  
situated behind the Vinnies Op Shop. After Vinnies 
vacated several years ago, she relocated to the 
empty space and remodeled and expanded it into 
the elegant salon it is today.

Along with husband Nick and children Chloe (8) 
and Jack (5), Laura will be moving in January to 
acreage in beautiful Yamba, where she will continue 
hairdressing under the eponymous name.

While leaving will be sad, she is looking forward to the change, “This salon has  
been my home away from home for 13 years, and many of my customers have become  
good friends, so of course I will miss being here very much.”

Long term fellow stylist, Kristy Walker, has been at Laura’s side for the past 10 years  
and she will be taking over the business under a new name: Glenorie Hair Studio.  
Kristy, a resident of Wisemans Ferry, mother of two boys, Flynn (11) and Xavier (10) will be 
transitioning Laura’s clients along with new Staff Member, Jordan.

The Salon will continue to be open from Tuesday to Saturday, with late night trading  
on Tuesdays.

We wish Laura all the best after so many years in the community, and if you are a current 
or previous client, make sure you pop in to say ‘goodbye’.

HEARD ON THE STREET
Channel 9’s series, “My Mum Your Dad” 
which recently aired on TV showed a 
variety of local attractions to the eagle 
eyed viewer. HOTS spotted Guestlands at 
Arcadia, a sportscar zooming down Blacks 
Road, Entrata Restaurant at Annangrove 
and Berowra Waters Inn. The house in 
which the participants were staying is said 
to be located in Cranstons Road, Dural.

Local Glenorie property icon, the sprawling 
17.4 ha estate, commonly referred to as 
‘The White House’ is up for Auction with a 
reported price guide of over $12,000,000 
(Daily Telegraph, Feb 2023)
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PLANT LIFE
GALSTON

You won’t find  
one succulent

We have  
1000’s to 
choose  

from

4 for $10.00
55mm pot

We only sell  
in season  

potted colour

$2.00 each  
or  

6 for $10.00
100mm pot

JAPANESE  
BUXUS

Great for  
hedging

Only  
$2.50

100mm pot

We don’t call  
our pots and  
statues fancy 

names

They are
• Chosen by us
• Imported by us
•  Great value  

and best price  
in Sydney

EXPERIENCED STAFF WITH  
OVER 100 YRS COMBINED  

PLANT KNOWLEDGE

OPEN 7 DAYS | 8am – 4pm

BUY DIRECT FROM THE IMPORTER

BUY DIRECT FROM THE GROWER

Ph: 0434 594 609
353 Galston Rd, Galston

Like us on  Follow us on 
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Glenorie Progress Association
WOW! OUR ASSOCIATIONS ARE 
BOTH 130 YEARS OLD!
The Glenorie Progress Association and the Galston Glenorie 
District Cricket Club have been around in recorded history  
since 1893. Glenorie was originally part of Dural and later 
known as North Dural.
At a meeting of the North Dural Progress Association, after an 
“animated discussion” and for the stated reason that “we are getting 
quite a little township up here, the place should be properly named”,  
the majority of members decided on two names.

An article appeared in the Cumberland Mercury Page 4  
December 1893 with both the GPA and GDCC in the News...

PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
The monthly meeting was held on Monday evening, Mr. Douglas 
(president) in the chair. An animated discussion took place on the 
question of changing the name of the district, and several members 
handed in a list of names to the chairman, the majority deciding on two 
names from Mr. W. Black's list, Hazledean and Glenorie.

CRICKET
Our local club met Galston last Saturday on our own ground,  
North Dural being the victors by two runs. Both clubs were represented 
by a strong team and good play was observable on both sides,  
Sippe was in good form with the ball. North Dural are improving greatly. 
W. Dettman bowled splendidly, getting most of the wickets, with an 
average of seven runs per wicket. This promising young bowler will,  
if he improves at the same rate, cause trouble to our opponents 
in future matches. A large number of ladies again favoured the 

cricketers with their presence. And the fair ones were delighted at their 
champions winning the match. Our boys play Galston all-day match on 
Boxing Day, and on New Years Day an all-day match will be played at 
North Dural in return.

They were later recorded to have had a “spiffing time”

North Dural was renamed Glenorie on 1 October 1894. The name 
Glenorie was accepted because it had the support of the local  
progress association.

The two associations, now the Glenorie Progress Association and the 
Glenorie Cricket Club both have a rich history which is deeply entwined 
in the community of the Hills District.

WORDS FROM RESIDENT STAN SHORE:
“James Shore (Stan’s father) restarted the Glenorie Cricket Club as its 
President after World War II with brother Les as Secretary. Together they 
badgered the Baulkham Hills council to provide a recreation area on the 
Hill’s side of the Old Northern Rd. Council eventually responded with a 
piece of ground. Dad then organised the locals, with their earthmoving 
equipment, trucks, shovels, etc., and set about building a cricket ground, 
with help from Council, which ended up being named the LES SHORE OVAL 
because of his efforts in Council to upgrade and maintain its facilities.

The whole family participated for many years. Mum became the 
Official Scorer for the A Grade side, winning several Association trophies 
for “The Neatest Scorebook”. I started with the Club in 1950 as a 12yo 
in Glenorie’s Very First Junior Team (Under 15’s) progressing through 
the senior ranks, Captaining GCC’s Very first A Grade Team to win the 
1972-73 HKCA Shield. My sons, Andrew and Stephen played for the GCC. 
Andrew distinguished himself by representing the NSW Junior Cricket 
Association playing a match on the SCG.

I retired in 1993, aged 56, privileged to be playing my last game on the 
then Glenorie Oval, with my son, Stephen and my granddaughter, Elizabeth.”

Currently the Glenorie District Cricket Club, GDCC has teams competing 
in Junior and senior competitions within the Hornsby Ku-ring-gai 
District Cricket Association. Club values are Spirit, Sportsmanship, 
Positivity, Integrity, Respect, Inclusivity & Tenacity.

For more than 130 years, the Glenorie Progress Association (GPA) has 
lobbied on behalf of the residents in two Council areas & State Government 
areas, for improved community services and infrastructure for Glenorie.

GPA and GDCC - we have been having a “spiffing time” for 130 years!

Full article can be viewed on https://galstoncommunity.com.au

Repair and Renew. It’s what we do. 

Repair and Renew. It’s what we do. 

Hot and High 
Pressure Water 

Cleaning

Call Refurbish Group 0407 816 230
or email frank@refurbishgroup.com.au

ALL JOBS  
QUOTED Before After

For FREE Quotes &  
Advice call Geoff on

We have been painting in the Hills District for over 30 years, 
concentrating on residential painting. We paint to a very high standard, 
preparation, priming and a combination of two and three coats is the 
key to a long lasting paint finish.

Before After

We are reliable, we meet all OHS requirements  
when it comes to high work.

0408 600 422

Interior and exterior painting
 New homes
 Extensions

 Repaints
 Restorations

For FREE Quotes &  
Advice call Geoff on

We have been painting in the Hills District for over 30 years, 
concentrating on residential painting. We paint to a very high standard, 
preparation, priming and a combination of two and three coats is the 
key to a long lasting paint finish.

Before After

We are reliable, we meet all OHS requirements  
when it comes to high work.

0408 600 422

Interior and exterior painting
 New homes
 Extensions

 Repaints
 Restorations

Interior and exterior painting
 New homes
 Extensions

 Repaints
 Restorations

For FREE Quotes &  
Advice call Geoff on

0408 600 422

We are reliable, we meet all OHS requirements  
when it comes to high work.

GDCC 1909
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FULLY LICENCED AND INSURED, THE TEAM OFFER 
CUSTOM FABRICATIONS AND ALL TYPES OF WELDING 
AND REPAIRS.

WELDING  
AND CUSTOM  
FABRICATION

 Custom Built Trailers
 Structural Welding 
 Aluminium Welding
 Onsite Welding

 Machine Repairs 
 Earthmoving Buckets
 Tiny Home Trailers
 No Job Too Big or Small

Hillside Metalworks Pty Ltd
Trading as Horse Float and 

Trailer Repairs
128 Cattai Ridge Rd,  

Glenorie NSW  

0409 861 607
info@hftr.com.au

 www.hftr.com.au
Stockists of Natio, Blackmores and  

Bullivant Vitamins

Galston healthsense Pharmacy Team is 
caring and friendly 

We will listen and provide you with the most 
appropriate healthcare advice 

Just call in and experience our special 
caring service Phone 9653 1104

Open 7 days a week

Kakada Tham B.Pharm. M.P.S.
354 Galston Road, Galston Ph: 9653 1104

HealthSense PHARMACY

GOODBYE
FROM GALSTON 
VETERINARY CLINIC’S 
ANDREW MILLER
“It is with great sadness, but it is also exciting looking 
forward, that I would like to announce my retirement.
It has been a wonderful privilege to be part of Galston 
Veterinary Clinic, able to provide my services to the local and 
not so local community over the last 34 years.

Over the years I have been ably supported by our amazing 
vet nurses and vets and I wish to thank them.

I will miss you all” – Andrew Miller

GALSTON  
CWA NEWS
The members of Galston  
CWA have been busy.  
Since their successful 
Fashion Parade at the  
Galston Club on October 18th,  
they were working towards 
the stall that they had at the 
Rowland Village Market Day 
on Saturday last. There were 
many surprises to delight the 
buyers. Lots of homewares, 
knitwear and delicious baked 
goods as well.
On December 7th the ladies  
will be at Dural Bunnings from  
6 – 8pm. Perhaps you may find some Christmas ideas.

We are happy to accept donations of surplus fruit and vegetables for the 
jams and pickles we make. The money we raise helps the charities we support.

Our last gathering for 2023 will be our Christmas Party on December 13th 
and we will return on Valentine’s Day, February 14th, for our first meeting 
of what we hope will be a wonderful 2024. We would love to welcome new 
members for the New Year.

For more details: Anne 0404 228 209 Patricia 0412 948 787.

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S



14	 Galston Community News | D E C E M B E R 2023� Read online at www.galstoncommunity.com.au

Join us for an evening of festive
celebrations with performances
by local schools, performing arts

groups,  local talent and a visit
from Santa. 

CANDLELIGHT
C A R O L S  B Y

F A G A N  P A R K  -  G A L S T O N

SATURDAY 9 DECEMBER 2023
4.00 PM

Proudly sponsored by 

For further information on the
event, please click on the QR code

or contact us at
carols@thesocialfactory.com.au
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WHERE LUXURY DESIGN  
MEETS OUTDOOR LIVING

With over 20 years of experience in the outdoor construction 
industry, we proudly service the Hills District and North West 
Sydney, as well as surrounding areas.

We specialise in creating custom-designed decks, pergolas, 
and alfresco areas that cater to your unique needs. As experts 
in crafting luxurious outdoor spaces, we bring your vision to 
life, tailored to your individual style and preferences.

From the initial stages of design to the final touches of 
construction, we seamlessly manage the entire process.

Our commitment to excellence is reflected  
in our fully insured, high-quality  
workmanship, ensuring reliable and  
meticulous service.

WHY CHOOSE
CUSTOM ALFRESCO

 Fully insured  Over 20 years of experience 

 Glenorie based  Reliable  High quality workmanship

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE

 0447 948 128     info@customalfresco.com   www.customalfresco.com

CONTACT US
0447 948 128

A DECADE OF RAINBOWS—RAINBOW LORIKEET 
TOPS THE 10TH ANNUAL AUSSIE BIRD COUNT

In early November BirdLife Australia, leaders for bird 
conversation in Australia, revealed the preliminary results for 
the Aussie Bird Count.
With more than 420,000 counted, the colourful Rainbow Lorikeet once 
again comes out on top, beating the Noisy Miner with nearly 220,000 
and the iconic Australian Magpie with around 154,000 counted.

In total, over 80,000 Aussies counted more than 3.6 million birds 
during the week submitting over 100,000 checklists and observing  
658 bird species.

“The enthusiasm with which Australians have taken to the Aussie Bird 
Count has been outstanding,” said BirdLife Australia's National Public 
Affairs Manager, Sean Dooley.

Over the past 10 years, the Aussie Bird Count has helped raise the 
profile of Australia’s bird life and encouraged thousands of people 
around the country to connect with nature.

“In addition to being good for our mental health, bird watching is 
often the first step towards nature conservation. We can’t protect 
something if we don’t know how it is faring in the first place.”

With nearly 1 in 6 bird species in Australia at risk of extinction from 
threats such as climate change, habitat loss, fires, and invasive species,

BirdLife Australia relies on data to inform priorities and insights  
from monitoring projects such as the count to help shape our broader 
Bird Conservation Strategy, aiming to halt bird extinctions by 2032 and 
overall bird declines by 2050.

The results will be closely vetted by BirdLife Australia’s avian experts 
with a comprehensive data release for the Aussie Bird Count scheduled 
for December this year.

Learn more about Australia’s biggest citizen science event at  
http://aussiebirdcount.org.au

Noisy Miner came in at No. 2 Australian Magpie: No. 3

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S
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MON - THUR 8am - 8pm | FRIDAY 8am - 6pm | SATURDAY 8am - 1pm
Closed Sundays & Public Holidays

PH: 02 9652 1663
www.glenoriemedical.com.au

GENERAL PRACTITIONERS
Dr Belinda Lorenzo
Dr Sheila Lorenzo

Dr Cath McGettigan
Dr Vincent Zhu 

Dr Hajara Rashid
Dr Sana Yazdani

Dr Harini Edirisinghe

SPECIALISTS SERVICES
Dr Aldenb Lorenzo  
General Surgeon

Dr Ellen Manlongat  
Paediatrics

ALLIED HEALTH SERVICES
Practice Nurses • Podiatry 
Physiotherapy • Dietitian 
Psychology • Pathology 

Pharmacist • Exercise Physio 
Chiropractor  

Monday 25th Dec Closed

Tuesday 26th Dec Closed

Wednesday 27th Dec 8am – 4pm

Thursday 28th Dec 8am – 4pm

Friday 29th Dec 8am – 4pm

Saturday 30th Dec 8am – 12pm

Monday 1st Jan 2024 Closed

Tuesday 2nd Jan 2024 8am – 8 pm 

Christmas Trading Hours

GLENORIE PROBUS CLUB ACTIVITIES
Glenorie Probus Club has finished the year with another  
active period.
A very informative visit to Luddenham to view the new airport site  
was held. We were able to see the progress to date as well as see 
plans for the completed airport and opening schedule. Probus Day was 
celebrated in October with a picnic in Fagans Park It was an opportunity 
to appreciate some of the excellent facilities we have in the area and 
to have a very relaxing and enjoyable BBQ. November saw a visit to 
Cockatoo Island. The guide took the members on the Lower Island Tour 
and explained some of the history of this area which has been used 
since the days of Governor Phillip for a variety of activities from convict 
prison to Naval repair base.

The monthly guest speakers have covered a range of items of 
interest. A representative from Services NSW spoke in October to go 
through some of the benefits available to members in a wide range of 
areas. In September we had a talk on the activities of Days for Girls.

The year will finish with a Christmas Lunch at Glenorie RSL.

We look forward to another varied and interesting year in 2024 with 
plans well under way for many exciting activities.

The Club meets on the at 11.00am on the 4th Wednesday of the 
month at Glenorie RSL and new members are welcome.

Contact Wendy Black on 9653 1022 or wendyireneblack@yahoo.com.au

GALSTON GIRL GUIDES
Galston Guides enjoy being outdoors, especially bush walking, having fun at  
Treetops Adventure park, camping and cooking on a campfire. We currently have 
vacancies in our Junior Guide unit, aged 6-9 year olds.

If your daughter is interested in making new friends, taking part in fun activities,  
community service or learning outdoors, then please contact  
GalstonDM@girlguides-nswactnt.org.au to find out more.
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RAFFLE
TOY

Tickets sold from 6:00pm
Meat raffle starts at 7:00pm

Toy raffle starts from approx 8:00pm

LOTS OF TOYS TO BE WON

@thegalstonclub 9653 2017

Christmas
Lunch!

MEGA HAM
RAFFLE

ADULTS: $85
SENIORS: $75

KIDS 4 AND UNDER: FREE
KIDS 5-12: $30

M O N D A Y  D E C E M B E R  2 5 T H
C H R I S T M A S  B U F F E T  L U N C H

@galstonclub
Find us at
www.galstonclub.com.au@galstonclub

GIANT

DECEMBER 8TH

MUST BE HERE TO WIN

1 2 : 0 0 P M  -  2 : 3 0 P M  -  L I V E  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Join us this year for our annual ham
raffles, including our MEGA ham raffle on

Friday the 15th of December

EVERY WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY
excludes 13TH December due to fisho's shout

MEGA HAM RAFFLE

FRIDAY THE 15TH
$2000 WORTH OF
HAMS, TURKEY,

MEAT & VEG

RAFFLE DATES WITH HAMS

6th, 8th, 20th, 22nd
TICKETS ON

SALE AT 6:30PM

6TH - 22ND DECEMBER
wednesday 13th of december fisho's  shout

FISHO'S SHOUT
NIGHT

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

DECEMBER 13

BOOK YOUR TABLE NOW!
HAMS, PRAWNS & LOTS

OF OTHER PRIZES
TICKETS ON SALE FROM 6:30PM
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We offer the care and attention that you would  
expect from a small family orientated firm,  

backed up with the experience  
and resources of a large firm.

Phone (02) 9708 2222  
or email us  

general@thurlowfisher.com.au

ThurlowFisher  
lawyers by  

appointment  
in Dural.

As seen in Nev’s Newshound

PLEASE DON’T FEED THE HORSES
BY KARRI NADAZDY, HORSE & LIVESTOCK 
REPRESENTATIVE, ANIMAL CARE AUSTRALIA
Feeding horses over the fence might seem like a harmless  
and friendly gesture, there are several reasons why it’s best to 
avoid doing so:
1.	It Can Be Deadly: Some foods can be toxic for horses, and have serious 

consequences. The horse may not become sick for some hours after 
you have fed it, and the owner will not know what has happened to 
inform the vet. Some horses have food intolerances and allergies too, 
and the owner will not why their management is not working.

2.	Diets: Many horse owners carefully manage their horses’ diets.  
They might have restricted or special feeds for specific health 
conditions, be monitoring calorie intake to increase or reduce weight, 
or be on a strict diet to resolve a vitamin or mineral imbalance. 
Unplanned treats can disrupt this careful balance.

3.	Sudden Dietary Changes: Any dietary changes for horses should 
be made very gradually over a week or more to prevent serious, 
and sometimes sudden health issues. Horses have a symbiotic 
relationship with the good bacteria in their digestive system to 
help them digest starchy foods, and it’s the bacteria that cannot 
handle sudden changes. Things like fresh lawn clippings ferment in 
the horse’s stomach, killing the helpful microbiome that the horse 
depends on. Without healthy bacteria, horses can suffer painful colic. 
As horses are unable to vomit, colic can be fatal, even with the best 
veterinary treatment.

4.	It’s not safe for the Horse: Horse owners try to minimize their horse’s 
contact with perimeter fencing. This is especially true if its barbed 
wire or another structure that could injure the horse. So it is not 

helpful to encourage horses to approach, touch, lean on or against 
fences, as those fences will eventually give way. The fences are there 
to keep the horse safely contained and off roads and out of other 
properties. This could result in unnecessary injury to the horse, along 
with a big vet bill. Damage to fencing because horses are trying to 
reach snacks they shouldn’t be having is very costly to the owner too.

5.	It’s not safe for you: Horses can react unpredictably, especially if 
they’re startled, protective or fighting their friend to get the treats you 
are offering. It can also teach them to nip, bite or snatch at fingers – 
putting the owner or their children at risk too.

While the idea of feeding horses is 
heartwarming for you, and might make 
the horse happy in the short term,  
try to appreciate the owners’ care and 
responsibility for the horse and do not 
feed them over the fence. If you really 
can’t help yourself, ask the horse owner 
first to ensure you are not causing any 
harm. It’s not enough to know what’s 
safe for most horses, each horse is an 
individual. Don’t be upset if the owner 
says no to snacks over the fence.  They 
are just being a responsible horse owner!  

You can be a good friend to horses by 
admiring them from a respectful distance.

Animal Care Australia (ACA) is a national incorporated association 
established to consult with government in advocating for real animal welfare 
by those who keep, breed and care for animals. Our goal is to promote and 
encourage high standards in all interactions with the animals in our care.

FOR LEASE

Please contact Tony on  
0404 089 446  
for further information.

Sheds range from 900m2-1200m2
Can be used for storage for agricultural needs,  

water culture and other uses.
• Warehouse - Currently clay floor
• Shed 1: 82.8 x 15.7m = 1300m2 
• Shed 2: 92.5 x 12.1m = 1119.25 m2. OCCUPIED
• Shed 3: 75.6 x 13m (New shed) = 982.80m2 
• Shed 4: 84m x 15.1m = 1,268.40
• Shed 5: 87.4 x 13.5m (New shed) = 1,179.90m2 
TOTAL: 5,850.35m2

AGRICULTURAL 
SHEDS 



Follow us on twitter.com/galstonnews 	 D E C E M B E R 2023 | Galston Community News	 19

New Retail and Commercial leasing opportunities available early 2023.
The redevelopment of The Village Glenorie is continuing with the final construction underway which will provide retail opportunities 
ranging from 40m2 through to 310m2. We are seeking retailers to complement the existing tenancies operating at The Village 
Glenorie and are looking for restaurants, chicken/burger/takeaway, fruit/veg, butcher/deli, independent professional services 
and florist to provide our Glenorie and surrounding area an offering for our community. 

In 2023, a childcare will be a welcome addition to The Village Glenorie and families of the local community. Multi-floor and open 
space carparking will provide ample parking for your customers and clients.

The development will also accommodate further residential apartments offering 1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments, many with 
separate media rooms and oversized sun-drenched terraces with double garaging within the security basement parking.

The Village Glenorie embraces a true village feeling, encompassing the natural surrounds of Glenorie and its environment.

Please contact of Azure Property Agents, Alicia Ghilardi on 0422 365 858  
Carla McLenaghan on 0424 024 427 or view thevillageglenorie.com.au for further information.

Please contact Azure Property Agents,  
Alicia Ghilardi on 0422 365 858 or  
Carla McLenaghan on 0424 024 427 or view  
thevillageglenorie.com.au for further information.

• 2157 Fine Gifts & Homewares
• All Smiles Dentist 
• Best Cuts Barber
• Glenorie Bakery
• Glenorie Newsagency
• Glenorie Podiatry
• Glenorie Post Office
•  Glenorie Village Medical Practice
•  Little Blossom Childcare (opening soon) 
• Platform Fitness
• Rose Furniture
• Shear Envy Hair by Christine
• Smart Start Financial Services
• Stone Real Estate
• The Beauty Clinic
• The Hills Book Keeper
• Village Thai Restaurant

The Village Glenorie is Open
This Christmas, support local by visiting  

The Village Glenorie for all your Festive Season needs.

Located at the corners of Old Northern Road and Post Office Road, Glenorie.

A small number of retail tenancies and residential apartments are available for lease.  
Contact Azure Property Agents to learn more about these exciting opportunities.  

Visit The Village Glenorie this Christmas time and prepare for a magical season.
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NEW NAME - SAME 
COMPASSIONATE SERVICE
For nearly four decades, Comfort Discovered has been an 
integral part of the local community, serving its needs with 
dedication and care. In 2018, the business embarked on a 
transformative journey, relocating to a state-of-the-art facility  
in Hornsby. The move was a pivotal moment in the brand's 
history, setting the stage for its evolution into Karis Life.
Rejimon Punchayil, the visionary behind this rebranding, sheds light on 
the inspiration behind the new name, Karis Life. "Compassion,"  
he notes, "is what our customers have always identified as our defining 
trait." The name 'Karis' draws its roots from the Greek word 'Charis,' 
signifying goodwill, loving-kindness, favor, and grace. This name 
encapsulates the nurturing approach with which Karis Life addresses 
each customer's unique circumstances. Listening attentively and 
understanding individual needs are the cornerstones of our philosophy, 
enabling us to offer tailored, dignified, and independent living solutions.

Karis Life isn't merely a business; it's your partner in  
the journey to regain independence with dignity.  

With decades of industry knowledge and 
experience, the team at Karis Life is fervently 
dedicated to providing life-changing assistive 
technology solutions that enhance not only 

physical well-being but also the overall quality of 
life for every customer.

The genesis of Karis Life can be traced 
back to a chance encounter with an 
elderly woman struggling with mobility. 
This encounter stirred the founder, 
Rejimon Punchayil, to dedicate himself 
to helping vulnerable members of the 
community achieve a better quality of 
life, leading to the birth of Karis Life.

Rejimon Punchayil, the founder,  
is a seasoned professional with 

a wealth of experience spanning 
continents and industries, including 

manufacturing, international trade,  
and marketing. His vast expertise and 
genuine commitment to community 
well-being drive a knowledgeable and 
passionate team. Together,  
they provide exceptional service and 
product solutions, while Rejimon remains 

at the helm, anticipating and addressing future challenges and trends 
within the assistive technology landscape.

“My highly experienced, trained and motivated team, sharing the 
mission and value of Karis Life is the force that delivers the Karis Life 
promise” – Rej Punchayil, Founder Karis Life

Karis Life is not your typical mobility store. In addition to providing 
top-notch products, they conduct training programs for therapists, 
enhancing their knowledge and understanding of innovative solutions 
in the industry. These programs, presented by industry experts 
specializing in allied health products, empower participants with 
valuable insights into the highest quality and most innovative products 
available in the market.

"Live Life Better Seminars for Seniors" is a community initiative 
offered by Karis Life. These friendly, informative 90-minute seminars 
are designed to educate seniors about health, well-being, and 
independent living. The seminars include a wellness segment,  
easy-to-use exercise items, trivia to spark discussions, and 
a conversation about solutions to everyday issues related to 
independence and mobility.

Karis Life also offers professional Assistive Technology assessments 
conducted by licensed independent Occupational therapists.  
These assessments alleviate the concern of selecting appropriate 
equipment and securing the necessary funding, ensuring peace of  
mind for customers.

Karis Life's journey is a testament to the power of compassion, 
knowledge, and community, and they continue to be a beacon of 
support and innovation for all those they serve.

By Appointment  
31 Arcadia Road, Galston, NSW 2159  

(next to the Galston Club)

Dr Graham Campbell  •  Dr Joyce Beardsell
Dr. Mohammed Ansary •  Dr Sinija Rodrigues

Galston Medical Centre
since 1980

Fully Accredited Practice

Online Appointments

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8.30-6PM | SATURDAY 8.30-12PM
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Boost your holiday reading with our Summer Reading Club  
for kids and Summer Reads for adults and teens.  
Both programs start on Wednesday 6 December and are  
free to join. The more you read, the more chances you have  
to win fabulous prizes. For more information visit  
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/library or pop into a library branch  
at Hornsby, Pennant Hills, Berowra or Galston.

ADULT FICTION
NORTH WOODS BY DANIEL MASON

When a pair of young lovers abscond from 
a Puritan colony, little do they know that 
their humble cabin in the woods will become 
home to an extraordinary succession 
of inhabitants. A soldier abandons the 
battlefields to devote himself to apples. 
Spinster twins survive war and famine,  
only to succumb to envy and desire. A crime 
reporter unearths a mass grave. As each 
one confronts the mysteries of the north 
woods, they come to realize that the dark, beautiful past is very  
much alive.

Daniel Mason delivers an inventive tale brimming with love, 
madness, humour and hope and shows the ways in which we're 
connected to our environment and to each other.

YOUNG ADULT FICTION
ONE SONG BY A.J. BETTS

Eva wants to make it as a musician,  
but after three rejections from the  
Triple J Unearthed High competition, she is 
ready to give up her dreams. Until Cooper, 
charismatic guitarist and Eva's long-time 
crush, convinces her to try again.  
Cue the band, including mellow drummer 
Ant, broody bassist Ruby and documentary-
maker Mim in the background, filming their 
rehearsal. Five people who have nothing in 
common but music. Will it be enough?

Part music documentary, part coming-of-age story about  
five teenagers, one creatively charged weekend, and the song that 
unites them.

Reserve your copy at hornsby.nsw.gov.au/library, via the  
Hornsby Shire Libraries app or call Galston Library on 9847 6160.

REMEMBERING A 
LOCAL FLOOD HERO

H I S T O R Y  N E W S

WILLIE PORTER, BRONZE MEDAL.

HE RESCUED A FRIEND FROM DROWNING IN THE  
FLOOD WATERS BETWEEN GALSTON AND MIDDLE DURAL, 
THEIR BUGGY HAVING BEEN CARRIED AWAY.

The recent floods brought back the story of Willie Porter from 
Old Northern Road, Middle Dural who was awarded a medal for 
bravery in 1927.
After a period of heavy rain Willie and his neighbour Thomas McKeown 
were travelling from Hornsby back across the Colah Creek causeway  
on the part of Mid Dural Road that’s now known as Sallaway Road.  
The current was so strong that Willie, Thomas and their horse and sulky 
were washed into the creek.

Willie Porter managed to save himself and his friend but the poor 
pony was carried away and its body was later found in Foster’s 
Waterhole further down the creek. It’s said that someone carved the 
pony’s name, Dandy, onto a rock at the causeway where it could be 
seen for many years.

Willie was subsequently awarded a NSW Humane Society Bronze 
Medal for his courage in saving his friend. The newspaper extract (right) 
is taken from the Sydney Mail Wed 14 September 1927 (Source:Trove)

WILLIE’S NAME IS STILL FOUND IN THE RECORDS OF THE 
ROYAL HUMANE SOCIETY OF NSW:

Willie PORTER
Willie PORTER was awarded a Bronze Medal for actions involving a 
flood at Galston on the 18th April 1927.

12th Dec, 11am $38pp RSVP one week 
before 8989 0000

thecentredural.org.au | 1 Pellitt Lane, Dural | 8989 0000

Seniors event, enjoy a Christmas themed travel 
screening, followed by a festive 2 course meal.
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DURAL AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
NEWS FROM HISTORY COTTAGE
The Society Christmas lunch will close a wonderful year  
for the Society.

Talking to other organisations the common theme has been that  
their membership and attendance have not recovered from the  
Covid pandemic.

The DDHS has surprised all visitors by showing the opposite.  
The membership has grown and the attendance has always been  
above fifty, on several occasions more than one hundred.

Thinking back over events we have come to the conclusion  
that this success is due to several factors: A growing interest in  
local places and people; a coming together of the members of  
several different organisations, who have a common interest in  
the their community and history; all in a venue that has  
excellent space and facilities. It has been a fine example of  
Community networking.

Our speakers over the year have told of the Best, Roughley and  
Bevan and Allen families: of Fosters Waterhole and Mount Orient,  
of the Sallaway home and family.

We have heard from renowned speakers on life in early  
Parramatta and the Colonial Architect Francis Greenway. So much 
of our enjoyment has been the result of the research and work of 
members and their efforts are truely appreciated. The generous support 
of the Galston Uniting Church, has made this possible.

The Society Committee wishes readers a Merry Christmas and a 
healthy New Year.

We look forward to another enjoyable and informative 2024,  
with gatherings of likeminded people enjoying the good fortune of  
living in a unique community such as ours.

Next years programme for speakers and tours in final preparation.

The first meeting for 2024 will be 10th February, starting at 2.00  
in the Galston Uniting Church, School Road, Galston.  
In the meantime enquiries to Michael Bell 02 9653 1365.

• Housekeeping
• Personal Care
• Nursing
• Allied Health
• Home Modifications  

• Social Support
• Shopping
• Chaplaincy
• Gardening
• Home Maintenance

Do you need help at home?
BaptistCare offers a range of  
Home Care Services including:

  
NOW SERVICING
HILLS TO HAWKESBURY   BOOK YOUR  

FREE HOME  
CONSULTATION 

TODAY

No hidden charges 

No unnecessary daily fees
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Jumping, photos with Santa and lots of extra Festive Fun!

thecentredural.org.au/inflatable-christmas

Tickets $25 each, pre-book online only
LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE18 & 19 DEC

Christmas
Session

sChristmas
Session

s

CHRISTMAS ART EXHIBITION
8th – 17th DECEMBER  

9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
26 Mansfield Rd, Galston

A wide range of framed and unframed 
paintings will be for sale.  

Miniatures from $20, nothing over $300.  
Parking available.

Ph: 7226 0856

Val Wright

email: val@walkham.com

ARCADIAN QUILTING NEWS
It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas!
At a recent patchwork meeting the  
decision was made... we're starting our 
"Christmas Challenge" blocks? Watch-this-
space in early 2024 to see the results!

Our quilting members recently enjoyed 
several lovely surprises (a bit like Christmas) 
when we were shown two 1930's quilts,  
both belonging to one of our members.  
Having once lived in America she was able to 
buy and add these two amazing quilts to her 
private collection.

The quilt above is made from embroidered 
blocks, each representing a State of America 
(50 states at that time) and the quilt below  
is called a Dresden Plate quilt. Both are  
hand-made and hand-quilted.

Another group member proudly showed her 
'hand-pieced' Hexi-Quilt, a true labour-of-love, 
3 years in the making and quilted by Sue Olma, 
(quilt seen below).

The Christmas planning continues with a 
date chosen for our Christmas Lunch Party 
which we will hold at our 'home-venue' in 
Galston on 6th December, 2023.

Normal life goes on around the planning and 
preparation for Christmas and we next look 

forward to seeing Andrea Blackford  
from the Assistance Dogs Australia Team  
and her Ambassador dog Bella at our meeting 
on 29th November when we will present 
quilts to her for children who will receive an 
Assistance Dog as a support to their lives.

We are proud to be able to add in a  
small way to the wellbeing of children  
with difficulties.

May we wish each of you a Very Merry 
Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year. 
Let's see 2024 as an open-door to a better 
future for all!!!

For further information please call Carole  
on 9894 7749.

State Of The Art Storage Facilities
YOUR SPACE YOU KEEP THE KEYS

SHORT OR LONG TERM STORAGE

24/7 CAMERA SURVEILLANCE

FREE USE OF TROLLEYS

Variety of
Storage Sizes and Options FREE MOVE-IN TRUCK HIRE

*Conditions apply

PERSONAL STORAGE 
BOAT & CARAVAN
CAR STORAGE 

BUSINESS STORAGE
WINE STORAGE 
SHIPPING CONTAINERS

50 CARRINGTON RD

02 9659 1122

CASTLE HILL
324 ANNANGROVE ROAD

02 9679 2290

ROUSE HILL
36 MID DURAL ROAD

02 9653 1122

GALSTON *ACCESS FROM
5AM TO 10PM

Secure, Clean & Flexible
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TOP 3 THINGS TO DO UPON 
MOVING INTO A NEW HOME
There’s a lot involved in moving. There’s a few important  
tasks to attend to at the new place– such as checking 
everything is as per the sale contract, carrying out a deep clean, 
connecting services and more.
CHECK AND INSPECT
Check that everything is in order and how you expected it to be. If you 
took photos at the open home inspections and during the marketing 
period, cross reference them with what you see once you have moved 
in. If there are any issues relating to what was agreed upon in the sale, 
you should contact the selling agent.

GET EVERYTHING CONNECTED
To get your home set up properly you will need all your utilities up 
and running. When it comes to water, you don’t need to do anything 
yourself. The local water authority will be notified of the sale via your 
conveyancer or the state land registry office.

To get powered up, you’ll need to call your energy and/or gas  
provider to transfer your account.

When it comes to your internet connection, it is best to factor in a 
lead time of two to three weeks before it is connected and working.  
It is best to organise this ahead of time, so you’re not left without 
internet for an extended period.

Another task is to locate your fuse box and water valve on the 
property. This is super important to know in the event of an emergency 
or when trades need to access them when working on your property.

SORT OUT THE ADMIN
Once you have everything in your home ready to sort, set some time 
aside to get into homeowner administration. If you haven’t needed to do 
so beforehand now is the time to organise house and contents insurance.

For security purposes, you may want to change the locks on your 
new home, making sure you have enough keys cut for all occupants.

Once you’re settled into your new home, start the process of 
changing your address on your driver’s license, bank accounts, 
subscriptions, and the electoral roll. Then meet your neighbours!

For more ideas on how to make your move easier, call your local  
Belle Property agent Carolyn Wheatley today – 0407 120 483.

SAVE UP TO SAVE UP TO 

40%40%  
OFF OFF 

WAREHOUSE  
RELOCATION SALE 

Wood & Gas Fires, Electric Fires, Outdoor Heaters, 
Gas BBQ’s, Pellet Grills & Accessories

Ex-display models, warehouse & 
floor stock & discontinued lines

WHILE STOCK LASTS
128 George St, Hornsby, NSW 2077
02 9477 3535
lincsheating@gmail.com

lincsheatingcentre.com.au
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The Hills Hawks Football Club was 
founded more than 30 years ago, and has 
become a cornerstone for the well-being 
of individuals and the community.
In an era where many of us have sedentary 
careers, soccer offers a fun and engaging 
way to stay active, improving cardiovascular 
health, muscular strength, and agility.  
Regular participation in community soccer 
leagues also gets our kids off their digital 
devices for a few hours a week!

The inclusive nature of community  
soccer fosters widespread participation. 
Soccer is affordable and accessible to people 
of all ages and abilities. Our very own  
O35 Social comp is home to ex-Premier 
League players, through to those who enjoy a 
kick with their mates on a Saturday afternoon.

This creates a sense of camaraderie  
as players of diverse backgrounds come 
together, breaking down barriers and  
forging connections that extend far beyond 
the final whistle.

Local soccer leagues become a hub for 
social interaction, fostering friendships and 

creating a shared identity among participants. 
By embracing the sport at the local level, 
communities not only invest in the well-being 
of their residents but also create lasting 
bonds that strengthen the social fabric. 
The Hills Hawks are keen to welcome new 

players in 2024 and encourage everyone in the 
community to support our great club.

Our home field is Hayes Park, Galston Rd, 
Galston. For more information call  
0419 632 105 or visit hillshawwksfc.com

SOCCER CLUB PROMOTES 
COMMUNITY WELLBEING

ALL NEW U5 & U6 PLAYERS RECEIVE FREE STARTERS KIT (BALL, SOCKS, SHORTS & BAG)

REGISTER NOW WITH THE
HILLS HAWKS FOR SEASON 2024

REGISTER ONLINE FROM JANUARY

USE YOUR NSWGOVERNMENT $50ACTIVE KIDSVOUCHER TO HELPPAY REGISTRATION!

USE YOUR NSWGOVERNMENT $50ACTIVE KIDSVOUCHER TO HELPPAY REGISTRATION!

U5s to Over 45s,
Premier League,
Social Comp

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS CLOSE 3 FEBRUARY 2024
www.hillshawksfc.com

For more information email - hhfcregistrar@gmail.com
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IT’S HAPPENING SOON! 
GALSTON AQUATIC  
CENTRE REOPENING...
Have you been missing something in your life?  
We have at Hills Masters Swimming Club.
We are so looking forward to the reopening of the GAC. Soooo...
•	 Happy not to drive so far to Hornsby or Waves for a swim?
•	 Want to boost those feel-good hormones (endorphins)  

with mindfulness exercise?
•	 Work on a lifestyle change for the better?
•	 Wondering if you can ever complete 100metres butterfly  

without stopping?
•	 Do you dream of the perfect tumbleturn?
•	  Want to keep fit but find pounding the pavement is too hot  

in summer?

If the answer is a yes to any or all of these questions, then membership 
of Hills AUSSI Masters is for you. If you are 18 and over, of any 
swimming ability, and prepared to take the plunge, now is the time  
to join us.

Research indicates that swimming is a great way to build  
muscle tone, which means you’ll be looking good and feeling confident 
all through summer. Not only that, but swimming is also proven to 
help reduce stress. So if you’re working, studying or both, then having 
time in the pool is the perfect way to wash away the woes of your day. 
Our coaches are on hand to help you achieve your goals and progress 
towards whatever targets you set for yourself.

Don’t miss your chance to be better.
If you’re looking to swim for recreation, for competition, or to learn 

some new techniques then Hills Masters Swimming is ready and 
waiting to welcome you to the club.

We are returning to our swim sessions on Tuesday nights at  
7pm at Galston Aquatic Centre with an accredited coach for 3 of every 
4 weeks. We have an enjoyable endurance event once per month and 
club races where your PB’s are created and sometimes smashed.  
We enjoy the occasional social event. Members are encouraged to 
attend other club’s meets throughout the year.

Galston Aquatic Centre looks awesome with the renovations and the 
new roof and has our heated learn to swim pool, so we have space for 
our lap swimming. Look out for our vouchers for FOUR FREE SWIMS 
with us on Tuesdays at GAC.

It’s easy to join... contact Tony on 0418 207 476 or Di on 0418 432 587  
to find out how.

DURAL BOWLING CLUB NEWS
MITCHELL PLATE COMPETITION Dural was presented with the Mitchell Plate for the Ladies  

competition on Tuesday 17th October 2023 by the President Lan Lim, 
Match Chair Lyn Skeers and Secretary Elizabeth Whelan from the 
Mitchell Zone. Dural secured the championship on September 13th  
with some close wins. It is very exciting for the Dural Bowling Club as 
the Mitchell Plate will be replaced next year in a revamped competition 
by Bowls NSW.

JACK ATTACK AT DURAL

Dural Bowling Club four-week Jack Attack Competition took place 
between October 13th and November 3rd with prizes donated by the 
new parent club Parramatta Leagues. Jack Attack is a lawn bowls 
game similar to Barefoot Bowls, but played over a number of weeks  
as a competition. Players are mostly inexperienced bowlers, 
participating for fun, friendship and lovely prizes! The teams of three 
give themselves imaginative names.

OPEN GENDER PAIRS

Competition is currently taking place with the finals scheduled  
for November 25th.

Anyone interested in playing bowls or having a Barefoot Bowls Party 
please contact Robert on 0411 375 580.

Left to right Rosemary Taylor, Kay Turrell, Marion O’Connell, Ann Wilson,  
Elizabeth Goode, Lyn Luxford, Margaret Yeend, Robyn Scoble,  
Lan Lim – President Mitchell Zone Absent Cheryle Hobart 
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SERVICES BEST OFFERED
 Overhead service work
 Underground service work
  All types of metering  
installations

 Fast, reliable service
  Fully certified EWP 
bucket truck

AN ASP LEVEL 2  
ELECTRICIAN

CALL US NOW  0419 689 425
 info@aoes.com.au   www.aoes.com.au

Accredited with Ausgrid, Endeavour Energy & Essential Energy.

Let us help complete your installation!

Renovating? Extra Guests?
Planning an Event?

We specialise in state-of-the-art portable
toilets & bathroom units.

Contact us today to discuss your needs.

0414 015 800 |  info@ozzyouthouse.com.au

www.ozzyouthouse.com.au

WELCOME TO SPORTS NEWS AT  
THE CENTRE (1 PELLITT LANE, DURAL)
Welcome to our first edition of our Sports News at  
THE CENTRE in the heart of Dural. In the past our focus  
has been mainly on social Futsal and Netball competitions.  
We run multiple competitions for varying skill levels.  

Part of this is our Holiday Clinics for the young ones to grow 
their skills and love of sport. We have Boot Camps for mums 
to socialise while they reignite their love of fitness after babies, 
and Action Kidz, for our little ones to get a taste of a variety of 
sports they may enjoy when they get older.
When we start up again after the Christmas holidays, in Term 1,  
both our current junior and senior competitions, Futsal and Netball,  
will be midway through their summer competition. As a point of 
difference this year we are opening the competition up midway 
for those that have finished their outdoor soccer to give them an 
opportunity to keep playing. Let us know if your team would like to  
join the competitions.

Another popular edition is our lazy Sunday afternoon Futsal 
competions for those that would like a kick around and just can’t get 
enough of their soccer. There will be an open Men’s competition and 
Mixed Team competition to round out your weekend. Let us know if you 
are interested in entering a team. Everything else will be starting fresh 
in the new year with early morning Boot Camps, Over 55’s movement 
classes our Future Starz programs. We also have some new exciting, 
never seen before, programs and competitions like our J league Netball 
competition, for High School aged boys.

It is certainly going to be a busy start to the year. Look out for us  
next month for our next update. In the meantime if you would like to 
know more head over to our website for more information,  
https://thecentredural.org.au/ or phone 8989 0000.
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FROM CLASSROOM TO 
CROWNING CHAMPIONS
YEAR 10 NATIONAL STEM CHALLENGE CHAMPIONS SHINE BRIGHT
The Science and Engineering Challenge is a nationwide STEM 
program presented by the University of Newcastle every year 
providing Year 9 and 10 students with unique science and 
engineering experiences beyond the classroom setting.
The National Championship assembles the best of the best, with the 
top eight schools from across Australia, each sending 32 students  
(256 in total). These eight teams have earned their place in this 
prestigious one-day National Final.

This year, the Pacific Hills Christian School Year 10 students were 
crowned the 2023 Science and Engineering Challenge champions. 
A team of 31 Year 10 Pacific Hills students participated. They were 
divided into eight teams. It was game on as our students competed in 
the eight exhilarating challenges, going head-to-head against the other 
seven schools. Some of their challenges included building a bridge that 
could withstand eight kilograms of weight, constructing an eco-friendly 
house to collect maximum water supply and capable of withstanding  
an earthquake and typhoon, providing electricity to a city, 
communications through coding and other challenges. Across the day, 
students undertook eight STEM challenges.

Adapting to the unexpected, each of the eight Pacific Hills Christian 
School teams were formed randomly requiring our students to work  
as entirely new teams whilst undertaking the challenges that were  
also randomly assigned. This tested their capacity to adapt to 

unpredictable circumstances, persevere and work as unified teams  
to cross the line as number one. “The teamwork of our students  
was excellent, and their innovative ideas to solve problems  
was inspirational. They showed resilience, perseverance and they 
fought hard in every challenge”, said Dr Quee, Science Research 
Coordinator at Pacific Hills. “Students were determined to positively 
spur each other on to claim first place.”

We celebrate the bright minds and God-given talent of our Year 10 
STEM team. This accomplishment was remarkable and demonstrates 
their dedication, resilience, and commitment to excellence.

KINDY IS COMING IN 2024
New Hope is the most modern 
purpose-built school in the 
Hills for children with mild to 
moderate intellectual delay or 
Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
Years K-12.

New Hope Christian School is an independent school trading under the Pacific Group of Christian Schools ABN 11 001 832 828

Email enrolments@newhope.nsw.edu.au 
Visit www.newhope.nsw.edu.au

0 4 1 4  6 3 5  6 5 00 4 1 4  6 3 5  6 5 0
INFO@MCARDLETREES.COM.AU

WHEN EXPERIENCE MATTERS... 
ARBORIST EST. 1956

4th Generation Expert Arborist
Fully Licensed & Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

TREE REMOVAL | PRUNING  

STUMP GRINDING | LAND CLEARING 

MULCH SALES | FIREWOOD
DURAL & DISTRICT 

PROSTATE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

SUPPORT GROUP  
MEETINGS ARE HELD 

3rd MONDAY EVENING  
OF THE MONTH

7:00pm for 7:15pm

The Blue Gum Centre 
Glenhaven Green

607 Old Northern Road, Glenhaven

CONTACT: GRAHAM STAGGS
Ph: 8677 7896 or 0402 421 062
Email: gstaggs@accsoft.com.au

Proudly affiliated with

Prostate Cancer Foundation 
of Australia
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DURAL PUBLIC SCHOOL
On Tuesday 31st October Students and teachers at  
Dural Public School held their inaugural Grandparents Day! 
Excitement bubbled and the rain stayed away as grandparents 
were treated to an endearing welcome song by kindergarten 
and a wonderfully theatrical performance by the choir with a 
medley of songs from the musical Annie.
Following on from the performance students eagerly welcomed 
grandparents into their classrooms and the art room to show them all 
their hard work and wonderful learning spaces.

Many then ventured up to the library, where each student had both 
physical and digital work viewable, and to the book fair where many 
grandparents lovingly purchased their grandchild/ren a book to take home!

The day was concluded with a delicious morning tea and treats 
available at the canteen, which grandparents were able to enjoy in the 
company of their grandchildren in the expansive school grounds.

It was a wonderful day, with proceeds from the book fair raising 
almost $1000 for the school library!

GRANDPARENTS DAY AND  
BOOK CHARACTER PARADE
Friday 3rd November saw our students dressing up as their 
favourite book characters, with our grandparents having the 
opportunity to share a meal with their grandchildren (as well as 
some adopted ones!), look at learning spaces as well as enjoy 
all the fantastic performance groups our school has to offer.
This day was a colourful event where our students got to share their 
love of reading with some of their favourite extended family members.

The role and relationship of grandparent is a special one, and the 
saying “it takes a village to raise a child” was on full display as our 
grandparents had the opportunity to share the fun and witness the 
achievements of their grandchildren!

GALSTON HIGH STUDENTS  
SHINE IN PRESTIGIOUS  
MUSIC PROGRAMS
Two talented Year 10 students from Galston High School, 
Hayley Mathie and Jasmine Barrett, have recently achieved 
significant milestones in their musical journey, demonstrating 
the talent fostered within public education.
Hayley Mathie has been selected as the Principal Vocalist in the 
renowned Pulse Alive 2024 program. This event, a highlight in the 
performing arts calendar, will be held at Ken Rosewall Arena, Sydney 
Olympic Park on 14th and 15th March 2024. Pulse Alive is a prestigious 
platform that provides unique opportunities for students from 
Kindergarten to Year 12 across NSW public schools to showcase their 
talents. It's a testament to Hayley's abilities that she has been chosen 
for such a significant role in this large-scale event, which celebrates the 
performing arts talents of students from Greater Sydney and beyond.

Meanwhile, Jasmine Barrett's musical journey took her to the  
Schools Spectacular, where she performed as a Featured Artist - 
Backing Vocalist. The Schools Spectacular is known for spotlighting 
some of the best vocal talents from NSW Public Schools, offering an 
exceptional stage for young artists to develop and exhibit their  
artistic capabilities. Jasmine, through her dedication and hard work, 

which included extensive rehearsals during her holidays and weekends, 
has lived up to the high standards set by this program. Her role as 
a backing vocalist was the result of a competitive selection process 
that involved online video auditions and live auditions in Sydney, 
showcasing her adaptability and commitment to her craft.

The achievements of Hayley and Jasmine highlight the rich pool 
of talent nurtured within public education. Their success is not just a 
personal milestone but an inspiration for other young musicians.

HAYLEY MATHIE JASMINE BARRETT
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RURAL 
ROUNDUP

HORNSBY COUNCILLOR WARREN WADDELL

It was once again a privilege to represent Hornsby Shire Council 
at Remembrance Day services at both Galston and Glenorie.
It was a pleasure to attend the morning service at the recently restored 
Galston cenotaph. The service was performed by Bill Rosier of the Hills 
RSL sub-branch and supported by volunteers from Galston RFS and 
John Graham on pipes.

The afternoon ceremony was held in the grounds of Glenorie RSL 
Club and featured the traditional “Ceremony of Beating the Retreat”. 
A military ceremony dating back to 17th century England. Thank you 
to Graham Bruce and the Glenorie RSL sub-branch for organising this 
event and showcasing the talents of the Baulkham Hills High School 
Cadets and the Hills District Pipe Band.

BY WAY OF UPDATES...

•	 The long awaited off leash dog park planned for within Fagan Park  
is due to start. The first step is the exhibition of the proposal  
for comment. Residents and stakeholders are encouraged to click  
on the, “Have Your Say”, window found on the HSC Website to view 
the proposal.

•	 The Galston Aquatic centre has reached completion and will be 
handed back to Council on or around the 24th November.  
However, it will not become accessible to the public until the 
certifier provides the occupation certificate ensuring full safety and 
operational compliance. This could take a further couple of weeks. 
Call 9847 6340 for confirmation and further updates.

•	 The take up of State funding tied to rectifying flood affected  
roads continues. Most recently the completion of work in 
Laughtondale Gully Rd. and Mansfield Rd Galston.

•	 The latest draft plan for Galston Village public domain upgrade will 
be presented by staff at the next AGRA meeting. This is scheduled 
for 7pm Thursday 30th November at The Galston Club. It’s important 
that business owners and village users alike prepare to make 
comments on this project.

•	 I would also like to extend congratulations to the organisers of this 
year’s Arcadian Artists Trail. This event just goes from strength to 
strength as so many of our local artists demonstrate such diversity 
in their work. Special thanks to those that open their homes for the 
event and accommodate the thousands of visitors.

I look forward to many more community events as we approach  
the holidays.

As always, happy to assist with any issue via the contact details below.  
wwaddell@hornsby.nsw.gov.au Ph: 0499 004 861

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 acts under its own AFSL 237879 and under an
agreement with the insurer Insurance Australia Limited trading as CGU Insurance ABN 11 000 016 722, AFSL
227681. Any advice provided is general advice only and does not take into account your individual objectives,
financial situation or needs (“your personal circumstances”). Policy conditions, limitations and exclusions apply.
Before using this advice to decide whether to purchase a product, you should consider your personal
circumstances and the relevant the Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determinations from
bendigobank.com.au/insurance (1783922-1783194) OUT_32836680, 09/11/2023

Through Bendigo Bank, you’ll have insurance you can rely on.

Visit us in branch or at bendigobank.com.au/insurance to get a

quote.

Galston & District 02 9653 2227

Insurance through

Bendigo Bank

DEAN KELLAND  
Ph: 9653 2289 / 9652 2642 

116C Arcadia Road,  
Arcadia NSW 2159

SERVICE & 
REPAIRS  
TO ALL 

VEHICLES

•  Specialising in Euro Cars
• Rego Checks
•  Batteries & Tyres
• EFI Service

Wishing you and your family a  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

 02 9980 1822   julian.leeser.mp@aph.gov.au 

 julianleeser.com.au   julianleesermp

JULIAN LEESER MP
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BEROWRA

Authorised by Julian Leeser MP, Liberal Party of Australia, Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills NSW 2120.
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FROM THE DESK OF MATT KEAN
MATT KEAN - NSW MEMBER FOR HORNSBY

I have been overwhelmed with positive 
feedback I have received on the proposal to have a safe 
pedestrian/cycle access along Old Northern Road between 
Glenorie and Dural.
This is clearly a piece of infrastructure that, once delivered,  
residents will use and enjoy. My office will continue to pursue  
getting this on the Active Transport Strategy agenda with the support  
of both Hornsby and Hills Shire Councils.

I was very pleased to host the Primary School leaders in parliament 
house last month. I have to say this annual event is one of the 

highlights in my agenda and over the years I have watched  
with interest as previous year’s attendees have progressed on to  
great things.

Student leader representatives from schools right across the 
Hornsby electorate attended including Arcadia, Galston, Middle Dural 
and Cherrybrook.

Finally, I’d like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and  
a safe holiday period.

I’d also like to thank the community for their support as we  
continue to ensure Hornsby is the best place to live, work and raise  
a family.

REFLECTING ON THE PAST YEAR 
AND THE YEAR TO COME
JULIAN LEESER - FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BEROWRA

Every year has its challenges, and 2023 has been no exception.
Families, households and businesses across Berowra have all 
experienced financial pressure.

Thirteen successive interest rate increases, and wages not keeping 
up with prices have put most households under pressure.

Young and old are experiencing the financial vice – with interest  
rates and rents going up and up.

As your federal MP, I want to assure you that the number one,  
two and three issue that I’m focused on is the economy.  
Productivity, workplace relations and keeping government spending 
under control really matters.

My view is that it is better that government tightens its belt than 
households having to tighten its belts.

During such times when we are all are under stress, our sense of 
community and attachment to community matters more than ever. 
Getting involved with community groups, like mums’ groups,  

Men’s Sheds, bushwalking groups and many of the service 
organisations can all help alleviate the sense of isolation that can  
strike in such times.

These groups are important not only for the service they provide  
our community but the bonds they create across Berowra. It’s why 
I’ve been proud to work with over 65 local groups this year in securing 
federal funding to help them in their work.

We live in a bushfire prone area, and with summer approaching I 
want to encourage to freshen up their fire plans for the summer. If you 
haven’t ever done one, you can find out more at myfireplan.com.au

Please read up on this, it could save your life.
As Christmas nears, I want to thank all our emergency services 

personnel and volunteers for everything they have done over the year 
and will do over the summer.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone across Berowra.  
I look forward to continuing to serve you in 2024.

MATT KEAN HOSTS SCHOOL 
LEADERS IN PARLIAMENT
Friday 27th October was a very special day for local primary school 
leaders as they had the opportunity to visit NSW Parliament as part of  
an annual event hosted by Hornsby MP, Matt Kean.
After a guided tour Matt hosted the young leaders in the Legislative  
Chamber where they were joined by several special guests including former 
NSW Premier Dominic Perrottet, Giants netball captain Jo Harten, former dual 
professional athletic with WNBL and AFLW, Erin Lorenzini, and rugby union 
international Billy Pollard.

It was a special experience for Brumbies player Billy Pollard who, ten years prior, 
was himself one of Matt Kean’s guests as a Hornsby Heights Public School leader. 
The students listened intently to Billy as he talked about his personal journey 
coming through the Asquith Magpies and the Hornsby Rugby Union clubs, which 
ultimately led to him making his debut at hooker for the Wallabies in August 2022.

Matt Kean was impressed with all the student leaders who asked some very 
insightful questions about leadership and how the NSW parliament operates.  
Matt said, “I hope all the student leaders had an enjoyable visit and I wish them all 
the best as they start their high school journey next year.”
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STILL CREEK LANDCARE
INSECT POLLINATORS IN THE GARDEN
BY JUTTA HAMILTON

Insect pollination is the most efficient 
and reliable mechanism for plants to set 
seed and reproduce. Sadly, pollinator 
populations, particularly bee populations 
are decreasing as we are clearing  
land for urban development,  
remove vegetation and use pesticides.
The Australian Pollinator Count is a citizen 
science project that is conducted once a 
year, in spring, and aims to measure the 
abundance and diversity of insect pollinators. 
It categorises insects into broad groupings of 
various native bees and European honey bees, 
native and exotic flies, beetles, butterflies, 
moths and skippers, native and European 
wasps and other insects.

The Australian Pollinator Count supports 
participating citizen scientists through a 

range of online information. I also used the 
opportunity to attend a short workshop hosted 
by Hornsby Shire Council.

After that, simply count the insect 
pollinators that are visiting your flowers in any 
10 minutes and submit the count sheet.

The real fun started after that, when I 
relaxed with a cup of tea in the garden. I 
became so acutely aware of the large number 
of pollinators in my garden. Various native 
bees and flies were feeding on native plants, 
herbs gone to flower and my salvias. Various 
butterfly species were showing off and looking 
for mates, and some of the untidy areas of the 
garden with bamboo sticks and dead wood 
had turned already into pollinator nurseries.

By conserving existing pollinator habitat, 
having large patches of a variety of different 
flower species available during the year 
and not using pesticides, we can help our 
pollinators to maintain required numbers.

After all, we need pollinators to help us  
to grow our food and flowers and to maintain 
our natural environment.

If you would like help or further information, 
contact Nick on 9653 2056, via email 
StillCreekLandcare@iinet.net.au or 
visit Still Creek Landcare at http://www.
stillcreeklandcare.com.au or on Facebook.

EV CHARGING TOWARDS ZERO EMISSIONS 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Reducing carbon emissions is a difficult 
challenge in the Hornsby Shire, particularly 
in outer urban and rural areas where 
residents are dependent on private vehicles 
for daily commutes, due to limited public 
transport options. Dependence on fuel 
engine vehicles means increased carbon 
emissions thereby hindering targets for 
environmental sustainability.
Since implementation of the Hornsby Shire 
Council Climate Wise Hornsby Plan 2020,  
which identifies transport as the second largest 
contributor to greenhouse gas emissions in the 
Shire, the Council has undertaken strong initiatives 
to reduce corporate greenhouse gas emissions 
and meet its adopted 2050 Net Zero target.

We have actively prioritised collaborative 
opportunities to integrate renewable energy 
sources, such as electric vehicle (EV) charging 
infrastructure, into road transport networks and 
community spaces. EV uptake in the Shire has 
been strong, with well over 1,000 EV vehicles 
now owned by our Hornsby residents. This quick 
uptake is also reflected nationally. The annual 
State of Electric Vehicles report (Electric Vehicle 
Council, June, 2023) notes the surge of EV sales 
in Australia has resulted in more EV’s being sold 
in the first half of 2023 than in all of 2022.  
The report also states EV’s have made up 8.4% 
of all new car sales for 2023 and public charging 
locations have increased by around 57%.

Availability of public high-power EV charging 
and private EV charging at home is a strong 
concern for us at Hornsby Council. Recent media 
images show desperate EV owners outside 
the Shire taking unusual steps to charge their 
cars on a public street. Methods used include 
stretching extension cords across public streets, 

footpaths, over fences and dangling cords from 
trees down to the car’s charging port. Such 
behaviour is risky, dangerous and a fire hazard.

At Hornsby Council, we have taken action to 
enhance accessibility of EV chargers within  
the Shire. In 2022, we adopted an Electric 
Vehicle Charging Stations on Public Land Policy 
to provide criteria to install, manage, maintain 
and remove EV charging infrastructure on public 
land for Shire residents who do not have EV 
charging off-street parking options. This policy 
should alleviate concerns regarding access to EV 
charging infrastructure and support reduction in 
carbon emissions.

Our Council worked with Ausgrid and JOLT 
Charge to install the 25th JOLT EV charger 
station in June, 2023, at Council’s Beecroft 
carpark off Wongala Crescent. All of JOLT’s 
chargers are powered by 100% Greenpower 
certified wind and solar energy. JOLT was 
founded in 2018 by Doug McNamee, who grew 
up in the Hornsby area. JOLT’s business model 
provides DC fast electric vehicle public charging 
infrastructure, which is installed and operated at 
zero cost to landholders, with all costs covered 
by JOLT. JOLT provides free daily charging of 

up to 7kWh (40-50km of range) to consumers. 
88.9% of residents and tenants within a 50-metre 
radius of the Beecroft site supported the JOLT 
proposal prior to its installation. The Beecroft 
JOLT EV Charger has provided over 750 hours 
of charging which has delivered over 90,000km 
worth of range to drivers (as at October 2023). 
The JOLT EV charger at Beecroft also attracts 
visitors from outside the region. (In the attached 
photograph: The red Tesla EV car is being 
charged at the Beecroft JOLT charger. The Tesla 
had travelled from Wagga Wagga and its owners 
were charging their vehicle, then driving back to 
Wagga (534 kms) via the Sydney CBD).  
There are presently five other EV charging 
stations available in retail locations across the 
Hornsby Shire. To view a map of available  
EV chargers in Hornsby Shire, visit  
https://electricvehiclecouncil.com.au/about-ev/
charger-map

Council staff are now examining submissions 
made by residents following our resolution 
and public exhibition in October 2023, of draft 
amendments to the Hornsby Development 
Control Plan. These amendments are designed 
to identify and require minimum EV charging 
connection points for new residential and 
commercial developments and to reinforce and 
promote future EV uptake in these developments. 
This will avoid the need for expensive retrofitting 
in the future. Established residential and 
commercial development will be unaffected.

If you have any concerns or issues where I  
may assist, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at vgreenwood@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

- �Cllr Dr Verity Greenwood  
Councillor, Hornsby Shire Council

Native bee pollinator by Anne-Marie Seve
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BROMELIADS MAKE WONDERFUL 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS
The next meeting of the Bromeliad Society of Australia will be 
held on Saturday, 9th of December in the Federation Pavilion, 
Castle Hill Showground, Castle Hill.
Christmas sales will be available to the public from 10am. The meeting 
will commence at 12noon followed by the BSA Christmas celebrations 
for members and their guests.

The January meeting will be held on Saturday, 13th in the usual 
location with special guest speaker Doris Kiernan from the Central 
Coast Bromeliad Society.

Doris will discuss how she created a successful bromeliad garden on 
a restricted bush block. Doris and husband Greg will also bring along 
some of their bromeliads to sell.

For further information please contact Ian Hook, President,  
BSA on mobile 0408 202 269. Email ianhook1@bigpond.com  
www.bromeliad.org.au

GALSTON DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB
The Galston Garden Club would like to thank the Community 
and wider public for the support to raise money for Charity at 
the recent October Open Garden Weekend.
The weather could not have been more perfect. I would like to 
congratulate the garden owners for their presentation of their gardens, 
the gatekeepers for their attendance at each gate and others working 
behind the scene.

In the New Year, we will be looking for new gardens top open for this 
event in 2024. If you know of a garden or would like to open your own 
garden the Club would love to hear from you.

On the 8th November, we had our last meeting until 2nd Wednesday 
in February. We welcome new members and visitors. Come and enjoy 
the club’s guest speakers, garden rambles and the company of people 
with an interested in gardening.

At our recent meeting, we had an interesting talk about Bromeliads. 
Alan bought along some of his collection and the members were  
able to purchase some of his interesting plants. In fact, he had  
nothing to take home.

For a feature plant in a shady or sheltered area in the garden or  
even for indoors, you cannot look past the Bromeliad. All arising from 
the same family (Bromeliaceous) there are a wide range of bromeliads 
to choose from. They provide great foliage colour and form to the 
garden, can grow in trees and even produce fruit! Easy to grow and 
propagate they are a must have for the avid or beginner gardener... 
They like full sun, regular watering, well drained/sandy soil, and are 
suitable for all climatic zones.

Choose a spot in the garden that receives filtered sun and has  
well-drained soil. In poorly drained areas, create an elevated mound 
for free-draining soil or chunky orchid mix. Dig a hole in the prepared 
mounds the same size as the root ball. Holding the main body of the 
plant with one hand, gently backfill the hole, pushing the soil under and 
around the roots so that the plant is sitting high on the mound. If the 
plant is unstable, you can use some supports such as stones or pots to 
hold it upright while its roots settle in.

Water in well. Ensure that you also place some water into the  
central part of the plant, as this is where they draw in further  
moisture as well. Food each spring and autumn with Dynamic lifter  
soil improver and plant fertiliser by applying around the root zone and 
water in well.

Our meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday of the Month at  
37 Arcadia Rd, Galston the Community Hall at 7.00pm. Our next  
meeting will be in February 2024. For information regarding our  
Club please visit our website: www.galstongardenclub.com.au or  
email: galstongardenclub@gmail.com 
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WATERCOURSES AND WATERFALLS
By Lachlan Turner

Due to the somewhat rugged terrain in some of our local 
bushland reserves it can be expected that numerous creeks 
course through the narrow floors of steep gullies. In many 
places water tumbles over rock ledges as it makes its  
way downstream.
At times its progress is slowed where pools and ponds have formed 
due to a rock shelf holding back the flow. This in turn can create 
picturesque scenes, many of which are accessible from walking tracks 
which generally follow these watercourses.

It is where the water flows slower that bushwalkers are more likely 
to encounter water birds and water dragons. Where there is suitable 
vegetation in which these creatures can hide the bushwalker may need 

to wait quietly for a time to make these creatures think that it is safe to 
come out of hiding.

In times of heavy rainfall however it is advisable to NOT be in 
the vicinity of these creeks as waters may rise quickly. This is due 
mainly to the more rapid run-off from built up areas accessing natural 
watercourses more quickly. At times a “wall” of water may flow with 
considerable force along the creek lines, joining forces with other 
tributary watercourses, forming a dangerous current that can sweep 
away anything in its path that is not firmly attached to the ground.

Mostly though, watercourses and waterfalls in our bushland reserves 
present a much more peaceful, enjoyable and pleasant environment to 
stop and spend some time. It is along these creeks that can be found a 
wide variety of flowering plants, delicate ferns and colourful fungi, that 
thrive on the moist conditions provided by the flowing water. There is 
also an increased presence of birds where water is accessible to them, 
along with more insects for them upon which to feed.

NEWS FROM ST BENEDICT’S
OUR NEW ROOF
The new roof is finished, the external brick walls of St Benedict’s  
have been professionally cleaned and we are all spruced up for 
Christmas and the New Year. Thank you to all involved for your 
generosity and patience.

ST BENEDICT’S IN 2024
There’ll be lots going on in the parish next year. Most importantly,  
we are planning to revive the very popular parish fete in April.  
This local event, like so many others, was a casualty of the pandemic 
so it will be wonderful for the community to see it happening again.

Our quilting group that has been meeting regularly on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month in the parish centre will resume in 2024. All are 
welcome to come along and join in the fun.

HAPPY AND HOLY CHRISTMAS TO ALL
We have a wonderful new addition to our Christmas season 
celebrations at St Benedict’s. Parishioner and local cabinet maker  
Dane Maurer has made this beautiful Advent wreath (pictured) out of 
local silky oak (Grevillea robusta) timber. Dane says the timber will 
darken slightly as it ages and will end up matching the colour of the 
pews in the church. Thanks Dane. We know your precious gift will be 
treasured for many years.

CHRISTMAS SERVICE TIMES

In the parish church:
 Christmas Eve 
Sunday 24th December at 7pm and 11:30pm 
(Midnight Mass)
 Christmas Day 
Monday 25th December at 9am and 10:30am (Latin Mass)
 New Years Day 
Monday 1st January at 9:30am

In the monastery:
 Christmas Day 
Monday 25th December at 7am
 New Years Day 
Monday 1st January 7am

ST BENEDICT’S PARISH ACTIVITIES AND SERVICES
Please check our website for service times and parish information 
www.bbcatholic.org.au/arcadia. Click on the News and Events tab 
to find the weekly Parish Bulletin that will keep you up to date. Or ring 
Paula 9653 2312 on Monday or Friday at the Parish Office, St Benedict’s 
Catholic Church 2 Fagans Road Arcadia.
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GALSTON UNITING CHURCH
A CHRISTMAS STORY FROM ROSS*

*Rev Ross Mackay has been our supply minister since April.  
We have come to know and love him for his wisdom, faith  
and love. He also tells jokes. Here is his story from the  
short-story writer, O Henry:
THE GIVING OF GIFTS
We know gift giving at Christmas began when wise men from the east 
presented the baby Jesus with symbolic gifts: gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. Following that tradition we are encouraged to be thoughtful 
in what we give to loved ones and friends. It is not the cost but the 
thought that matters, we are told.

A young, married couple – 24 year old Jim and his young wife, Della, 
are very much in love but dirt poor. 

It is Christmas eve and Della counts her savings: just $1.87 to buy 
her beloved a gift for Christmas. She is desperate to buy him something 
that will give him pleasure and will show how much she loves him.  
As she stands in front of the mirror she sees the only asset she has:  
her beautiful, shining golden hair. When she lets it out it is like a gown 
that cascades down her body.

Quickly, she goes to the shop of  “Mme Sofronie. Hair Goods of  
All Kinds”. She quickly accepts the offer of $20 for her hair and with 
that she races to a store to find her Jim’s perfect gift. It is a fob for his 
pocket watch, inherited from his grandfather. It is Jim’s one precious 
possession but it is attached by an old, worn leather strap. How good it 

would look with a proper fob! It cost her $21 and she hurried home with 
her remaining money in her purse – just 87 cents.

She waited excitedly for Jim to come home, to show him his gift and 
how much she loved him.

When he entered their bed-sit, the look on his face shook her.  
He was gob-smacked. Quickly he assured her of his love and she gave 
him his gift. When he opened it, he was dumb-struck. He told her he had 
just sold his watch so he could purchase his gift to her. She opened it. 
Inside was a set of combs she had long admired but could never afford 
in colours that set off her hair.

Each had given all for the other.
God so loved the world he gave us his only Son.

Happy Christmas everyone!

CHRISTMAS SERVICES:
Sunday 24th December – Christmas Eve - 10am
Monday 25th December – Christmas Day – 8am

Church services continue at 10am on Sundays, and you can also  
watch our live-streams on Facebook. The church office is open on 
Tuesdays and Fridays.

Contact Elizabeth Garlick, Office Manager, 11 School Road, Galston. 
Phone 9653 2039

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS
Christmas celebrations, tinsel, gifts and activity can be 
overwhelming in our Western World to the point where most 
folks have limited time or the inclination to consider the true 
and serious meaning of the event. The birth ofJesus should fill 
all with great and lasting joy irrespective of our status in life.

Rich or poor, young or old, weak or strong, we all need Him and the 
salvation He came to bring us.

Here in this reading was one most excited by the arrival of the 
promised Messiah Luke 2. v36-38, says - ‘There was also a prophetess 
Anna, the daughter of Phanuel of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; 
she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and 
then was a widow until she was eighty- four,’ She never left the temple 
but worshipped night and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to them 
that very moment she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to 
all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.’

If there was anyone who could have had an excuse for Atheism it 
was her, (Anna), having lost her expected joy and fulfilment so early 
in life! Her long life of devotion, worship, and prayer, waiting for the 

promised Messiah, meant that she was sensitive to the revelation that 
this baby was the one she had been praying for, the Christ!  
Her response was spontaneous!

The coming of Jesus is such good news for children, it means that 
there is a way now for their redemption from sin and that Jesus will be 
with them forever.

It is also a marvellous event for adults, and the elderly! We should all 
be praising our Saviour as now there is no need to be afraid of death, 
because Jesus paid the price for our sin and removed or destroyed the 
power of the grave. (John 3;16)

Let us all, children, adults and the old give thanks to our Saviour as 
we remember the amazing birth of the Saviour!

Let us rethink then where we may place the trivia and tinsel of 
Christmas so that it may be in it’s place in the light of God’s Amazing 
gift to us!

- A Christmas Message from Glenorie Mission Church

Christmas Day Service at 9am
Sunday Service at 10am
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JESUS SAID - “I AM”
As I sit down to write this final magazine article for 2023,  
I’m shaking my head because the months have flown by so 
quickly with so much happening in each of our lives.
We pray that each of you has a safe, healthy Christmas season as we 
remember “Christ” in “Christ- mas”. You are very welcome to join us for 
our service on Christmas Day, from 9-10am.

During this year we have been on a journey to discover more  
about who Jesus Christ IS - and it hasn’t been a mystery because  
Jesus Himself has described aspects of His character in the Bible  
book of John.

From His statements we who believe in Him can live our lives in 
peace and confident hope for the future, knowing “He will never leave 
us or forsake us.” (Hebrews 13:5)

JESUS DECLARED:

** �I AM the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End,  
the First and the Last.

** �I AM the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father 
except through Me.

** �I AM the Door. If you enter by Me, you will be saved and will go in  
and out and find pasture.

** �I AM the Good Shepherd... I give My life for you. The thief only  
comes to kill, rob and destroy. I have come that you may have life 
and live it more abundantly.

** I AM the Bread of Life.
** �I AM the Resurrection and the Life. If you believe in Me,  

though you may die, you will live (eternally).

** �I AM the Light of the world. If you follow Me, you shall not walk  
in darkness but have the light of life.

THEN JESUS DECLARES ONE MORE STATEMENT:

** I AM the Vine and you are the branches.

Therefore, each of us can learn, live and thrive through our 
connection with Jesus - through our personal relationship with Him.

God bless.

- �Pr. Alex and Dee Valich 
Glenorie Community Church

WELCOME TO CHURCH NEWS AT  
THE CENTRE (1 PELLITT LANE, DURAL)
It is going to a busy time at The Centre over Christmas as 
we are organizing a Christmas extravaganza, and the entire 
community is warmly invited to join the celebrations. There will 
be plenty to do for all ages to enjoy.

On the 9th December you can unleash your creativity with our annual 
wreath-making morning, bookings essential. You can warm up your 
vocal cords as we sing everyone's favourite Christmas Carols on  
10th December followed by a free sausage sizzle after the service.  
Or if you are available on a weekday on the 12th December you can 
immerse yourself in the magical atmosphere of European Christmas 
markets, bookings essential.

Or if you would like some assistance in releasing some of that 
holiday energy with your kids you can book in for our special  
Christmas-themed Inflatable World sessions, featuring special guests 

from the North Pole. Finally, join us on Christmas morning to  
celebrate the birth of Jesus.

The Centre is a unique church where we encourage the community 
to have fun inside our church. Instead of meeting in a traditional church 
building, our services are held on our playing courts. Our regular worship 
services are held on Sunday mornings at 10am; everyone is welcome to 
join. If you are interested in learning more about the hope Jesus offers, 
come along at Christmas to learn about the true meaning of Christmas.

For more information, our website https://thecentredural.org.au/  
or phone 8989 0000.

GLENORIE MISSION CHURCH

Volunteer Musicians Wanted
call Callum 0414 584 303

 Sunday Service and Sunday School 10:00am

Ph: 0404 144 612
www.glenoriemission.org

Jesus said: “I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me.”
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FROM SCONE TO THE  
NORTHERN TERRITORY
Our members at Glenorie RFB have  
been raising their hands to volunteer for 
out-of-area commitments to participate 
in various firefighting activities. Recent 
commitments have seen our members 
travel to areas such as Scone,  
Glenn Innes, and Casino in New South 
Wales, and even as far as the Northern 
Territory. These opportunities not 
only allow us to support our fellow 
firefighters but also provide invaluable 

experiences for our members. We're looking forward to more adventures, more 
challenges, and more chances to lend a hand wherever we're needed. Bring it on!

THANK YOU
We extend our 
heartfelt gratitude 
to Glenorie RSL 
and Richard from 
Glenorie Woolworths 
for their generous 
donations to  
our brigade.  
Your contributions 
are sincerely 
appreciated.  
Thank you!

GLENORIE RURAL FIRE BRIGADE
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

L O C A L  B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O R Y
BATHROOM SERVICES

Need Your Bathroom Renovated?
Full Design Consultation & Installation

Fully Licensed & Insured 

Different Packages For Different Budgets 

Get 15% Off With Our AEP Cover Care

4637 0840

info@aussieservices.com.au

aussiebathrooms.com.au

 

*Aussie can accept ZIP payments up to the maximum value of $20,000, further T&Cs apply.

Renovate your bathroom 
now and pay later with 
Zip Finance!*

Aussie Bathrooms
Local Camden-Narellen Renovations 

Need Your Bathroom Renovated?
Full Design Consultation & Installation

Fully Licensed & Insured 

Different Packages For Different Budgets 

Get 15% Off With Our AEP Cover Care

4637 0840

info@aussieservices.com.au

aussiebathrooms.com.au
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*Aussie can accept ZIP payments up to the maximum value of $20,000, further T&Cs apply.

Renovate your bathroom 
now and pay later with 
Zip Finance!*

Aussie Bathrooms
Local Camden-Narellen Renovations Local Galston, Glenorie & Hills Renovations

9011 2128

Need Your Bathroom Renovated?
Full Design Consultation & Installation

Fully Licensed & Insured 

Different Packages For Different Budgets 

Get 15% Off With Our AEP Cover Care

4637 0840

info@aussieservices.com.au
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*Aussie can accept ZIP payments up to the maximum value of $20,000, further T&Cs apply.

Renovate your bathroom 
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Aussie Bathrooms
Local Camden-Narellen Renovations 

We have moved to:
Unit 22/276 New Line Road, Dural, NSW

Quality Smash Repairs

Insurance and  
Private Work

All work fully guaranteed

Free quotes  
(except third party)

Free Loan Cars

ABSOLUTE AUTOMOTIVE
Arc Lic AU31532

George Kerrison
Jason Jamer

LPG REGO
INSPECTIONS

ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS & COMPLETE
SERVICING FOR ALL MAKES & MODEL VEHICLES

02 9651 4529
Unit 8, 829 Old Northern Rd, (Cnr Quarry Rd) Dural

AUSSIE SAYS 
THANK YOU

Aussie Pumps, birthed only 30 
years ago in Arcadia, continues 
to grow not just in Australia, 
but also globally. This 
innovative company is a great 
local success story. Unlike big 
corporations that are driven by 
shareholders with demands for 
dividends, Aussie is a family 
business and has proven that 
Australian innovation can 
produce products that are now 
considered “world best”.

“This is a big thank you to the 
residences of the Hills and 
Hawkesbury area for the terrific 
support they have given us”,  
said Aussie Pumps Operations 

Manager, Hamish Lorenz. “Our pumps outperform all others and are 
substantially better value than competitor products like Davey Pumps. 
25% more performance and a substantially lower price makes the 
Aussie better value,” he said.

“The Aussie Fire Chief is the best lightweight portable fire pump  
in the world”, said Hamish. Check the Aussie Pump Fire Ready ad for 
your local stockist.
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FENCING SERVICES

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Please contact us for a free, no obligation quote.

ADAM COX 0418 424 031

ALL TYPES OF  
RESIDENTIAL AND  

RURAL FENCING
Free Quotes

Repairs Welcome.
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LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
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Discount
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ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73
59
4C

PH: 9054 3025

LOCAL HILLS TO  
GALSTON ELECTRICIAN

All Electrical  
Work
Best Prices  
& All Work  
Guaranteed

Seniors/ 
Pensioners  
Discount

Phone and Data

Switch Board  
Repairs

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73
59
4C

LI
C2

73
59

4C

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73
59
4C

DOUGLAS BROWN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

DOUGLAS 
    BROWN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 

•  Reliable & Punctual 

•  All Electrical Work 

•  Lifetime Warranty

•  Best Pricing

• Fully Insured

0488 828 215

OVER 50 YEARS OF COMBINED EXPERIENCE 

LIC 285316C

30% 
OFF

ASP Level 
2 Electrician
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DOUGLAS 
    BROWN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 

•  Reliable & Punctual 

•  All Electrical Work 

•  Lifetime Warranty

•  Best Pricing

• Fully Insured

0488 828 215

OVER 50 YEARS OF COMBINED EXPERIENCE 

LIC 285316C

30% 
OFF

ASP Level 
2 Electrician
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MENTION MENTION 
THIS AD THIS AD 

AND SAVEAND SAVE  

$$5050

PENSIONER DISCOUNT 20% PENSIONER DISCOUNT 20% 

0485 880 7530485 880 753
Powerpoints • Surge ProtectionPowerpoints • Surge Protection
Lighting (ALL TYPES) • Hot WaterLighting (ALL TYPES) • Hot Water
Switchboard Repair • Fault DetectionSwitchboard Repair • Fault Detection
Safety Switches • Friendly and On-TimeSafety Switches • Friendly and On-Time

ASP LEVEL 2 ELECTRICIANASP LEVEL 2 ELECTRICIAN
LIC. 285316c

242477
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCYFREE Quotes!FREE Quotes!

 Mowing, Hedging, Cleaning
& Veggie Gardens
0455 951 034

NEED A RELIABLE LOCAL ELECTRICIAN? 
Here We Are!

Powering Galston, Glenorie & Hills
locals for over 10 years

with every service booked

COMPLIMENTARYSMOKE ALARM CHECK

All Electrical work incl. lights, power
points, switchboards & data

Security Cameras

Smoke Alarm Checks & Upgrades

Hot Water

Professional tradesmen who
clean up after themselves

SENIORS
DISCOUNT
available

0423 001 458
sapphireservices.com.au

Call Us Today

MAINTENANCE SERVICES

MR MEND
MAINTENANCE

Craig Allsop
0405 194 872
mrmend@bigpond.com

GYPROCK • RENDERING • CORNICE • ROOF REPAIRS 
GUTTERS/CLEANING • PAINTING • TILING •  CARPENTRY

FRIENDLY & 
RELIABLE SERVICE

GARDEN SERVICES
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HILLS DISTRICT PLUMBING
0459 305 360

All Plumbing Work 
Blocked Drains

www.hillsdistrictplumbing.au

Taps and Toilets 
Leaking Pipes

Hot Water Service 
Gas Fitting

PLUMBING SERVICESPAINTING SERVICES

PLASTERER SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

Glenn Truelove
PLUMBER • ROOF PLUMBER • DRAINER 
GASFITTER • LP GASFITTER 
LICENCE No. 135755C

MOBILE 0400 804 211
Email gatruelove@bigpond.com

Greg Reid 
Plumbing Services

Plumber/Drainer • Gas Fitter • LPG 
Hot Water • Blocked Drains Cleared

Bathroom Renovations 
Over 30 Years Experience

No Job Too Small

0407 944 190
www.gregreidplumbing.com.au

License No. 112899c

  Interior and exterior  
painting services

 Venetian plaster
 Epoxy flooring

Refresh &  
Modernise  
your Property  
with Paint

Get your FREE QUOTE today 

0415 555 650
Galston NSW 2159

info@inspeccoatings.com.au

WWW.INSPECCOATINGS.COM.AU Lic 136228c

SERVICES
• Gyprock plastering, Repairs, Cornices, Roses

• Ornamental Ceiling Panels, Suspended Ceilings
• Partition Walls 

J & C RANDO  P/L

All types of repairs, small or large.
Home, Office, Shop, Extensions, Granny flats

JOE RANDO - MOB: 0412 238 668

PROFESSIONAL PLASTERER

A.B.N. 20.003.189624  License No. R72770- (License: Joe Rando)

CALL NOW

24/7 EMERGENCY Service
Ontime Reliable Plumbers
Plumbers You Can Trust
All Work Guaranteed

Blocked
Drains

Hot
Water

Burst
Pipes

*Not available with any other offer

SAME DAY
SERVICE$0CALL

OUT
YOU
APPROVE THE PRICE

Blocked Drains
Hot Water
Taps & Toilets
Burst Pipes
$0 Call Out Fee
24 hr Emergency
Response

CALL NOW
9056 8166

WE CAN BE THERE TODAY

 LIC #267530C | 10 % PENSIONER DISCOUNT

pureplumbingpros.com.au

YOUR LOCAL DURAL PLUMBERS

Blocked Drains
Hot Water
Taps & Toilets
Burst Pipes
$0 Call Out Fee
24 hr Emergency
Response

CALL NOW
9056 8166

WE CAN BE THERE TODAY

 LIC #267530C | 10 % PENSIONER DISCOUNT

pureplumbingpros.com.au
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YOUR LOCAL DURAL PLUMBERS

Blocked Drains
Hot Water
Taps & Toilets
Burst Pipes
$0 Call Out Fee
24 hr Emergency
Response

CALL NOW
9056 8166

WE CAN BE THERE TODAY

 LIC #267530C | 10 % PENSIONER DISCOUNT

pureplumbingpros.com.au

YOUR LOCAL DURAL PLUMBERS

0433 025 464 | sean.refresh@gmail.com

All Internal and external 
Commercial and residential

Free Quote

 Your Local Painter 

Termite Inspections & EradicationTermite Inspections & Eradication

Residential & Commercial • New & Existing Homes

Ph: 9476 4294
Fax: 4575 0422
Mobile: Sean
0418 252 342

HOMEGUARD

ACCREDITED

FOR UNDER SLAB

TREATMENT
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PLUMBING SERVICES

ROOFING SERVICES

SEPTIC TANK CLEANOUT SERVICES

TREE SERVICES

WASHING MACHINE AND DRYER SERVICES

Julian Parry
Director

Phone: 1300 887 417
Dip. Hort (Arboriculture) Level 5, 

Cert. Arboriculture, Dip. Horticulture
Dip. Landscape, Cert Landscape

Arboricultural Consultation
Tree & Stump Removal

Land Clearance
Specialist Tree Pruning

Fully Insured
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GALSTON PLUMBER
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Work
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Seniors/ 
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Blocked Drains 
and Pipes

Hot Water Repairs
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• Roof Repairs
• Rebedding 
• Repointing 

MASTERCLASS  
ROOFING 

• Broken tiles 
• Fix Leaks 
• Replace Valleys 

 CALL 0477 198 690

Guttering 
NEW

Northside Washer Service
Washing Machine and Dryer
Repair and Sales
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

Graeme Shepherdson
Ph: 9481 8505 or 9457 9162
Mob: 0418 679 596

OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Speed Queen and Kleenmaid Authorised Agent

HILLS DISTRICT PLUMBERHILLS DISTRICT PLUMBER
 Google 4.9 Star Rating
 Guaranteed 24/7 Fast Response
 Lifetime Labour Warranty
 15% Seniors Discount
 On Time, No Mess or you Pay $100 Less

02 9199 2612
www.reactiveplumbing.com.au

Leaking Taps • Blocked Drains • Leaking Toilets  
Burst Pipes • CCTV Inspection • Hot Water Systems • Pipe Relining

Lic. 257268C

PLUMBER, DRAINER 
& GASFITTER

Electrical Eel Drain Clearing

Sydney Water certification for Backflow Prevention  
and Thermostatic Mixing Valves

Mobile: 0408 445 919

RUBY WEBBER
MATT ETHERINGTON

Lic no. 13697

• Septic Tanks • Renovations and Excavation

SEPTIC TANK CLEANOUT SPECIALISTS

Staples Premier Pumpouts
Septic Tank & Envirocycle Cleanouts

For a competitive price and prompt service

CALL 9457 8777

CALL JOE TODAY
0475 463 597

treesdownunder.com.au

Climbing Expert & Qualified Arborist
 Available locally

Tree Removal Large & Small

73mm

Rainfall
Rainfall recorded period  
16/10/23 to 
15/11/23 is



C O M M U N I T Y  M A R K E T P L A C E

T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

TUITION

Air Perfection  
Air Conditioning 
Sales, Service & Installation

0427 305 247
airperfection247@gmail.com

SENIORS DISCOUNT

ANTHONY O’ DONOVAN  
CONSTRUCTIONS

Specialising in home
renovations, structural repairs and 

 new construction.

Contact: info@anthonyodonovan.com.au
or 0418 966 696  

- HILL’S BUILDER -

licence 21525c

AtlAs  
ElEctricAl

All commercial and residential  
installations and maintenance

contact Simon on 
0418 245 481

  info@atlaselectrical.com.au lic
 n

o.
 2

4
2

13
C

Ellis Building Service

www.ellisbuildingcontractors.com.au

• Renovation & additions
• Decks & outdoor living areas
• Design and council arranged

Building Contractors
nailit@bigpond.com

Lic no 9095c

Building  
in the Hills 

34 yrs

Call Brian
M: 0418 474592
Bus: 9654 2828

Galston Dry 
Cleaners

9/360 Galston Rd, Galston
Mob: 0425 888 077

Cleaning Wedding Gowns, Curtains, 
Doonas and Leathers

PAT FEDELE
Professional Painter

Li
ce

ns
e 

R9
6

4
5

8

Local Licensed Painter in the 
Hills Shire for over 30 years - 

Fully Insured 

Free Quotes
0407 232 869

Peter’s 
BARBER SHOP
Galston  
9653 2782

Peter’s 
BARBER SHOP
Galston  
9653 2782

Local building team specialising in 
renovations, extensions, outdoor living  

and new builds!

Contact: adam@pragerbuilding.com.au  
or 0402 203 869 Lic no: 83655S

TRADES AND 
SERVICES

Ad space available  
for $59 ex gst  

per monthly edition

GUITAR TUITION - 
ALL STYLES

Private teacher.

Available for home tuition from beginner up to AMEB.

Ages 5yrs up including adults welcome.

PHONE 0413 652 551

PADDOCK SLASHING &  
LARGE AREA MOWING

AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

20 Years Experience

Ring Philip 0400 567 267

TO ADVERTISE  
IN OUR  

FEBRUARY EDITION
Bookings and artwork deadline  

15th January
Deliveries commence 28th January

Call Karen 0487 111 868

CONTACT  : DECLAN  0499 217 689

STRUCTURAL  
CARPENTRY
REPAIR WORK
TERMITE DAMAGE
ADDITIONS
CARPENTRY FIT OUT

SPECIALISING IN:

CARPENTRY SERVICES
dds.carpentry@outlook.com
Licence No. 395104C
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09  Fully owned (4-3)
10  Musical entertainment (7)
11  Carried on (9)
12  Elevate (5)
13  Hero type (4,5)
15  Storage centre (5)
16  �Controversial WA settlement 

between Lancelin and 
Cervantes (5,6)

ACROSS

DOWN

ANSWERS FROM NOVEMBER ISSUE
Nocturnal Animals   (WordSearch)

•  AARDVARK
•  BEAVER
•  BILBY
•  CATFISH
•  CHINCHILLA

•  DINGO
•  HEDGEHOG
•  LEOPARD
•  MOUSE
•  PLATYPUS

•  PORCUPINE
•  POSSUM
•  QUOLL
•  RABBIT RAT
•  RACCOON

•  RED FOX
•  SCORPION
•  SKUNK
•  TARSIER
•  WOMBAT
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J C V O T H Y I W I W L A C E
N A O A A A P P L I A N C E S
I K D L U N Q V D N E N I L A
A V L E C L E T Z N V A R U J
L R O I Z R D Y Z F C Z V I M
E J G Z W F U R N I T U R E N
C C G A I N S T R U M E N T O
R T R T C O P P E R P B O J M
O E D U R W A T C H J E V R P
P L E A T H E R Y H M T A X R
G P L A T I N U M S A C S R Z
C W S R D N O M A I D E C J L

20  �Person used as one's 
excuse (5)

22  �Institution for abandoned 
children (9)

24  Prague resident (5)
25  �Asian ---, a shorebird seen 

in summer in the North (9)
26  Energetic (7)
27  Bigger than the rest (7)

01  Discriminating diner (7)
02  --- Murphy, radical judge (6)
03  Swore (8)
04  �Nuclear point of  

detonation (6,4)
05  �Cricket World Cupper ---  

Hogg (4)
06  Beat the goalie (6)
07  Bare (8)
08  Canadian oil province (7)

14  �Olympic gold-winning 
Hockeyroo forward (4,6)

16  Undermine (8)
17  Interconnecting devices (8)
18  Series of waterfalls (7)
19  Rues (7)
21  Residence-based (2-4)
23  �Former tennis Grand 

Slammer --- John Cooper (6)
25  Evade (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27

Nocturnal Animals

S D V L E O P A R D U V W Q I
S G X O W R A B B I T R A T S
S K U N K L N O O C C A R S C
E M P O S S U M C C G F U T O
T A A R D V A R K D H P M T R
X T T C C R P I W L Y Q A I P
O Q C A H E Q X V T S R H E I
F K Z T I V L Z A L S Z Y S O
D N B F N A F L L I L F B U N
E I I I C E P O E O U W O O X
R Z K S H B U R D I N G O M S
Q W W H I Q Y B L I B H F Z N
X E E J L P O R C U P I N E U
J K A Z L H E D G E H O G D G
S N F W A E L J C W O M B A T

AARDVARK
BEAVER
BILBY
CATFISH
CHINCHILLA
DINGO
HEDGEHOG
LEOPARD
MOUSE
PLATYPUS

PORCUPINE
POSSUM
QUOLL
RABBIT RAT
RACCOON
RED FOX
SCORPION
SKUNK
TARSIER
WOMBAT



C O M M U N I T Y  C O N T A C T S

Avicultural Society of NSW Inc.
Welcomes persons interested in  
Avicultural (bird keeping). The society 
holds monthly meetings which include 
presentations and talks on all aspects of 
bird keeping and breeding.

 Paul Henry 9872 464 or 0408 617 686
ALANON Family Group
Meets 8pm each Friday. Trying to live with 
someone who has a drinking problem? 
Come along to these meetings.

 Galston Community Health Centre
 9264 9255

Arcadia Community Hall
Available for functions. Inspections welcome.

 136 Arcadia Road, Arcadia
 9847 6504

Arcadia Galston Residents' Association
Membership is open to all adult residents/
ratepayers of postcode 2159.

 www.AGRA2159.com.au
Arcadian Quilters
Every 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesdays of each 
month at 9.30am.

 �Galston Community Health and 
Resource Centre

 Carole on 9894 7749
Association of Independent Retirees Ltd
Meetings are held on the first Friday of 
each month at 10am. 

 Yarrara Rd Pennant Hills
 John Guthrie on 9634 6727

Castle Hill Art Society
Monthly Meetings and Art Demonstrations 
are every first Wednesday of each month 
at 7.30pm.

 155 Ridgecorp Drive, Castle Hill
 9899 3179

Circular Keys Chorus
Are always seeking would-be Divas. De-stress 
as you learn to sing acappella 4 part harmony 
with passionate CKC singers. Rehearsals in 
Castle Hill Wednesdays 7.30-10pm.

 Janet 9653 2959
 info@circularkeys.org
 www.circularkeys.org

Dural and District Historical Society Inc
Holds its lecture meetings on the 2nd 
Saturday of each month at 2pm.
The Cottage is also open to the public from 
10am to 4pm on Wed and Sundays. 

 �History Cottage, 412 Galston Rd Galston
 Michael Bell 9653 1365

Dural and District Prostate Cancer 
Support Group
We meet the 3rd Monday of every month. 
7:00pm for 7:15pm start.

 �Blue Gum Centre Glenhaven Green  
607 Old Northern Rd, Glenhaven

 �Graham 8677 7896 or 0402 421 060
Dural and Hills District Garden Club
Meetings at 8pm on 1st Wednesday of 
each month.

 �Mid Dural Fire Station, 57 Mid Dural Road
 Di Glasgow 0409 909 161
 duralgardenclub@yahoo.com.au

Dural-Glenorie Scouts
Joeys (aged 6–7 years), Cubs (aged 8– 
10 years) and Scouts (aged 11–15 years) 
meet weekly at the Scout Hall in Galston 
Road, Galston. Learn new skills, challenge 
yourself, experience outdoor activities, 
make new friends, have fun!

 Warren Payne 0419 280 967
Dural Mens Shed
Meets Thursday and Saturday 9am. 
Woodwork & Metalwork/Welding facilities.

 �Dural Sport and Leisure Centre corner 
Pellitt Lane and Kenthurst Rd

 Chris Thomas 0402 478 498
 www.duralmensshed.org

Friends of Fagan Park
Volunteer group actively preserving the 
remarkable rural history of Hornsby Shire. The 
Friends meet every Tuesday from 9am-4pm 
maintaining historic Netherby Cottage and its 
garden and also restoring farm machinery and 
implements to working order. Members of the 
public and new friends are always welcome! 
Open days are the 2nd Sunday of each month, 
1.30pm - 4.00pm, and other special occasions.

 Ian Browning 0419 435 475
 isandian@tpg.com.au

Ferry Artists Gallery
For info on workshops & membership see 

 www.ferryartists.org
 �Old Northern Rd, Wisemans Ferry 2775
 02 4566 4385

Galston Area Residents’ Association Inc
Meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 
8pm (during school terms).
New members always welcome.

 �Galston Primary School Library, School 
Road, Galston

 0403 076 175
Galston Branch CWA
Meets on the second Wednesday of  
each month. New members are sure of a 
friendly welcome.

 Galston Community Health Centre
 �Patricia 0412 948 787 or  
Jann 0439 222 217

Galston Community Hall
37 Arcadia Rd, Galston available for 
functions, air-conditioned, inspections 
welcome. Bookings call 9847 6050.

 Galston Community Health Centre.  
This centre is an outreach of Hornsby and 
Ku-ring-gai Health Service and is situated at 
17 Arcadia Road, Galston (cnr of The Glade).

 9485 7599
Galston Garden Club
New members are always welcome. 
Meetings held at 7.30pm on the second 
Wednesday of every month.

 Galston Community Centre
 Lorraine Muscio 0448 478 161

Galston View Club
The Galston VIEW Club who raises money 
for The Smith Family “Learning for Life 
program” hold their lunch meeting, on the 
4th Wednesday of each month. 11.00am.

 Galston Club 21-25 Arcadia Rd Galston
 President Lesley 0413 996 783

Girl Guides
Is an exciting opportunity for girls to learn 
and develop life skills, meet new friends, 
enjoy the outdoors, make their own 
challenges, express their creativity and 
much more.
Junior Guides (age 6-9) meet Thursdays 
4.30-6pm at Galston Guide Hall and  
Guides (age 10-14) meet Thursdays 6-8pm 
at Annangrove Guide Hall.

 GalstonDM@girlguides-nswactnt.org.au
Glenorie Maroota Bioregional Forum
Meets at 7.30pm on the first Wednesday 
of each month. Let us know of your local 
environment and heritage concerns.

 Glenorie Community Hall
 Carolyn Hall carolyn@dhphc.com.au

Glenorie Memorial Hall
Available for Hire. Seats up to  
120 people. Tables and chairs available. 
Small kitchen/servery.

 Pat Schwartz 0419 321 276
Glenorie Progress Association
Meets 2nd Thursday of each month at 7pm.

 Glenorie RSL Club
 secretary@glenorieprogress.org.au
 0418 432 587

Glenorie Probus Club
This Club meets every 4th Wednesday at 
11.00am. New members are welcome.

 Glenorie RSL Club
 Wendy 9653 1022
 wendyireneblack@yahoo.com.au

Glenorie RSL Club
Glenorie RSL Sub-Branch meets on 2nd 
Tuesday of the month commencing at 7pm.

 Glenorie RSL Club
 Graham Bruce 0432 391 811

Gregoriana Arcadia
We welcome new members to join a 
community choir, Gregoriana Arcadia, 
dedicated to learning and singing the 
ancient, spiritual Gregorian music. It is sung 
in Latin and without accompaniment. No 
previous choir experience or knowledge of 
Latin is required, and there are no fees. We 
practise from 2-4pm on the second Saturday 
in the month, in the beautiful chapel.

 Bendictine Monastery, Arcadia
 Andrew: ajjhede@gmail.com

Hills Community Aid No Interest Loans 
up to $1,000
For whitegoods, furniture, computers, 
essential repairs etc.

 Hills Community Aid 9639 8620
 enq@hca.org.au
 www.hca.org.au

Hills Shire Garden Club
Meetings held on 3rd Monday of the month 
at 1pm.

 Barton Hall, David Rd, Castle Hill
 9624 5034

Hills Farmers’ and Gourmet Food Mkt
2nd Saturday of the month, 8am-12pm.

 Castle Hill Showground
 www.hawkesburyharvest.com.au

Hills District Pipe Band
Bagpipe band based in Castle Hill.  
Join to learn the bagpipes, snare drum or 
tenor drum, or enquire for gigs.

 Pipeband.hillsdistrict@gmail.com
 www.hillsdistrictpipeband.com

Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Four Wheel Drive Club
Is a family orientated club that meets on 
the second Tuesday of the month at 8pm.

 �Hornsby Heights Community Centre, 
Galston Road, Hornsby Heights

 www.hk4wd.com.au
Pennant Hills Photographic Club
Meets on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Mondays 
each month at 8pm.

 �Uniting Church Hall cnr Boundary Rd 
and Bellamy St, Pennant Hills

 www.phpc.org.au
Rotary Club of Greater Hills
New members welcome. Meets every 
1st & 3rd Monday of the month at 
6.30pm for 7.00pm. Join us and help 
make a difference through our local and 
international projects. Enjoy the fellowship 
of fellow Rotarians in our many and varied 
projects and social activities.

 The Galston Club
 Annette 0437 148 126
 �membership@greaterhillsrotary.org.au

Probus Club of the Hills
Is a mixed club which meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month  

(except January) at 10am for 10.30am. 
New members welcome.

 The Galston Club
 Bob 9624 8954 or Ken 9629 6459

Probus Club of Round Corner
Now has vacancies for new members. 
Join our club and enjoy new friendships, 
interesting meetings and a large variety of 
activities e.g. Walking Group; Mah-Jong 
Group; Theatre Group; Tennis Group; 
plus overseas and extended local tours 
and local day trips. We meet on the 2nd 
Monday of the month at 9.30am for 10am. 
We look forward to you joining with us.

 Galston Club 19 Arcadia Rd, Galston
 �All enquiries to The Secretary, 
PO Box 822, Round Corner. 2158 or 
come one month as a visitor.

Rowland Village Workshop Club
Invites enquiries about the Club from 
members of the wider community who are 
55 and over years of age.

 Michael Bell 9653 1365
Soroptimist International of  
The Hills District Inc
Meets at 6.30 on the 3rd Wed of the month.

 �Crestwood Community Centre 
Baulkham Hills

 04 3583 7118
Social Dance Workshops
Old time contemporary, set and couple 
dances. Specialising in Australian, Irish 
and Scottish Folk Dance. Beginners and 
experienced dancers. $7.

 �Pennant Hills Community Centre, 
Yarrara Road.

 Wilma 0413 673 339
Still Creek Landcare Group
Have a say and help in the future of our 
catchments in Galston, Arcadia and 
Berrilee. We meet at 7.30pm on the 2nd 
Thursday of each month.

 www.StillCreekLandcare.com.au
 StillCreekLandcare@iinet.net.au
 Nick 9653 2056

The Hills Trefoil Guild (Guides NSW)
The Trefoil Guild is the adult section of 
Guiding which links Members, former 
Members; female Members of the Scout 
Association; and women who have not 
been Guides but are prepared to make the 
Guide Promise. Our meetings are held on 
the 3rd Friday of the month commencing 
at 10am, concluding approx 12.45pm.

 Guide Hall, Bounty Ave, Castle Hill
 Evelyn 02 9634 4987

The Shed Studio - Arcadia
Womens Shed held on third Thursday 
of the month 10-12. Different creative 
projects each month.

 The Shed Studio on FB
 Suzanne 0419 603 122

Wanderers Bushwalking and Outdoors Club
We have frequent bushwalks, city walks 
and social activities. Meetings on 2nd 
Tuesday each month at 8pm.

 �Crestwood Community Centre, 
Crestwood Drive, Baulkham Hills

 Ted 0429 790 091
 �www.bushwalkingnsw.org.au/wanderers

CHURCHES
Christ Church
Has a service at 9.30am every Sunday 
morning. You are most welcome to join us.

 26 Pitt Town Road, Kenthurst
 Rev. Chris Baxter 0423 119 13

Galston Uniting Church
Service times 10.00am. Children’s 
programmes KUCA for children K-6, each 
Friday of the school term 5.00 to 6.30pm. 
#ThePower (Youth Group) for those in high 
school. Fridays of the school term 7.00pm 
to 8.30pm. CRAFT group Thursdays of the 
school term from 12noon to 4.00pm.  
OVER 55’s for seniors 2nd Monday of each 
month from 10am to 12noon. Other groups 
of interest: Men’s Choir, Ladies Choir.

 church office 9653 2039
 11 School Road Galston

Galston Seventh Day Adventist Church
Every Saturday 9.30am to 10.45am Bible 
Study, 11am to 12noon Church Service.

 49 Arcadia Rd Galston
 �Minister Pr. Andrew McCrostie  
0481 575 334

Glenorie Community Church
Pentecostal and Evangelical – meets every 
Sunday at 10.00am. Ladies meeting at 
10.30am last Tuesday of every month.  
All welcome.

 1507 Old Northern Road, Glenorie
 �Pr Valich 0420 602 989 
Church 9652 0577

Glenorie Mission Church
Sunday Service 10:00am.

 �1409 Old Northern Road 
(Cnr Muscios Rd), Glenorie

 0414 584 303 or 0411 422 236
St. Columb’s Anglican Church
1st Sunday of the month 9.30 am. 
All welcome.

 9651 1119
St Benedict’s Catholic Parish
Mass at Monastery 7am every morning.

 121 Arcadia Road, Arcadia

Mass at the Parish Church 7pm Saturday 
and 9am Sunday.

 �Cnr Fagans Rd and Arcadia Rd
 �9653 2312 or Parish Priest  
Fr Bernard McGrath 0416 032 497

St Judes Anglican
Service Times: 8am Traditional;  
10am Contemporary with Sunday Kids and 
Yr 5-9 Teen group; 6pm Evening church for 
youth and parents.  
‘Epic’ kids club and Youth Group – Fridays 
(see website for details).

 Galston and Old Northern Rd, Dural
 9651 1119

St Madeleine’s Catholic Church
Mass times Mon-Fri 9.15am Sat 5.30pm 
Sun 8am,10am and 5.30pm.

 28 Annangrove Rd Kenthurst

LOCAL SPORTS 
ASSOCIATIONS

Asquith Indoor Carpet Bowls
Meets every Tuesday at 9.30-12.30pm.

 �Mt Colah Community Centre,  
Pierre Close, Mt Colah

 Jenny 9477 1855
Dural Country Club Bowling Clubs
New members are welcome. Free lessons are 
available to men and women wishing to learn 
lawn bowls and meet a new social network.

 0421 315 074 or 0411 375 580
Dural Country Club
Fishing Club meet at Dural Country 
Club on the 4th Tuesday of the month 
at 7:30pm. Activities include a monthly 
offshore charter, estuary and open fishing, 
organised short stay holidays and great 
social BBQ’s. New members welcome.

 �Murray 0407 950 939 or  
Bruce 0428 970 439

Dural Rugby Club
 efl86029@bigpond.net.au
 0412 230 328
 http://dural.rugbynet.com.au

Galston Glenorie Amateur Fishing Club
Meets 1st Wednesday of each month at 
7.30pm. The meeting has a raffle at 7pm 
with lots of prizes and every meeting has a 
guest speaker.

 The Galston Club
 �Lachlan 0438 801 170 or  
Warren 0416 061 428

Glenorie District Cricket Club
Cricket Season runs from Mid September 
until March each year.

 �Amanda Fraser 0411 293 499
 �Glenoriedcc@gmail.com
 �Les Shore Oval, Old Northern Rd 
Glenorie NSW 2157

Galston Equestrian Club
New Members are always welcome. 
Training/Competition days held on the 2nd 
and 4th Sunday of each month.

 �Rural Sports Facility Centre off 
Mansfield Road

 Liz 0409 992 920
 www.galstonequestrianclub.org.au

Galston Netball Club
 �secretary.galstonnetballclub@gmail.com
 www.galstonnc.nsw.netball.com.au

Glenorie Social Golf Club
Plays monthly.

 �www.glenoriersl.com.au
 Stephen Osborne 0416 546 789

Hills AUSSI Masters Swimming Club
Adults 18 years to 80+ are welcome to swim 
with us every Tuesday at 7pm. Whether you 
want to swim laps for competition, fitness, 
or simply fun and friendship.

 Hornsby Aquatic Centre
 Di 0418 432 587

Hills Hawks Football Club
 Ian Robertson 0418 211 131
 �president.hillshawksfc@gmail.com

Hills Hawks Softball Club
Our competition is held during the summer 
season (September to March, excluding 
school holidays). We welcome new members!

 Hayes Park, Galston
 hillshawks.softball.org.au

Hills Pumas Football Club
 Sarah Sumskas 0430 883 385
 registrar@hillspumasfc.com.au

Tennis/Squash Social Group
Looking for new players.

 9847 6050
 tennisandsquash@live.com.au

Tennis Court for Hire Galston
Available Day or Night.

 Rear of Galston Community Hall
 Jane 9847 6050

Tennis Court for Hire Glenorie
Available Day or Night.

 Les Shore Reserve
 0404 600 460

CALLING ALL
If you are organising or running a playgroup in the local area, please let 
us know. We would like to help you promote your playgroup, and also let 
our new mums know what groups are open in the area.
Please send your Playgroup location and meeting days/hours to:  
editorial@galstoncommunity.com.au

• GLENORIE

Located at Les Shore Oval playground, every Thursday (weather permitting) 
9.30am onwards. The kids can play whilst the adults chat. Bring allergy friendly 
snacks to share and a picnic rug. A great informal setting to meet some locals.
• LEARNING BLOCKS

Dural, Level 1, 242 New Line Rd Dural at Learning Blocks Dural. It is open 
to the public free of charge. Hills Playgroup takes place every Mondays 
restarting from July 6 between 10am-12pm. It’s fun, informal and a great way 
to socialise.
• KENTHURST

Thursdays, during school terms, 9.30am til 11.30am at the Literary Institute. 
131-135 Kenthurst Rd, Kenthurst.
• GALSTON

Galston Kids Playgroup is located in the lower room of the Galston Community 
Health Centre. We have a fully stocked indoor/outdoor play area with sandpit, 
cubby, ride-on toys, craft supplies and more!

Sessions span over a couple of hours and are unstructured, providing lots 
of time for kids to play while adults chat.

Bring your own morning tea (nut-free). New members are very welcome to 
drop in; the first two visits are free.

Email galstonkidsplaygroup@gmail.com for info about current session 
times, or ask at the Galston Community Health Centre office.
• PLAYTIME AT THE CENTRE DURAL

Thursday’s 9:30-11:30am during school terms. Playtime is a welcoming group 
for children aged between 0-5 and their parents.

We have lots of playtime, craft and singing. You are welcome to just turn up 
on the day. Contact us on 8989 0000 for more information. Located at  
1 Pellitt Lane, Dural.

ARCADIA PUBLIC SCHOOL 
140 ARCADIA ROAD 

ARCADIA 
  

  



A
s 2019 draws to a close, it’s important to reflect on the 
property to market and look at where it’s headed next. 
We’ve all read the headlines of the past 12 months 

where Sydney’s property market hasn’t flourish in previous 
years, however there is mild optimism amongst investors 
and analysts regarding the future. This is due to Sydney 
experiencing growth for the first time since its peak in mid 
2017. This growth of 0.1% although slight, gives us a good 
indication that the worst is behind us and we have started 
to bottom out. Understandably due to the recent property 
market turbulence, there will still be hesitation amongst both 
buyers and sellers – Do I buy now before the market peaks 
again? Do I sell now before we hit tough times again or the 
market become saturated with competition?

Although no one has a crystal ball, here is a wrap up of what 
the leading economists expect 2020 to look like:

 DOMAIN’S ECONOMIST TRENT WILTSHIRE:
We can expect property prices in Sydney not to fall any further 
- in fact, we may even experience a small period of growth. 
According to Wiltshire, modest growth can also be expected 
in 2020 with a 3-5% increase for houses and a 2-4% increase 
for units. Wiltshire believes Sydney properties will expect 
subdued growth for the foreseeable future.

 CORELOGIC MOODY’S ANALYTICS:
Moody hasn’t quite given such an optimistic view, stating 
that although apartments are tipped to slide less than houses 
in the short term, they may actually keep declining in some 
areas for years to come. Overall Moody’s expects 3.6% growth 
in house values and 4.2% growth in unit values

 BIS OXFORD ECONOMIC’S DIRECTOR ANGIE ZIGOMANIS
Zigomanis’ forecast has predicted a slower rebound, citing 
a recent home building surge. This extra supply of dwellings 
is touted to cap the market’s bounce back. Going on to state 
that she predicts a 6% growth in house prices and 1% growth 
in unit prices between 2019-2022.

After comparing the experts notes, it’s clear that most 
analysts seem optimist that the interest rate cuts and 
lending measures will do more to solidify an already growing 
consumer confidence. 2020 is tipped for slow growth and by 
2021 the recover will be in full swing. If you’d like to know more 
about these housing predictions, please do not hesitate to 
contact Belle Property’s Carolyn Wheatley for more info –  
0407 120 483 or carolyn.wheatley@belleproperty.com.

Sydney property market forecast 2020

I wish you a very merry 
and a very safe and happy 

festive season with your 
loved ones.  

We look forward to what 
is already shaping up 
to be a huge 2020 and 

cannot wait to see what 
the New Year brings for 

our rural community.

Kind Regards,  
Carolyn

CHRISTMAS WISHES  
FROM MY FAMILY TO YOURS...

COLOURING COMPETITION
Name:   Age: 

Mum or Dad’s Name: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

PLEASE POST TO: Belle Property Castle Hill,  
10/3-9 Terminus Street, Castle Hill NSW 2154  
OR TEXT: Carolyn Wheatley on 0407 120 483  
to arrange collection

Winner will be announced via social media on 22.12.23.


